chicago style economics citations examples

Chicago Style Economics Citations Examples: A Comprehensive Guide

chicago style economics citations examples are crucial for academic integrity and clear
communication within the field of economics. Properly citing sources in Chicago style, particularly the
Notes and Bibliography system, ensures that readers can trace the origins of ideas and data, lending
credibility to your research. This comprehensive guide will delve into the nuances of Chicago style for
economics, covering various source types, essential elements of a citation, and providing detailed
examples for common academic materials. Understanding these elements is key to producing
scholarly work that adheres to rigorous academic standards in economics.
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Understanding Chicago Style for Economics

Chicago style, often referred to as the Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS), is a widely adopted citation
style in academic disciplines, including economics. For economics, the most prevalent system within
Chicago style is the Notes and Bibliography format. This system uses numbered footnotes or endnotes
to cite sources within the text, with a corresponding bibliography at the end of the document listing

all cited works. This approach is favored for its clarity, allowing readers to easily identify the source of
information without disrupting the flow of the main text with parenthetical citations.

The adherence to a specific citation style like Chicago is not merely about following rules; it's about
contributing to the scholarly conversation in a transparent and organized manner. In economics,
where data, models, and previous research form the bedrock of new discoveries, precise attribution is
paramount. Using Chicago style correctly demonstrates a commitment to academic honesty and
allows your readers to critically evaluate your work by accessing the original sources.



The Notes and Bibliography System

The Notes and Bibliography system is the cornerstone of Chicago style for economics and many other
humanities and social science fields. It distinguishes itself by employing superscripts in the text to
refer to detailed notes, which can be placed at the bottom of the page (footnotes) or at the end of the
document (endnotes). These notes contain the full citation information or a shortened version,
depending on the context and whether the source has been cited before. This system is generally
preferred in economics for its ability to accommodate extensive referencing without cluttering the
main body of the text, which often involves complex mathematical formulas and detailed
explanations.

The bibliography, appearing at the end of the paper, provides a comprehensive alphabetical list of all
sources consulted and cited in the notes. This allows readers to quickly locate the full publication
details of any source mentioned in the text. The consistent application of this two-part system—notes
for in-text reference and bibliography for a full list—ensures that all referenced material is properly
acknowledged.

Essential Elements of a Chicago Style Citation

Regardless of the source type, Chicago style citations in economics generally require a core set of
information to be complete and informative. These elements work together to uniquely identify a
source for your readers. When constructing any citation, consider these fundamental components:

e Author(s) or Editor(s): Full name(s) as they appear on the publication.

e Title of the Work: The specific title of the book, article, chapter, or website.

Publication Information: For books, this includes the city of publication, publisher, and year. For
articles, it includes the journal name, volume, issue number, and page range.

Date of Publication: The year, and sometimes the month or day, depending on the source.

Page Number(s): Specific page(s) referenced in your text.

URL or DOI: For online resources, a stable link or Digital Object Identifier.

Missing any of these key details can render a citation incomplete and unhelpful. Precision in gathering
and formatting this information is key to effective academic referencing.

Citing Journal Articles in Chicago Style



Journal articles are a staple in economic research, and citing them accurately in Chicago style is vital.
The Notes and Bibliography system requires a specific format for both the initial note and subsequent
references, as well as for the bibliography entry. The goal is to provide all necessary details for a
reader to locate the exact article you are referencing.

First Note Citation for a Journal Article

The initial note for a journal article should include the author's first name and last name, the title of
the article, the title of the journal, the volume and issue numbers, the year of publication, and the
specific page number(s) you are citing. For example:

1. John A. Smith, "The Impact of Monetary Policy on Inflation," Journal of Economic Analysis 45, no. 2
(2022): 115.

Subsequent Note Citation for a Journal Article

Once an article has been cited in a full note, subsequent references to the same source can be
shortened. This typically includes the author's last name, a shortened version of the article title (if
necessary to distinguish from other works by the same author), and the page number. For example:

2. Smith, "Monetary Policy," 120.

Bibliography Entry for a Journal Article

The bibliography entry for a journal article is similar to the first note but often includes a slightly
different order and punctuation. The author's last name comes first, followed by a comma, then their
first name. The article title is enclosed in quotation marks, and the journal title is italicized. The
volume, issue, and year are then provided, followed by the complete page range of the article and
any relevant access information like a DOIL.

Smith, John A. "The Impact of Monetary Policy on Inflation." Journal of Economic Analysis 45, no. 2
(2022): 115-130. DOI: 10.1000/jea.2022.12345.

Citing Books in Chicago Style

Books are foundational in economics, serving as textbooks, theoretical treatises, and historical
accounts. Citing them correctly in Chicago style is essential for acknowledging the intellectual lineage
of your ideas.



First Note Citation for a Book

The first note citation for a book requires the author's first and last name, the full title of the book
(italicized), the city of publication, the publisher, the year of publication, and the specific page
number(s) cited. For instance:

3. Robert J. Gordon, The Rise and Fall of American Growth: The U.S. Since 1870 (Princeton: Princeton

University Press, 2016), 55.

Subsequent Note Citation for a Book

Subsequent citations to the same book follow a shortened format, usually including the author's last
name, a shortened title if needed, and the page number.

4. Gordon, American Growth, 78.

Bibliography Entry for a Book

The bibliography entry for a book is structured with the author's last name first, followed by their first
name. The title is italicized, and then comes the city of publication, publisher, and year.

Gordon, Robert J. The Rise and Fall of American Growth: The U.S. Since 1870. Princeton: Princeton
University Press, 2016.

Citing Edited Volumes in Chicago Style

Edited volumes, which collect chapters from various authors under a single thematic umbrella, are
common in economics. Citing both the edited volume and individual chapters requires attention to
detail.

First Note Citation for a Chapter in an Edited Volume

When citing a specific chapter, you need to include the chapter author, the chapter title, the title of
the edited volume (italicized), the editor(s) names, the publication information for the volume, and
the page range of the chapter. For example:

5. Claudia Goldin, "The Economics of Emancipation," in The Economics of Inequality, ed. Thomas
Piketty (Cambridge: Harvard University Press, 2019), 210.



Bibliography Entry for a Chapter in an Edited Volume

The bibliography entry for a chapter in an edited volume lists the chapter author first, followed by the
chapter title in quotation marks. Then, it specifies "in" followed by the editor(s) names (preceded by
"ed." or "eds."), the title of the edited volume (italicized), the publication details, and the page range
of the chapter.

Goldin, Claudia. "The Economics of Emancipation." In The Economics of Inequality, edited by Thomas
Piketty, 205-230. Cambridge: Harvard University Press, 2019.

Citing Working Papers and Reports

Working papers and reports from research institutions or government agencies are vital sources in
economics, often containing the latest empirical findings and policy analyses. Their citation format
needs to reflect their often-preliminary nature.

First Note Citation for a Working Paper

For a working paper, include the author(s), the title of the paper, the name of the issuing institution,
the working paper number (if applicable), and the year of publication. If citing a specific version or a
readily available online copy, include that information. For instance:

6. Daron Acemoglu and James A. Robinson, "The Rise of the West?" NBER Working Paper no. 20910
(Cambridge, MA: National Bureau of Economic Research, 2015), 15.

Bibliography Entry for a Working Paper

The bibliography entry follows a similar structure, with the author's last name first, followed by the
title of the working paper, the issuing institution, the series or number, and the publication year.

Acemoglu, Daron, and James A. Robinson. "The Rise of the West?" NBER Working Paper no. 20910.
Cambridge, MA: National Bureau of Economic Research, 2015.

Citing Dissertations and Theses

Dissertations and theses represent original research and are frequently cited in economics. Their
citation requires careful attention to the author, title, institution, and year.



First Note Citation for a Dissertation

A note citation for a dissertation should include the author's full name, the title of the dissertation
(italicized), the type of degree (e.g., PhD dissertation), the university, and the year of completion. If it
has been published or is available online, that information should be included. For example:

7. Esther Duflo, "Schooling and Health in Developing Countries: Evidence from a Randomized
Experiment" (PhD dissertation, Massachusetts Institute of Technology, 2001), 88.

Bibliography Entry for a Dissertation

The bibliography entry reverses the order for the author and typically includes the degree, university,
and year.

Duflo, Esther. "Schooling and Health in Developing Countries: Evidence from a Randomized
Experiment." PhD dissertation, Massachusetts Institute of Technology, 2001.

Citing Online Resources and Websites

The digital age necessitates citing online resources, from government statistics websites to academic
blogs. These citations need to provide enough information for the reader to locate the content.

First Note Citation for a Website Article

For an article or page on a website, include the author (if known), the title of the specific page or
article, the name of the website, and the URL. Crucially, include the date you accessed the page, as
online content can change. For instance:

8. "Labor Force Statistics from the Current Population Survey," U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics,
accessed November 15, 2023, https://www.bls.gov/cps/.

Bibliography Entry for a Website Article

The bibliography entry for a website is similar, prioritizing the author or organization, the title of the
page, the website name, and the URL, along with the access date.

U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics. "Labor Force Statistics from the Current Population Survey." Accessed
November 15, 2023. https://www.bls.gov/cps/.



In-Text Citations (Notes) Explained

In the Notes and Bibliography system, in-text citations are handled through superscript numbers
placed at the end of a sentence or clause, immediately before punctuation if applicable. Each number
corresponds to a note that provides the citation details. The primary purpose of these notes is to
attribute specific pieces of information, quotes, or ideas to their original sources. For economics
papers, where data visualizations, statistical findings, and theoretical arguments are constantly being
built upon previous work, these notes are indispensable.

The first time a source is cited in a note, the full citation details are provided. For all subsequent
citations of the same source within the document, a shortened form of the citation is used, typically
comprising the author's last name, a condensed title (if necessary), and the page number. This
efficiency helps to maintain the readability of the notes while still providing clear attribution.

The Bibliography Explained

The bibliography, appearing at the end of the paper, serves as a comprehensive and alphabetized list
of all sources that were cited in the notes. It provides the complete publication details for each
source, allowing readers to easily find and consult the original material. Unlike the notes, which are
keyed to specific points in the text, the bibliography is a standalone reference tool.

Each entry in the bibliography must be meticulously formatted according to Chicago style rules. The
order of elements and punctuation are consistent for each source type but differ between them. For
economics, this means that journal articles, books, working papers, and other sources will each have
their distinct bibliography format, ensuring clarity and ease of navigation for anyone reviewing your
research.

Common Citation Errors to Avoid

Even experienced scholars can make mistakes when citing sources. In Chicago style for economics,
common errors often stem from misinterpreting the rules for different source types or overlooking
essential details. Being aware of these pitfalls can significantly improve the accuracy of your citations.

One frequent error is the inconsistency in punctuation, such as omitting commas or using colons
incorrectly. Another common mistake is failing to italicize book titles or journal names, or conversely,
italicizing article titles. The order of author names (first name first in notes, last name first in
bibliography) can also be a source of confusion. For online sources, forgetting to include the access
date or providing a broken URL is problematic. Finally, not providing sufficient detail in the initial note,
leading to ambiguity, or failing to use the shortened format for subsequent notes can hinder clarity.



Best Practices for Chicago Style Economics Citations

To ensure your Chicago style economics citations are accurate and professional, adopting a set of
best practices is highly recommended. These practices extend beyond simply knowing the rules; they
involve a proactive approach to citation management throughout your research process.

e Use a citation management tool: Software like Zotero, Mendeley, or EndNote can help you
organize your sources and generate citations in the correct format, significantly reducing
manual errors.

e Consult the Chicago Manual of Style directly: When in doubt, refer to the official CMOS guide or
its online version for the most authoritative guidance.

* Be consistent: Ensure that your formatting is consistent throughout your entire document, from
the first note to the last bibliography entry.

e Double-check all details: Carefully review every element of your citations, including author
names, titles, publication dates, and page numbers, against the original sources.

e Proofread your notes and bibliography thoroughly: Treat your citations with the same level of
scrutiny as your main text.

By integrating these practices into your research workflow, you can confidently produce scholarly
work that meets the highest standards of academic citation.












FAQ

Q: What is the primary difference between the Notes and
Bibliography system and the Author-Date system in Chicago
style, and why is Notes and Bibliography often preferred in
economics?

A: The Notes and Bibliography system uses numbered footnotes or endnotes for in-text citations and
a comprehensive bibliography at the end. The Author-Date system uses parenthetical in-text citations
(Author Year, Page) and a reference list. Notes and Bibliography is often preferred in economics
because the detailed notes can accommodate complex source information without disrupting the flow
of text, which frequently includes mathematical notation and intricate arguments. The bibliography
provides a clear, consolidated list of all sources used.

Q: How do | cite a government report in Chicago style for
economics?

A: For a government report, you typically include the name of the government agency or department
as the author, the title of the report (italicized), the report number if applicable, and the year of
publication. For notes, include the specific page number. For the bibliography, it follows a similar
structure without a specific page number unless referring to a particular section. Example: U.S.
Congressional Budget Office, The Budget and Economic Outlook: 2023-2033 (Washington, DC:
Government Publishing Office, 2023).

Q: What is the correct way to cite a chapter from a book that
has no editor, only an author?

A: If a book has chapters by different authors but is not an edited volume (i.e., it's a collection by one
author or a compilation where a specific author is credited for each chapter), you cite it as a chapter
by that author within their own book. However, if it's a chapter within a larger work that is attributed
to a specific author, and there are no editors listed for the overall volume, you would cite the author
of the chapter, the chapter title, the book title, the publication details, and the page number. If it's a
collection of essays by one author, you treat it as a book and cite the relevant page. If it's a
compilation of distinct essays by various authors and no editor is credited, it becomes more complex
and may require consultation with the CMOS guide.

Q: When should | use a shortened note citation versus a full
note citation in Chicago style economics?

A: You use a full note citation the first time you refer to a specific source in your paper. For all
subsequent citations of that same source, you use a shortened note citation. This typically includes
the author's last name, a brief version of the title (if necessary to distinguish it from other works by
the same author), and the page number. For example, if the first note was "John A. Smith, 'The Impact



of Monetary Policy on Inflation,' Journal of Economic Analysis 45, no. 2 (2022): 115," a subsequent
note would be "Smith, ‘Monetary Policy,' 120."

Q: How do | cite a paper from an economics conference
proceeding in Chicago style?

A: To cite a paper from conference proceedings, you would typically include the author(s) of the
paper, the title of the paper (in quotation marks), the title of the conference proceedings (italicized),
the name of the conference, the date and location of the conference, and the page number(s) of the
paper. The publication information of the proceedings, if published as a book, would also be included.
Example: Janet Yellen, "Monetary Policy Challenges in a Globalized Economy," in Proceedings of the
Annual Meeting of the American Economic Association, Denver, CO, January 5-7, 2023, 15-25.

Q: Is it necessary to include the DOI in Chicago style citations
for journal articles?

A: Yes, it is highly recommended and often considered essential to include the Digital Object Identifier
(DOI) for journal articles when available. The DOI is a persistent, unique identifier that helps readers
locate the article even if the URL changes. It should be placed at the end of the citation, often
following the page range.

Q: What is the best way to cite economic data from a website
like the World Bank or IMF?

A: When citing economic data from a website like the World Bank or IMF, treat it as a citation to a
webpage. Include the authoring organization (e.g., World Bank, International Monetary Fund), the title
of the specific data set or page, the website name, the URL, and the date of access. Be as specific as
possible about the data set and its location on the website. For example: World Bank, "GDP (current
US$) - Sub-Saharan Africa," World Bank Open Data, accessed November 15, 2023,
https://data.worldbank.org/indicator/NY.GDP.MKTP.CD?region=afr.
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