chicago style economics footnotes

chicago style economics footnotes are a critical component of academic rigor in the field,
ensuring proper attribution and clarity for complex economic arguments. Mastering their creation is
essential for economists, researchers, and students aiming to publish their work in esteemed journals
or present at academic conferences. This comprehensive guide will delve into the intricacies of
Chicago style for economics, covering citation basics, specific formatting requirements for footnotes
and endnotes, common challenges, and best practices for effective scholarly communication.
Understanding these nuanced guidelines not only enhances the credibility of your research but also
facilitates a deeper engagement with economic literature.
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Understanding the Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS) in
Economics

The Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS) is a widely respected style guide that provides comprehensive
rules for writing, citation, and formatting. While CMOS offers two primary citation systems—notes-
bibliography and author-date—the notes-bibliography system, with its extensive use of footnotes or
endnotes, is particularly prevalent in many economics disciplines, especially in theoretical and
historical economics. Understanding the foundational principles of CMOS is the first step towards
accurately implementing Chicago style economics footnotes. This manual covers everything from
punctuation and grammar to the precise details of how to reference various types of sources.

In the realm of economics, adherence to a specific citation style like Chicago is not merely about
following rules; it's about contributing to the transparency and reproducibility of research. When
economists cite their sources meticulously using Chicago style footnotes, they allow readers to easily
verify the information, trace the lineage of ideas, and explore further research in the area. This
systematic approach fosters a robust academic discourse, where each contribution builds upon a
clearly documented foundation. The choice of the notes-bibliography system in economics often
stems from its ability to accommodate lengthy explanations or digressions within the footnotes
themselves, which can be invaluable for elaborating on complex economic models or historical
contexts without disrupting the main text's flow.



The Purpose and Function of Footnotes in Economic
Writing

Footnotes in economic writing serve multiple critical functions, extending beyond simple source
attribution. They are a versatile tool for enriching the reader's understanding and for maintaining the
clarity and conciseness of the main body of the text. Primarily, footnotes provide a mechanism for
acknowledging the intellectual debt owed to previous scholars, whether through direct quotation,
paraphrasing, or the use of specific data or methodologies. This not only upholds academic integrity
but also guides readers to the original sources for further exploration or verification of the presented
economic theories or empirical findings.

Beyond simple citations, Chicago style economics footnotes are often employed to provide
supplementary information that might otherwise clutter the main narrative. This can include detailed
derivations of mathematical models, extensive methodological descriptions, definitions of specialized
economic terms, historical background relevant to a particular economic phenomenon, or even brief
critiques of related literature. By relegating these more detailed or tangential points to footnotes,
authors can maintain a streamlined and focused main argument, making the core economic analysis
more accessible and digestible for a broader audience. This strategic use of footnotes allows for a
layered presentation of information, catering to readers with varying levels of expertise and interest.

Elaborating on Complex Economic Models

When presenting intricate economic models, the main text might focus on the intuition and key
results. Footnotes offer the ideal space to present the full mathematical formulation, including all
equations, assumptions, and derivations. This allows readers who are deeply interested in the
mathematical underpinnings to examine them without derailing the narrative for those more focused
on the conceptual understanding. This granular level of detail in Chicago style economics footnotes is
crucial for theoretical and econometric work.

Providing Historical or Contextual Background

Many economic phenomena have deep historical roots or are influenced by specific socio-political
contexts. Footnotes can be used to offer brief, yet informative, historical details or contextual
explanations that are pertinent to the economic argument but not central to its immediate unfolding.
For example, when discussing the economic impacts of a particular policy, a footnote might briefly
touch upon the political climate or the preceding economic conditions that shaped the policy's
implementation and subsequent effects, enriching the overall analysis.

Basic Footnote Formatting in Chicago Style

The formatting of Chicago style economics footnotes follows a strict set of guidelines designed for
consistency and ease of reading. The primary rule is that the first citation of a source in a footnote
should be full, providing all necessary bibliographic information. Subsequent citations to the same
source can be shortened, typically by including the author's last name, a shortened title of the work,



and the page number. This distinction between the initial and subsequent citations is a hallmark of
the Chicago notes-bibliography system.

Each footnote begins with a superscript Arabic numeral placed at the end of the sentence or clause to
which it refers. The footnote itself starts with the same numeral, followed by a period, and then the
citation details. For the first full citation, the order of elements is crucial: Author’s full name, Title of
the work (italicized for books, in quotation marks for articles), Publication information (city, publisher,
year), and specific page number(s). Subsequent notes require a more concise format, ensuring that
the reader can easily locate the source without unnecessary repetition of full bibliographic data.
Adherence to these details is paramount for maintaining academic credibility.

Initial Full Footnote Citations

When a source is cited for the first time in a footnote, it requires a comprehensive entry. For instance,
a book would be cited as: John Smith, Theories of Macroeconomics (Chicago: University of Chicago
Press, 2020), 45. An article in a journal would be formatted as: Jane Doe, "Behavioral Economics and
Consumer Choice," Journal of Economic Studies 55, no. 3 (2019): 112. These detailed entries allow
readers to identify the source precisely and locate the referenced material readily.

Subsequent Shortened Footnote Citations

Once a source has been fully cited in a preceding footnote, subsequent references to it can be
abbreviated. This saves space and reduces redundancy. The format typically includes the author’s
last name, a shortened version of the title, and the relevant page number. For example, if the Smith
book was cited earlier, a subsequent reference would appear as: Smith, Macroeconomics, 78. If the
Doe article was cited, it would be: Doe, "Behavioral Economics," 120. This conciseness is key to the
efficiency of Chicago style economics footnotes.

Citing Journal Articles in Chicago Style Economics
Footnotes

Citing journal articles is a frequent necessity in economics research, and Chicago style provides
specific guidelines for their accurate representation in footnotes. The structure of a full footnote
citation for a journal article includes the author's name, the title of the article, the name of the
journal, the volume and issue numbers, the year of publication, and the specific page number(s)
referenced. Precision in these elements is vital for academic integrity.

The title of the article is typically enclosed in quotation marks, while the name of the journal is
italicized. The volume and issue numbers are presented numerically, often with the issue number
following the volume number, separated by a comma. The year of publication is enclosed in
parentheses. When referring to a specific point, the page number(s) are included at the end. For
subsequent citations, the author's last name, a shortened title of the article, and the page number are
sufficient. Mastering these details ensures that your Chicago style economics footnotes are both
accurate and compliant with scholarly standards.



Elements of a Full Journal Article Footnote

e Author's full name (Last name, First name)

"Title of Article"

Name of Journal

Volume number

Issue number

¢ (Year of Publication)

e Page number(s)

Example of a Full Journal Article Footnote

Here is an example of a full footnote citation for a journal article:
1. Paul Romer, "The Origins of Endogenous Growth," Journal of Political Economy 94, no. 2 (1986):
277.

Example of a Subsequent Shortened Journal Article Footnote

And a subsequent shortened citation for the same article would look like this:
2. Romer, "Endogenous Growth," 280.

Citing Books and Book Chapters in Chicago Style
Economics Footnotes

The citation of books and book chapters in Chicago style economics footnotes requires careful
attention to the order and format of bibliographic details. For a full citation of a book, the author’s full
name is listed first, followed by the italicized title of the book, the place of publication, the publisher,
and the year of publication. The specific page number(s) being referenced are then appended. This
comprehensive format allows readers to easily identify and locate the exact source material.

When citing a chapter within an edited book, the format is slightly different. It begins with the author
of the chapter, followed by the chapter title in quotation marks. Then comes "in," the title of the book
(italicized), followed by the editor(s) and their role (e.g., "ed." or "eds."), and finally the publication
details (place, publisher, year) and page numbers for the chapter. Subsequent citations for both
books and book chapters follow the abbreviated format, typically consisting of the author's last name,
a shortened title, and the page number.



Full Citation for a Book

A typical full footnote citation for a book is as follows:
1. Milton Friedman, Capitalism and Freedom (Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 1962), 34.

Full Citation for a Book Chapter

And for a chapter within an edited volume:
2. Ronald Coase, "The Nature of the Firm," in Readings in Managerial Economics, ed. Richard Caves
and Michael Porter (Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 1993), 255.

Subsequent Shortened Citations for Books and Chapters

Subsequent references would then be shortened:
3. Friedman, Capitalism and Freedom, 50.
4. Coase, "The Nature of the Firm," 260.

Citing Working Papers and Unpublished Materials

In economics, working papers and unpublished materials are frequently cited, as they often represent
cutting-edge research not yet formally published in peer-reviewed journals. Chicago style economics
footnotes provide specific guidance for these types of sources to ensure clarity and traceability. For
working papers, the citation typically includes the author(s), the title of the paper (in quotation
marks), the designation as a working paper (e.g., "Working Paper no. XXX"), the institution that
published it, and the date. If the paper is available online, a URL can be included.

Unpublished materials, such as dissertations, manuscripts, or conference presentations, are cited
similarly. The author's name, the title (in quotation marks), and a description of the material (e.g.,
"unpublished manuscript," "PhD dissertation") are essential. The date of creation or presentation and
the location where the material can be found (e.g., university archives, author's personal collection)
should also be indicated. The goal is to provide enough information for a reader to reasonably locate
the material, even if it is not widely distributed. For both working papers and unpublished items,
subsequent citations use the shortened format.

Formatting Working Papers

A typical footnote for a working paper:
1. Daron Acemoglu and James Robinson, "Revolutions and Dictatorships," NBER Working Paper no.
25024 (Cambridge, MA: National Bureau of Economic Research, 2018), 15.

Formatting Unpublished Manuscripts

And for an unpublished manuscript:



2. Amartya Sen, "Rationality and Freedom" (unpublished manuscript, 2001), 22, accessed October 26,
2023, https://some-archive.edu/sen-ms.

Shortened Citations for These Sources

Subsequent notes would be concise:
3. Acemoglu and Robinson, "Revolutions and Dictatorships," 18.
4. Sen, "Rationality and Freedom," 25.

Handling Specific Economic Data and Methodological
References

Citing economic data sets and specific methodologies is crucial for the transparency and replicability
of empirical economic research. Chicago style economics footnotes provide a framework for
acknowledging the origin and nature of the data used. This typically involves identifying the data
source by name, providing any relevant identifying numbers or codes, the custodian or provider of the
data (e.g., a government agency, a research institute), and the date of access or download. If the
data is from a specific publication or website, that should also be referenced.

When referring to a particular econometric technique or statistical method, the citation should point
to the original source where that method was introduced or thoroughly explained. This could be a
seminal journal article, a textbook, or a specialized monograph. The footnote should clearly name the
methodology and provide the full citation to the authoritative source. This ensures that readers can
refer to the original description of the method to understand its assumptions and limitations. For both
data and methodologies, subsequent citations are shortened as per standard Chicago style practices.

Citing Data Sources

When referring to a data set:
1. U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics, Consumer Price Index Detailed Report, Table 7, accessed October
26, 2023, https://www.bls.gov/cpi/data.htm.

Citing Methodologies

When referencing a specific economic model or methodology:
2. Ordinary Least Squares (OLS) regression analysis, as described in Jeffrey Wooldridge, Introductory
Econometrics: A Modern Approach, 7th ed. (Boston: Cengage Learning, 2020), 45-50.

Shortened Citations for Data and Methodologies

Subsequent citations would be brief:
3. U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics, Consumer Price Index Detailed Report, Table 7.



4. Wooldridge, Introductory Econometrics, 60.

Common Pitfalls and How to Avoid Them

While the guidelines for Chicago style economics footnotes are detailed, several common pitfalls can
arise for researchers. One frequent error is inconsistent application of the rules, such as mixing up the
format for the first citation versus subsequent citations, or incorrectly italicizing titles or enclosing
them in quotation marks. Another pitfall is the failure to include all necessary bibliographic
information in the initial citation, leaving the reader with insufficient details to locate the source.
Ensuring accuracy requires careful proofreading and a thorough understanding of the CMOS
guidelines.

Another common mistake is the improper citation of online resources, which are increasingly
prevalent in economic research. Failing to include access dates for web sources or not providing
stable URLs can make it impossible for readers to verify the information. Furthermore, some
researchers may overuse or underuse footnotes; the former can clutter the text with excessive
tangential information, while the latter can lead to accusations of plagiarism or inadequate
attribution. Maintaining a balance and using footnotes strategically for clarification and support,
rather than as a repository for every minor thought, is key. Regularly consulting a style manual or
using citation management software can help mitigate these issues.

Inconsistent Citation Formatting

Mistakes often occur with the distinction between initial and subsequent citations. Always ensure the
first mention is full and subsequent mentions are shortened. Pay close attention to italics for
books/journals and quotation marks for articles/chapters.

Missing Bibliographic Details

Never omit crucial information like publisher, year, or volume/issue numbers for journals. If a page
number is essential for the reference, include it, especially in the initial citation.

Improper Handling of Online Sources

For online sources, always include the access date and a stable URL if available. If a source is likely to
change or disappear, note that in the citation or consider finding a more stable version.

Best Practices for Chicago Style Economics Footnotes

Adopting several best practices can significantly improve the quality and compliance of your Chicago
style economics footnotes. Firstly, maintain a dedicated citation management system from the outset
of your research. This means keeping meticulous records of all sources consulted, including full



bibliographic details, as you gather information. This proactive approach prevents last-minute
scrambling and reduces the likelihood of errors or omissions when compiling your footnotes and
bibliography.

Secondly, familiarize yourself thoroughly with the latest edition of The Chicago Manual of Style, as
well as any specific requirements of the journal or publisher you are submitting to. Economics
departments or journals might have minor stylistic preferences or abbreviations that deviate slightly
from the general CMOS guidelines. Regularly proofreading your footnotes, ideally by someone else,
can catch subtle errors in formatting, punctuation, or completeness. Finally, strive for clarity and
conciseness in your footnote content; while footnotes offer space for elaboration, they should remain
focused and contribute directly to the academic argument.

e Start citation management early in your research process.

Keep detailed records of all sources.

Consult the latest edition of The Chicago Manual of Style.

Be aware of specific journal or publisher guidelines.

Proofread your footnotes meticulously.

Use footnotes strategically to enhance understanding and attribution.

Ensure conciseness and clarity in footnote content.

The Role of Endnotes vs. Footnotes in Economics

In economics, both footnotes and endnotes are employed within the Chicago notes-bibliography
system, though their placement dictates their function and reader experience. Footnotes appear at
the bottom of the page on which the reference is made, allowing readers to easily consult
supplementary information or source details without leaving the page. This immediacy can be
advantageous for complex arguments where readers might need to frequently refer to cited material
or explanatory notes.

Endnotes, on the other hand, are compiled at the end of the text, chapter, or entire work. While they
also serve the purpose of citation and elaboration, their placement requires readers to turn to a
separate section, which can interrupt the flow of reading more significantly than footnotes. In
economics, the choice between footnotes and endnotes often depends on the author's preference,
the publisher's requirements, or the nature of the supplementary content. Some economists prefer
endnotes for lengthy digressions or extensive technical explanations that they feel would disrupt the
main text too much if placed as footnotes, while others favor footnotes for their accessibility.
Regardless of the choice, the formatting rules for the citations themselves remain consistent with
Chicago style.



Advantages of Footnotes

Footnotes offer immediate access to citation information and supplementary text directly on the
page, which can enhance the reader's ability to follow the main argument without interruption.

Advantages of Endnotes

Endnotes can be preferred for very long or numerous explanatory notes, as they keep the main body
of the text cleaner and more focused. They can also be useful for summarizing all citations at the end
of a chapter or section.

Consistency in Formatting

Regardless of whether footnotes or endnotes are used, the internal formatting of each note—the
order of elements, punctuation, and capitalization—must adhere strictly to Chicago style guidelines
for economics to maintain academic rigor.

FAQ

Q: What is the primary difference between footnotes and
endnotes in Chicago style for economics?

A: The primary difference lies in their placement: footnotes appear at the bottom of the page where
the reference is made, while endnotes are compiled at the end of the document, chapter, or book.

Q: Can | use author-date citations if my economics paper
requires Chicago style?

A: The Chicago Manual of Style offers both the notes-bibliography system (using footnotes/endnotes)
and the author-date system. However, in many economics disciplines, particularly theoretical and
historical economics, the notes-bibliography system with footnotes or endnotes is more commonly
expected. Always confirm the specific requirements.

Q: How do | cite a data set downloaded from a specific
website in Chicago style economics footnotes?

A: You should cite the name of the data set, the organization that provides it (e.g., World Bank, IMF),
any specific identifier or table number, the date you accessed it, and the stable URL if available.

Q: What is the correct way to shorten a citation for a book



after its first full mention?

A: After the first full citation, a shortened version typically includes the author's last name, a
shortened title of the book (italicized), and the page number. For example: Smith, Macroeconomics,
78.

Q: Is it acceptable to include extensive mathematical
derivations in footnotes for economics papers?

A: Yes, Chicago style economics footnotes are ideal for including detailed mathematical derivations,
complex formulas, or rigorous proofs that would disrupt the main text's flow but are essential for
thoroughness.

Q: How should I cite a working paper that is available online?

A: Cite the author(s), the title of the working paper (in quotation marks), the designation as a working
paper (including number and issuing institution), the date, and the URL. Include the access date as
well.

Q: What if the journal I'm submitting to has specific citation
requirements that differ slightly from the Chicago Manual of
Style?

A: You must always follow the specific guidelines provided by the journal or publisher. They often
have a style sheet that outlines any deviations from standard CMOS.

Q: Should I include a bibliography if | am using footnotes for
my citations?

A: Yes, if you are using the notes-bibliography system (with footnotes or endnotes) in Chicago style,
you are also expected to include a bibliography at the end of your work that lists all the sources cited.
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