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Understanding the Chicago Style Conclusion
chicago style conclusion examples are crucial for effectively summarizing your
research and leaving a lasting impression on your reader. A well-crafted conclusion in
Chicago style doesn't just restate your thesis; it synthesizes your findings, reiterates their
significance, and often opens avenues for future inquiry. Mastering this element of
academic writing ensures your arguments are presented with clarity and impact, adhering
to the rigorous standards expected in scholarly work. This guide will delve into the core
components of a strong Chicago style conclusion, providing practical examples and
explaining the underlying principles.

We will explore the purpose of a conclusion, its structural elements, and how to avoid
common pitfalls. Understanding these nuances is essential for students, researchers, and
writers working within academic disciplines that utilize the Chicago Manual of Style. By
the end of this article, you will be equipped with the knowledge to construct compelling
and effective conclusions that enhance the overall quality of your academic papers.
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The Purpose of a Chicago Style Conclusion
The primary purpose of a conclusion in Chicago style, as in any academic writing, is to
bring your paper to a satisfying close. It serves as the final opportunity to reinforce your
main arguments and demonstrate the significance of your research. A strong conclusion
provides closure for the reader, leaving them with a clear understanding of what has been
presented and why it matters. It is not merely a summary; it is an interpretation of the
evidence and a final statement of the author's position.

Beyond summarizing, a well-executed Chicago style conclusion should echo the
introduction's promises, confirming that the research questions have been addressed and
the thesis has been proven. It aims to elevate the reader's understanding by showing the
broader implications of the presented work. This often involves connecting the specific
findings to a larger academic conversation or to real-world applications, thereby
demonstrating the value and relevance of the research.

Key Components of a Strong Chicago Style
Conclusion
A robust Chicago style conclusion typically comprises several key elements that work in
concert to achieve its purpose. These components ensure that the conclusion is
comprehensive, persuasive, and adheres to academic conventions.

Restating the Thesis in New Terms
The conclusion should revisit your central argument or thesis statement, but not through
direct repetition. Instead, rephrase it using different vocabulary and sentence structure,
demonstrating a deeper understanding that has been honed through the presentation of
evidence. This reiteration reminds the reader of your core assertion without appearing
redundant.

Summarizing Main Points and Findings
Briefly encapsulate the most crucial evidence and arguments presented throughout the
body of your paper. This summary should highlight how each piece of evidence supported
your thesis. Avoid introducing new information or arguments; the focus remains on
synthesizing what has already been discussed.

Discussing the Significance and Implications
This is where the conclusion truly shines. Explain why your findings are important. What
do they mean for the field of study? What are the broader implications of your research?
This section demonstrates the impact and relevance of your work, moving beyond a simple
report of findings to an interpretation of their meaning.



Offering a Final Thought or Call to Action (If
Appropriate)
Depending on the nature of the paper, a conclusion might end with a thought-provoking
statement, a recommendation, or a suggestion for future research. This element provides
a sense of finality and encourages further consideration of the topic.

Crafting an Effective Chicago Style Conclusion:
Step-by-Step
Developing a compelling Chicago style conclusion requires a systematic approach,
ensuring all essential elements are included and presented cohesively. Following these
steps can help you build a conclusion that effectively caps off your research.

Review Your Introduction and Thesis
Begin by re-reading your introduction. What promises did you make to the reader? What
was your central thesis? Your conclusion should directly address these points, providing
the reader with a sense of completion and fulfillment.

Identify Your Most Important Evidence and Arguments
Go back through your paper and pinpoint the strongest pieces of evidence and the most
persuasive arguments you presented. These are the pillars that supported your thesis and
should be briefly referenced in your summary.

Synthesize, Don't Just Summarize
The goal is to weave together your main points into a coherent narrative, showing how
they collectively prove your thesis. Instead of listing points, explain how they connect and
build upon each other to form a unified argument. This synthesis is what distinguishes a
strong conclusion from a weak one.

Articulate the Broader Impact
Consider the "so what?" question. Why should anyone care about your research?
Articulate the significance of your findings, whether it's contributing to academic
knowledge, offering a new perspective, or suggesting practical applications.

Refine and Polish
Ensure smooth transitions between sentences and paragraphs. Check for clarity,



conciseness, and grammatical accuracy. Read your conclusion aloud to catch awkward
phrasing or repetitive language.

Chicago Style Conclusion Example: A Detailed
Breakdown
To illustrate these principles, let's consider a hypothetical research paper examining the
impact of social media on adolescent mental health. The thesis might be: "While social
media offers avenues for connection, its pervasive use among adolescents is demonstrably
linked to increased rates of anxiety and depression due to factors such as social
comparison and cyberbullying."

Example Conclusion Paragraph 1: Rephrased Thesis and
Summary
In conclusion, this research has demonstrated that the digital landscape, particularly
through extensive social media engagement, presents significant challenges to adolescent
psychological well-being. The analysis confirmed that the constant exposure to curated
online lives fosters detrimental social comparison, while the persistent threat of
cyberbullying creates an environment of fear and isolation, thereby contributing to
elevated levels of anxiety and depressive symptoms among young users. These findings
underscore the complex interplay between online interactions and mental health
outcomes.

Example Conclusion Paragraph 2: Significance and
Broader Implications
The implications of these findings are far-reaching, urging a critical reevaluation of
societal approaches to adolescent digital consumption. The prevalence of anxiety and
depression linked to social media use suggests an urgent need for greater digital literacy
education for both adolescents and parents, as well as for platform developers to
implement more robust safety measures. Understanding these connections is vital not only
for informing therapeutic interventions but also for shaping public health strategies aimed
at protecting the mental resilience of future generations in an increasingly digitized world.

Example Conclusion Paragraph 3: Final Thought
Ultimately, while the digital age offers unprecedented opportunities for connection and
learning, the present study serves as a crucial reminder that its unchecked influence can
exact a considerable toll on vulnerable minds. A concerted effort from educators, parents,
policymakers, and technology companies is therefore essential to navigate this complex
terrain responsibly and ensure that digital platforms support, rather than undermine, the
healthy development of adolescents.



Common Mistakes to Avoid in Chicago Style
Conclusions
Even with a clear understanding of what a conclusion should do, it's easy to fall into
common traps that diminish its effectiveness. Being aware of these pitfalls can help you
craft a more impactful closing statement.

Introducing New Information
A conclusion is not the place to introduce novel arguments, evidence, or theories that
were not discussed in the body of the paper. This can confuse the reader and undermine
the coherence of your work.

Being Too Vague or Too General
While you should broaden the scope of your discussion to implications, avoid making
sweeping generalizations that are not supported by your research. Maintain a connection
to the specific findings of your paper.

Simply Repeating the Introduction
As mentioned, direct repetition of the introduction or thesis statement is a sign of weak
writing. The conclusion should offer a sense of progress and deeper understanding gained
from the preceding arguments.

Apologizing or Sounding Uncertain
Your conclusion should reflect the confidence and authority derived from your research.
Avoid phrases like "I may be wrong" or "This is just my opinion," which weaken your
stance.

Ending Abruptly
A conclusion should feel like a natural and complete ending. Ensure there is a smooth flow
from the summary of findings to the discussion of implications and the final thought.

Integrating Future Research and Broader
Implications
A sophisticated Chicago style conclusion often looks beyond the immediate scope of the
paper to consider what comes next. This demonstrates a deep engagement with the



subject matter and positions your work within a larger academic conversation.

Identifying Gaps in Knowledge
Based on your research, you might identify areas that were not fully explored or questions
that remain unanswered. Suggesting these as avenues for future research lends credibility
to your work by acknowledging its limitations and potential for further development.

Connecting to Larger Theoretical Frameworks
Consider how your findings relate to established theories or models within your field. Does
your research support, challenge, or modify existing theoretical understandings?
Explaining these connections broadens the impact of your conclusions.

Suggesting Practical Applications
For research with real-world relevance, a conclusion is an ideal place to propose practical
applications. How can your findings be used to solve problems, inform policy, or improve
practices in a specific area? This can be a powerful way to demonstrate the value of your
research.

The Role of Synthesis in a Chicago Style
Conclusion
Synthesis is the cornerstone of an effective conclusion. It moves beyond mere summation
to the creation of new understanding by integrating various elements of your research into
a unified whole. This process is what allows a conclusion to provide genuine insight and
closure.

Weaving Together Diverse Findings
Your research likely involved examining multiple sources, pieces of evidence, or analytical
perspectives. Synthesis involves showing how these diverse elements work together to
support your main argument. It’s about demonstrating the interconnectedness of your
research components.

Building a Coherent Narrative
A well-synthesized conclusion tells a story of your research journey, from the initial
question to the final understanding. It should guide the reader through the logical
progression of your arguments and findings, reinforcing the overall coherence of your
paper.



Elevating the Reader's Comprehension
By synthesizing your research, you help the reader see the "big picture." You translate
complex data and arguments into a clear and impactful message, ensuring that the
significance of your work is fully appreciated. This is where your research truly comes to
life.

Variations and Nuances in Chicago Style
Conclusions
While the core principles of a Chicago style conclusion remain consistent, subtle variations
exist depending on the academic discipline and the specific nature of the research.
Understanding these nuances can help you tailor your conclusion effectively.

Disciplinary Expectations
In fields like history or literature, a conclusion might focus more on the interpretive
significance of events or texts, emphasizing the contextual understanding gained. In
scientific disciplines, conclusions often highlight experimental results and their
implications for future research or technological advancements.

Length and Complexity
The length and detail of a conclusion will naturally vary with the overall length and
complexity of the paper. A short essay might have a concise concluding paragraph, while a
dissertation will require a more expansive and detailed concluding section.

Tone and Voice
While maintaining an authoritative tone, the specific voice can adapt. For instance, a
reflective essay might allow for a slightly more personal touch in its final thoughts,
whereas a highly empirical study will remain strictly objective. The key is always to align
your conclusion with the overall tone established in your paper.

The effective construction of a Chicago style conclusion is a skill honed through
understanding its purpose, carefully integrating its components, and avoiding common
pitfalls. By focusing on synthesis, significance, and clarity, writers can ensure their
research leaves a lasting and meaningful impression on their readers, solidifying the
impact of their scholarly contributions.

FAQ



Q: What is the primary difference between a summary
and a conclusion in Chicago style?
A: A summary in Chicago style merely restates the main points of the paper. A conclusion,
however, synthesizes these points, discusses their significance, reiterates the thesis in
new terms, and often explores broader implications or suggests future research, providing
a more profound sense of closure and understanding.

Q: Should I introduce new evidence in my Chicago style
conclusion?
A: No, you should not introduce new evidence in a Chicago style conclusion. The
conclusion's role is to interpret and synthesize the evidence and arguments already
presented in the body of the paper, not to introduce novel information that has not been
discussed or analyzed.

Q: How can I make my Chicago style conclusion more
impactful?
A: To make your Chicago style conclusion more impactful, focus on clearly articulating the
significance and implications of your findings. Connect your research to broader academic
conversations or real-world applications. End with a strong, thought-provoking final
statement that reinforces the value of your work.

Q: What is the role of the thesis statement in a Chicago
style conclusion?
A: In a Chicago style conclusion, the thesis statement should be revisited and restated, but
in different words than it appeared in the introduction. This rephrasing demonstrates a
deepened understanding and confirms that the arguments presented throughout the paper
have effectively supported the central claim.

Q: Is it acceptable to offer recommendations or a call to
action in a Chicago style conclusion?
A: Yes, it is often acceptable and can be highly effective to offer recommendations or a call
to action in a Chicago style conclusion, especially for research papers that have practical
applications or address specific issues. This should always be directly supported by the
findings of your research.

Q: How do I ensure my Chicago style conclusion flows



logically from the body of my paper?
A: To ensure a logical flow, begin your conclusion by briefly summarizing the main
arguments and findings, then proceed to discuss their significance and implications. Use
transition words and phrases to connect these different parts smoothly, creating a
cohesive and coherent closing statement that feels like a natural progression.

Q: What are some common phrases to avoid in a
Chicago style conclusion?
A: Common phrases to avoid include those that sound uncertain or apologetic, such as
"This paper is only about..." or "I may be wrong, but...". Also avoid overly simplistic
concluding phrases like "In conclusion, I have discussed..." or direct repetition of
sentences from the introduction. The goal is to sound authoritative and insightful.
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