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Article Title: Mastering the Chicago Style Conclusion Review: A Comprehensive Guide

Introduction

chicago style conclusion review is an essential component for academic papers, dissertations, and
any scholarly work adhering to the Chicago Manual of Style. This critical section serves as the final
impression, reinforcing the research's significance and offering a concise synthesis of findings. A
well-executed conclusion in Chicago style goes beyond mere summarization; it provides closure,
addresses the research questions, and often points toward future avenues of inquiry. This article will
delve into the intricacies of crafting an effective Chicago style conclusion, covering its purpose, key
elements, common pitfalls, and best practices. Understanding these nuances is crucial for students
and researchers aiming to present their work with clarity, authority, and adherence to established
academic standards. We will explore how to effectively tie together your arguments, reiterate your
thesis's validity, and leave a lasting impact on your reader.
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The Purpose of a Chicago Style Conclusion

The primary purpose of a conclusion in Chicago style is to bring your academic paper to a satisfying
close. It is the final opportunity to persuade your reader of the merit and importance of your
research. A strong conclusion effectively summarizes the main arguments and findings without
introducing new information, thereby reinforcing the core message of your work. It acts as a



cognitive anchor, helping the reader to retain the key takeaways and understand the broader
context of your study.

Beyond mere summarization, a Chicago style conclusion is designed to leave the reader with a sense
of completeness and understanding. It should answer the "so what?" question, clearly articulating
why your research matters and its contribution to the existing body of knowledge. This involves
connecting your specific findings back to the initial research question or problem statement,
demonstrating that you have successfully addressed it.

Key Components of a Chicago Style Conclusion

A robust Chicago style conclusion is typically comprised of several integral elements that work in
concert to provide a comprehensive wrap-up. These components ensure that all aspects of the
research are revisited and solidified in the reader's mind.

Synthesizing Your Research Findings

Synthesizing your research findings is perhaps the most critical function of your conclusion. This
involves more than just listing your results; it requires weaving them together into a cohesive
narrative that demonstrates their interconnectedness. You should highlight the most significant
discoveries and explain how they collectively support your overall argument or thesis. Think of it as
painting a final picture where all the individual brushstrokes of your research come together to form
a clear and impactful image.

This synthesis should directly address the research questions you posed at the beginning of your
paper. By reiterating your findings in a synthesized manner, you provide concrete evidence of your
success in answering those initial inquiries. The language used here should be clear and concise,
avoiding jargon where possible, and focusing on the essence of what your research has revealed.

Restating Your Thesis in a New Light

While you should not simply repeat your thesis statement verbatim, restating it in a new way is
crucial. This reiteration should reflect the journey your research has taken and the insights gained
throughout the paper. It’s an opportunity to demonstrate how your initial premise has been
validated and enriched by the evidence presented. This restatement should encapsulate the ultimate
argument you have made.

The revised thesis statement in the conclusion should carry more weight, informed by the detailed
analysis and evidence presented in the body of your work. It’s about reinforcing your central claim
with the authority of your findings. This elevated restatement helps solidify your position and leaves
a strong, memorable impression on the reader.

Addressing the Significance and Implications

A truly effective Chicago style conclusion goes beyond summarizing and restating; it delves into the
significance and broader implications of your research. This means explaining why your findings are
important, not just within the narrow scope of your study, but also in relation to the wider field of



study, practical applications, or societal impact. This is where you answer the "so what?" question
for your audience.

You might discuss how your research contributes to existing knowledge, challenges previous
assumptions, or offers new perspectives. The implications can range from theoretical contributions
to practical recommendations. Clearly articulating these aspects elevates your research from a mere
academic exercise to a valuable contribution that resonates with a broader readership.

Avoiding Common Chicago Style Conclusion Mistakes

Even with the best intentions, writers can fall into common traps when crafting their conclusions.
Recognizing and actively avoiding these pitfalls is essential for producing a polished and effective
final section.

Introducing New Information or Arguments

One of the most frequent errors is introducing entirely new information, evidence, or arguments in
the conclusion. The conclusion is not the place for original data or novel concepts that have not been
previously discussed or analyzed in the body of the paper. Doing so can confuse the reader and
undermine the coherence of your entire work, suggesting a lack of planning or a hasty addition.

Instead of introducing new material, focus on how the existing material from your paper connects
and contributes to your concluding statements. The conclusion should act as a unified summary and
reflection of what has already been presented, not as an extension of new research.

Being Too Vague or Repetitive

Conversely, a conclusion that is too vague fails to provide the necessary closure and reinforcement.
It might offer platitudes or generic statements that do not concretely tie back to the specific
research conducted. Equally problematic is being overly repetitive, simply restating sentences or
ideas from the introduction or body paragraphs without adding any new synthesis or perspective.
The goal is to echo and build upon, not to parrot.

Aim for precision and conciseness. While you are reinforcing key points, ensure that your phrasing
offers a fresh perspective or a more developed understanding informed by the entire research
process. This balance avoids both vagueness and tedium.

Ending Abruptly or Weakly

A conclusion should provide a sense of finality and impact. An abrupt ending, often characterized by
a single, underdeveloped sentence, leaves the reader feeling unsatisfied. Similarly, a weak
conclusion might trail off without a clear statement of significance or a strong final thought. The
closing remarks should resonate and leave a lasting impression of the research's value.

To avoid this, ensure your conclusion is adequately developed and that the final sentences offer a
powerful takeaway message. This could be a call to action, a thought-provoking statement about the
future, or a definitive restatement of your contribution.



Best Practices for Writing a Strong Conclusion

To ensure your Chicago style conclusion is as impactful as possible, adhering to certain best
practices can make a significant difference in its overall effectiveness and its contribution to your
academic work.

Review Your Introduction and Thesis Statement

Before drafting your conclusion, revisit your introduction and thesis statement. This exercise helps
you to reconnect with the original purpose and scope of your research. Understanding your starting
point will guide you in effectively summarizing your journey and demonstrating how you have
fulfilled your initial objectives. It ensures that your conclusion directly addresses what you set out to
investigate.

The introduction sets the stage, and your thesis statement provides the central argument. Your
conclusion should mirror this foundation, showcasing how the body of your paper has substantiated
and elaborated upon these initial elements, bringing the entire academic endeavor to a logical and
satisfying conclusion.

Focus on Synthesis, Not Just Summary

As mentioned, the distinction between summary and synthesis is crucial. While summarizing lists
what you did, synthesis explains what it all means together. Instead of just restating facts or
findings, demonstrate how these findings interact and contribute to a larger understanding. This
might involve drawing connections between different parts of your research that were not explicitly
made in the body, or highlighting overarching themes that emerged from your data.

Think of synthesis as creating a new, higher-level understanding from the components of your
research. It’s about revealing the emergent properties of your work and how they contribute to the
field. This analytical approach elevates your conclusion from a mere recap to a profound reflection
on your research's significance.

Maintain a Consistent Tone and Voice

Throughout your paper, you have cultivated a specific tone and voice, consistent with academic
discourse. Your conclusion should maintain this same professional and authoritative tone. Avoid
sudden shifts into casual language or overly emotional expressions. The aim is to provide a final,
reasoned assessment of your research, reinforcing the credibility and objectivity you have strived
for.

Consistency in tone ensures that the reader experiences a seamless transition from the body of your
work to its conclusion. This professional demeanor underscores the seriousness and rigor of your
research, leaving a lasting impression of competence and academic integrity.

The Role of Future Research and Recommendations

While not always mandatory, a section on future research or recommendations can significantly



enhance the impact of your Chicago style conclusion. This element demonstrates your forward-
thinking perspective and acknowledges the ongoing nature of scholarly inquiry.

Suggesting Avenues for Further Exploration

Identifying potential avenues for future research is a hallmark of a well-rounded conclusion. Based
on your findings and any limitations of your study, you can propose specific questions that remain
unanswered or areas that warrant deeper investigation. This demonstrates a comprehensive
understanding of your topic and its potential for continued development.

These suggestions should be logical extensions of your current work, arising directly from the
insights or questions that your research has brought to light. They serve to stimulate further
scholarly activity and position your work as a stepping stone for others in the field.

Providing Practical Recommendations

In applied fields or research with practical implications, offering concrete recommendations can be
highly valuable. These recommendations should be grounded in your research findings and offer
actionable steps for practitioners, policymakers, or other relevant stakeholders. They translate your
academic insights into tangible suggestions for improvement or change.

Ensure that your recommendations are clear, concise, and directly supported by the evidence
presented in your paper. Avoid making unsubstantiated claims or proposals that fall outside the
scope of your research. The goal is to provide practical guidance that is both relevant and credible.

Final Thoughts on Chicago Style Conclusions

In conclusion, a Chicago style conclusion review underscores the importance of this final section in
academic writing. It is more than just a summary; it is a critical synthesis that reiterates the thesis,
highlights key findings, and discusses the broader significance of the research. By carefully crafting
your conclusion, avoiding common pitfalls, and adhering to best practices, you can effectively bring
your scholarly work to a powerful and memorable close. Mastering the art of the conclusion ensures
that your research leaves a lasting impact on your readers and contributes meaningfully to your
field.

FAQ

Q: What is the primary function of a conclusion in Chicago
style?

A: The primary function of a conclusion in Chicago style is to provide a coherent and comprehensive
wrap-up of the research, reinforcing the thesis, summarizing key findings, and articulating the
significance of the study without introducing new information.



Q: Should I introduce new evidence in my Chicago style
conclusion?

A: No, you should absolutely not introduce new evidence or arguments in your Chicago style
conclusion. The conclusion is meant to synthesize and reflect upon the information already
presented in the body of your paper.

Q: How can I effectively restate my thesis in the conclusion?

A: To effectively restate your thesis, paraphrase it using different wording and integrate it with your
synthesized findings. The restated thesis should demonstrate how your research has validated or
elaborated upon your original argument, carrying more weight due to the evidence presented.

Q: What does it mean to synthesize findings in a conclusion?

A: Synthesizing findings means explaining how your various research results connect, interact, and
contribute to a larger understanding or argument, rather than simply listing them individually. It's
about creating a holistic picture from the individual pieces of your research.

Q: How can I avoid being too vague in my Chicago style
conclusion?

A: To avoid vagueness, ensure your conclusion explicitly connects back to your research questions
and thesis. Clearly state the implications and significance of your findings, using specific language
rather than general statements.

Q: Is it acceptable to suggest future research in a Chicago
style conclusion?

A: Yes, it is often not only acceptable but highly beneficial to suggest avenues for future research in
a Chicago style conclusion. This demonstrates foresight and acknowledges the ongoing nature of
scholarly inquiry.

Q: What is the difference between summarizing and
concluding in academic writing?

A: Summarizing in academic writing involves recalling the main points presented. Concluding, on
the other hand, goes beyond summary to interpret, analyze, and synthesize these points, offering a
final perspective on their meaning and importance.

Q: How important is the tone of voice in a Chicago style



conclusion?

A: The tone of voice in a Chicago style conclusion is very important. It should remain consistent with
the rest of the paper—professional, authoritative, and objective—to maintain credibility and ensure a
seamless reading experience.

Q: Should I include a call to action in my conclusion?

A: Whether to include a call to action depends on the nature of your research. If your work has
practical implications, a well-grounded call to action can be impactful, but it should always stem
directly from your research findings and not be an unsupported plea.

Q: How can I ensure my conclusion provides a sense of
closure?

A: A sense of closure is achieved by effectively summarizing your core arguments, reaffirming your
thesis in light of your findings, and discussing the overall significance or impact of your research.
This leaves the reader with a complete understanding of your work's contribution.
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