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The Chicago Manual of Style is a widely recognized and respected style guide that offers
comprehensive rules for academic writing, particularly for dissertations and theses. Navigating its
intricacies can be a challenge, especially when dealing with specific disciplinary conventions. This
guide will delve deep into chicago style dissertation formatting geographic considerations, providing
a detailed roadmap for researchers in geography and related fields. We will explore the unique
demands of geographic data presentation, citation practices for diverse sources, and the meticulous
formatting requirements that ensure clarity and academic integrity. Understanding these specific
requirements is crucial for any doctoral candidate aiming for a polished and compliant dissertation.
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Understanding the Core of Chicago Style for
Geographic Dissertations

Chicago style, as outlined in The Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS), provides a robust framework for
academic writing. When applied to geographic dissertations, this framework requires careful
adaptation to accommodate the unique nature of geographical scholarship. The emphasis is on clear,
logical presentation of research findings, ensuring that both the methodology and the results are
easily accessible and understandable to a broad academic audience.

For geographic dissertations, understanding the core principles of Chicago style is paramount. This
involves adhering to general rules regarding manuscript preparation, such as font type, margins,
spacing, and pagination. However, the true challenge lies in applying these principles to the specific
content and presentation needs of a geography thesis. This includes how to format references to a
wide array of sources, from peer-reviewed articles and books to primary data sets and cartographic
materials.

The Importance of Consistency in Geographic Research

Consistency is a cornerstone of any academic document, and it is especially critical in a geographic
dissertation. Inconsistent formatting can distract readers, undermine the credibility of your
research, and lead to a perception of carelessness. This applies to everything from the consistent use
of abbreviations and terminology to the uniform formatting of figures, tables, and citations. Ensuring
that every element adheres to the chosen Chicago style guidelines, including author-date or notes-



and-bibliography, is vital.

Geographic research often involves complex arguments built upon layers of data and analysis. A
consistent presentation style ensures that the reader can follow these arguments without
interruption. It allows the focus to remain on the intellectual content of the dissertation, rather than
on deciphering an inconsistent or confusing format. Therefore, a thorough understanding and
diligent application of Chicago style are not merely technical requirements but are integral to the
effective communication of geographic knowledge.

Essential Formatting Elements in Chicago Style
Geographic Dissertations

The structural components of a Chicago style dissertation follow a general pattern, but specific
attention must be paid to how these elements are populated with geographic content. This includes
the title page, abstract, table of contents, lists of figures and tables, chapter organization, and
appendices. Each of these sections serves a distinct purpose and must be formatted precisely
according to CMOS guidelines, with an eye towards the unique demands of geographical research.

The title page, for instance, must clearly state the dissertation title, author’s name, degree sought,
department, institution, and date. For a geographic dissertation, the title should accurately reflect
the spatial or environmental focus of the research. The abstract, a concise summary, needs to
capture the essence of the geographic problem, methodology, key findings, and implications within a
strict word limit. The table of contents and lists of figures and tables, crucial for navigation, must
accurately reflect page numbers and descriptions of the visual elements that are so central to
geography.

Manuscript Preparation and General Guidelines

Chicago style mandates specific requirements for the manuscript itself, including margins, font,
spacing, and line numbering. Typically, dissertations require 1-inch margins on all sides, double-
spacing throughout the main text (with some exceptions for block quotes and footnotes/endnotes),
and a standard, readable font such as Times New Roman or Arial, usually in 12-point size. Page
numbers are essential and must be placed consistently, often in the footer or header, with Roman
numerals for preliminary pages and Arabic numerals for the main body.

Beyond these basics, the organization of the manuscript is critical. Chapters should flow logically,
starting with an introduction that sets the research question and context, followed by literature
review, methodology, results, discussion, and conclusion. For geographic dissertations, the
methodology chapter might detail spatial analysis techniques, data collection methods for fieldwork,
or the theoretical underpinnings of spatial relationships. The results chapter would then present the
findings, often heavily reliant on maps, charts, and statistical data, all of which require specific
formatting.



Chapter Structure and Content Presentation

Each chapter in a geographic dissertation must adhere to a standardized structure while allowing
for the unique needs of the content. The introduction should clearly define the geographic scope and
problem. Subsequent chapters may focus on theoretical frameworks, historical context of a region,
environmental analysis, social geography, or spatial modeling. The methodology chapter is
particularly important in geography, often detailing GIS techniques, remote sensing data processing,
or survey design for spatial data collection.

Presenting findings in a geographic dissertation demands a careful balance between textual
explanation and visual representation. Maps, graphs, and statistical tables are not mere illustrations
but are integral to the argument. They must be clearly labeled, numbered sequentially, and
referenced in the text. The placement of these visuals, whether embedded within the text or grouped
at the end of a chapter or the dissertation, also follows specific Chicago style guidelines, often
dictated by the university’s specific dissertation handbook which often adopts CMOS as its base.

Citation Practices for Geographic Research

One of the most significant areas where Chicago style requires specific attention in geographic
dissertations is citation. Geography draws from a vast array of sources, including academic journals,
books, government reports, grey literature, historical documents, and increasingly, digital data sets
and web resources. Accurate and consistent citation is vital for academic integrity and for allowing
readers to locate and verify your sources.

Geographic research often involves citing sources that are spatially or temporally specific. This
could include citing a particular issue of a journal that discusses a specific region, or a data set that
was collected at a certain time. The Chicago Manual of Style offers two primary systems for citation:
the notes-and-bibliography system and the author-date system. The choice between these systems is
often determined by departmental or university requirements, but either requires meticulous
application. Geographic scholars must be adept at citing everything from a classic geographical text
to a recent satellite imagery report.

The Notes-and-Bibliography System in Geography

In the notes-and-bibliography system, superscripts in the text refer to numbered notes (either
footnotes at the bottom of the page or endnotes at the end of the chapter or document). The
bibliography at the end of the dissertation lists all sources cited, alphabetized by author’s last name.
For geographic dissertations, this means that every fact, statistic, map, or interpretation derived
from another source must be properly attributed. When citing a map, for example, the note or
bibliography entry would include the map’s title, creator, publication details, and scale.

When citing journal articles, the notes would typically include author, article title, journal title,
volume and issue number, publication date, and page numbers. For books, it would include author,
book title, publication city, publisher, and year. The level of detail required in these notes and



bibliography entries is crucial for ensuring that readers can precisely identify and retrieve the
sources. This is especially important for academic disciplines like geography where the precise
location and context of information can be paramount.

The Author-Date System for Geographic Sources

The author-date system, often preferred in certain scientific fields, uses in-text citations consisting of
the author’s last name and the year of publication (e.g., (Smith 2020)). A corresponding reference
list at the end of the dissertation provides full details of all sources. For geographic dissertations,
this system can be very efficient for citing numerous studies and data sets that are frequently
referenced. The key is to maintain absolute consistency in the format of these in-text citations and
the reference list entries.

When using the author-date system, it is essential to ensure that every in-text citation has a
corresponding entry in the reference list, and vice versa. For geographic research, this might involve
citing a specific report from a governmental agency by its abbreviated name and year, or a
foundational text by its author and year. The reference list would then provide the full publication
details. This system streamlines the citation process, allowing the author to focus more on the
narrative flow of the dissertation.

Citing Diverse Geographic Materials

Geographic research often requires citing a wider variety of materials than many other disciplines.
This includes:

Maps and atlases: Details such as title, creator, publisher, year, and scale are essential.

Geographic Information Systems (GIS) data: Citation should include the data source, creator,
date of creation or access, and any associated metadata.

Remote sensing imagery: Citation involves specifying the satellite or sensor, acquisition date,
processing level, and data provider.

Government reports and statistics: Formal citation of the issuing agency, report title, and
publication date is required.

Websites and online databases: Precise URLs, access dates, and authoring bodies are crucial
for retrievability.

Oral histories or interviews: Proper citation includes the interviewee's name, date of interview,
and location, with appropriate permissions.

The Chicago Manual of Style provides guidance for citing many of these less conventional sources. It
is imperative for a geographic dissertation author to consult the latest edition of CMOS and any



specific institutional guidelines to ensure accurate and complete citations for all material types
encountered in their research.

Visualizations and Data Presentation in Geographic
Dissertations

Geography is an inherently visual discipline, and geographic dissertations are replete with maps,
charts, graphs, and other forms of visual data. Chicago style provides guidelines for the formatting
and citation of these elements, ensuring they are clear, informative, and integrated seamlessly into
the narrative. Proper presentation of visualizations is not just about aesthetics; it is about effectively
communicating complex spatial information and analytical results.

The accuracy and clarity of these visual aids are paramount. They must be legible, appropriately
scaled, and include all necessary legends, keys, and labels. Each figure or table needs a descriptive
title and must be numbered sequentially. These numbers and titles are then used in the Table of
Contents and the List of Figures/Tables, creating an essential navigational tool for the reader. The
integration of these visuals into the text should be logical, with the text referring to them directly
and explaining their significance.

Formatting Maps and Spatial Data Visualizations

Maps are central to geographic research. In a Chicago style dissertation, each map must be treated
as a figure. This means it needs a unique figure number (e.g., Figure 1, Figure 2) and a descriptive
title that clearly indicates its content and geographic focus. The map itself should be produced with
high resolution and clarity, ensuring that all geographical features, labels, and symbols are easily
discernible. Essential map elements include a legend explaining symbols and colors, a scale bar
indicating distances, a north arrow, and source information.

The citation of the data used to create the map is also critical. This information should appear either
within the map's caption, in a note accompanying the figure, or in the bibliography, depending on
CMOS guidelines and university requirements. For GIS-generated maps, citing the software used,
the underlying data layers, and their sources is essential for reproducibility and academic rigor.
When a map is derived from another published source, it must be cited accordingly, indicating
whether it is a direct reproduction or an adaptation.

Integrating Tables and Statistical Data

Statistical data, often presented in tables, is another vital component of geographic dissertations.
Like maps, tables are typically treated as figures and must be numbered sequentially and given a
clear, descriptive title. The table itself should be well-organized, with clear column and row
headings. All units of measurement should be specified. Footnotes or sub-notes within the table can
be used to provide additional explanations or clarify abbreviations.



When presenting statistical data derived from external sources, rigorous citation is required. This
applies whether the data is directly quoted, summarized, or used as the basis for further analysis.
The source of the data must be clearly indicated, often in a note associated with the table or in the
main bibliography. Ensuring that the data presented in tables is accurate and that its source is
transparent builds confidence in the research findings.

Best Practices for Visual Design

Beyond the strict formatting rules, best practices in visual design enhance the effectiveness of
geographic dissertation content. Colors should be chosen carefully to convey meaning and contrast
effectively. Line weights and font sizes within figures should be legible at typical print sizes. The
overall aesthetic should be clean and professional, complementing rather than distracting from the
research findings. Ensuring that all visuals are accessible to readers with visual impairments, where
possible, is also a growing consideration.

The Chicago Manual of Style provides general guidance on the placement and formatting of figures
and tables. However, specific university or departmental guidelines may offer more detailed
instructions. It is always advisable to consult these local requirements in conjunction with CMOS to
ensure full compliance. The goal is to make complex geographic information as accessible and
understandable as possible to the dissertation committee and future readers.

Specific Challenges and Solutions for Geographic
Formatting

Geographic dissertations present unique formatting challenges due to the interdisciplinary nature of
the field and the frequent use of specialized data and methodologies. Researchers often grapple with
how to format citations for unconventional sources, how to integrate extensive spatial data, and how
to ensure consistency across diverse types of information. Addressing these challenges proactively
can save considerable time and effort during the dissertation writing and submission process.

One common hurdle is the sheer volume and variety of geographic information. From historical land-
use maps to real-time sensor data, the sources can be incredibly diverse. Properly attributing each
piece of information, especially when it involves proprietary datasets or complex data
transformations, requires careful attention to detail. Developing a systematic approach to managing
references and data sources from the outset is crucial for overcoming these complexities.

Handling Spatial Data Citations

Citing spatial data, such as GIS datasets, remote sensing imagery, or georeferenced databases, can
be more complex than citing traditional print sources. The Chicago Manual of Style, while not
always having explicit examples for every type of digital geographic data, provides principles that
can be adapted. The goal is to provide enough information for a reader to find or understand the



origin and nature of the data.

Key elements for citing spatial data include:

The name of the dataset or imagery product.

The creator or provider of the data (e.g., government agency, research institution, commercial
vendor).

The date of creation, acquisition, or publication of the data.

The version number or processing level, if applicable.

The format of the data (e.g., shapefile, GeoTIFF).

The access method or URL, and the date of access.

Many geographers find it beneficial to create a dedicated "Data Sources" section within their
bibliography or reference list to organize these types of citations, separate from other academic
sources. This enhances clarity and aids in tracking the origin of all spatial information used.

Integrating and Formatting Complex Figures

Geographic dissertations often feature complex figures that might combine maps, statistical plots,
and textual annotations. Ensuring these figures are legible and adhere to Chicago style formatting
can be demanding. This includes maintaining consistent font types and sizes across all figures,
ensuring that color palettes are accessible, and providing clear, concise captions.

When a figure is particularly complex or spans multiple pages, it may need to be presented as an
appendix. However, CMOS prefers figures to be embedded within the text whenever possible. If a
figure is too large for a single page, it might need to be broken down into logical parts, each clearly
labeled as a sub-figure (e.g., Figure 3a, Figure 3b). Consistency in numbering and captioning is vital,
even across multiple parts of a single visual element.

Managing Diverse Source Types

Geographers frequently draw upon a wide range of source materials that go beyond typical
academic journals and books. This can include archival documents, field notes, interview transcripts,
grey literature (reports from non-academic organizations), and even personal communications.
Chicago style offers guidance for citing many of these, but it's essential to be thorough.

For field notes or interviews, it is crucial to anonymize participants if required by ethical review
boards and to provide enough detail for the notes to be understandable. For archival materials,



detailed citations identifying the archive, collection, and specific document are necessary. When in
doubt, err on the side of providing more detail rather than less in citations. Consulting with a
university librarian specializing in geography can also provide invaluable assistance in navigating
these complex citation issues.

Finalizing Your Chicago Style Geographic Dissertation

The final stages of preparing a Chicago style geographic dissertation involve meticulous
proofreading and adherence to all submission guidelines. Even with a thorough understanding of
CMOS and specific departmental requirements, the sheer volume of text and detail can lead to
oversights. This final review is critical for ensuring that your hard work is presented in a
professional, polished, and compliant manner.

Beyond checking for grammatical errors and typos, this phase requires a deep dive into the
formatting consistency of the entire document. This includes verifying that all citations are correctly
formatted, that figures and tables are properly numbered and captioned, and that all preliminary
and supplementary materials are in their correct place and format. A final read-through specifically
with formatting in mind, rather than solely content, can catch many subtle errors.

The Importance of Proofreading and Editing

Comprehensive proofreading is non-negotiable. This process should involve multiple passes, each
focusing on different aspects. One pass might be dedicated to checking for consistent terminology
and spelling. Another might focus exclusively on punctuation and grammar. For Chicago style,
particular attention should be paid to the consistent formatting of footnotes/endnotes or in-text
citations and the corresponding bibliography or reference list.

Editing, while often done earlier in the writing process, might also involve refining the clarity and
conciseness of your prose. Ensuring that your arguments are well-supported by the evidence you
present, and that this evidence is cited correctly, is part of this final polish. Many researchers find it
beneficial to have colleagues, mentors, or professional editors review their work during this final
stage. A fresh pair of eyes can often spot errors that the author has become too familiar with to
notice.

Adhering to Institutional Submission Guidelines

While Chicago style provides the foundational rules, most universities and departments have their
own specific dissertation formatting guidelines. These often build upon or slightly modify CMOS
requirements. It is imperative to consult and strictly adhere to these institutional guidelines, as they
are typically the final arbiters of what is acceptable for submission.

These institutional guidelines may specify:



The exact required margins and spacing.

The preferred font and font size for specific elements.

The structure and content of preliminary pages (e.g., abstract, acknowledgments, dedication).

The exact format for the title page.

Whether to use footnotes or endnotes, or the author-date system.

Specific requirements for lists of figures, tables, and appendices.

The preferred method for handling large figures or supplementary data.

The submission deadline and format (e.g., digital submission, bound copies).

Failure to comply with these institutional requirements can lead to delays or even rejection of the
dissertation, regardless of the quality of the research or adherence to Chicago style. Therefore,
obtaining and meticulously following these guidelines is as crucial as mastering the Chicago Manual
of Style itself.

The Role of Final Review and Archiving

Before final submission, a comprehensive review of the entire document against both CMOS and
institutional guidelines is essential. This is the last chance to catch any formatting inconsistencies or
errors. Many institutions require a specific order for all sections of the dissertation, from the title
page through the appendices. Double-checking this order is critical. Ensure that all page numbers
are correct and that the table of contents accurately reflects the page numbering.

Consider the long-term archiving of your dissertation. Many universities now require digital
submission, often in PDF format. Understanding the technical requirements for creating a high-
quality, accessible PDF is important. Proper archiving ensures that your research remains accessible
and usable for future scholars. Reflecting on the process of formatting your geographic dissertation
can provide valuable insights for future academic writing endeavors.

---

Q: What is the primary difference between Chicago style
notes-and-bibliography and author-date for geographic
dissertations?
A: The primary difference lies in how sources are cited within the text and in the final reference list.
The notes-and-bibliography system uses numbered footnotes or endnotes to refer to sources, with a
comprehensive bibliography at the end. The author-date system uses in-text parenthetical citations



(Author Year) and a reference list at the end. For geographic dissertations, the choice may depend
on departmental preference, with author-date often favored for its efficiency in fields with extensive
literature.

Q: How should I cite a map created using GIS software in a
Chicago style geographic dissertation?
A: Citing GIS maps requires providing detailed information. You should include the name of the
dataset or map layer, the creator or provider of the data (e.g., USGS, Esri), the date of creation or
acquisition, the version or processing level, the format, and the access method (URL and date of
access). This information should be presented in your notes/bibliography or reference list according
to Chicago style, potentially with a dedicated section for data sources.

Q: Are there specific Chicago style rules for formatting
geographical data sets that are not published?
A: While Chicago style does not have a universally defined format for all unpublished geographic
data, the core principle is to provide sufficient information for retrieval and understanding. This
typically involves detailing the data's origin, creator, date of creation, content, format, and how it
was accessed or collected. Adapt CMOS guidelines for citing manuscripts or personal
communications, ensuring clarity and reproducibility.

Q: What is the best way to manage and cite numerous sources
of spatial data in a geographic dissertation formatted in
Chicago style?
A: The most effective approach is to maintain a rigorous system for tracking all spatial data sources
from the beginning of your research. Create a separate section in your bibliography or reference list
dedicated to "Data Sources" or "Spatial Data" to organize these citations distinctly. Be meticulous
with details for each source, as outlined in Chicago style, to ensure complete attribution.

Q: How do I format tables containing statistical data from
various geographical surveys in my Chicago style dissertation?
A: Tables should be numbered sequentially (e.g., Table 1, Table 2) and given a clear, descriptive
title. Ensure column and row headings are precise, and units of measurement are specified. If data is
from external sources, provide a citation in a footnote to the table or in your main
bibliography/reference list as per Chicago style, detailing the source agency, report title, and date.

Q: Can I embed maps directly into the text of my Chicago style
geographic dissertation, or should they be in an appendix?
A: Chicago style generally prefers figures, including maps, to be embedded within the text close to
where they are first discussed. However, if a map is extremely large or complex and would disrupt



the flow of the text, it can be placed in an appendix. Ensure that such maps are clearly labeled as
figures and referenced appropriately in the main text and in the List of Figures.

Q: What are the key considerations when formatting a
bibliography for a geographic dissertation using Chicago
style?
A: A Chicago style bibliography for a geographic dissertation should be alphabetized by the author's
last name. It needs to include a wide range of source types, from journal articles and books to
reports, websites, and spatial data. Pay close attention to the specific formatting requirements for
each type of source as detailed in the Chicago Manual of Style, ensuring consistency in author
names, titles, publication details, and dates.
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