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The Art of Crafting a Chicago Style Conclusion for History Paper

chicago style conclusion for history paper serves as the final, crucial
impression your research leaves on the reader. It’s not merely a summary but
a powerful synthesis that reinforces your argument, showcases the
significance of your findings, and offers a lasting perspective on the
historical topic you have explored. This comprehensive guide will delve into
the essential components of a strong conclusion, from restating your thesis
in new terms to providing a thought-provoking final statement. We will
explore how to avoid common pitfalls, effectively tie together disparate
pieces of evidence, and leave your audience with a deeper understanding of
your historical inquiry. Mastering the Chicago style for conclusions ensures
your academic work meets the highest standards of scholarly presentation and
persuasive argumentation.
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Understanding the Purpose of a Chicago Style
Conclusion

The conclusion of a history paper, especially when adhering to Chicago style,
is far more than a simple reiteration of what has already been said. Its
primary purpose 1is to provide closure for the reader while simultaneously
amplifying the impact of your research. It’s the last chance to persuade your
audience of the validity and importance of your historical interpretation. A
well-crafted conclusion should leave the reader with a sense of completeness,
having understood not only the “what” and “how” of your research but also the
“so what?”

In the context of Chicago style, which often emphasizes detailed evidence and
thorough analysis, the conclusion must effectively bring together all the
threads of your argument. It demonstrates your mastery of the subject matter
and your ability to connect specific historical events or figures to larger
historical trends or concepts. This section is where you solidify your
contribution to the existing scholarship, showcasing how your research offers
a new perspective or deepens our understanding of a particular historical
period or phenomenon. The effectiveness of your entire paper is often judged
by the strength and clarity of its concluding remarks.



Key Elements of a Strong Chicago Style
Conclusion

A compelling Chicago style conclusion is built upon several foundational
elements that work in concert to create a powerful final impression. These
components ensure that your argument is not only summarized but also
elevated, leaving a lasting impact on the reader’s comprehension and
appreciation of your historical research.

Restating Your Thesis Effectively

The first critical step in constructing a robust Chicago style conclusion is
to revisit your thesis statement. However, this is not a matter of verbatim
repetition. Instead, you should rephrase your thesis using different
language, reflecting the nuanced understanding and evidence you have
developed throughout your paper. This rephrased thesis should encapsulate the
central argument of your paper, now imbued with the weight of your analysis
and supporting evidence. It acts as a reminder of the core message, grounding
the reader in the paper's main objective before moving on to broader
implications.

Think of this restatement as a refined distillation of your initial claim. It
should acknowledge the journey the reader has taken with you through your
research, confirming that the initial premise has been thoroughly explored
and validated. This demonstrates intellectual growth and the development of
your argument from a hypothesis to a well-supported conclusion. It’s about
reinforcing the essence of your argument in a way that feels fresh and
conclusive.

Synthesizing Your Main Arguments

Following the rephrased thesis, a strong Chicago style conclusion will
synthesize your key arguments. This involves bringing together the main
points you have developed in your body paragraphs without simply listing
them. Instead, you should weave them together, showing how they collectively
support your thesis and contribute to your overall interpretation of the
historical subject. This synthesis demonstrates the coherence and
interconnectedness of your research.

Consider how each argument you've presented contributes to the larger
narrative or understanding you are trying to convey. By showing how these
individual pieces of evidence and analysis fit together, you create a more
comprehensive and persuasive picture for the reader. This synthesis is where
the reader sees the full scope of your research and how all the parts
contribute to a unified whole, reinforcing the credibility of your thesis.

Providing Broader Context and Significance

A truly impactful Chicago style conclusion goes beyond summarizing and



synthesizing to explore the broader context and significance of your
findings. This means connecting your specific historical research to larger
historical trends, debates, or implications. Why does your research matter
beyond the confines of your chosen topic? What does it tell us about human
behavior, societal development, or the nature of historical change?

This section is where you answer the "so what?" question explicitly. You
might discuss the long-term consequences of the events you studied, their
impact on subsequent historical developments, or their relevance to
contemporary issues. By situating your research within a wider historical
landscape, you demonstrate its enduring importance and its contribution to
our understanding of the past and its relationship to the present. This
elevates your paper from a mere description of events to a meaningful
historical analysis.

Offering a Thought-Provoking Final Statement

The final statement of your Chicago style conclusion should leave a lasting
impression. This can take many forms, such as a call for further research, a
prediction about future implications, a reflection on enduring historical
questions, or a powerful concluding thought that resonates with the reader.
It should feel like a natural, yet impactful, end to your academic journey.

Avoid introducing entirely new information or arguments in your conclusion.
Instead, use this space to offer a memorable final thought that encapsulates
the essence of your research and its significance. This could be a final
evocative image, a concise statement of wisdom derived from your analysis, or
a lingering gquestion that encourages the reader to continue thinking about
the historical topic. The goal is to conclude with a sense of intellectual
resonance and closure.

Common Mistakes to Avoid in Chicago Style
Conclusions

Crafting an effective conclusion in Chicago style involves not only knowing
what to do but also what pitfalls to sidestep. Awareness of these common
errors can significantly enhance the strength and impact of your final
section.

Introducing entirely new arguments or evidence that were not discussed
in the body of the paper.

e Simply summarizing or restating points without synthesis or analysis.
e Ending abruptly without a clear sense of closure or significance.
e Apologizing for limitations or shortcomings in your research.

e Using clichés or overly dramatic language that detracts from the
academic tone.



e Failing to connect your findings back to your thesis statement.

e Providing a conclusion that is too short or too long in proportion to
the rest of the paper.

One of the most frequent mistakes is the temptation to introduce new
information. The conclusion is not the place for new data, new
interpretations, or new lines of argument. All such elements should have been
fully developed and supported within the body of your paper. Instead, the
conclusion should draw upon what has already been presented, synthesizing and
contextualizing it. Similarly, a mere summary can feel redundant to the
reader who has just spent pages engaging with your ideas; the goal is to move
beyond summary to a deeper level of understanding and reflection.

Tailoring Your Conclusion to Different
Historical Topics

The specific content and emphasis of your Chicago style conclusion will
naturally vary depending on the nature of your historical topic. A paper on a
specific battle might conclude differently from one exploring a broad social
movement or a biographical study.

Conclusions for Specific Event or Biography Papers

For a paper focusing on a particular historical event, such as a battle or a
pivotal moment, your conclusion might emphasize the immediate and long-term
consequences of that event. You would reiterate how the event shaped
subsequent historical trajectories, impacted key figures, or altered the
course of a nation or region. In a biography, the conclusion would likely
reflect on the individual's legacy, their lasting contributions, or the
broader historical context of their life and impact.

The significance of the event or individual is paramount here. You might
conclude by reflecting on how their actions or existence changed the world,
even in small ways, and what lessons can be drawn from their story. For
instance, a conclusion on the D-Day landings would likely discuss its role in
the Allied victory in World War II and its subsequent impact on geopolitical
landscapes. A biography of Eleanor Roosevelt might conclude by examining her
evolving role as a humanitarian and her lasting influence on civil rights
discourse.

Conclusions for Thematic or Analytical Papers

If your paper delves into a thematic analysis, such as the causes of a
revolution, the evolution of a particular ideology, or the social impact of
industrialization, your conclusion should focus on the overarching patterns
and insights you have uncovered. You would synthesize the various threads of
your argument to present a holistic understanding of the theme.



This type of conclusion often highlights the complexity of historical
causation or the multifaceted nature of social change. You might conclude by
posing further questions that arise from your analysis, suggesting avenues
for future research into the theme, or demonstrating the enduring relevance
of the historical forces you have examined. For example, a thematic paper on
the Industrial Revolution might conclude by reflecting on its ongoing impact
on globalization and technological advancement, or the persistent debates
about its social and environmental consequences.

The Role of Evidence in a Chicago Style
Conclusion

While the conclusion does not introduce new evidence, the evidence presented
and analyzed throughout your paper forms the bedrock upon which your
concluding arguments are built. The conclusion implicitly relies on this
evidence to validate the final synthesis and broader significance you
present.

Your conclusion should act as a final testament to the strength of the
evidence you have marshaled. When you restate your thesis or synthesize your
arguments, the reader should have the preceding body of evidence in mind,
readily recalling how each point was substantiated. The concluding remarks
should feel like a natural and inevitable outcome of the detailed examination
of primary and secondary sources that characterized the rest of your paper.
The weight of your evidence should lend authority and credibility to your
final statements, reinforcing the persuasive power of your historical
narrative.

Revisiting and Refining Your Conclusion

The process of writing a history paper is iterative, and this holds true for
the conclusion. It is often beneficial to write a draft of your conclusion
early in the writing process to guide your research, but it should be
revisited and refined extensively in the final stages. After you have
completed the body of your paper and have a clear understanding of your
argument's full development, you can then shape your conclusion to perfectly
reflect that completed work.

Pay close attention to the flow between sentences and paragraphs. Ensure that
the transition from your final body paragraph into the conclusion is smooth
and logical. Read your conclusion aloud to catch awkward phrasing or areas
that lack clarity. Most importantly, ensure that your conclusion directly
addresses your thesis and effectively communicates the overall significance
of your historical inquiry. The final polish is crucial for leaving a strong,
professional impression.

FAQ Section



Q: What is the most important element of a Chicago
style conclusion for a history paper?

A: The most important element is synthesizing your main arguments and
providing broader context and significance. It’s not just a summary, but a
demonstration of how your research contributes to a larger understanding of
history.

Q: Can I introduce new evidence in my Chicago style
conclusion?

A: No, absolutely not. The conclusion should draw upon and synthesize the
evidence already presented in the body of your paper. Introducing new
evidence here weakens your argument and violates academic conventions.

Q: How long should a Chicago style conclusion be?

A: The length of your conclusion should be proportionate to the length of
your paper. Typically, it might be around 5-10% of the total word count, but
the focus should always be on completeness and impact rather than a strict
word count.

Q: What is the difference between restating the
thesis and summarizing the paper in the conclusion?

A: Restating the thesis involves rephrasing your main argument in new terms,
showing how it has been proven. Summarizing is a brief overview of the main
points. A good conclusion synthesizes these points to demonstrate the overall
argument and its implications.

Q: Should I offer my personal opinions in a Chicago
style conclusion?

A: No. Academic conclusions, especially in history, should maintain an
objective and scholarly tone. Any insights or interpretations should be
grounded in the evidence presented and historical analysis, not personal
beliefs.

Q: How can I make my Chicago style conclusion more
impactful?

A: To make your conclusion impactful, focus on the "so what?" question.
Connect your findings to broader historical trends, discuss lasting legacies,
or pose insightful questions for future research. A strong, memorable final
sentence can also leave a lasting impression.

Q: What are some common phrases to avoid in a Chicago
style conclusion?

A: Avoid clichés like "in conclusion," "to sum up," or overly dramatic



phrases. It's better to let your synthesized arguments and final statement
naturally conclude the paper without relying on such generic transitions.
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