
chicago style ending sentence

Understanding the Nuances of the Chicago Style
Ending Sentence

Chicago style ending sentence conventions are a critical component of academic and
professional writing, dictating how authors bring their arguments to a satisfying close.
Mastering the art of a strong concluding sentence within the Chicago Manual of Style
(CMOS) framework ensures clarity, impact, and adherence to established scholarly norms.
This comprehensive guide will delve into the essential elements and best practices for
crafting effective ending sentences in Chicago style. We will explore the purpose of
concluding sentences, examine common pitfalls to avoid, and provide actionable strategies
for strengthening your final thoughts. Understanding these principles is vital for
researchers, students, and anyone aiming for polished prose that leaves a lasting
impression.
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The Purpose and Function of a Concluding
Sentence

The concluding sentence of a paragraph, chapter, or even an entire work serves a
multifaceted purpose. It acts as a final reinforcement of the main idea presented, offering
a sense of closure and completeness to the reader. In academic writing governed by the
Chicago Manual of Style, this sentence is not merely an afterthought but a deliberate tool
to consolidate the argument or narrative. It should echo the thesis or central theme
without being overly repetitive, leaving the reader with a clear takeaway message.



A well-crafted ending sentence can also serve as a bridge to the next idea or section,
subtly preparing the reader for what is to come. It provides a sense of logical progression
and flow, ensuring that the reader feels guided through the material. The impact of the
entire piece can be amplified or diminished by the strength of its concluding statement,
making its careful construction paramount.

Key Characteristics of a Strong Chicago Style
Ending Sentence

Several key characteristics define a strong ending sentence within the Chicago style.
Primarily, it should be concise and impactful, delivering its message without unnecessary
verbiage. Clarity is paramount; the sentence must be easily understood and directly
related to the preceding content. It should avoid introducing entirely new ideas, instead
focusing on synthesizing or summarizing existing points.

Furthermore, a robust Chicago style ending sentence often offers a final thought-
provoking statement or a subtle implication of future possibilities or broader significance.
It should resonate with the reader, encouraging reflection on the material presented. The
tone should be consistent with the rest of the writing, maintaining professionalism and
authority.

Synthesizing Key Ideas

One of the most crucial functions of an ending sentence is to synthesize the main points
that have been discussed. Instead of simply listing them, the sentence should weave them
together to demonstrate their collective significance. This helps the reader to see the
bigger picture and understand how the individual components contribute to the overall
argument or narrative. A well-synthesized ending sentence solidifies the writer's position
and reinforces the central thesis.

Reinforcing the Thesis

The ending sentence has a direct responsibility to reinforce the central thesis or main
argument of the paper, chapter, or essay. It acts as a final confirmation of the premise
established at the beginning. This reinforcement should be subtle and integrated, not a
blunt restatement. It should leave the reader with the understanding that the evidence
and discussion presented have effectively supported the initial claim.

Providing a Sense of Closure



A primary goal of any concluding sentence is to provide a sense of closure. This means
bringing the discussion to a natural and satisfying end. It signals to the reader that the
topic has been fully explored within the scope of the work and that no further immediate
elaboration is required on that particular point. This closure prevents the reader from
feeling that the piece ends abruptly or incompletely.

Common Mistakes to Avoid in Ending Sentences

Writers often fall into common traps when constructing their ending sentences. One of the
most frequent errors is introducing new information or arguments that have not been
previously discussed. This can confuse the reader and undermine the coherence of the
piece. Another pitfall is being overly vague or generic, failing to offer a specific takeaway.
Ending with a cliché or a predictable statement also diminishes the impact.

Additionally, writers may make the mistake of being too abrupt, leaving the reader feeling
that the discussion has ended prematurely. Conversely, some sentences become overly
long and convoluted, losing their potency. It is also important to avoid overly apologetic or
hesitant language, which can weaken the author's authority. Maintaining a confident and
declarative tone is essential.

Introducing New Information

A significant mistake is the introduction of entirely new concepts, evidence, or arguments
in the concluding sentence. The ending sentence is for synthesis and reinforcement, not
for adding unforeseen elements. Doing so can create a sense of disorientation for the
reader, making them question what they have just read and how it relates to the
established content. All supporting details should have been presented and developed
prior to the final statement.

Being Overly Vague or Generic

Conversely, an ending sentence that is too general or lacks specificity can be equally
ineffective. Phrases like "In conclusion, this is important" offer little substantive value. The
concluding statement should reflect the particular insights or findings of the work. It
needs to be tailored to the specific content, offering a precise encapsulation of the
discussed material rather than a universally applicable truism.

Repetitive Phrasing

While reinforcement is key, direct repetition of phrases or entire sentences from earlier in
the text is a common error. This can make the writing seem lazy and uninspired. The goal



is to rephrase and recontextualize the main ideas in a fresh way, demonstrating a deeper
understanding and offering a final, polished perspective rather than simply rehashing
what has already been said.

Strategies for Crafting Impactful Ending
Sentences

To craft impactful ending sentences, writers can employ several strategic approaches. One
effective method is to suggest the broader implications or significance of the topic. This
encourages the reader to think about how the information presented applies to a larger
context or has future relevance. Another strategy is to offer a call to action, if appropriate
for the genre and purpose of the writing, prompting the reader to consider a specific
response or further inquiry.

The use of evocative language or a striking metaphor can also make an ending sentence
memorable. However, this must be done judiciously and in keeping with the overall tone of
the piece. Connecting the specific findings back to the initial hook or question posed at the
beginning of the work can also create a satisfying sense of circularity and completeness.

Suggesting Broader Implications

One of the most powerful strategies is to broaden the scope of the discussion in the final
sentence. This involves connecting the specific topic of the work to larger trends, societal
issues, or ongoing debates. By hinting at the wider relevance, the writer elevates the
importance of their contribution and leaves the reader with a sense of the topic's enduring
significance. This can inspire further thought and research.

Offering a Thought-Provoking Question

While not always appropriate, posing a well-considered, thought-provoking question can
be an effective way to end a piece. This question should arise naturally from the preceding
discussion and encourage the reader to ponder the implications or future directions of the
topic. It serves as a gentle nudge towards continued engagement with the subject matter,
leaving a lingering impression.

Concluding with a Vivid Image or Anecdote

In certain contexts, a vivid image or a brief, relevant anecdote can provide a powerful and
memorable conclusion. This approach is particularly effective in narrative writing or
essays that incorporate personal reflection. The image or anecdote should encapsulate the



essence of the argument or theme, offering a concrete and relatable final impression that
resonates with the reader long after they have finished reading.

The Role of Context in Ending Sentences

The effectiveness of any ending sentence is heavily dependent on its context. An ending
sentence in a scientific research paper will differ significantly from one in a historical
narrative or a literary analysis. The Chicago Manual of Style provides guidelines, but
writers must adapt these to their specific genre and audience. Understanding the purpose
and expectations of the reader within that context is crucial for crafting a resonant closing
statement.

The preceding paragraphs and the overall structure of the work directly inform what kind
of concluding thought will be most appropriate. A sentence that works well to summarize
empirical findings might be entirely out of place when concluding a piece of creative
nonfiction. Therefore, a deep understanding of the work as a whole is a prerequisite for
crafting an effective ending sentence.

Genre and Audience Considerations

The genre of the writing and the intended audience are primary factors influencing the
nature of an ending sentence. A persuasive essay might end with a strong call to action,
while a research paper might conclude with a summary of findings and suggestions for
future research. Academic writing generally demands a more formal and analytical
closing, whereas creative writing allows for more evocative or reflective endings. The
language and complexity should also be tailored to the reader's expected level of
understanding.

Thematic Cohesion

An ending sentence must maintain thematic cohesion with the rest of the work. It should
feel like a natural culmination of the ideas and arguments presented throughout. If the
ending sentence introduces a drastically different theme or tone, it can disrupt the
reader's experience and weaken the overall impact of the writing. Ensuring that the
conclusion directly relates to and builds upon the established themes is essential for a
unified and coherent piece.

Advanced Techniques for Sophisticated Endings

For writers aiming for a truly sophisticated conclusion, several advanced techniques can
be employed. One such technique is the use of foreshadowing or a subtle hint of future



developments, which can leave the reader with a sense of anticipation or intrigue. Another
is to revisit an initial idea or metaphor from the introduction, creating a sense of full circle
and reinforcing the completeness of the argument.

Echoing the tone or style of the opening can also create a strong sense of unity. Moreover,
for complex arguments, a final sentence that elegantly articulates a paradox or a nuanced
tension within the topic can demonstrate a high level of critical thinking and leave a
lasting intellectual impression. The key is to ensure that these advanced techniques serve
the overall purpose of the piece and enhance, rather than detract from, the reader's
understanding.

Revisiting the Introduction

A highly effective advanced technique involves echoing or directly referencing an element
from the introduction. This could be a question posed, a statistic cited, or an anecdote
shared. By bringing the discussion full circle, the writer creates a sense of completeness
and demonstrates how the journey from introduction to conclusion has led to a deeper
understanding or resolution. This creates a satisfying structural symmetry.

Employing a Nuanced Paradox

For advanced academic or philosophical writing, concluding with a nuanced paradox can
be incredibly impactful. This involves presenting two seemingly contradictory ideas that,
upon reflection, hold a deeper truth or complexity related to the topic. Such an ending
challenges the reader’s assumptions and encourages sustained contemplation of the
subject matter, showcasing the author’s sophisticated grasp of the complexities involved.

Subtle Foreshadowing of Future Research

While not introducing new information, an ending sentence can subtly foreshadow areas
for future research or further exploration. This can be done by highlighting remaining
questions, suggesting alternative avenues of inquiry, or pointing towards emerging trends
related to the topic. This demonstrates an awareness of the ongoing nature of knowledge
and positions the current work as a foundation for future advancements.

FAQ

Q: What is the primary purpose of a Chicago style
ending sentence?
A: The primary purpose of a Chicago style ending sentence is to provide a sense of



closure, reinforce the main argument or idea, and leave the reader with a clear and lasting
takeaway message. It synthesizes key points without introducing new information and
ensures logical completeness.

Q: Can a Chicago style ending sentence introduce a new
idea?
A: No, a Chicago style ending sentence should not introduce entirely new ideas, concepts,
or evidence. Its function is to conclude and reinforce what has already been discussed, not
to open up new avenues of thought that have not been previously explored within the text.

Q: How does the context influence the choice of a
Chicago style ending sentence?
A: Context, including the genre, audience, and overall purpose of the writing, heavily
influences the ending sentence. An academic paper will have a different concluding
sentence than a narrative essay or a historical account, requiring the sentence to align
with the specific expectations and tone of that context.

Q: Is it acceptable to use a cliché in a Chicago style
ending sentence?
A: It is generally not advisable to use clichés in a Chicago style ending sentence. Clichés
can make the writing sound unoriginal and diminish the impact of the conclusion. A strong
ending sentence should offer a fresh perspective or a precise summary relevant to the
specific content.

Q: What is the difference between summarizing and
synthesizing in an ending sentence?
A: Summarizing in an ending sentence involves restating the main points directly.
Synthesizing involves weaving these points together to show their relationship and
collective significance, offering a more profound and integrated understanding. Chicago
style often favors synthesis for a stronger conclusion.

Q: How can I make my Chicago style ending sentence
more impactful?
A: To make a Chicago style ending sentence more impactful, consider suggesting broader
implications, offering a thought-provoking question, using vivid language, or revisiting an
element from the introduction to create a sense of closure and thematic unity.



Q: Should a Chicago style ending sentence be long or
short?
A: The length of a Chicago style ending sentence should be determined by its clarity and
effectiveness. While it needs to be substantive enough to convey its message, it should
also be concise and avoid unnecessary words. Overly long sentences can dilute their
impact.

Q: How can I ensure my ending sentence aligns with the
overall tone of my writing?
A: Ensure your ending sentence aligns with the overall tone by maintaining a consistent
voice and level of formality throughout the piece. If your writing is formal and analytical,
the ending sentence should reflect that. If it's more reflective or narrative, the ending can
adopt a similar style.
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