CHICAGO STYLE ECONOMICS FORMATTING TIPS

MASTERING CHICAGO STYLE EcoNnoMics FORMATTING: A CoMPREHENSIVE GUIDE

CHICAGO STYLE ECONOMICS FORMATTING TIPS ARE ESSENTIAL FOR STUDENTS, RESEARCHERS, AND PROFESSIONALS AIMING TO
PRESENT THEIR ECONOMIC ANALYSES WITH CLARITY, PRECISION, AND ACADEMIC RIGOR. ADHERING TO A STANDARDIZED CITATION
AND FORMATTING STYLE ENSURES THAT YOUR WORK IS NOT ONLY EASILY UNDERSTOOD BY YOUR AUDIENCE BUT ALSO MEETS
THE STRINGENT REQUIREMENTS OF ACADEMIC JOURNALS AND INSTITUTIONS. THIS GUIDE DELVES INTO THE INTRICACIES OF
CHICAGO STYLE, OFFERING DETAILED ADVICE ON EVERYTHING FROM IN-TEXT CITATIONS AND BIBLIOGRAPHIES TO STRUCTURING
YOUR PAPER AND HANDLING COMPLEX DATA PRESENTATION, ALL CRUCIAL FOR EFFECTIVE COMMUNICATION IN THE FIELD OF
ECONOMICS. WE WILL EXPLORE THE NUANCES OF AUTHOR-DATE VERSUS NOTES-BIBLIOGRAPHY SYSTEMS, COMMON PITFALLS TO
AVOID, AND BEST PRACTICES FOR SHOWCASING YOUR RESEARCH.
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UNDERSTANDING THE CHICAGO MANUAL OF STYLE FOR ECONOMICS

THe CHicaGo MANUAL ofF STYLE (CMOS) IS A WIDELY RESPECTED AND COMPREHENSIVE STYLE GUIDE THAT OFFERS DETAILED
INSTRUCTIONS FOR MANUSCRIPT PREPARATION AND CITATION. WHILE THE CMOS PROVIDES A BROAD FRAMEWORK, SPECIFIC
ACADEMIC DISCIPLINES, LIKE ECONOMICS, OF TEN HAVE SPECIALIZED INTERPRETATIONS OR PREFERRED APPROACHES WITHIN ITS
GUIDELINES. FOR ECONOMICS, THE PRIMARY CONSIDERATIONS REVOLVE AROUND ACCURATE ATTRIBUTION OF SOURCES, CLEAR
PRESENTATION OF DATA, AND A LOGICAL STRUCTURE THAT FACILITATES UNDERSTANDING OF COMPLEX THEORIES AND EMPIRICAL
FINDINGS. ECONOMISTS OFTEN GRAPPLE WITH HOW TO BEST INTEGRATE MATHEMATICAL MODELS, STATISTICAL DATA, AND
THEORETICAL ARGUMENTS, MAKING A CONSISTENT FORMATTING APPROACH PARAMOUNT.

THe CMOS OFFERS TWO DISTINCT CITATION SYSTEMS: THE AUTHOR-DATE SYSTEM AND THE NOTES-BIBLIOGRAPHY SYSTEM.
THE AUTHOR-DATE SYSTEM IS GENERALLY FAVORED IN THE SOCIAL SCIENCES, INCLUDING ECONOMICS, DUE TO ITS CONCISENESS
WITHIN THE TEXT. THE NOTES-BIBLIOGRAPHY SYSTEM, ON THE OTHER HAND, IS MORE COMMON IN THE HUMANITIES BUT CAN ALSO
BE USED FOR WORKS REQUIRING EXTENSIVE COMMENTARY OR NUMEROUS SOURCES. UNDERSTANDING THE DIFFERENCES AND
CHOOSING THE APPROPRIATE SYSTEM FOR YOUR SPECIFIC PUBLICATION OR ACADEMIC REQUIREMENT IS THE FOUNDATIONAL STEP
IN MASTERING CHICAGO STYLE FOR ECONOMICS.

IN-TEXT CITATIONS: AUTHOR-DATE SYSTEM

THE AUTHOR-DATE SYSTEM, OFTEN THE PREFERRED METHOD IN ECONOMICS, PROVIDES A BRIEF CITATION DIRECTLY WITHIN THE
TEXT OF YOUR PAPER. THIS SYSTEM ALLOWS READERS TO QUICKLY IDENTIFY THE SOURCE OF INFORMATION WITHOUT
SIGNIFICANT DISRUPTION TO THE FLOW OF YOUR NARRATIVE. THE CORE COMPONENTS OF AN AUTHOR-DATE CITATION INCLUDE
THE AUTHOR'S LAST NAME, THE YEAR OF PUBLICATION, AND, WHEN DIRECTLY QUOTING OR REFERENCING A SPECIFIC PART OF THE
SOURCE, THE PAGE NUMBER.

\W/HEN CITING A WORK WITH A SINGLE AUTHOR, THE FORMAT IS TYPICALLY (AUTHORLASTNAME YEAR). FOR EXAMPLE, A
CITATION MIGHT APPEAR AS (MANKIw 2020). IF YOU ARE QUOTING DIRECTLY OR PARAPHRASING A SPECIFIC PASSAGE, YOU
MUST INCLUDE THE PAGE NUMBER: (MANkIw 2020, 145). WHEN THE AUTHOR'S NAME IS ALREADY MENTIONED IN THE SENTENCE,
YOU ONLY NEED TO INCLUDE THE YEAR IN PARENTHESES. FOR INSTANCE, “AS MANKIW ARGUES,...” WOULD BE FOLLOWED BY
(2020, 145) IF REFERENCING A SPECIFIC PAGE.

'’

FOR WORKS WITH TWO AUTHORS, BOTH LAST NAMES ARE INCLUDED, JOINED BY “AND”: (ACEMOGLU AND RogiNsoN 2012).



FOR WORKS WITH THREE OR MORE AUTHORS, YOU CITE THE FIRST AUTHOR'S LAST NAME FOLLOWED BY “ET AL.” AND THE YEAR:
(HALL, T AL. 2017). THIS CONVENTION APPLIES EVEN IF THERE ARE ONLY THREE AUTHORS LISTED. CORPORATE AUTHORS,
SUCH AS GOVERNMENT AGENCIES OR ORGANIZATIONS, ARE CITED BY THEIR FULL NAME OR A RECOGNIZABLE ABBREVIATION THE
FIRST TIME, FOLLOWED BY THE YEAR: (INTERNATIONAL MONETARY FUND 202 1) or (IMF 202 1) IF THE ABBREVIATION HAS
BEEN PREVIOUSLY DEFINED.

CITING MULTIPLE SOURCES

\W/HEN A SINGLE SENTENCE OR CLAUSE DRAWS INFORMATION FROM MULTIPLE SOURCES, THESE CITATIONS ARE LISTED WITHIN THE
SAME SET OF PARENTHESES, SEPARATED BY SEMICOLONS. THE SOURCES ARE GENERALLY ORDERED ALPHABETICALLY BY THE FIRST
AUTHOR'S LAST NAME. FOR EXAMPLE: (ENGELS 1985 SMITH 2019; WiLLIAMS 2022). THIS ALLOWS READERS TO EASILY
TRACK THE ORIGIN OF EACH PIECE OF INFORMATION, MAINTAINING ACADEMIC INTEGRITY AND AIDING FURTHER RESEARCH.

CITING WoRrks WITH No AUTHOR orR DATE

IN THE RARE INSTANCE THAT A WORK HAS NO AUTHOR, YOU USE THE FIRST SIGNIFICANT WORD OF THE TITLE IN PLACE OF THE
AUTHOR'S NAME. |F THE WORK IS PUBLISHED ANONYMOUSLY, YOU MIGHT USE “ANONYMOUS” AS THE AUTHOR. FOR WORKS
WITH NO PUBLICATION DATE, USE “N.D.” IN PLACE OF THE YEAR. FOR EXAMPLE: (A GUIDE TO ECONOMETRICS N.D.) OR
(ANONYMOUS N.D.). THESE EXCEPTIONS ENSURE THAT ALL SOURCES, EVEN THOSE WITH MISSING INFORMATION, ARE HANDLED
SYSTEMATICALLY WITHIN THE CITATION FRAMEW ORK.

IN-TEXT CITATIONS: NOTES-BIBLIOGRAPHY SYSTEM

THE NOTES-BIBLIOGRAPHY SYSTEM, WHILE LESS COMMON IN ECONOMICS THAN AUTHOR-DATE, IS STILL A VIABLE OPTION,
ESPECIALLY IN WORKS THAT REQUIRE EXTENSIVE SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION OR COMMENTARY. THIS SYSTEM USES
SUPERSCRIPT NUMBERS WITHIN THE TEXT TO REFER TO FOOTNOTES OR ENDNOTES, WHICH CONTAIN THE CITATION DETAILS. THe
BIBLIOGRAPHY AT THE END OF THE PAPER PROVIDES A COMPLETE LIST OF ALL SOURCES CITED.

W/HEN A CITATION IS NEEDED, A SUPERSCRIPT NUMBER IS PLACED AFTER THE RELEVANT TEXT, PUNCTUATION, OR QUOTATION.
For INSTANCE, “THIS ECONOMIC MODEL HAS BEEN WIDELY DEBATED." THE CORRESPONDING NOTE, EITHER AT THE BOTTOM OF
THE PAGE (FOOTNOTE) OR AT THE END OF THE DOCUMENT (ENDNOTE), WOULD CONTAIN THE FULL CITATION DETAILS. THE FIRST
TIME A SOURCE IS CITED IN A NOTE, IT IS GIVEN IN FULL. SUBSEQUENT CITATIONS TO THE SAME SOURCE ARE SHORTENED.

THE CONTENT OF THE NOTES CAN ALSO INCLUDE EXPLANATORY REMARKS, DIGRESSIONS, OR ADDITIONAL INFORMATION THAT
WOULD INTERRUPT THE MAIN TEXT. THIS DUAL FUNCTIONALITY MAKES THE NOTES-BIBLIOGRAPHY SYSTEM USEFUL FOR
SCHOLARS WHO WISH TO PROVIDE DEEPER CONTEXT OR ENGAGE IN EXTENDED DISCUSSION WITHOUT DISRUPTING THE PRIMARY
ARGUMENT. For ECONOMICS, THIS MIGHT INVOLVE EXPLAINING A COMPLEX MATHEMATICAL DERIVATION OR PROVIDING
HISTORICAL BACKGROUND ON A PARTICULAR THEORY.

NoTes CONTENT AND FORMAT

A TYPICAL FIRST NOTE MIGHT LOOK LIKE THIS: JOHN MAYNARD KEYNES, THE GENERAL THEORY OF EMPLOYMENT, INTEREST AND
Money (New York: HARCOURT, BRACE AND CoMPANY, 1936), 75. SUBSEQUENT NOTES FOR THE SAME SOURCE WOULD BE
ABBREVIATED, SUCH AS: KEYNES, GENERAL THEORY, 112. THIS BREVITY HELPS TO KEEP THE NOTES CONCISE WHILE STILL
PROVIDING SUFFICIENT INFORMATION FOR IDENTIFICATION. THE BIBLIOGRAPHY ENTRY WILL BE A MORE COMPLETE VERSION OF THE
SOURCE INFORMATION.

BIBLIOGRAPHIC ENTRIES: KEY COMPONENTS AND EXAMPLES

REGARDLESS OF THE CITATION SYSTEM EMPLOYED, A COMPREHENSIVE BIBLIOGRAPHY OR REFERENCE LIST IS A CRUCIAL
COMPONENT OF ANY ACADEMIC PAPER IN ECONOMICS. THIS LIST PROVIDES READERS WITH A COMPLETE RECORD OF ALL THE
SOURCES YOU CONSULTED AND CITED, ENABLING THEM TO VERIFY YOUR INFORMATION AND EXPLORE THE LITERATURE FURTHER.



THE SPECIFIC FORMAT OF EACH ENTRY DEPENDS ON THE TYPE OF SOURCE (BOOK, JOURNAL ARTICLE, WORKING PAPER, WEBSITE,
ETC.).

FOR A BOOK, THE TYPICAL BIBLIOGRAPHIC ENTRY INCLUDES THE AUTHOR'S FULL NAME, THE TITLE OF THE BOOk (ITALICIZED),
THE PLACE OF PUBLICATION, THE PUBLISHER, AND THE YEAR OF PUBLICATION. EXAMPLE: FRIEDMAN, MILTON. A MONETARY
HisTorY oF THE UNITED STATES, 1867-1960. PRINCETON: PRINCETON UNIVERSITY PRESS, 1963.

FOR A JOURNAL ARTICLE, THE ENTRY USUALLY INCLUDES THE AUTHOR'S FULL NAME, THE TITLE OF THE ARTICLE (IN QUOTATION
MARKS), THE TITLE OF THE JOURNAL (ITALICIZED), THE VOLUME AND ISSUE NUMBERS, THE YEAR OF PUBLICATION, AND THE PAGE
NUMBERS OF THE ARTICLE. EXAMPLE: LUCAS, ROBERT E., Jr. “EXPECTATIONS AND THE NEUTRALITY OF MONEY.” JOURNAL OF
EconoMmic THEORY 4, No. 2 (1972): 103-24. FOR ECONOMICS, IT IS COMMON TO INCLUDE THE DOI (DiGITAL OBJECT
IDENTIFIER) IF AVAILABLE, ESPECIALLY FOR ONLINE ACCESS.

FORMATTING V ARIOUS SOURCE TYPES

W/HEN CITING WORKING PAPERS, OFTEN PREVALENT IN ECONOMIC RESEARCH, YOU WOULD TYPICALLY INCLUDE THE AUTHORS,
THE TITLE, THE INSTITUTION THAT PUBLISHED IT (£.G., NBER, CEPR), THE WORKING PAPER NUMBER, AND THE YEAR. EXAMPLE:
AceMoGLU, DARON, AND JAMES A. RoBINSON. “THe Rise oF EuropE: CULTURAL AND ECoNoMIC FACTORS.” NBER W/ ORKING
Paper No. 19096. CamerIDGE, MA: NATIONAL BUREAU OF EcoNoMIC ReSEARCH, 20 13. FOR ONLINE SOURCES, INCLUDE THE
AUTHOR (IF AVAILABLE), TITLE OF THE PAGE OR DOCUMENT, NAME OF THE WEBSITE, AND THE URL, ALONG WITH AN ACCESS
DATE. EXAMPLE: CONGRESSIONAL BUDGET OFFICE. “THE BUDGET AND EconoMic OuTLook: 2023 To 2033." Accessep
OcToBer 26, 2023. HTTPS:/ [ WwWwW.CBO.GOV/PUBLICATION/58927.

FORMATTING T ABLES AND FIGURES IN ECONOMICS PAPERS

EFFECTIVE PRESENTATION OF DATA IS PARAMOUNT IN ECONOMICS, AND TABLES AND FIGURES PLAY A VITAL ROLE. CHICAGO
STYLE PROVIDES GUIDELINES FOR CLARITY, CONSISTENCY, AND PROFESSIONALISM IN THEIR FORMATTING. T ABLES SHOULD BE
CLEARLY LABELED WITH A NUMBER AND A DESCRIPTIVE TITLE. THE TITLE SHOULD BE PLACED ABOVE THE TABLE. EACH COLUMN
AND ROW SHOULD HAVE CLEAR HEADINGS, AND UNITS OF MEASUREMENT SHOULD BE SPECIFIED.

FIGURES/ WHICH INCLUDE GRAPHS, CHARTS, AND DIAGRAMS, ALSO REQUIRE CLEAR LABELING. EACH FIGURE MUST HAVE A NUMBER
AND A DESCRIPTIVE CAPTION PLACED BELOW IT. AXES ON GRAPHS SHOULD BE CLEARLY LABELED, INCLUDING UNITS. THE SOURCE
OF THE DATA FOR BOTH TABLES AND FIGURES SHOULD BE CLEARLY INDICATED, EITHER WITHIN THE TABLE/FIGURE ITSELF OR IN A

NOTE BELOW IT, ESPECIALLY IF THE DATA COMES FROM EXTERNAL SOURCES.

CONSISTENCY IN FONT, SPACING, AND DESIGN ELEMENTS ACROSS ALL TABLES AND FIGURES ENHANCES THE READABILITY AND
PROFESSIONAL APPEARANCE OF YOUR WORK. AVOID EXCESSIVE USE OF COLORS OR COMPLEX FORMATTING THAT COULD
DISTRACT FROM THE DATA. THE GOAL IS TO MAKE THE INFORMATION PRESENTED AS ACCESSIBLE AND UNDERSTANDABLE AS
POSSIBLE TO THE READER.

NoTes FOR T ABLES AND FIGURES

NOTES CAN BE APPENDED TO TABLES AND FIGURES TO PROVIDE ADDITIONAL CONTEXT, DEFINE ABBREVIATIONS, OR EXPLAIN
STATISTICAL MEASURES USED. THESE NOTES SHOULD BE CONCISE AND RELEVANT. FOR EXAMPLE, A NOTE UNDER A TABLE MIGHT
CLARIFY A STATISTICAL TEST OR DEFINE AN ACRONYM USED IN A COLUMN HEADING. THIS LEVEL OF DETAIL ENSURES THAT
READERS CAN FULLY INTERPRET THE DATA PRESENTED.

FOOTNOTES AND ENDNOTES: PURPOSE AND PLACEMENT

FOOTNOTES AND ENDNOTES SERVE MULTIPLE PURPOSES IN ACADEMIC WRITING, INCLUDING PROVIDING CITATIONS, OFFERING
EXPLANATORY COMMENTS, OR INCLUDING TANGENTIAL INFORMATION THAT WOULD DISRUPT THE MAIN TEXT. IN THE NOTES-
BIBLIOGRAPHY SYSTEM, FOOTNOTES APPEAR AT THE BOTTOM OF THE PAGE WHERE THE REFERENCE OR COMMENT IS MADE, WHILE
ENDNOTES ARE COMPILED AT THE END OF THE DOCUMENT, CHAPTER, OR BOOK. For ECONOMICS PAPERS, THE CHOICE BETWEEN
FOOTNOTES AND ENDNOTES OFTEN DEPENDS ON JOURNAL OR INSTRUCTOR PREFERENCE.



W/HEN USING FOOTNOTES OR ENDNOTES FOR CITATIONS, THE FIRST MENTION OF A SOURCE PROVIDES FULL BIBLIOGRAPHIC
DETAILS. SUBSEQUENT MENTIONS OF THE SAME SOURCE ARE ABBREVIATED. THIS SYSTEM ALLOWS FOR DETAILED REFERENCING
WITHOUT CLUTTERING THE MAIN BODY OF THE TEXT WITH FULL CITATION INFORMATION. FOR EXAMPLE, A FOOTNOTE MIGHT
CONTAIN A DIRECT QUOTE WITH PAGE NUMBER, AND THE CORRESPONDING ENDNOTE WOULD OFFER THE FULL BIBLIOGRAPHIC
DETAILS.

Beyonp CITATIONS, NOTES CAN BE INVALUABLE FOR ECONOMISTS WHO NEED TO ELABORATE ON A MATHEMATICAL PROOF,
DEFINE A SPECIALIZED TERM, OR PROVIDE A HISTORICAL ANECDOTE RELATED TO A THEORY WITHOUT DERAILING THE PRIMARY
ARGUMENT. THE CAREFUL AND STRATEGIC USE OF NOTES CAN SIGNIFICANTLY ENHANCE THE DEPTH AND CLARITY OF YOUR
ECONOMIC ANALYSIS, PROVIDING A RICHER UNDERSTANDING FOR THE READER.

BesT PrRACTICES FOR NOTE USAGE

[T IS GENERALLY ADVISABLE TO KEEP NOTES CONCISE. OVERLY LONG OR NUMEROUS NOTES CAN BECOME DISTRACTING. |F A NOTE
BECOMES TOO EXTENSIVE, IT MIGHT BE AN INDICATION THAT THE MATERIAL SHOULD BE INTEGRATED INTO THE MAIN TEXT OR
PRESENTED AS A SEPARATE APPENDIX. ALWAYS ENSURE THAT THE NOTES ARE CLEARLY LINKED TO THE CORRESPONDING TEXT
VIA SUPERSCRIPT NUMBERS AND THAT THE CONTENT OF THE NOTES IS DIRECTLY RELEVANT TO THE POINT BEING MADE IN THE MAIN
BODY.

CoMMON FORMATTING ERRORS IN ECONOMICS PAPERS

EVEN WITH A CLEAR UNDERSTANDING OF CHICAGO STYLE, SEVERAL COMMON FORMATTING ERRORS CAN DETRACT FROM THE
QUALITY AND CREDIBILITY OF AN ECONOMICS PAPER. ONE FREQUENT MISTAKE IS INCONSISTENCY IN CITATION STYLE, SUCH AS
MIXING AUTHOR-DATE AND NOTES-BIBLIOGRAPHY ELEMENTS, OR FAILING TO ADHERE TO THE CHOSEN SYSTEM THROUGHOUT THE
DOCUMENT. ANOTHER PREVALENT ISSUE IS INCORRECT FORMATTING OF BIBLIOGRAPHIC ENTRIES, INCLUDING MISSING ESSENTIAL
DETAILS LIKE PUBLICATION YEARS, JOURNAL VOLUMES, OR PAGE RANGES.

ERRORS IN THE PRESENTATION OF TABLES AND FIGURES ARE ALSO COMMON. THIS CAN INCLUDE UNCLEAR LABELS, MISSING UNITS
OF MEASUREMENT, ILLEGIBLE TEXT, OR INCONSISTENT STYLING. For INSTANCE, FAILING TO PROPERLY SOURCE DATA IN TABLES
OR GRAPHS CAN LEAD TO ACCUSATIONS OF PLAGIARISM OR A LACK OF ACADEMIC RIGOR. FURTHERMORE, INCORRECT
HYPHENATION, CAPITALIZATION IN TITLES, AND IMPROPER USE OF ITALICS OR QUOTATION MARKS CAN ALSO BE PROBLEMATIC.

FINALLY, A LACK OF ATTENTION TO BASIC GRAMMATICAL AND PUNCTUATION RULES, EVEN WITHIN THE CONTEXT OF A STYLE
GUIDE, CAN UNDERMINE THE PROFESSIONALISM OF THE PAPER. ENSURING THAT ALL ELEMENTS, FROM THE TITLE PAGE TO THE
BIBLIOGRAPHY, ADHERE STRICTLY TO CHICAGO STYLE GUIDELINES WILL SIGNIFICANTLY IMPROVE THE OVERALL PRESENTATION
AND IMPACT OF YOUR ECONOMIC RESEARCH.

PROOFREADING FOR ACCURACY

THE MOST EFFECTIVE WAY TO AVOID THESE ERRORS IS THROUGH METICULOUS PROOFREADING. |T IS HIGHLY RECOMMENDED TO
REVIEW YOUR PAPER SPECIFICALLY FOR FORMATTING ISSUES AFTER YOU HAVE COMPLETED THE CONTENT. READING YOUR PAPER
ALOUD CAN HELP CATCH AWKW ARD PHRASING AND STRUCTURAL PROBLEMS, WHILE A CHECKLIST OF COMMON CHICAGO STYLE
REQUIREMENTS CAN ENSURE ALL ELEMENTS ARE ADDRESSED. FOR CRITICAL SUBMISSIONS, CONSIDER HAVING A COLLEAGUE OR
PROFESSIONAL EDITOR REVIEW YOUR WORK FOR ACCURACY AND ADHERENCE TO STYLE.

LEVERAGING STYLE GUIDES FOR ACADEMIC SUCCESS

MASTERING CHICAGO STYLE ECONOMICS FORMATTING IS NOT MERELY ABOUT FOLLOWING ARBITRARY RULES;, IT IS ABOUT
ENHANCING THE CLARITY, CREDIBILITY, AND IMPACT OF YOUR SCHOLARLY \¥ ORK. BY METICULOUSLY ADHERING TO THESE
GUIDELINES, YOU DEMONSTRATE A COMMITMENT TO ACADEMIC INTEGRITY AND A DEEP UNDERSTANDING OF EFFECTIVE SCHOLARLY
COMMUNICATION. THE CONSISTENT APPLICATION OF AUTHOR-DATE OR NOTES-BIBLIOGRAPHY SYSTEMS, PRECISE FORMATTING OF
TABLES AND FIGURES, AND ACCURATE BIBLIOGRAPHIC ENTRIES ALL CONTRIBUTE TO A POLISHED AND PROFESSIONAL
PRESENTATION OF YOUR ECONOMIC ANALYSES.

FURTHEEMOREI UNDERSTANDING AND APPLYING A RECOGNIZED STYLE GUIDE LIKE CHICAGO'S MANUAL EQUIPS YOU WITH A



VALUABLE SKILL SET THAT EXTENDS BEYOND A SINGLE PAPER OR COURSE. |T PREPARES YOU FOR THE EXPECTATIONS OF
ACADEMIC JOURNALS, RESEARCH INSTITUTIONS, AND PROFESSIONAL CONFERENCES. EMBRACING THESE FORMATTING TIPS WILL NOT
ONLY HELP YOU AVOID COMMON PITFALLS BUT ALSO ELEVATE THE OVERALL QUALITY AND RECEPTION OF YOUR
CONTRIBUTIONS TO THE FIELD OF ECONOMICS, ENSURING YOUR RESEARCH IS TAKEN SERIOUSLY AND UNDERSTOOD BY A BROAD
ACADEMIC AUDIENCE.

RESOURCES FOR FURTHER GUIDANCE

T O ENSURE ONGOING ACCURACY AND STAY UPDATED ON THE LATEST REVISIONS OF THE CHICAGO MANUAL OF STYLE, IT IS
ADVISABLE TO CONSULT THE OFFICIAL CMOS ONLINE OR IN ITS LATEST PRINTED EDITION. MANY UNIVERSITIES ALSO PROVIDE
STYLE GUIDES AND WRITING SUPPORT SERVICES TAILORED TO SPECIFIC DISCIPLINES, INCLUDING ECONOMICS. FAMILIARIZING
YOURSELF WITH THESE RESOURCES AND MAKING THEM A PART OF YOUR RESEARCH WORKFLOW WILL FOSTER A HABIT OF
PRECISION THAT IS INVALUABLE FOR LONG-TERM ACADEMIC AND PROFESSIONAL SUCCESS IN ECONOMICS.

FAQ

QZ \WHAT IS THE PRIMARY DIFFERENCE BETWEEN THE AUTHOR-DATE AND NOTES-
BIBLIOGRAPHY SYSTEMS IN CHICAGO STYLE FOR ECONOMICS PAPERS?

A: THE PRIMARY DIFFERENCE LIES IN HOW SOURCES ARE CITED WITHIN THE TEXT. THE AUTHOR-DATE SYSTEM USES
PARENTHETICAL IN-TEXT CITATIONS (AUTHORLASTNAME YEAR, PAGENUMBER), WHILE THE NOTES-BIBLIOGRAPHY SYSTEM USES
SUPERSCRIPT NUMBERS IN THE TEXT THAT CORRESPOND TO FOOTNOTES OR ENDNOTES CONTAINING THE CITATION DETAILS. FOR
ECONOMICS, THE AUTHOR-DATE SYSTEM IS GENERALLY PREFERRED FOR ITS CONCISENESS.

QI \W/HEN CITING MULTIPLE SOURCES FOR A SINGLE POINT IN AN ECONOMICS PAPER USING
THE AUTHOR-DATE SYSTEM, HOW SHOULD THEY BE ORDERED?

A: \WHEN CITING MULTIPLE SOURCES WITHIN THE SAME SET OF PARENTHESES, THEY SHOULD BE ORDERED ALPHABETICALLY BY
THE FIRST AUTHOR'S LAST NAME, SEPARATED BY SEMICOLONS. FOR EXAMPLE: (ENGELS 1985; SMITH 2019 WILLIAMS
2022).

Q: HOw SHOULD A WORKING PAPER FROM AN INSTITUTION LIKE THE NBER BE CITED IN A
CHICAGO STYLE ECONOMICS PAPER?

A: A WORKING PAPER CITATION SHOULD INCLUDE THE AUTHORS' FULL NAMES, THE TITLE OF THE PAPER IN QUOTATION MARKS,
THE INSTITUTION THAT PUBLISHED IT (€.G., NBER), THE WORKING PAPER NUMBER, THE LOCATION OF PUBLICATION IF
APPLICABLE, AND THE YEAR. FOR EXAMPLE: ACEMOGLU, DARON, AND JAMES A. ROBINSON. “THE RISt oF Europe: CULTURAL
AND EconoMic FACTORS.” NBER W/ orkING PapPer No. 1909 6. CaMerIDGE, MA: NATIONAL BUREAU OF ECONOMIC RESEARCH,
2013.

Q: \WHAT ARE THE ESSENTIAL COMPONENTS OF A BIBLIOGRAPHIC ENTRY FOR A JOURNAL
ARTICLE IN CHICAGO STYLE FOR ECONOMICS?

A: A BIBLIOGRAPHIC ENTRY FOR A JOURNAL ARTICLE TYPICALLY INCLUDES THE AUTHOR'S FULL NAME, THE TITLE OF THE ARTICLE
IN QUOTATION MARKS, THE TITLE OF THE JOURNAL IN ITALICS, THE VOLUME AND ISSUE NUMBERS, THE YEAR OF PUBLICATION,
AND THE PAGE NUMBERS. THE DOI (DiGITAL OBJECT IDENTIFIER) IS ALSO OFTEN INCLUDED IF AVAILABLE. EXAMPLE: LUCAS,
RoBerT E., JR. “EXPECTATIONS AND THE NEUTRALITY OF MONEY.” JOURNAL OF ECONOMIC THEORY 4, No. 2 (197 2):
103-24.



Q: HOwW SHOULD TABLES AND FIGURES BE LABELED AND FORMATTED IN AN ECONOMICS
PAPER ACCORDING TO CHICAGO STYLE?

A: T ABLES SHOULD BE PRECEDED BY A NUMBER AND A DESCRIPTIVE TITLE. FIGURES SHOULD BE FOLLOWED BY A NUMBER AND A
DESCRIPTIVE CAPTION. BOTH SHOULD HAVE CLEAR COLUMN/AXIS HEADINGS AND UNITS OF MEASUREMENT SPECIFIED. THE SOURCE
OF THE DATA MUST BE CLEARLY INDICATED, USUALLY IN A NOTE BELOW THE TABLE OR FIGURE.

QZ WHAT IS THE PURPOSE OF USING FOOTNOTES OR ENDNOTES IN AN ECONOMICS PAPER
FORMATTED IN CHICAGO STYLE?

A: FOOTNOTES AND ENDNOTES SERVE TO PROVIDE CITATIONS (ESPECIALLY IN THE NOTES-BIBLIOGRAPHY SYSTEM), OFFER
EXPLANATORY COMMENTS, OR INCLUDE SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION THAT WOULD INTERRUPT THE FLOW OF THE MAIN TEXT.
THEY ALLOW FOR DETAILED REFERENCING AND ELABORATION WITHOUT DISRUPTING THE PRIMARY ARGUMENT.

QI WHAT IS THE TYPICAL CONVENTION FOR CITING A WORK WITH THREE OR MORE
AUTHORS IN THE AUTHOR-DATE SYSTEM OF CHICAGO STYLE?

A: FOR WORKS WITH THREE OR MORE AUTHORS, YOU CITE THE FIRST AUTHOR'S LAST NAME FOLLOWED BY “ET AL.” AND THE
YEAR OF PUBLICATION. FOR EXAMPLE: (HALL, ET AL. 201 7) THIS CONVENTION HELPS KEEP IN-TEXT CITATIONS CONCISE.

Q: How SHOULD AN ONLINE SOURCE, LIKE A REPORT FROM A GOVERNMENT AGENCY, BE
CITED IN A CHICAGO STYLE ECONOMICS PAPER?

A: \WHEN CITING AN ONLINE SOURCE, INCLUDE THE AUTHOR (IF AVAILABLE), THE TITLE OF THE DOCUMENT OR WEBPAGE, THE
NAME OF THE WEBSITE, THE URL, AND THE DATE OF ACCESS. FOR EXAMPLE: CONGRESSIONAL BUDGET OFFICE. “ THE BUDGET
AND EconoMic OuTLook: 2023 To 2033.” Accessep OcToser 26, 2023.
HTTPS://WWwW.CBO.GOV/PUBLICATION/58927.

Q: IS IT ACCEPTABLE TO USE ABBREVIATIONS IN CHICAGO STYLE ECONOMICS PAPERS?

A: ABBREVIATIONS CAN BE USED, BUT THEY SHOULD BE DEFINED UPON THEIR FIRST USE, ESPECIALLY IF THEY ARE NOT COMMONLY
UNDERSTOOD. FOR CORPORATE AUTHORS IN AUTHOR-DATE CITATIONS, A RECOGNIZABLE ABBREVIATION CAN BE USED AFTER THE
FULL NAME IS PRESENTED AT LEAST ONCE. FOR EXAMPLE, YOU MIGHT CITE THE “INTERNATIONAL MONETARY FUND” FULLY THE
FIRST TIME AND THEN USE “(IMF)” IN SUBSEQUENT CITATIONS.

QI WHAT IS THE BEST WAY TO ENSURE ACCURACY AND AVOID COMMON FORMATTING
ERRORS IN MY CHICAGO STYLE ECONOMICS PAPER?

A: METICULOUS PROOFREADING IS KEY. REVIEW YOUR PAPER SPECIFICALLY FOR FORMATTING ISSUES AFTER COMPLETING THE
CONTENT. READING ALOUD CAN HELP IDENTIFY ERRORS. USING A CHECKLIST OF CHICAGO STYLE REQUIREMENTS AND CONSULTING
THE OFFICIAL CMOS MANUAL OR UNIVERSITY WRITING CENTER RESOURCES CAN ALSO SIGNIFICANTLY IMPROVE ACCURACY.
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