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The Crucial Chicago Style Conclusion Role in
Academic Writing
chicago style conclusion role is a pivotal element in academic and scholarly writing, serving as the
final, authoritative statement that reinforces the significance of the research or argument presented.
It is far more than a simple summary; it's the culminating point where the author solidifies their
findings, reiterates their thesis in a new light, and leaves a lasting impression on the reader.
Understanding the multifaceted function of a conclusion within the Chicago Manual of Style
framework is essential for any writer aiming for clarity, impact, and academic rigor. This article delves
into the critical aspects of a Chicago-style conclusion, exploring its purpose, key components, and
best practices to ensure your final statements are both effective and compliant.
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Understanding the Purpose of a Chicago Style
Conclusion

The primary purpose of a conclusion in Chicago style is to provide a sense of closure and to
synthesize the information presented throughout the body of the work. It's where the writer
demonstrates the broader implications of their research and its contribution to the existing body of
knowledge. A well-crafted conclusion should answer the "so what?" question, prompting the reader to
consider the significance and relevance of the arguments and evidence laid out.

Beyond simply summarizing, the conclusion acts as a final opportunity to persuade the reader of the
validity and importance of the presented thesis. It should leave the reader with a clear understanding



of the main points and their interconnectedness, reinforcing the overall message without introducing
entirely new information or arguments. The Chicago Manual of Style emphasizes that the conclusion
should be a thoughtful reflection on the journey the reader has taken through the text, bringing all
the threads together into a coherent and impactful whole.

Key Components of an Effective Chicago Style
Conclusion

An effective Chicago style conclusion is structured to achieve maximum impact and clarity. While the
exact content may vary based on the specific academic field and the nature of the research, several
core components are generally expected.

Restatement of the Thesis
One of the foundational elements of a Chicago style conclusion is the restatement of the thesis.
However, this should not be a verbatim repetition of the introduction's thesis statement. Instead, it
should be a rephrased and often more nuanced articulation of the main argument, reflecting the
journey of discovery and analysis undertaken in the paper. This rephrasing demonstrates how the
research has developed and perhaps even refined the initial thesis.

Summary of Main Points
Following the thesis restatement, a concise summary of the key arguments or findings presented in
the body of the work is crucial. This is not an exhaustive review but rather a brief overview that
reminds the reader of the evidence and logic that supported the main thesis. The goal is to reinforce
the main points without being overly repetitive. This summary helps to solidify the reader's
understanding of how each section contributed to the overall argument.

Discussion of Implications and Significance
Perhaps the most critical function of a Chicago style conclusion is to discuss the implications and
significance of the research. This section moves beyond simply stating what was found and explores
what those findings mean in a broader context. Writers should consider the wider impact of their
research, its contribution to the field, and its potential applications or further research avenues. This
is where the "so what?" question is definitively answered, providing a sense of intellectual closure and
intellectual reward for the reader.

Call to Action or Future Research (Optional)
In some academic contexts, particularly in research papers or dissertations, a conclusion might
include a call to action or suggestions for future research. This is not a directive but rather a forward-
looking statement that highlights unanswered questions or potential next steps that could build upon
the current findings. This element demonstrates an awareness of the ongoing nature of academic



inquiry and can inspire further scholarly investigation.

Strategies for Crafting a Compelling Conclusion

Writing a compelling conclusion requires more than just ticking off the essential components. It
involves careful consideration of tone, style, and the overall impact on the reader. Several strategies
can help elevate a standard conclusion into a powerful closing statement.

Synthesize, Don't Just Summarize
The distinction between synthesizing and summarizing is vital. A summary merely lists points;
synthesis shows how these points connect and contribute to a larger understanding. In a Chicago
style conclusion, the writer should aim to demonstrate how the different pieces of evidence and
arguments weave together to form a cohesive whole, reinforcing the thesis in a dynamic way.

Evoke a Sense of Finality
A conclusion should feel definitive. This is achieved through confident language and a clear
articulation of the final message. Avoid hedging or introducing uncertainty that undermines the
preceding arguments. The conclusion is the last word; it should be spoken with authority and
conviction, based on the evidence presented.

Connect Back to the Introduction
While not introducing new material, a strong conclusion can subtly echo themes or ideas presented in
the introduction, bringing the paper full circle. This creates a sense of symmetry and demonstrates
how the initial premise has been thoroughly explored and validated. This can be achieved by
referencing an anecdote, a question, or a broad statement from the introduction, now answered or
expanded upon by the research.

Use Strong and Engaging Language
The language used in a conclusion is crucial. It should be clear, concise, and impactful. Avoid jargon
that hasn't been explained earlier in the text. Instead, employ strong verbs and precise nouns to
convey the significance of your findings. The final impression should be one of intellectual authority
and clarity.

Common Pitfalls to Avoid in Chicago Style Conclusions

Even experienced writers can fall into common traps when crafting conclusions. Awareness of these
pitfalls is essential to ensure the Chicago style conclusion role is fulfilled effectively.



Introducing New Information
One of the most frequent errors is the introduction of new evidence, arguments, or concepts in the
conclusion. The conclusion should synthesize what has already been presented, not introduce novel
ideas that the reader hasn't had the opportunity to engage with. Any new information should have
been integrated into the body of the paper.

Being Too Vague or Repetitive
Conversely, a conclusion that is too vague will fail to provide the necessary sense of closure. Similarly,
a conclusion that simply repeats the introduction or body paragraphs verbatim without adding
analytical depth can be disappointing. The restatement of the thesis and summary of points should be
re-articulated with fresh insight.

Apologizing or Expressing Doubt
The conclusion is the place for confident assertions, not apologies for perceived shortcomings or
expressions of doubt about the findings. Phrases like "I may not have fully explored..." or "This
research is only a starting point..." can diminish the impact of the work. While acknowledging
limitations can be appropriate in some contexts, it should be done strategically and without
undermining the core contribution.

Ending Abruptly
A conclusion should have a natural flow and a sense of completeness. An abrupt ending leaves the
reader feeling unsatisfied. Ensure the concluding sentences provide a sense of finality and effectively
tie up all the loose ends of the argument.

The Chicago Style Conclusion Role in Different
Academic Disciplines

While the fundamental principles of a Chicago style conclusion remain consistent, its specific
emphasis and application can vary across academic disciplines. Understanding these nuances is key
to tailoring your conclusion effectively.

Humanities and Social Sciences
In disciplines like literature, history, and sociology, conclusions often focus on the broader cultural,
societal, or historical implications of the research. For example, a literary analysis might conclude by
discussing the enduring relevance of a text or its contribution to understanding the human condition.
A history paper might end by reflecting on how the past event continues to shape present-day
society. The emphasis is often on interpretation and contextualization.



Sciences and Mathematics
In scientific and mathematical fields, conclusions typically highlight the empirical findings, their
statistical significance, and their contribution to existing theories or models. The focus is on objective
results and their implications for further experimentation or theoretical development. For instance, a
biology paper might conclude by discussing the potential impact of a new discovery on disease
treatment, while a physics paper might elaborate on how new findings refine our understanding of
fundamental laws.

Business and Economics
Conclusions in business and economics often center on practical applications, policy
recommendations, or strategic implications. A business case study might end with actionable insights
for managers, while an economics paper could propose specific policy interventions based on the
research. The emphasis is on utility, impact, and the potential for real-world change.

Regardless of the discipline, the core chicago style conclusion role remains to provide a strong,
synthesized, and impactful final statement that reinforces the value and significance of the work. By
adhering to the principles of clarity, conciseness, and thoughtful analysis, writers can ensure their
conclusions effectively serve their purpose and leave a lasting impression on their readers.

Frequently Asked Questions

Q: What is the most critical function of a Chicago style
conclusion?
A: The most critical function of a Chicago style conclusion is to synthesize the research and explicitly
state its significance and implications, answering the "so what?" question for the reader and leaving
them with a lasting understanding of the work's contribution.

Q: Can I introduce new evidence in my Chicago style
conclusion?
A: No, you should not introduce new evidence or arguments in a Chicago style conclusion. The
conclusion's purpose is to analyze and synthesize information already presented in the body of the
paper.

Q: How does a Chicago style conclusion differ from a simple
summary?
A: A Chicago style conclusion goes beyond simply summarizing by reinterpreting, contextualizing, and
discussing the implications and significance of the presented research, offering a final, impactful
statement rather than a mere recounting of points.



Q: Is it acceptable to restate the thesis verbatim in the
conclusion?
A: It is not ideal to restate the thesis verbatim. Instead, the thesis should be rephrased in a way that
reflects the understanding and analysis developed throughout the paper, demonstrating how the
original premise has been explored and affirmed.

Q: What are some common mistakes to avoid when writing a
Chicago style conclusion?
A: Common mistakes include introducing new information, being too vague, being overly repetitive,
apologizing for the research's limitations, or ending abruptly without a sense of closure.

Q: Should every Chicago style conclusion include a call for
future research?
A: While not mandatory for all papers, a call for future research or a suggestion for practical
application can be an effective component of a Chicago style conclusion, particularly in scientific or
research-oriented disciplines, as it demonstrates an awareness of the ongoing nature of inquiry.

Q: How important is the tone of a Chicago style conclusion?
A: The tone is extremely important. It should be authoritative, confident, and clear, reflecting the
culmination of rigorous research and analysis. Avoid tentative or apologetic language.
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