
chicago style dissertation examples
The University of Chicago Press Manual of Style, commonly known as Chicago
style, is a widely adopted citation and formatting guide, particularly
prevalent in the humanities and social sciences. When embarking on the
challenging journey of writing a dissertation, understanding its nuances is
paramount. This guide delves into the intricacies of Chicago style
dissertation examples, providing clear explanations and practical advice to
help students navigate this complex academic requirement. We will explore the
core components of Chicago style, including its citation systems, formatting
guidelines for the dissertation manuscript, and specific examples to
illustrate best practices. Mastering these elements ensures academic
integrity and presents your research in a polished, professional manner,
crucial for successful submission and potential publication.
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Understanding Chicago Style for Dissertations

Chicago style, developed by the University of Chicago Press, offers a
comprehensive framework for academic writing, particularly for dissertations
and theses. Its emphasis on meticulous detail ensures clarity and
consistency, two cornerstones of scholarly communication. For students,
mastering Chicago style is not merely about following rules; it's about
contributing to a tradition of rigorous academic presentation.

The flexibility of Chicago style, allowing for either a notes-bibliography
system or an author-date system, means that departments and individual
institutions may have specific preferences. It is crucial for students to
confirm which version is expected for their dissertation. Regardless of the
chosen system, the underlying principles of accurate citation and clear
organization remain constant, aiming to acknowledge sources accurately and
guide the reader effectively through the research presented.



Key Components of Chicago Style Dissertations

A Chicago style dissertation is a substantial academic work that requires
adherence to a specific set of structural and stylistic conventions. Beyond
the core research, the dissertation must present information in a logically
flowing order, adhering to established academic formatting standards. This
includes everything from the initial front matter to the concluding sections.

The Title Page and Abstract

The title page is the first impression of your dissertation and must contain
specific information presented in a standardized format. Typically, it
includes the full title of the dissertation, the author's full name, the
degree sought, the department and university, and the date of submission. The
abstract follows, offering a concise summary of the dissertation's purpose,
methodology, key findings, and conclusions, usually within a specified word
count.

Chapter Structure and Flow

Dissertations are generally divided into chapters, each serving a distinct
purpose in the overall argument. Standard chapters often include an
introduction, literature review, methodology, findings or results,
discussion, and conclusion. The transition between chapters should be
seamless, with each section building logically upon the preceding one to
create a cohesive narrative for the reader.

Tables and Figures Presentation

When incorporating visual elements like tables and figures, Chicago style
provides guidelines for their formatting and citation. Each table and figure
should be clearly labeled with a title and number. They must be referenced
within the text, and their placement should be logical, usually following
their first mention or compiled at the end of a chapter or the entire
dissertation. Consistency in design and presentation is key to maintaining a
professional look.

Citation Systems in Chicago Style

Chicago style is renowned for its two distinct citation systems: the notes-



bibliography system and the author-date system. Understanding the differences
and appropriate uses of each is fundamental to correctly citing sources in a
dissertation.

The Notes-Bibliography System

This system, often preferred in the humanities, uses footnotes or endnotes to
cite sources within the text. Each citation is typically numbered
sequentially as it appears in the manuscript. At the end of the dissertation,
a comprehensive bibliography lists all sources cited, providing full
publication details. The first full citation of a source in a note is more
detailed than subsequent shorter citations.

The Author-Date System

More common in the sciences and social sciences, the author-date system uses
parenthetical in-text citations that include the author's last name and the
year of publication. For example, (Smith 2020). This is followed by a
reference list at the end of the dissertation, which includes full
bibliographic information for all cited works, alphabetized by author's last
name.

Footnotes and Endnotes: The Chicago Style
Approach

The notes-bibliography system relies heavily on footnotes or endnotes for in-
text citations. These notes serve to acknowledge borrowed ideas, direct
readers to sources, and provide supplementary information without disrupting
the flow of the main text.

Formatting Footnotes and Endnotes

Footnotes appear at the bottom of the page where the citation occurs, while
endnotes are compiled at the end of the chapter or the dissertation. Each
note begins with a superscript Arabic numeral corresponding to the note
number in the text. The first time a source is cited, the note includes full
bibliographic details, including author's name (first and last), full title,
publication information, and page number(s). Subsequent citations for the
same source are typically shortened, often including just the author's last
name, a shortened title, and the page number.



When to Use Notes

Notes are not just for direct quotations. They are used for paraphrased
ideas, summaries of arguments, factual information not considered common
knowledge, and to refer readers to additional relevant sources. The goal is
to provide transparent attribution and allow readers to easily locate the
original material.

Bibliography or Reference List Formatting

Whether you are using the notes-bibliography system or the author-date
system, a comprehensive list of all sources consulted and cited is required.
This list provides a complete overview of the research foundation for your
dissertation.

Structure of the Bibliography

The bibliography is typically arranged alphabetically by the author's last
name. Each entry provides full publication details. The formatting of each
entry depends on the type of source (book, journal article, website, etc.)
but generally includes author, title, publication date, and publisher
information. For journal articles, it includes the journal title, volume,
issue, and page numbers.

Variations in Entry Formatting

Chicago style dictates specific formatting for different types of sources.
For instance, book titles are italicized, while article titles are enclosed
in quotation marks. Author names are usually listed as Last Name, First Name.
Understanding these granular details is essential for accuracy and
consistency throughout the bibliography.

Manuscript Formatting Guidelines

Beyond citation, the physical presentation of your dissertation matters
significantly. Chicago style provides detailed guidelines for manuscript
formatting to ensure readability and a professional appearance.



Page Numbering and Margins

Standard margins are typically 1 inch on all sides of the page. Page
numbering usually begins with the roman numerals for the front matter (title
page, abstract, table of contents, etc.), starting with "i" on the title page
and continuing through the preliminary pages. The main body of the
dissertation begins with Arabic numeral "1" on the first page of the
introduction.

Font and Spacing

A consistent, readable font is crucial. Times New Roman or Arial, typically
in 12-point size, are common choices. The dissertation should be double-
spaced throughout, including quotations, notes, and the bibliography, unless
specific departmental guidelines dictate otherwise. Block quotations, which
are longer than a few lines, are typically indented and single-spaced.

Common Pitfalls and How to Avoid Them

Navigating the complexities of Chicago style can lead to occasional errors.
Awareness of common pitfalls can help students avoid them and ensure a
polished final product.

Inconsistent Citation Styles

One of the most frequent errors is inconsistency in applying citation rules.
This can manifest as variations in how different sources of the same type are
formatted or mixing elements from the notes-bibliography and author-date
systems. Rigorous proofreading and the use of citation management software
can help mitigate this.

Incorrect Formatting of Titles

Properly italicizing book titles and putting article titles in quotation
marks is a common area for mistakes. Ensuring that every title is formatted
according to Chicago style guidelines for its specific category is vital.
Attention to detail here demonstrates care and adherence to academic
standards.



Misplacing or Omitting Information

Errors in pagination, margin settings, or the inclusion of essential
information on the title page can detract from the dissertation's
professionalism. Always double-check that all required elements are present
and formatted correctly as per the university's guidelines and the Chicago
Manual of Style.

Tips for Effective Chicago Style Dissertation
Writing

Writing a dissertation is a marathon, not a sprint. Applying Chicago style
effectively throughout the process can alleviate stress and ensure a high-
quality submission.

Start Early and Stay Organized

Begin familiarizing yourself with Chicago style early in your dissertation
journey. Keep meticulous records of all sources as you find them. Using a
citation management tool like Zotero or EndNote can be invaluable for
organizing your research and generating bibliographies automatically,
reducing the risk of errors.

Consult the Manual and Departmental Guidelines

The Chicago Manual of Style is your primary resource. However, always consult
your department's or university's specific dissertation guidelines, as they
may have particular requirements that supersede or supplement the general
rules of Chicago style. Clarify any ambiguities with your advisor or the
graduate studies office.

Mastering Chicago style for dissertations requires diligence and attention to
detail. By understanding the core principles of its citation systems,
manuscript formatting, and common conventions, you can produce a well-
organized, academically sound, and professionally presented dissertation that
effectively communicates your research findings and contributes to scholarly
discourse. Consistent application of these rules not only ensures academic
integrity but also enhances the readability and impact of your scholarly
work.



FAQ

Q: What is the primary difference between the notes-
bibliography and author-date systems in Chicago
style for dissertations?
A: The primary difference lies in how sources are cited within the text. The
notes-bibliography system uses footnotes or endnotes for citations, while the
author-date system uses parenthetical in-text citations that include the
author's last name and the publication year. Both systems require a
bibliography or reference list at the end of the work.

Q: Are there specific rules for formatting block
quotations in Chicago style dissertations?
A: Yes, block quotations, typically those exceeding 40 words or three lines
of prose, are set off from the main text by indenting the entire quotation.
They are usually single-spaced, and the footnote or endnote number is placed
after the closing punctuation of the quotation, not after the author's name.

Q: How should I handle multiple authors in a Chicago
style bibliography entry?
A: For two authors, list both names separated by "and" in the bibliography
(e.g., Smith, John, and Jane Doe). For three or more authors, list only the
first author's name followed by "et al." in the notes, but list all authors
in the bibliography. However, always check the latest edition of the Chicago
Manual of Style for the most up-to-date guidelines.

Q: What is the purpose of the abstract in a Chicago
style dissertation?
A: The abstract is a concise summary of the entire dissertation, typically
between 150-350 words. It outlines the research problem, methodology, key
findings, and conclusions, providing readers with a brief overview of the
work's scope and significance.

Q: Can I use a combination of footnotes and endnotes
in my dissertation if I'm using the notes-
bibliography system?
A: No, you must choose either footnotes or endnotes and use that system



consistently throughout your entire dissertation. It's important to confirm
with your department which option is preferred or if they have specific
instructions.

Q: How do I cite a source that I found online in my
Chicago style dissertation?
A: Citing online sources in Chicago style involves providing as much
bibliographic information as possible, including the author, title of the
specific page or article, title of the overall website, publication or last
updated date, and a stable URL. If a publication date is not available, use
"n.d." for no date. It's also recommended to include an access date.

Q: Is it necessary to include a table of contents
for figures and tables in a Chicago style
dissertation?
A: While not always strictly mandatory by Chicago style itself, many
universities require separate lists of figures and tables, especially if the
dissertation contains a substantial number of them. These lists are usually
placed after the main table of contents.
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