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Chicago Style Economics In-Text Citation: A
Comprehensive Guide

chicago style economics in text citation is a critical component of academic writing,
particularly within the rigorous discipline of economics. Ensuring proper attribution is not
merely a matter of academic integrity; it is fundamental to the credibility and
reproducibility of research. This guide delves into the intricacies of Chicago style, focusing
specifically on its application to economics. We will explore the essential elements of in-
text citations, the nuances of parenthetical citations versus footnotes, and common
challenges encountered by economists when adhering to this citation system.
Understanding these principles will equip researchers with the knowledge to accurately
reference their sources, thereby strengthening their scholarly contributions and avoiding
plagiarism.

Understanding Chicago Style in Economics

The Fundamentals of Chicago Style In-Text Citations

Parenthetical Citations vs. Footnotes in Economics

Key Components of a Chicago Style In-Text Citation

Common Scenarios and Examples for Economists

Handling Different Source Types

When to Cite and When Not To

Ensuring Accuracy and Consistency

The Role of Bibliographies and Reference Lists

Understanding Chicago Style in Economics

The Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS) is a widely adopted style guide in academic
publishing, renowned for its flexibility and comprehensive nature. While it offers two
primary systems – author-date and notes-bibliography – the notes-bibliography system,
often employing footnotes or endnotes, is frequently favored in historical and humanities
disciplines. However, within economics, the author-date system, which aligns more closely
with many scientific and social science citation styles, can also be utilized or adapted. It's



crucial for economists to clarify which specific iteration of Chicago style their institution
or publication requires, as this can significantly impact how in-text citations are formatted
and how bibliographic entries are constructed.

The core principle underpinning any citation style, including Chicago, is the attribution of
ideas and information to their original creators. In economics, where research often builds
upon a vast body of existing literature and quantitative data, precise citation is paramount.
Failure to properly cite can lead to misinterpretation of findings, accusations of academic
misconduct, and a diminished reputation within the scholarly community. Therefore, a
thorough understanding of the Chicago style's in-text citation requirements for economic
scholarship is not optional but essential for scholarly success.

The Fundamentals of Chicago Style In-Text
Citations

At its heart, a Chicago style in-text citation serves to provide readers with immediate
access to the source of specific information presented in the text. This allows readers to
verify the information, explore the original context, and delve deeper into the research.
For economists, this means clearly indicating when a concept, theory, dataset, or
empirical finding originates from another scholar's work. The goal is clarity, conciseness,
and ease of retrieval of the full source details, typically found in a bibliography or
reference list at the end of the work.

The two main methods of in-text citation within the broader Chicago framework are
parenthetical citations and notes (footnotes or endnotes). While the notes-bibliography
system is more traditionally associated with Chicago, the author-date system, which is
more common in economics journals, shares similarities with other disciplinary styles.
Understanding the distinctions and when to apply each is a foundational step for any
economist working with Chicago style.

Parenthetical Citations vs. Footnotes in
Economics

When adhering to Chicago style in an economic context, the choice between parenthetical
citations and footnotes often depends on the specific requirements of the publisher or
academic institution. Parenthetical citations are generally more concise and are inserted
directly into the text, typically at the end of a sentence or clause, enclosing author and
year information. This format is widely used in many social science disciplines and offers a
streamlined approach to referencing. For instance, a parenthetical citation might appear
as (Keynes 1936).

Footnotes or endnotes, on the other hand, provide a more detailed and flexible method.
Each note is typically numbered sequentially within the text, corresponding to a numbered



note at the bottom of the page (footnote) or at the end of the document (endnote).
Footnotes can include not only the author and year but also page numbers, publication
details, and even supplementary commentary or clarifications that might interrupt the
flow of the main text. For economists, footnotes can be particularly useful for citing
specific data sources, referencing methodological details, or providing brief definitions of
terms without disrupting the primary argument. The decision between these two often
hinges on the desired level of textual integration and the publication's established
conventions.

Key Components of a Chicago Style In-Text Citation

Regardless of whether parenthetical citations or notes are used, a Chicago style in-text
citation in economics fundamentally requires certain pieces of information to be present to
guide the reader. The most crucial elements are the author(s)' last name(s) and the year of
publication. This pairing allows for quick identification of the source and its temporal
context, which is vital in economics where the evolution of theories and empirical findings
over time is significant.

When using the author-date system, the in-text citation typically includes the author's last
name and the publication year, enclosed in parentheses. For example, a seminal work on
monetary policy might be cited as (Friedman 1968). If a specific passage or data point is
being referenced, page numbers are often included after the year, separated by a comma.
Thus, a more specific citation would look like (Friedman 1968, 45).

In the notes-bibliography system, the first citation of a source in a footnote or endnote will
include more comprehensive details, often mirroring a full bibliographic entry but adapted
for the note format. Subsequent citations of the same source become shortened, typically
using the author's last name, a shortened title, and the page number. For example, a first
note might read: Milton Friedman, A Monetary History of the United States, 1867–1960
(Princeton: Princeton University Press, 1963), 205. A subsequent note for the same source
would be: Friedman, Monetary History, 210.

Common Scenarios and Examples for Economists

Economists frequently encounter specific citation needs that demand careful application
of Chicago style. Citing influential economic models, statistical data, empirical studies,
and theoretical frameworks requires precision. For instance, when discussing the Phillips
Curve, one would cite the original work by A.W. Phillips. A parenthetical citation might
appear as (Phillips 1958).

When referencing a specific empirical finding from a journal article, including the page
number is crucial. For example, if a study found a statistically significant relationship
between education and income, a citation might read: (Becker 1964, 112). For works with
multiple authors, Chicago style has specific rules. For two authors, both names are
included, linked by "and" (e.g., Smith and Jones 2010). For three or more authors, the first



author's name is followed by "et al." (e.g., Johnson et al. 2015).

Handling Different Source Types

The diversity of sources used in economic research necessitates a flexible approach to
Chicago style in-text citations. This includes academic journals, books, government
reports, working papers, datasets, and online resources.

Journal Articles: For parenthetical citations, it's typically (Author Last Name Year).
In footnotes, the first citation includes journal title, volume, issue, year, and page
number.

Books: Similar to journal articles, parenthetical citations are (Author Last Name
Year). Footnotes will include publisher and publication year.

Working Papers: These are common in economics. In-text citations will include the
author and year. Full details appear in the bibliography.

Datasets: When referencing specific datasets, it's important to cite the source
clearly, often including the data provider and year of access or version. For example,
(World Bank 2023) or a footnote with detailed information about the dataset.

Online Sources: Websites and online reports are cited with author/organization and
date if available. For parenthetical citations, it might be (Organization Year).

It is vital to consult the Chicago Manual of Style or specific publication guidelines for the
precise formatting of less common source types, ensuring consistency and accuracy
throughout the economic research paper.

When to Cite and When Not To

Determining precisely when to cite is a fundamental aspect of academic honesty and
crucial for economists. Any idea, fact, statistic, theory, or quotation that is not common
knowledge within the field of economics must be attributed to its original source. This
includes specific economic models, empirical results, or interpretations of data that are
not universally recognized or taught in introductory courses.

Common knowledge, on the other hand, does not require citation. For example, widely
accepted economic principles like the law of demand or basic macroeconomic identities
(e.g., GDP = C + I + G + NX) are generally considered common knowledge within the
discipline and do not need to be cited every time they are mentioned. However, if a
specific, nuanced explanation or a particular formulation of these principles is borrowed
from a source, then citation is necessary. The principle of "when in doubt, cite" is a safe



and effective strategy for avoiding unintentional plagiarism.

Ensuring Accuracy and Consistency

Accuracy and consistency in Chicago style in-text citations are non-negotiable in academic
writing, especially in economics. Inaccuracies can lead to reader confusion, misattribution,
and a compromised scholarly record. Economists must meticulously check that the author
names, years, and page numbers in their in-text citations precisely match the information
in their bibliography or reference list.

Consistency in formatting is equally important. Whether employing parenthetical citations
or footnotes, the style should remain uniform throughout the entire document. This means
using the same method for citing multiple authors, for referencing different types of
sources, and for indicating page numbers. Deviations from the chosen style can detract
from the professionalism of the work and make it more challenging for readers to
navigate. Many scholars utilize citation management software, which can automate much
of this process, but a careful manual review is always recommended.

The Role of Bibliographies and Reference Lists

The in-text citation is only one part of the Chicago style citation system; the bibliography
or reference list serves as its essential complement. This comprehensive list at the end of
the document provides full details for every source cited in the text. For economists, this
allows readers to easily locate and consult the original research, data, or theoretical works
referenced. The bibliography is organized alphabetically by the author's last name.

The specific format of entries in the bibliography or reference list will depend on whether
the author-date or notes-bibliography system is being used, but in both cases, the goal is
to provide all necessary information for retrieval. This typically includes author names,
publication dates, titles, and publication venue (journal name, book publisher, etc.). For
economists, ensuring that all datasets, software used for analysis, and working papers are
included in the bibliography is crucial for transparency and replicability of their research
findings. A well-constructed bibliography enhances the credibility and utility of an
economic research paper.

FAQ

Q: What is the primary difference between Chicago
style's author-date and notes-bibliography systems for



economics?
A: The author-date system uses in-text citations like (Smith 2020), which are concise and
common in scientific fields, while the notes-bibliography system uses numbered footnotes
or endnotes that can include more detailed information and supplementary notes. For
economics, both can be used, but author-date is often preferred for its conciseness in
empirical papers.

Q: How do I cite a source with three or more authors in
Chicago style for an economics paper?
A: For Chicago style's author-date system, you would cite the first author's last name
followed by "et al." and the year, e.g., (Johnson et al. 2018). In the notes-bibliography
system, the first note would list all authors, but subsequent notes and the bibliography
would typically use "et al." after the first author.

Q: What is the correct way to cite a dataset in Chicago
style economics in-text citations?
A: Citing datasets requires clarity on the source, version, and year. In parenthetical
citations, it might appear as (World Bank, 2023) or (Author of dataset, Year). The
bibliography entry will provide more detailed information, including the source
organization, data title, and access date or version number.

Q: If I mention a commonly known economic theory like
'comparative advantage,' do I need a Chicago style in-
text citation?
A: Generally, widely accepted economic theories that are considered common knowledge
within the field, such as the principle of comparative advantage, do not require in-text
citation unless you are presenting a specific interpretation, unique formulation, or detailed
explanation derived from a particular source.

Q: How do I handle citing an economic working paper in
Chicago style?
A: Working papers are crucial in economics. For parenthetical citations, you would use
(Author Last Name Year), e.g., (Acemoglu 2022). The full bibliographic entry would
include the working paper series name, number, and institution.

Q: Can I use footnotes for inline commentary in an



economics paper when using Chicago style?
A: Yes, the notes-bibliography system in Chicago style is well-suited for this. Footnotes can
contain citations, and also serve to provide tangential information, clarifications, or brief
elaborations that would disrupt the flow of the main text, which can be useful for
economic analysis.

Q: What is the difference between a bibliography and a
reference list in Chicago style?
A: In Chicago style, "bibliography" is generally used with the notes-bibliography system,
encompassing all consulted sources, cited or not. "Reference list" is typically used with the
author-date system and includes only the sources that are actually cited in the text. Both
are alphabetized lists of sources.
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