
chicago style conclusion for linguistics
paper
The final section of any academic work is crucial, and for a linguistics paper written in
Chicago style, a well-crafted conclusion is paramount. This guide delves into the essential
components and best practices for constructing a robust Chicago style conclusion for your
linguistics research. We will explore how to effectively synthesize your findings, reiterate
your thesis, and suggest avenues for future study, all while adhering to the specific
formatting and stylistic guidelines of the Chicago Manual of Style. Mastering the art of the
conclusion ensures your linguistic arguments leave a lasting and persuasive impact on
your reader.
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Understanding the Purpose of a Linguistics Paper
Conclusion
The conclusion of a linguistics paper in Chicago style serves as the definitive statement of
your research's contribution to the field. It is not merely a summary, but a synthesis of
your arguments and findings, demonstrating the significance and broader relevance of
your work. A strong conclusion reinforces the validity of your thesis and leaves the reader
with a clear understanding of what has been accomplished and why it matters. It is the
final opportunity to impress upon your audience the intellectual rigor and insightful
analysis presented throughout the paper.

In essence, the conclusion bridges the gap between your specific linguistic investigation
and the wider academic discourse. It contextualizes your findings within existing theories
and debates in linguistics, highlighting any novel contributions or challenges to
established paradigms. Therefore, investing time and careful thought into this section is as
critical as the research and writing of the body of your paper. A well-executed conclusion
solidifies your argument and enhances the overall impact of your scholarly endeavor.

Key Elements of a Chicago Style Conclusion
A compelling Chicago style conclusion for a linguistics paper is built upon several



foundational elements. These components work in synergy to provide a comprehensive
and impactful closing to your academic argument. Adhering to these elements ensures
that your conclusion is both informative and persuasive, leaving a lasting impression on
your reader.

Restating the Thesis in a New Light
The conclusion should revisit your central thesis, but avoid simple repetition. Instead, aim
to rephrase it in a way that reflects the insights gained through your research. This
restatement should underscore how your findings support and validate your initial
hypothesis, demonstrating the evolution of your understanding. It's about showing, not
just telling, how your research journey has confirmed your core argument, now enriched
by the evidence and analysis you have presented.

For instance, if your thesis explored the phonological shifts in a specific dialect, your
conclusion might rephrase it by stating something akin to: "This study has thus
demonstrated that the hypothesized diachronic shifts in the velar stop pronunciation of the
Oakhaven dialect are indeed evident, directly correlating with documented socio-economic
changes in the region." This approach acknowledges the thesis while integrating the
findings and their implications.

Summarizing Key Findings and Arguments
This is where you concisely review the most significant results and the core arguments
you have developed. Do not introduce new information or evidence here. Instead, select
the most impactful points from your body paragraphs that directly support your thesis.
Think of this as a highlight reel of your research, showcasing the most compelling pieces
of evidence and the logical progression of your reasoning.

The summary should logically connect your individual findings back to your overarching
thesis statement. For example, if your paper analyzed syntactic variation across different
age groups, you might summarize by stating: "The data revealed significant differences in
subordinate clause embedding preferences, with younger speakers exhibiting a greater
tendency towards recursive structures, thereby supporting the hypothesis of ongoing
grammatical simplification within the community." This highlights specific findings that
bolster the main argument.

Discussing the Implications of Your Research
Beyond simply presenting your findings, a strong conclusion explores what those findings
mean. What are the broader implications of your research for the field of linguistics? Does
it challenge existing theories, offer new perspectives, or provide empirical support for a
particular linguistic model? This section demonstrates your understanding of the larger
academic conversation your research contributes to.

Consider the theoretical or practical ramifications of your work. For example, if your
research concerns language acquisition, its implications might relate to pedagogical
approaches or our understanding of cognitive processes. If it deals with sociolinguistics,
the implications might touch upon social identity, language policy, or intergroup



communication. This elevates your paper from a report of data to a meaningful
contribution to knowledge.

Limitations and Future Research Directions
No research is exhaustive. Acknowledging the limitations of your study lends credibility
and demonstrates scholarly maturity. This can include limitations in sample size, data
collection methods, or the scope of your analysis. Following this, suggesting avenues for
future research shows your forward-thinking approach and the potential for your work to
inspire further investigation.

When discussing limitations, be specific and constructive. For example, "While this study
provided valuable insights, its reliance on self-reported data presents a limitation. Future
research could benefit from longitudinal observational studies employing real-time speech
analysis to further validate these findings." For future research, suggest concrete
questions or methodologies that could build upon your work. This might involve examining
a larger geographical area, a different demographic, or employing more sophisticated
analytical tools.

Formatting and Stylistic Considerations
Adhering to the Chicago Manual of Style is crucial for any academic paper, and the
conclusion is no exception. While the core content remains focused on synthesis and
implication, specific stylistic elements must be maintained to ensure academic integrity
and professionalism.

In Chicago style, conclusions are typically integrated into the main body of the text,
without a separate heading like "Conclusion" unless specifically instructed by your
professor. The final paragraphs of your paper should naturally transition from your
analysis into your concluding thoughts. Footnotes or endnotes can be used for citations, as
per standard Chicago guidelines, but should not be used to introduce new arguments or
significant information that should have been in the body of the paper.

Avoiding Common Pitfalls in Linguistics
Conclusions
Several common errors can detract from the effectiveness of a linguistics paper
conclusion. Recognizing and avoiding these pitfalls will significantly strengthen your final
section.

Introducing new arguments or evidence that were not discussed in the body of the
paper.

Simply repeating sentences or paragraphs from the introduction or body.

Ending abruptly without a sense of closure or synthesis.



Being overly speculative or making claims not supported by your data.

Apologizing for the research or its limitations in a way that undermines its value.

A common mistake is to introduce novel concepts or data in the conclusion, which should
be reserved for the main body of the research. Similarly, simply rehashing previous points
without offering a synthesized perspective fails to add value. The goal is to build upon
what has been presented, not to introduce entirely new material or rehash old material
without insight. Ensure your conclusion provides a sense of completion and reinforces the
significance of your work.

Crafting a Strong Closing Statement
The very last sentences of your conclusion are your final opportunity to make a lasting
impression. Aim for a statement that is memorable, impactful, and clearly articulates the
enduring relevance of your research. This could be a broader statement about the future
of the linguistic phenomenon you studied, a call to action for further research, or a
powerful reiteration of your study's contribution to understanding language itself.

For example, a concluding sentence might read: "Ultimately, this investigation into the
grammaticalization of evidentials in Mandarin offers a critical lens through which to
understand the dynamic interplay between cognitive pressures and socio-historical
influences shaping grammatical structures, paving the way for richer cross-linguistic
comparisons in the study of language evolution." This sentence provides a sense of finality
while highlighting the broader significance and potential future impact of the research.

Q: What is the primary role of a conclusion in a Chicago
style linguistics paper?
A: The primary role of a conclusion in a Chicago style linguistics paper is to synthesize the
research findings, restate the thesis in a new light, discuss the implications of the study
for the field of linguistics, and suggest directions for future research. It serves to reinforce
the paper's argument and demonstrate the significance of the work.

Q: Should I use a separate heading for the conclusion in
my Chicago style linguistics paper?
A: Generally, in Chicago style, a separate heading for the conclusion is not used unless
specifically required by your instructor or publication guidelines. The concluding
paragraphs are usually integrated seamlessly into the main body of the text, transitioning
logically from your analysis.



Q: How do I effectively restate my thesis in the
conclusion without being repetitive?
A: To restate your thesis effectively, rephrase it using different words and connect it
directly to the findings you have presented. Show how your research has validated or
nuanced your initial hypothesis, demonstrating the journey of your argument rather than
just repeating the starting point.

Q: What kind of limitations should I discuss in my
linguistics paper conclusion?
A: When discussing limitations, be specific about any constraints in your methodology,
data, or scope that might affect the generalizability or interpretation of your findings.
Acknowledge these honestly to enhance your paper's credibility and provide context for
future research.

Q: How can I suggest future research directions in a
compelling way?
A: Suggest future research directions by proposing specific questions or avenues of
inquiry that naturally emerge from your findings and limitations. This shows the ongoing
relevance of your work and can inspire further investigation within the field.

Q: Should I introduce any new information or data in
the conclusion?
A: No, you should not introduce any new information, data, or arguments in the
conclusion. The conclusion is a place for synthesis and reflection on what has already been
presented in the body of the paper, not for introducing novel content.

Q: How important is it to adhere to Chicago style
formatting in the conclusion?
A: Adhering to Chicago style formatting in the conclusion is as important as in any other
section of the paper. This includes correct citation practices (footnotes or endnotes) and
maintaining a consistent academic tone and structure.

Q: What are the implications I should discuss in my
linguistics paper conclusion?
A: Discuss implications by explaining what your research findings mean for linguistic
theory, methodology, or understanding of language in a broader context. Consider how
your work contributes to existing debates or opens up new areas of inquiry.
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