
chicago style economics formatting
resources for economics students
The University of Chicago, renowned for its rigorous economics program, also
champions a distinct approach to academic writing and citation. Understanding
and applying Chicago style economics formatting is crucial for students
aiming for clarity, credibility, and adherence to academic standards. This
article delves into the core components of Chicago style, providing
comprehensive resources and actionable advice for economics students
navigating this specific formatting labyrinth. We will explore citation
methods, the nuances of bibliographic entries, in-text referencing, and the
general principles that govern a polished academic submission in economics.
Mastering these elements ensures your research is presented professionally
and effectively, reflecting the high caliber of your work.
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Understanding Chicago Style in Economics
The University of Chicago has developed its own specific guidelines for
academic writing, often referred to as Chicago style. While a general Chicago
Manual of Style (CMOS) exists and is widely used, economics departments,
particularly at institutions like the University of Chicago, often refine
these guidelines to suit the discipline's particular needs. This specialized
adaptation emphasizes precision, clarity, and reproducibility of research.
For economics students, adhering to these formatting rules is not merely a
bureaucratic hurdle but a fundamental aspect of scholarly communication. It
ensures that your arguments are well-supported, your sources are clearly
acknowledged, and your work is easily understood and verifiable by your peers
and instructors.

The core philosophy behind Chicago style in economics is to provide a
consistent and unambiguous framework for presenting research findings. This
includes everything from how data is referenced to how equations are
formatted and how journal articles are cited. Familiarity with these
conventions builds academic integrity and contributes significantly to the
overall quality and impact of your scholarly contributions. Ignoring these
details can lead to deductions in grades and, more importantly, can detract
from the perceived credibility of your research, regardless of its
intellectual merit.



Key Components of Chicago Style Economics
Formatting
The Chicago style as applied in economics encompasses several key areas that
students must diligently master. These include the proper use of in-text
citations, the structure and content of the bibliography or reference list,
the formatting of tables and figures, and guidelines for mathematical and
statistical notation. Each of these elements plays a vital role in
constructing a coherent and professional academic paper. Understanding the
purpose behind each rule can help in applying them more effectively, rather
than simply memorizing them.

The overarching goal is to create a document that is easily navigable and
comprehensible to readers familiar with economic research. This means that
standard conventions are followed to minimize ambiguity and maximize the
reader's ability to follow the line of argument and verify the evidence
presented. Consequently, students are expected to dedicate time to
understanding and implementing these formatting requirements accurately.

In-Text Citations: The Author-Date System
For economics, the Chicago Manual of Style's Author-Date system is
predominantly favored over the Notes-Bibliography system. This approach is
chosen for its conciseness and directness in academic economics, allowing
readers to quickly identify the source of information without extensive
footnotes or endnotes. The fundamental structure involves placing the
author's last name and the year of publication in parentheses immediately
after the citation, directly within the text.

For instance, a reference to a seminal work by Milton Friedman might appear
as (Friedman 1962). If a direct quote is used, the page number must also be
included, such as (Friedman 1962, 45). When multiple works by the same author
in the same year are cited, they are distinguished by appending lowercase
letters to the year (e.g., Friedman 1962a, Friedman 1962b). If citing
multiple authors, the convention generally involves listing them
alphabetically or as they appear in the original work, separated by
semicolons within the parentheses. For works with three or more authors, it
is common practice to use the first author's last name followed by "et al."
(e.g., Acemoglu et al. 2012).

Bibliographic Entries: Crafting a Complete Reference
List
The bibliography, often titled "References," is a critical section that
provides full bibliographic details for every source cited in the text. This
list is typically alphabetized by the author's last name. Each entry must be
meticulously constructed to include all necessary information for a reader to
locate the original source. The level of detail required can vary slightly



depending on the type of source (e.g., journal article, book, working paper),
but certain elements are consistent.

A standard entry for a journal article in Chicago style economics formatting
would include the author(s)' full names, the year of publication, the title
of the article, the title of the journal, the volume and issue numbers, and
the page range. For example: Acemoglu, Daron, James A. Robinson, and Simon
Johnson. 2001. "The Colonial Origins of Comparative Development: An Empirical
Investigation." American Economic Review 91 (5): 1369–1401.

Entries for books follow a similar pattern, including author(s), year, title,
and publication information (city of publication and publisher). For a book,
it would look like: Friedman, Milton. 1962. Capitalism and Freedom. Chicago:
University of Chicago Press.

Formatting Tables and Figures
Tables and figures are essential tools in economics for presenting data and
illustrating concepts. In Chicago style economics formatting, specific
guidelines govern their presentation to ensure clarity and consistency.
Tables are typically numbered consecutively (Table 1, Table 2, etc.) and
given a descriptive title. Each table should have clear column headings and
row labels. Units of measurement should be clearly indicated, often within
the column headings or in a note below the table.

Figures, which include charts, graphs, and diagrams, are also numbered
consecutively (Figure 1, Figure 2, etc.) and accompanied by a caption. The
caption should be concise but informative, explaining what the figure
depicts. Axes in graphs should be clearly labeled, including units where
appropriate. All data presented in tables and figures must be sourced and
referenced, either within the table/figure note or in the main text's
citation system.

Mathematical and Statistical Notation
Economics heavily relies on mathematical and statistical notation. Chicago
style economics formatting provides guidelines for presenting these elements
to maintain readability and avoid ambiguity. Equations should be numbered
sequentially and indented, with the equation number placed flush right. These
numbered equations can then be referenced within the text using their number,
for example, "(Equation 3)."

When introducing variables or parameters, it is good practice to define them
clearly upon their first use, especially if the notation is complex or non-
standard. For common mathematical operators and symbols, standard conventions
are expected. While CMOS offers general guidance, economics departments may
have specific preferences regarding Greek letters, subscripts, superscripts,
and the display of complex mathematical models. Consulting departmental style
guides or examples from published works in the field is highly recommended
for these specific nuances.



Specific Economics Examples and Common Pitfalls
Navigating the specifics of Chicago style economics formatting can sometimes
lead to common errors. One frequent pitfall is inconsistent application of
the author-date system, such as mixing it with the notes-bibliography system
or omitting necessary components like page numbers for direct quotes. Another
common issue arises in the bibliography, where incomplete or incorrectly
formatted entries can undermine the credibility of the research. For
instance, forgetting to include the journal issue number or the full range of
pages for an article is a recurrent mistake.

Students also sometimes struggle with citing online sources, such as working
papers or data repositories. While the core principles remain the same, the
specific details of the URL and access date require careful attention. Ensure
that all elements are present and correctly punctuated. For instance, a
working paper citation might look like: Autor, David H., David Dorn, and
Gordon H. Hanson. 2013. "The China Syndrome: Local Labor Market Effects of
Import Competition in the United States." NBER Working Paper No. 19363.
National Bureau of Economic Research.

Leveraging Formatting Resources for Success
To effectively master Chicago style economics formatting, students should
utilize a range of available resources. The primary resource is the official
Chicago Manual of Style, particularly the sections dealing with the author-
date citation system. However, since economics departments often have
specific adaptations, it is crucial to consult departmental style guides,
which are usually available on the university's website or through the
economics department office. These guides often provide examples tailored to
economic literature.

University writing centers are invaluable assets, offering one-on-one
consultations with trained tutors who can review papers for adherence to
formatting standards. Furthermore, examining well-formatted economics papers,
such as those published in leading economic journals or dissertations from
your own university, can provide practical examples and reinforce learning.
Paying close attention to the formatting of every paper you read for your
courses will also build an intuitive understanding of the expected
conventions. Consistent practice and diligent review are key to achieving
mastery.

---

Q: What is the primary citation style used in
economics at the University of Chicago?
A: The University of Chicago, like many economics departments, primarily
utilizes the Author-Date system from the Chicago Manual of Style for in-text
citations. This system is preferred for its directness and ease of use in



academic economics.

Q: How do I cite a book in Chicago style economics
formatting?
A: To cite a book, you need the author(s)' full name(s), the year of
publication, the full title of the book, the city of publication, and the
publisher. For example: Smith, John. 2020. Advanced Macroeconomics. New York:
Cambridge University Press.

Q: What is the difference between the Author-Date
and Notes-Bibliography systems in Chicago style?
A: The Author-Date system uses parenthetical citations in the text (Author
Year) and a reference list at the end. The Notes-Bibliography system uses
numbered footnotes or endnotes for citations and a separate bibliography.
Economics typically favors the Author-Date system.

Q: How should I format citations for journal
articles in Chicago style economics?
A: For journal articles, you include the author(s)' full name(s), the year of
publication, the article title, the journal title, the volume and issue
numbers, and the page range. Example: Garcia, Maria. 2019. "Monetary Policy
Effectiveness." Journal of Economic Studies 15 (2): 112–135.

Q: What are the guidelines for citing multiple works
by the same author in the same year?
A: When citing multiple works by the same author published in the same year,
you append lowercase letters (a, b, c, etc.) to the year in both the in-text
citation and the bibliography. For example: (Jones 2021a) and Jones, Sarah.
2021a. "Title One." ... ; Jones, Sarah. 2021b. "Title Two." ...

Q: How do I cite a working paper in Chicago style
economics?
A: Working paper citations should include the author(s), year, title of the
paper, the series name (e.g., NBER Working Paper), the institution that
published it, and the paper number. Example: Lee, David. 2022. "Labor Market
Dynamics." Cowles Foundation Discussion Paper No. 2300. Yale University.



Q: Are there specific rules for formatting
mathematical equations in Chicago style economics?
A: Yes, equations are typically centered, numbered sequentially using
parentheses flush right, and referenced in the text by their number (e.g.,
"as shown in Equation (3)"). Variables should be defined clearly upon their
first use.

Q: What is the best way to ensure my Chicago style
economics formatting is correct?
A: Always consult your department's specific style guide, as economics
programs may have minor variations from the general CMOS. Reviewing examples
from published economics research and utilizing university writing center
resources are also highly beneficial.
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