
chicago style conclusion strategy
chicago style conclusion strategy is a crucial element in academic writing, research
papers, and scholarly articles. Mastering this strategy ensures your final thoughts resonate
with readers, solidify your arguments, and leave a lasting impression of your research's
significance. This comprehensive guide will delve into the nuances of crafting an effective
Chicago style conclusion, exploring its key components, common pitfalls, and best practices
for maximizing impact. We will examine how to synthesize your findings, reiterate your
thesis without mere repetition, and offer avenues for future research, all while adhering to
the established conventions of Chicago style. Understanding these principles is vital for any
scholar aiming to present their work with clarity and authority.
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Understanding the Purpose of a Chicago Style
Conclusion
The conclusion of any academic paper, regardless of the citation style, serves a critical
function: to bring closure to your argument and leave the reader with a clear understanding
of your work's contribution. In the context of Chicago style, this means providing a well-
structured summary of your findings and reinforcing the central thesis. It's not merely a
place to stop writing but an opportunity to solidify your intellectual journey and its
outcomes. A strong conclusion acts as the final echo of your research, ensuring its message
is heard and understood.

The primary goal is to remind the reader of the journey they've taken with your paper. This
involves recalling the initial problem or question posed, the methodology employed, and
the key evidence presented. By doing so, you demonstrate the logical progression of your
research and the validity of your conclusions. It's about demonstrating how your
exploration has illuminated a particular aspect of your field and offered new insights or
perspectives.

Key Components of an Effective Chicago Style
Conclusion
An effective Chicago style conclusion is built upon several interconnected elements, each
contributing to its overall strength and persuasive power. These components work in
tandem to provide a comprehensive and impactful final statement of your research.



Synthesizing Your Research Findings
Synthesis is more than just a summary; it's about drawing connections between your
various points and presenting them as a cohesive whole. In your Chicago style conclusion,
you must bring together the main arguments and evidence you've presented throughout
the body of your paper. This means identifying the overarching themes and demonstrating
how they support your thesis. Avoid simply listing facts or repeating sentences from earlier
sections. Instead, reframe your findings in a way that highlights their collective significance.

Consider the relationships between different pieces of evidence. How does one finding
illuminate another? Your synthesis should reveal patterns, trends, or broader insights that
may not have been immediately apparent when discussed in isolation. This demonstrates a
higher level of analytical thinking and reinforces the depth of your research. For instance, if
you've analyzed historical documents and contemporary statistics, your synthesis might
highlight how past events continue to influence present-day phenomena, demonstrating a
continuity or evolution that your research has uncovered.

Reaffirming Your Thesis Statement
While you should avoid verbatim repetition, it is crucial to restate your thesis in a fresh and
impactful way. This reaffirmation serves as a powerful reminder of your paper's central
argument and the primary point you set out to prove or explore. The conclusion is your last
chance to convince the reader that your thesis was indeed well-supported by the evidence
you presented. The phrasing should be slightly different, perhaps more assertive or
confident, reflecting the completed exploration of your topic.

Think of this as returning to your starting point, but now with the benefit of all the
knowledge and analysis gained. You can emphasize the confirmed validity of your original
claim or highlight how your research has refined or deepened its initial scope. This direct
connection back to your thesis strengthens the logical structure of your entire paper,
ensuring that the reader perceives a clear and resolved argument.

Discussing the Broader Implications of Your Work
A truly compelling conclusion goes beyond summarizing and reaffirming; it ventures into
the realm of significance. You need to articulate why your research matters and what its
implications are for your field of study, for practice, or for a wider understanding of the
world. This section elevates your paper from a mere presentation of facts to a contribution
that has potential impact and relevance.

Consider the "so what?" question. Why should anyone care about your findings? This might
involve discussing how your research challenges existing theories, offers practical solutions
to a problem, or opens up new ways of thinking about a subject. You can connect your
specific findings to larger, ongoing debates or trends within your discipline. This
demonstrates a sophisticated understanding of your field and positions your work within a
broader intellectual conversation.



Suggesting Avenues for Future Research
Even the most comprehensive research can leave unanswered questions or reveal new
areas for exploration. A strong Chicago style conclusion often includes recommendations
for future research. This demonstrates intellectual curiosity and a forward-thinking
approach, suggesting that your work is a stepping stone rather than a definitive endpoint.

These suggestions should be grounded in your own findings. What questions arose during
your research that you couldn't fully address? What new hypotheses have your findings
generated? What methodologies could be applied to further explore or validate your current
conclusions? Providing specific, actionable suggestions shows that you have a deep
engagement with your topic and can foresee its future development. For example, you
might suggest that future studies could investigate a particular demographic, employ a
different theoretical framework, or examine a related but unaddressed aspect of the
problem.

Common Pitfalls to Avoid in Chicago Style
Conclusions
While the principles of a good conclusion are generally universal, certain mistakes are
particularly detrimental to the effectiveness of a Chicago style conclusion. Being aware of
these common pitfalls can help you avoid them and ensure your final section is as impactful
as possible.

One of the most frequent errors is introducing new information or arguments in the
conclusion. The conclusion is for wrapping up, not for introducing novel ideas that the
reader has not had the opportunity to consider or debate. This can confuse the reader and
undermine the coherence of your paper. Similarly, avoid simply summarizing your
introduction; the conclusion should build upon, not repeat, your initial statements.

Another mistake is being too brief or too verbose. A conclusion that is too short may feel
abrupt and underdeveloped, failing to provide adequate closure. Conversely, a conclusion
that is excessively long can become repetitive and dilute the impact of your key takeaways.
Strive for a balance that effectively encapsulates your research without overstaying its
welcome. Moreover, avoid using clichés or overly emotional language. Academic writing
demands a professional and objective tone, even in the conclusion.

Polishing Your Chicago Style Conclusion: Final
Checks
Before finalizing your paper, it is essential to meticulously review your conclusion. This final
polish ensures that it aligns perfectly with the rest of your work and adheres to the stylistic
requirements of Chicago style. Check for clarity, conciseness, and logical flow. Ensure that
your synthesis is effective and that your thesis is reaffirmed without being redundant.

Read your conclusion aloud to catch awkward phrasing or grammatical errors. Verify that it
directly addresses the research questions or problems posed in your introduction. Confirm
that all suggested future research is logical and directly stems from your findings. A well-
polished conclusion leaves a strong, positive final impression, reinforcing the credibility and



significance of your research.

FAQ

Q: What is the primary difference between a Chicago
style conclusion and a summary?
A: A Chicago style conclusion goes beyond merely summarizing by synthesizing findings,
reaffirming the thesis in a new light, discussing broader implications, and suggesting future
research. A summary is simply a condensed restatement of main points without the deeper
analytical and forward-looking components.

Q: Should I include citations in my Chicago style
conclusion?
A: Generally, you should avoid introducing new sources or arguments that require citations
in your conclusion. If you are referencing a specific idea or quote from your own paper, it is
usually understood without a citation, but if you are referring to an external idea, a citation
might be necessary, though this is often best avoided in the conclusion to maintain flow.

Q: How long should a Chicago style conclusion be?
A: The length of a conclusion can vary depending on the length and complexity of the
paper. However, it should be proportionate to the introduction and the body of the work.
Typically, it's around 5-10% of the total word count, but the focus should be on
comprehensive coverage of its components rather than a strict word count.

Q: Can I introduce a new perspective in my Chicago
style conclusion?
A: While you can offer new insights and discuss broader implications, you should not
introduce entirely new arguments or evidence that haven't been previously discussed or
supported. The conclusion is for synthesizing and reflecting on what has already been
presented.

Q: What is the best way to start a Chicago style
conclusion?
A: A strong Chicago style conclusion often begins by signaling closure, perhaps by
referencing the initial scope of the paper or a key finding. Phrases like "In summary,"
"Ultimately," or a direct restatement of the core thesis in new words can be effective
starting points.



Q: How do I avoid sounding repetitive when restating
my thesis in the conclusion?
A: Rephrase your thesis using different vocabulary and sentence structure. Focus on what
your research has proven or demonstrated about your original claim, rather than simply
repeating the initial wording. You can also emphasize the significance or implications of
your thesis now that the research is complete.

Q: Is it important to discuss limitations in the
conclusion?
A: Discussing limitations of your research is often a valuable part of the conclusion, as it
demonstrates critical self-awareness and can naturally lead into suggestions for future
research that aims to overcome these limitations.

Q: How can I make my Chicago style conclusion more
impactful?
A: To make your conclusion impactful, focus on clearly articulating the significance of your
research, its broader implications, and any potential applications. Ending with a thought-
provoking statement or a clear call for future inquiry can leave a lasting impression on the
reader.
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