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Understanding Chicago Style Economics Bibliography Examples

chicago style economics bibliography example provides a crucial framework for
academic research in the field of economics, ensuring consistency, clarity,
and proper attribution of sources. This comprehensive guide delves into the
intricacies of creating an effective Chicago style bibliography for economics
papers, offering detailed explanations, practical examples, and best
practices. We will explore the fundamental elements of a Chicago style
citation, including author-date and footnote/endnote variations, and discuss
specific considerations for citing various types of economic literature, such
as journal articles, books, working papers, and government publications.
Mastering these elements is essential for any economist seeking to produce
scholarly work that adheres to rigorous academic standards and effectively
communicates their research findings.
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Understanding the Chicago Manual of Style for
Economics

The Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS) is a widely adopted citation style in
academic disciplines, and its application in economics requires a specific
understanding of its nuances. For economics, CMOS typically offers two
primary systems for citations: the author-date system and the notes and
bibliography system. The author-date system is often favored in social
sciences for its conciseness within the text, while the notes and
bibliography system, with its footnotes or endnotes, allows for more detailed
commentary and source tracking.

When constructing an economics bibliography using Chicago style, the goal is
to provide readers with enough information to locate and verify every source
cited in the text. This means meticulously detailing elements like authors'
names, publication dates, titles, journal names, publisher information, and
any relevant volume and page numbers. Adherence to the prescribed format not
only lends credibility to your work but also demonstrates respect for
intellectual property and aids in the broader dissemination of economic
knowledge.



Key Components of a Chicago Style Economics
Bibliography Entry

Regardless of the specific type of source, a Chicago style economics
bibliography entry generally comprises several core components that must be
presented in a particular order and format. These components ensure that each
reference is unique and easily identifiable, facilitating the research
process for both authors and readers.

Essential Information for Economic Sources

Author(s) or Editor(s): Full names, typically last name first for the
primary author.

Publication Year: The year the work was published.

Title of the Work: The full title of the book, article, or report.

Publication Details: This varies by source type and includes journal
name, volume, issue, page numbers, publisher, and location.

DOI or URL (if applicable): For digital resources, a persistent
identifier or web address.

Formatting Conventions in Chicago Style
Bibliographies

In Chicago style, bibliography entries are typically alphabetized by the
author's last name. Punctuation plays a significant role; periods, commas,
and colons are used precisely to separate different pieces of information.
For book titles and journal titles, italics are generally used. The specific
capitalization of titles also follows CMOS guidelines, often employing
sentence case for article titles and title case for book and journal titles.

Citing Journal Articles in Chicago Style for
Economics

Journal articles are a staple in economic research, and their citation in a
Chicago style bibliography requires careful attention to detail. The standard
format for journal articles aims to quickly convey the journal title, volume,
issue, and specific pages where the article can be found.



Structure of a Journal Article Citation

A typical entry for a journal article in a Chicago style economics
bibliography using the notes and bibliography system looks like this:

Author Last Name, First Name. "Title of Article." Title of Journal
Volume, no. Issue (Year): Page numbers.

For example:

Mankiw, N. Gregory. "A Contribution to the Theory of the Phillips
Curve." The Quarterly Journal of Economics 102, no. 3 (1987): 517–27.

If using the author-date system, the in-text citation would be (Author Last
Name Year), and the bibliography entry would follow a similar structure but
might omit page numbers if the entire article is being referenced in the
bibliography, though specific page ranges are often included.

Citing Specific Issues and Online Access

When citing a specific issue of a journal, ensure the issue number is clearly
indicated. If the article is accessed online, and a Digital Object Identifier
(DOI) is available, it is highly recommended to include it after the page
numbers. This provides a stable and direct link to the article. If no DOI is
available, a URL can be provided, along with the date of access if the
content is subject to change.

Citing Books and Book Chapters in Chicago Style
for Economics

Books and their constituent chapters are fundamental resources in economics,
from foundational texts to contemporary analyses. Citing them accurately in a
Chicago style bibliography is crucial for acknowledging the broader
intellectual contributions.

Full Book Citation Format

When citing an entire book, the standard Chicago style bibliography entry
includes the author's name, the publication year, the full title of the book
in italics, and the publisher's location and name.

Author Last Name, First Name. Year. Title of Book. Publisher Location:
Publisher Name.



An example of a full book citation:

Friedman, Milton. 1962. Capitalism and Freedom. Chicago: University of
Chicago Press.

Citing Chapters within Edited Volumes

Citing a chapter from an edited book requires additional information: the
chapter author, the chapter title, and details about the editor and the
overall book. The format typically looks like this:

Chapter Author Last Name, First Name. "Title of Chapter." In Title of
Book, edited by Editor First Name Last Name, Page numbers. Publisher
Location: Publisher Name.

A hypothetical example:

Lucas, Robert E., Jr. "Expectations and the Neutrality of Money." In
Readings in Macroeconomics, edited by N. Gregory Mankiw and David Romer,
203–21. Cambridge, MA: MIT Press.

Citing Working Papers and Technical Reports

Working papers and technical reports are often precursors to published
journal articles and represent cutting-edge economic research. Their citation
needs to reflect their status as often unpublished or pre-publication
documents.

Standard Format for Working Papers

When citing a working paper, it's important to include the author(s), the
year, the title of the paper, and the issuing institution or series, along
with its number. If the paper has been subsequently published, it is good
practice to note that publication as well.

Author Last Name, First Name. Year. "Title of Working Paper." Working
Paper Series, No. XXX. Institution Name.

An example:



Acemoglu, Daron, Simon Johnson, and James A. Robinson. 2001. "The
Colonial Origins of Comparative Development: An Empirical
Investigation." Working Paper No. 8429. National Bureau of Economic
Research.

Including Publication Status and Online Access

If a working paper has been published in a peer-reviewed journal or as a book
chapter, this subsequent publication information should be provided. For
papers accessed online, a URL or DOI is essential. For working papers from
common repositories like NBER or CEPR, their specific formatting conventions
within the broader Chicago style should be consulted.

Citing Government Publications and Reports

Government agencies and international organizations frequently publish
reports and data that are vital to economic analysis. Citing these sources
accurately ensures proper acknowledgment of official data and research.

Format for Government Documents

The citation for government publications often begins with the name of the
government entity responsible for the publication, followed by the specific
agency, the title of the report, and the year of publication. Congressional
or parliamentary acts and reports have specific citation formats within CMOS.

Government Entity. Agency Name. Title of Report. Publication Year.

An example:

United States. Congressional Budget Office. The Budget and Economic
Outlook: 2023 to 2033. 2023.

International Organizations and Data Series

For reports from international bodies like the International Monetary Fund
(IMF) or the World Bank, the format is similar, emphasizing the organization
and the specific publication. Data series, if cited, should ideally include
the name of the dataset, the source institution, and the date range or update
information.



Citing Online Resources and Datasets

The digital age has made online resources and vast datasets readily available
for economic research. Proper citation of these materials is paramount,
especially given their potential for updates and changes.

Referencing Websites and Online Articles

When citing information from a website, include the author (if known), the
title of the specific page or article, the website name, and the URL.
Crucially, include the date of access, as online content can be ephemeral.

Author Last Name, First Name. "Title of Web Page." Name of Website. Last
modified Month Day, Year (if available). Accessed Month Day, Year. URL.

A placeholder example:

Smith, John. "Understanding Inflation Rates." Economic Insights Blog.
Last modified March 15, 2023. Accessed October 26, 2023.
https://www.economicinsights.com/inflation.

Citing Economic Data Sources

For specific datasets, cite the name of the dataset, the entity that
maintains it, and the date of access. If a specific version or download date
is available, include it. For instance, if referencing data from the FRED
(Federal Reserve Economic Data) database, you would specify the series name,
FRED, and the date range or update. The goal is to allow another researcher
to retrieve the exact same data used in your analysis.

Common Challenges and Solutions in Chicago
Style Economics Bibliographies

Navigating the complexities of Chicago style for economics can present
challenges, particularly with less common source types or when dealing with
extensive bibliographies.

Dealing with Multiple Authors and Anonymous Works

When a work has more than two authors, Chicago style typically lists the
first author followed by "et al." in in-text citations but spells out all
author names in the bibliography (up to ten authors; for more than ten, the



first author followed by et al. is acceptable). For anonymous works, the
entry begins with the title, and the entry is alphabetized by the first
significant word of the title.

Ensuring Accuracy and Completeness

A common pitfall is incomplete citation information. Always double-check that
all required elements—authors, titles, dates, publication details, and access
information—are present and correctly formatted. Consistency is key; once you
establish a format for a particular source type, adhere to it throughout your
bibliography.

Using Citation Management Software

For large research projects, employing citation management software (like
Zotero, Mendeley, or EndNote) can significantly streamline the process of
creating and managing bibliographies in Chicago style. These tools help in
organizing sources, generating citations, and formatting bibliographies
automatically, reducing the risk of errors and saving considerable time.

The Importance of Consistency in Economics
Bibliography Formatting

The overarching principle of any bibliography, including those following
Chicago style for economics, is consistency. Regardless of whether you are
using the author-date or notes and bibliography system, the format for each
source type should be applied uniformly across the entire document.

Consistency ensures that your bibliography is professional, easy to read, and
credible. It allows readers to quickly understand the structure of your
references and confidently locate the sources you have utilized. A well-
formatted, consistent bibliography reflects meticulous scholarship and
enhances the overall quality and impact of your economic research.

Maintaining Professionalism and Credibility

A meticulously crafted bibliography is a testament to your attention to
detail and your commitment to academic integrity. It reassures your audience
that your research is well-supported and that you have engaged thoroughly
with existing literature. This professionalism is vital for gaining
acceptance in academic journals and for building a strong reputation as an
economist.

Facilitating Research for Others



Ultimately, a clear and consistent bibliography serves the broader academic
community. By providing precise bibliographic information, you enable other
researchers to easily find and engage with the sources that informed your
work. This contributes to the cumulative nature of scientific progress,
allowing for further development and refinement of economic theories and
findings.

FAQ: Chicago Style Economics Bibliography Example

Q: What is the primary difference between the author-
date and notes and bibliography systems in Chicago
style for economics?
A: The author-date system uses in-text citations like (Smith 2020), with a
bibliography at the end listing all sources alphabetically by author and
year. The notes and bibliography system uses footnotes or endnotes for
citations within the text, which can include more detailed commentary, and a
bibliography at the end of the work.

Q: How do I cite a working paper from a prominent
institution like the National Bureau of Economic
Research (NBER) in Chicago style?
A: For an NBER working paper, the typical format is: Author Last Name, First
Name. Year. "Title of Working Paper." NBER Working Paper No. XXXX. Retrieved
from [URL or DOI if available].

Q: What is the correct way to format the title of a
journal article in a Chicago style economics
bibliography?
A: Journal article titles in a Chicago style bibliography are typically
enclosed in quotation marks and presented in sentence case (only the first
word and proper nouns are capitalized). The title of the journal itself is
italicized.

Q: If I cannot find a specific publication year for
an economic report, what should I do for my Chicago
style bibliography?
A: If a publication year cannot be determined, you should use "n.d." which
stands for "no date" after the author's name in your Chicago style
bibliography entry.

Q: How should I handle a book with more than ten



authors in a Chicago style economics bibliography?
A: For books with more than ten authors, Chicago style generally allows you
to list the first author followed by "et al." in both the in-text citation
and the bibliography entry.

Q: What is the role of the DOI in Chicago style
economics bibliography entries for journal articles?
A: The Digital Object Identifier (DOI) is a persistent, unique identifier for
electronic articles. Including it in your Chicago style bibliography entry
for a journal article provides a direct and stable link to the article, which
is highly recommended.

Q: Can I use a URL for an online economic journal
article if it doesn't have a DOI in my Chicago style
bibliography?
A: Yes, if a DOI is not available, you can provide a URL for online journal
articles. It is also good practice to include the date you accessed the
article.

Q: How do I cite a government statistical report in
Chicago style for economics?
A: For a government statistical report, you would typically list the
governmental body, the specific agency, the title of the report (italicized),
and the year of publication. For example: United States. Bureau of Labor
Statistics. Producer Price Index—Commodities. 2022.
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