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Mastering Chicago Style Endnotes for Philosophy Papers

chicago style endnotes for philosophy papers are a cornerstone of academic
integrity and clear communication in philosophical discourse. Properly
formatted endnotes ensure that readers can trace the origin of ideas, engage
critically with sources, and understand the precise intellectual lineage of
an argument. For philosophy students and scholars, mastering this citation
style is not merely a matter of adhering to rules; it is about contributing
meaningfully to the ongoing philosophical conversation. This comprehensive
guide will demystify the process, offering detailed explanations and
practical advice for citing a wide range of philosophical sources in Chicago
style, specifically focusing on the endnote system. We will cover everything
from basic book citations to the nuances of referencing journal articles,
edited volumes, and even less common philosophical materials, ensuring your
papers are both meticulously sourced and readily understood by your academic
peers and instructors.
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Understanding the Chicago Manual of Style
(CMOS) for Philosophy

The Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS) is a widely respected and comprehensive
style guide used across many academic disciplines, including philosophy. When
discussing chicago style endnotes for philosophy papers, it is crucial to
recognize that CMOS offers two primary citation systems: the notes-
bibliography system and the author-date system. For most philosophy papers,
the notes-bibliography system, which utilizes endnotes (or footnotes), is the
preferred and more traditional method. This system is particularly well-
suited for philosophical arguments because it allows for detailed commentary,
elaboration, and the precise attribution of ideas without disrupting the flow
of the main text. Understanding the fundamental differences between these two
systems is the first step towards effective application.

Philosophy often involves intricate arguments, nuanced interpretations, and
direct engagement with specific passages from primary texts. The notes-
bibliography system facilitates this by allowing writers to embed explanatory
notes or to simply point to the precise location of a source. This is far
more fluid than frequently interrupting prose with parenthetical citations,
which can break the reader's concentration. The bibliography, which appears
at the end of the paper, provides a complete alphabetical listing of all



sources consulted, offering readers a comprehensive overview of the research
undertaken.

Core Principles of Chicago Style Endnotes

The fundamental principle behind chicago style endnotes for philosophy papers
is to provide clear, consistent, and accurate attribution of all borrowed
ideas, direct quotes, and paraphrased information. Each note is numbered
sequentially, corresponding to a superscript number placed in the text
immediately after the material being cited. These endnotes, collected at the
end of the paper before the bibliography, function as the primary mechanism
for source identification. The first time a source is cited, the endnote will
contain full bibliographic information. Subsequent citations of the same
source will use a shortened format, typically including the author's last
name, a shortened title, and the page number.

The structure of an endnote is designed for both brevity and completeness. It
aims to give the reader enough information to locate the source without being
overly burdensome. Key components generally include the author's name, the
title of the work, publication details (city, publisher, year), and specific
page numbers. For journal articles, this includes the journal title, volume,
issue number, and date, along with page ranges. Consistency in formatting
these elements is paramount to maintaining the professional appearance and
academic rigor of your philosophical work.

Structure of a First-Time Endnote

When citing a source for the very first time in your paper, the endnote
should provide complete bibliographic details. This ensures that the reader
has all the necessary information to find the exact source material. The
general format for a book in CMOS endnote style is as follows: Author First
Name Last Name, Title of Book (City of Publication: Publisher, Year), Page
Number (s) . For example, a first citation for Plato's Republic might look like
this: G.M.A. Grube, The Republic (Indianapolis: Hackett Publishing Company,
1992), 105.

Structure of Subsequent Endnotes

After the first full citation, subsequent references to the same work become
significantly shorter. This brevity prevents redundancy and streamlines the
reading experience. The standard format for subsequent citations in Chicago
style endnotes is: Author Last Name, Shortened Title, Page Number(s). For
instance, if you have already cited Grube's translation of The Republic
fully, a subsequent citation would appear as: Grube, The Republic, 112. This
shortened format is crucial for maintaining readability and avoiding clutter
in your endnotes.



The "Ibid." Convention

The Latin abbreviation "ibid." (meaning "in the same place") is used when
citing the immediately preceding source. If you cite the same page of the
same source consecutively, you would use "Ibid." If you are citing a

different page of the same source, you would use "Ibid., Page Number." For

example, 1f endnote 5 and endnote 6 both refer to page 112 of Grube's The
Republic, endnote 6 would be "Ibid." If endnote 6 refers to page 113, it
would be "Ibid., 113." However, CMOS generally discourages the overuse of
"Ibid." and recommends the shortened note format for clarity, especially if
there are intervening citations from different works. It is always best to
check your instructor's specific preferences.

Citing Books in Chicago Style Endnotes

Books form the bedrock of much philosophical research, and correctly citing
them in chicago style endnotes for philosophy papers is essential. The
specific details required will vary slightly depending on whether it's a
standalone work, a translated text, or a revised edition. The key is to
provide enough information for the reader to locate the exact edition and
pages you consulted, as different editions can have variations in pagination
and content, which is critical in philosophical analysis.

When citing a book, remember to italicize the title and include the
publication city, publisher, and year. The page number (s) must be specific to
the location of the cited material. For philosophical texts, direct quotation
or precise referencing of specific arguments often necessitates very specific
page citations. For example, citing a passage from Aristotle's Nicomachean
Ethics would require noting the translator and editor if applicable, as these
versions can significantly influence interpretation.

Single—-Author Books

For a standard single—-author book, the first citation provides the author's
full name, the book's title (italicized), the place of publication, the
publisher, and the year of publication, followed by the specific page
number (s) . For example: Friedrich Nietzsche, Thus Spoke Zarathustra (New
York: Penguin Classics, 2005), 78. Subsequent citations would be much
shorter: Nietzsche, Thus Spoke Zarathustra, 82.

Translated Books

When citing a translated philosophical work, it is crucial to include the
original author's name and the translator's name. The format typically places
the original author first, followed by the translated title, then the
translator's name, and finally the publication details. For instance:
Immanuel Kant, Critique of Pure Reason, trans. Norman Kemp Smith (New York:
Palgrave Macmillan, 2003), 115. The bibliography entry will often list both
the original author and the translator, but the endnote prioritizes the
author whose work you are referencing and the specific translation you used.



Edited Volumes and Anthologies

Citing works within edited volumes requires careful attention to both the
editor(s) and the individual chapter or essay author. The endnote format for
a chapter in an edited volume is: Author of Chapter First Name Last Name,
"Title of Chapter," in Title of Edited Volume, ed. Editor First Name Last
Name (City of Publication: Publisher, Year), Page Number(s). For example:
Bernard Williams, "The Makropulos Case: Accuracy of Chronology," in Moral
Luck: Philosophical Papers 1973-1980 (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press,
1981), 34. The bibliography will list the entire edited volume and then
mention the specific chapter within it.

Citing Journal Articles in Chicago Style
Endnotes

Journal articles are a vital source for contemporary philosophical research,
offering access to the latest debates and scholarship. Correctly formatting
chicago style endnotes for philosophy papers for these articles is critical
for demonstrating your engagement with current philosophical discourse. The
key elements include the author, article title, journal title, volume and
issue numbers, publication date, and page range.

The structure for citing journal articles in endnotes is designed to pinpoint
the exact article and its location. This allows readers to quickly locate the
specific journal issue and page where your cited information can be found.
Consistency in presenting this information is just as important as with book
citations.

Standard Journal Article Format

The typical format for a first-time citation of a journal article in an
endnote is: Author First Name Last Name, "Title of Article," Title of Journal

Volume, no. Issue (Year): Page Number(s). For example: David Chalmers,
"Facing Up to the Problem of Consciousness," Journal of Consciousness Studies
2, no. 3 (1995): 205. Subsequent citations are shortened: Chalmers, "Facing

Up to the Problem of Consciousness," 210. Some journals use different
numbering conventions (e.g., Jjust volume and page number), so always consult
the journal itself or your instructor's guidelines.

Articles from Online Databases

When citing articles accessed through online academic databases (like JSTOR,
PhilPapers, or Project MUSE), the process is similar, but you may also need
to include information about the database and a stable URL or DOI (Digital
Object Identifier). The DOI is generally preferred if available, as it is a
persistent link. The format might be: Author First Name Last Name, "Title of
Article," Title of Journal Volume, no. Issue (Year): Page Number(s), DOI. For
example: Susan Wolf, "Moral Saints," The Journal of Philosophy 79, no. 8
(1982): 419-39, doi:10.2307/2026194. If no DOI is available, a stable URL



might be used, but check CMOS guidelines or instructor preference.

Citing Chapters in Edited Volumes

Philosophy often draws on collections of essays or chapters from edited
volumes. Properly citing these is crucial for accurately attributing ideas to
the specific author of the chapter, rather than the editor of the volume.
This distinction is wvital in philosophical scholarship where individual
contributions and their original contexts are important.

When you cite a chapter from an edited volume, the endnote needs to clearly
identify the author of the chapter, the title of the chapter, the title of
the overall volume, the editor(s) of the volume, and the publication details
of the volume. The page numbers should refer to the specific pages within
that chapter.

Full Citation for a Chapter

The first-time citation of a chapter in an edited volume follows this
pattern: Author First Name Last Name, "Title of Chapter," in Title of Edited
Volume, ed. Editor First Name Last Name (City of Publication: Publisher,
Year), Page Number (s). For instance: Martha Nussbaum, "The Discernment of
Perception: An Argument from Aristotle's Nicomachean Ethics," in The
Philosophy of Martha Nussbaum, ed. Derk Pereboom and Daniel Statman
(Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2009), 56. Subsequent citations would
use the chapter author's last name and a shortened title of the chapter or
volume, followed by page numbers.

Multiple Editors or Contributors

If an edited volume has multiple editors, all their names should be included.

The abbreviation "eds." is used instead of "ed." For example: The Cambridge
Companion to Nietzsche, ed. Bernd Magnus and Kathleen M. Higgins (Cambridge:
Cambridge University Press, 1996). When citing a specific chapter within such

a volume, the format remains consistent with the single-editor example,
listing all editors as appropriate in the endnote. The bibliography entry
will also reflect this detail.

Citing Online Philosophical Resources

In contemporary philosophy, a significant amount of material is available
online, from digital archives of classic texts to philosophical blogs and
encyclopedias. Properly citing these resources in chicago style endnotes for
philosophy papers requires attention to the nature of the source and its
accessibility. The goal is always to provide readers with sufficient
information to locate the material themselves.

When citing online philosophical content, you generally need to include as



much identifying information as possible. This includes the author, title,
website name, and a clear indication of how to access it, such as a URL and a
date of access, especially if the content might change. For well-established
online encyclopedias or archives, specific citation practices often apply.

Online Encyclopedias (e.g., Stanford Encyclopedia of
Philosophy)

For highly reputable online resources like the Stanford Encyclopedia of
Philosophy (SEP), a standardized citation format is recommended. The SEP 1is
considered a scholarly source, so its articles are treated similarly to
journal articles or book chapters in terms of citation rigor. The format is
typically: Author of Entry First Name Last Name, "Title of Entry," in
Stanford Encyclopedia of Philosophy (Spring 2023 ed.), URL (accessed Month
Day, Year). For example: Edward N. Zalta, "Principia Logico-Metaphysica," in
Stanford Encyclopedia of Philosophy (Winter 2022 ed.),
https://plato.stanford.edu/archives/win2022/entries/principia-logico-metaphys
ica/ (accessed October 26, 2023). Note the specific edition or year of
access.

Websites and Blogs

Citing less formal online sources like philosophy blogs or personal academic
websites can be more challenging. The key is to provide as much identifying
information as possible. Include the author (if known), the title of the post
or page, the name of the website, and the full URL. It is also essential to
include the date you accessed the material, as online content can be updated
or removed. For example: John Perry, "The Importance of Being Idle," John
Perry's Philosophy Blog, May 15, 2018,
http://johnperryphilosophy.com/2018/05/15/importance-being-idle/ (accessed
October 26, 2023). Always consider if such sources are appropriate for an
academic philosophy paper.

Handling Specific Philosophical Source Types

Philosophy often engages with historical texts, dissertations, conference
papers, and other materials that may not fit neatly into the standard book or
journal article categories. For chicago style endnotes for philosophy papers,
adapting the general principles of CMOS is key, ensuring clarity and
traceability for every source, no matter how unusual.

When encountering less common source types, the primary objective remains the
same: provide enough information for a reader to find the exact material you
are referencing. This might involve providing details about manuscript
locations, dissertation archives, or specific conference proceedings.

Dissertations and Theses



Citing dissertations and theses requires indicating the author, the title of
the work, the type of degree (e.g., PhD dissertation, MA thesis), the
university that granted the degree, and the year of completion. If accessed
online through a database like ProQuest, include that information. For
example: Jane Smith, "The Epistemology of Disagreement" (PhD diss.,
University of Chicago, 2022), 150. If accessed online: Jane Smith, "The
Epistemology of Disagreement" (PhD diss., University of Chicago, 2022),
ProQuest Dissertations Publishing, [Accession Number].

Conference Papers and Unpublished Manuscripts

For conference papers or unpublished manuscripts, the citation should include
the author, title of the paper, name of the conference (if applicable), date
and location of the conference, and information on how it was accessed (e.g.,
"unpublished manuscript," or if shared privately). For example: John Doe,
"Modal Realism and Counterpossibles" (paper presented at the Annual Meeting
of the American Philosophical Association, Eastern Division, New York, NY,
January 10, 2023). If it is an unpublished manuscript: John Doe, "Modal
Realism and Counterpossibles" (unpublished manuscript, 2023). Providing the
date of access is also advisable if it's an online presentation or draft.

Primary Philosophical Texts from Archives or Special
Collections

When working with primary philosophical texts found in archives or special
collections, providing precise locational information is paramount. This
ensures that scholars interested in further research can find the exact
documents. This often involves specifying the archive, collection name, box
and folder numbers, and sometimes even manuscript page numbers. For example:
G.W.F. Hegel, Phenomenology of Spirit, manuscript notes for Section A, item
3, Griesbach Collection, Hegel Archives, Berlin State Library. While such
detailed citations are rare for typical student papers, they are crucial for
advanced scholarly work in the history of philosophy.

Common Mistakes to Avoid with Chicago Style
Endnotes

Navigating chicago style endnotes for philosophy papers can present
challenges, and certain common errors can detract from the professionalism
and clarity of your work. Being aware of these pitfalls can help you avoid
them and ensure your citations are accurate and adhere to the style guide's
requirements.

One of the most frequent mistakes is inconsistency in formatting. Whether
it's punctuation, capitalization, or the order of elements, a lack of
uniformity can be distracting. Another common error is the incorrect use of
shortened notes or "Ibid." It's also important to ensure that every piece of
borrowed material is cited, and that the endnote accurately reflects the
source and page number. Finally, ensure that your endnotes do not contain
significant amounts of commentary that should be integrated into the main



text, unless it is clearly indicated as an explanatory note within the CMOS
guidelines.

Inconsistent Formatting

Inconsistency 1is a primary offender. This can manifest in several ways:
mixing up the order of author, title, and publication information;
inconsistent use of italics for titles; incorrect punctuation (e.g., commas
versus periods); and variations in capitalization for titles. For example,
one endnote might cite "plato, the republic," while another cites "Plato, The
Republic." Ensuring every element is formatted precisely as specified by
CMOS, and consistently throughout the paper, is vital for a polished academic
product.

Incorrect Use of Shortened Notes and "Ibid."

While shortened notes and "Ibid." are designed to streamline citations, their
misuse can lead to confusion. Overusing "Ibid." can make it difficult to
track sources if there are intervening citations. Conversely, not using
shortened notes when appropriate can make endnotes unnecessarily long. Always
ensure that "Ibid." refers to the immediately preceding note and that the
shortened note format correctly includes the author's last name and a
recognizable, shortened title of the work.

Missing or Incorrect Page Numbers

Perhaps the most critical error is omitting page numbers or providing
incorrect ones. In philosophy, precision in citation is paramount; a single
page number can distinguish between two subtly different arguments. Ensure
that each endnote includes the specific page number (s) where the cited
material appears. For paraphrased ideas, cite the range of pages where the
idea is discussed. For direct quotes, cite the exact page.

The Role of the Bibliography

While endnotes provide the immediate citation for specific points within your
text, the bibliography serves a broader purpose. It acts as a comprehensive
and alphabetized list of all the sources you consulted for your paper,
including those you cited and potentially others that informed your research
but were not directly quoted or referenced. For chicago style endnotes for
philosophy papers, the bibliography is an indispensable companion to the
notes.

The bibliography allows readers to get a complete overview of the literature
you engaged with. It helps establish the scope of your research and provides
a convenient reference point for readers who wish to explore the sources
further. The formatting of bibliography entries is similar to that of the
first-time endnote citation but often includes slightly different



conventions, such as the author's last name appearing first for
alphabetization. Understanding the relationship between endnotes and the
bibliography is key to a well-structured and credible philosophical paper.

Structure of Bibliography Entries

Bibliography entries for books typically begin with the author's last name,
followed by their first name. The title of the book is italicized, followed
by publication information (City: Publisher, Year). For example: Nietzsche,
Friedrich. Thus Spoke Zarathustra. New York: Penguin Classics, 2005. Journal
articles in the bibliography will have the author's last name first, followed
by the article title in quotation marks, the journal title in italics, and
then the volume, issue, and page range. For example: Chalmers, David. "Facing
Up to the Problem of Consciousness." Journal of Consciousness Studies 2, no.
3 (1995): 200-219.

Alphabetical Ordering and Consistency

The bibliography must be alphabetized by the author's last name. If you cite
works by the same author, they are listed chronologically by publication
date, or alphabetically by title if the publication dates are the same.
Consistency in formatting within the bibliography is as crucial as it is in
the endnotes. Every entry should follow the same rules regarding punctuation,
capitalization, and the inclusion of specific bibliographic details. This
meticulous attention to detail reinforces the credibility of your research
and your adherence to academic standards.

Mastering chicago style endnotes for philosophy papers is a skill that
develops with practice and careful attention to detail. By understanding the
core principles, adhering to specific formatting guidelines for various
source types, and being mindful of common errors, you can ensure your
philosophical arguments are presented with clarity, precision, and academic
integrity. The endnote system, coupled with a comprehensive bibliography, not
only fulfills citation requirements but also actively enhances the scholarly
conversation your work is part of.

FAQ: Chicago Style Endnotes for Philosophy Papers

Q: What is the primary purpose of using Chicago style
endnotes for philosophy papers?

A: The primary purpose of using Chicago style endnotes for philosophy papers
is to provide precise attribution for all borrowed ideas, direct quotations,
and paraphrased material, allowing readers to easily locate the original
source and engage critically with the cited works. They also facilitate
explanatory comments or tangential discussions without interrupting the flow
of the main text.



Q: How do I cite a primary philosophical text (like
Plato or Aristotle) using Chicago style endnotes?

A: For primary philosophical texts, especially those with multiple
translations and editions, you should cite the specific edition you are
using. The endnote typically includes the author's name, the title of the
work (italicized), the translator's name (if applicable), the place of
publication, the publisher, the year, and the specific page number (s).
Subsequent citations use a shortened format with the author's last name, a
shortened title, and page number.

Q: What is the difference between a first-time
endnote citation and a subsequent citation for the
same source®?

A: A first-time endnote citation provides the full bibliographic details of
the source (author, title, publication information, page number). Subsequent
citations for the same source are shortened, typically including only the

author's last name, a shortened version of the title, and the relevant page
number. This practice avoids redundancy and streamlines the endnote section.

Q: Can I use footnotes instead of endnotes in Chicago
style for my philosophy paper?

A: Yes, Chicago style allows for either footnotes or endnotes when using the
notes-bibliography system. The choice between them is often a matter of
personal preference or instructor requirements. Endnotes are collected at the
end of the paper, while footnotes appear at the bottom of each page. The
content and formatting of the notes themselves remain consistent regardless
of whether they are footnotes or endnotes.

Q: How should I cite an article from the Stanford
Encyclopedia of Philosophy (SEP) in Chicago style
endnotes?

A: When citing an article from the Stanford Encyclopedia of Philosophy, you
should treat it as a scholarly online resource. The endnote typically
includes the author of the entry, the title of the entry (in quotation
marks), the name of the encyclopedia (italicized), the specific edition or
year of the entry, the URL, and the date you accessed it. For example: Author
Name, "Entry Title," in Stanford Encyclopedia of Philosophy (Spring 2023
ed.), URL (accessed Month Day, Year).

Q: What is the correct way to cite a chapter from an
edited volume in Chicago style endnotes?

A: To cite a chapter from an edited volume, the endnote should clearly
indicate the author of the chapter, the title of the chapter (in quotation
marks), followed by "in," the title of the edited volume (italicized), the
editor(s) (preceded by "ed." or "eds."), the publication details of the
volume (city, publisher, year), and the page number (s) of the chapter. For
example: Chapter Author, "Chapter Title," in Edited Volume Title, ed. Editor



Name (City: Publisher, Year), Page(s).

Q: How do I handle citing multiple works by the same
author in my philosophy paper's endnotes and
bibliography?

A: In your endnotes, you will use the shortened note format for each work. In
the bibliography, works by the same author are listed chronologically by
publication date. If two works by the same author were published in the same
year, they are listed alphabetically by title. For the bibliography entries
themselves, the author's last name is listed first, and then the first name.

Q: What is the purpose of the bibliography in Chicago
style for philosophy papers?

A: The bibliography in Chicago style serves as a comprehensive and
alphabetized list of all sources cited in the paper, and sometimes, all
sources consulted for the research. It allows readers to quickly see the
breadth of your research and provides a complete reference for all the works
you have engaged with, complementing the specific citations provided in the
endnotes.
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