
chicago style conclusion format
The Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS) is a widely respected and frequently used citation and style
guide in academic and professional writing. Understanding the nuances of the Chicago style
conclusion format is crucial for presenting your research, arguments, or findings in a clear,
impactful, and academically sound manner. This article delves into the essential components and
best practices for crafting a robust conclusion according to Chicago style guidelines, ensuring your
final section effectively synthesizes your work and leaves a lasting impression on your reader. We
will explore the purpose of a conclusion, its structural elements, common pitfalls to avoid, and
specific considerations for different types of academic writing when employing the Chicago style
conclusion format.
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Understanding the Purpose of a Chicago Style
Conclusion
A well-crafted conclusion in Chicago style serves as the final opportunity to engage your reader and
solidify the impact of your work. It is not merely an appendage but an integral part of your
argument, designed to reinforce your thesis, summarize key findings, and offer a sense of closure.
The purpose is to leave the reader with a clear understanding of the significance of your research
and its contribution to the existing body of knowledge. A strong conclusion acts as a final flourish,
ensuring your message resonates long after the reader has finished your text.

A conclusion in any academic format, including Chicago, aims to answer the implied question: "So
what?" It should explain why the information presented matters and what broader implications arise
from your research or analysis. This final section provides a sense of completeness and finality,
guiding the reader to a comprehensive understanding of your subject.

Key Components of a Strong Chicago Style Conclusion
The structure of a Chicago style conclusion, while flexible to accommodate different writing styles,



generally adheres to a framework that ensures all essential elements are addressed. These
components work together to create a powerful and memorable closing.

Reiterating the Thesis Statement (Without Repetition)
One of the primary functions of a conclusion is to bring the reader back to your central argument or
thesis. However, this is not an invitation to simply copy and paste your original thesis statement.
Instead, you should rephrase it, demonstrating how your presented evidence and analysis have
substantiated your initial claim. This rephrasing should be more nuanced, reflecting the journey the
reader has taken through your work.

This rephrased thesis should organically emerge from the synthesized points of your paper. It
underscores the validity of your initial premise by demonstrating how the subsequent discussion has
proven or explored it comprehensively. The goal is to reinforce the core message without sounding
repetitive.

Synthesizing Main Points and Evidence
Beyond restating the thesis, a crucial element of the Chicago style conclusion is the synthesis of your
main points and the evidence you used to support them. This involves bringing together the key
arguments and findings from your body paragraphs, not by listing them individually, but by showing
how they connect and collectively support your thesis. Think of it as weaving a tapestry, where each
thread represents a point or piece of evidence, and the conclusion shows the complete, unified
picture.

This synthesis helps the reader recall the most important aspects of your research and see how they
form a cohesive whole. It demonstrates your ability to connect disparate ideas and present them as a
unified and compelling argument, a hallmark of effective scholarly writing.

Offering Broader Implications and Significance
A truly effective Chicago style conclusion goes beyond summarizing and reiterating. It explores the
broader implications and significance of your findings. This is where you answer the "so what?"
question directly. What does your research mean in the larger context? What are the potential future
directions for research in this area? What are the practical applications or theoretical contributions
of your work?

This section provides a sense of closure while also opening up avenues for further thought. It
elevates your work from a mere academic exercise to a contribution that has relevance beyond the
immediate scope of your paper, encouraging continued engagement with the topic.

Concluding Remarks and Final Thoughts
The final sentences of your conclusion should offer a sense of finality and leave a lasting impression.
This might involve a thought-provoking statement, a call to action (if appropriate for the context), or
a final reflection on the importance of your topic. The tone should be confident and assured,
reflecting the thoroughness of your research.



These concluding remarks should tie everything together and leave the reader with a strong,
memorable takeaway message. They are the last words the reader encounters, so they should be
carefully considered for their impact and relevance.

Common Pitfalls in Chicago Style Conclusions
While the guidelines for a Chicago style conclusion are straightforward, writers can fall into common
traps that diminish the effectiveness of their final section. Being aware of these pitfalls can help you
avoid them.

Avoiding New Information or Arguments
A fundamental rule of any conclusion, including one in Chicago style, is to avoid introducing new
evidence, arguments, or ideas that were not discussed in the body of your paper. The conclusion is
meant to synthesize and reflect on what has already been presented, not to present new material.
Introducing novel concepts at this stage can confuse the reader and undermine the coherence of
your argument.

This principle ensures that your paper feels complete and that the reader has a clear understanding
of the scope and limitations of your discussion as presented within the text.

Preventing Mere Summarization
While summarizing key points is part of a conclusion, it should not be the sole purpose. A conclusion
that merely lists the main points without synthesizing them or exploring their implications can feel
superficial and uninspired. The reader has already read these points; they need to see how they fit
together and what they mean.

The distinction between summary and synthesis is crucial. Synthesis involves weaving together ideas
to create a new understanding, whereas summarization is simply recounting information.

Ensuring a Smooth Transition and Flow
The conclusion should flow logically from the body of your paper. Avoid abrupt shifts in tone or
topic. Transitions should be smooth, guiding the reader seamlessly from your final points of
discussion to your concluding thoughts. The language used should maintain consistency with the
rest of your paper.

A smooth transition ensures that the conclusion feels like a natural and necessary extension of your
argument, rather than an unrelated addendum.

Specific Considerations for Different Disciplines
The application of Chicago style conclusion principles can vary slightly depending on the academic
discipline and the specific type of writing. Understanding these nuances can further refine your
approach.



Conclusions in Research Papers
In Chicago style research papers, conclusions often emphasize the findings and their implications for
the field. They might discuss the limitations of the study and suggest areas for future research. The
focus is on contributing new knowledge or validating existing theories through empirical evidence.

These conclusions are critical for demonstrating the impact and originality of the research
conducted, solidifying its place within the academic discourse.

Conclusions in Essays and Term Papers
For essays and term papers, Chicago style conclusions tend to focus on reinforcing the thesis and
providing a comprehensive analysis of the topic discussed. They might offer personal reflections on
the significance of the subject matter or a broader interpretation of the evidence presented.

The emphasis here is on demonstrating critical thinking and the ability to develop a well-supported
argument on a given topic.

Conclusions in Dissertations and Theses
When writing dissertations and theses in Chicago style, conclusions are particularly detailed. They
must not only synthesize findings but also articulate the original contribution to knowledge, discuss
the methodological implications, and provide a clear roadmap for future scholarly inquiry.

These conclusions are often extensive, reflecting the depth and scope of doctoral-level research and
its potential to shape academic fields.

FAQ

Q: What is the primary goal of a conclusion in Chicago style?
A: The primary goal of a conclusion in Chicago style is to synthesize the main points of the paper,
reiterate the thesis in a new way, and explain the significance or implications of the research or
argument. It aims to provide closure while leaving the reader with a lasting understanding of the
work's value.

Q: Should I introduce new evidence in my Chicago style
conclusion?
A: No, you should absolutely not introduce new evidence, arguments, or information that was not
discussed in the body of your paper. The conclusion is for reflecting on and synthesizing existing
content, not for presenting novel material.



Q: How do I avoid simply summarizing my paper in the
conclusion?
A: To avoid mere summarization, focus on synthesis. Instead of listing your points, explain how they
connect and build upon each other to support your thesis. Discuss the broader implications and
significance of your findings, rather than just restating what you've already said.

Q: Is there a specific word count requirement for a Chicago
style conclusion?
A: The Chicago Manual of Style does not prescribe a specific word count for conclusions. The length
should be proportionate to the overall length and complexity of your paper. It should be substantial
enough to effectively fulfill its purpose but not so long as to become redundant.

Q: How do I rephrase my thesis statement effectively in the
conclusion?
A: To rephrase your thesis, consider the insights and evidence you've presented. Your rephrased
thesis should reflect the journey the reader has taken and the understanding gained throughout the
paper, demonstrating how your arguments have proven or explored your initial premise.

Q: What are the broader implications I should consider for my
Chicago style conclusion?
A: Broader implications can include the impact of your findings on the field, potential applications,
theoretical contributions, limitations of your study, and suggestions for future research. Answering
the "so what?" question is key here.

Q: How does the conclusion in a Chicago style research paper
differ from that in an essay?
A: In research papers, conclusions often lean more heavily on empirical findings and their direct
impact on the specific academic field. In essays, conclusions might focus more on analytical
interpretation and broader thematic relevance, demonstrating critical thinking and argumentation
skills.
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