chicago style conclusion errors to
avoid

Avoiding Pitfalls: A Comprehensive Guide to Chicago Style Conclusion Errors

chicago style conclusion errors to avoid are common for writers across
academic disciplines, but understanding these potential missteps is crucial
for crafting a compelling and effective final section. A strong conclusion
doesn't just signal the end of your work; it reinforces your arguments,
offers lasting insights, and leaves the reader with a clear understanding of
your research's significance. This guide will delve into the most frequent
errors, from merely summarizing to introducing new information, and provide
strategies to ensure your Chicago-style conclusion achieves its intended
impact. We will explore how to avoid repetition, the importance of synthesis
over summary, and the art of offering a broader perspective.
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Understanding the Purpose of a Chicago Style
Conclusion

The conclusion of a paper written in Chicago style, like any academic style,
serves a critical function. It is the final opportunity to solidify your
arguments, remind the reader of the importance of your research, and offer a
lasting impression. A well-executed conclusion moves beyond a mere recap of
points discussed; it synthesizes the evidence presented, reiterates the main
thesis in a new light, and often expands upon the implications of your
findings. In essence, it provides closure while also prompting further
thought or action.

This section of your paper should act as a culmination, drawing together the
threads of your argument and demonstrating the full scope of your research.
It’s where you, as the author, offer your final authoritative statement on
the topic, reinforcing the value and contribution of your work to the
existing body of knowledge. Ignoring the nuanced requirements of a strong
conclusion can significantly diminish the overall impact and persuasiveness
of your entire paper.



Common Chicago Style Conclusion Errors to Avoid

Many writers fall into predictable traps when constructing their conclusions,
diminishing the effectiveness of their hard work. Recognizing these common
pitfalls is the first step toward creating a powerful and memorable ending
that adheres to Chicago style guidelines.

Simply Restating Your Thesis

One of the most frequent errors in Chicago style conclusions is the mere
repetition of the thesis statement verbatim from the introduction. While you
must revisit your thesis, doing so without adding any new perspective or
elaboration is a missed opportunity. The conclusion is not a cut-and-paste
exercise; 1it’s a chance to demonstrate how your research has proven, refined,
or even slightly altered your initial assertion.

Instead of simply copying, rephrase your thesis in a way that reflects the
journey of your paper. Show how the evidence you've presented validates your
initial claim, or how the exploration of your topic has brought new
dimensions to your understanding. The goal is to reinforce, not just
regurgitate, your central argument.

Introducing New Information or Arguments

A conclusion is for wrapping up what you have already discussed, not for
introducing entirely new evidence, concepts, or arguments. Bringing in novel
material at this stage confuses the reader and suggests that your original
discussion was insufficient. It implies that you have more to say but are
choosing to present it at the last possible moment, which is poor
organizational practice.

All critical points and evidence should have been thoroughly explored within
the body of your paper. The conclusion should build upon what has already
been established, offering final reflections on that material, rather than
presenting a completely new foundation for discussion.

Excessive Summarization Without Synthesis

While some summarization is necessary in a conclusion, an overreliance on
simply listing all the points made in the paper is a significant error. This
approach can make your conclusion feel tedious and redundant. The key
difference lies in synthesis: combining and integrating your main points to
reveal a new understanding or broader significance, rather than just
reiterating them separately.

Think of it like weaving a tapestry. The body of your paper presents the
individual threads, and the conclusion weaves them together to create a
cohesive and meaningful image. You are showing how the pieces fit and what
the overall picture means, not just pointing out each thread again.



Failing to Connect Back to the Introduction

A strong conclusion creates a sense of completeness by echoing the themes and
questions raised in the introduction. If your conclusion feels disconnected
from the beginning of your paper, it can leave the reader feeling
unsatisfied, as if the argument hasn't fully circled back. This lack of
resonance can weaken the overall coherence of your work.

The introduction sets the stage and outlines the problem or question. The
body provides the evidence and analysis. The conclusion should then offer a
sense of resolution or deeper understanding in light of that initial framing.
It’s about bringing the reader full circle, demonstrating that the journey
proposed in the introduction has indeed been completed and its outcomes are
now clear.

Ending Abruptly

A conclusion should feel natural and earned, not like an abrupt halt.
Suddenly stopping after a final sentence can leave the reader feeling as
though the paper has been cut short. A good conclusion provides a sense of
finality and intellectual satisfaction, which requires a bit of thoughtful
development.

Ensure your concluding remarks have a smooth transition from your main
points. Allow the final sentences to resonate, offering a sense of closure
that is both definitive and thought-provoking. Avoid ending on a cliffhanger
or a statement that feels incomplete.

Overly Broad or Vague Statements

While you might aim to offer broader implications, making overly broad or
vague statements can undermine the specificity and rigor of your research.
Claims that lack concrete grounding in your analysis can sound like
platitudes or unsupported generalizations. It’s important to ensure that any
broader implications you suggest are logically derived from the evidence you
have presented.

For example, instead of saying "This research changes everything," you should
articulate how it changes things, based on your specific findings. Connect
your insights to the established knowledge or practical applications within
your field, ensuring your concluding thoughts are as precise as your
argument.

Apologizing or Undermining Your Work

Authors sometimes include phrases in their conclusions that apologize for the
limitations of their research or express uncertainty about their findings.
Statements like "Further research is needed" can be appropriate, but phrased
in a way that sounds like an admission of failure is detrimental. Similarly,
expressing doubt about your own conclusions weakens the authority of your
paper.



Your conclusion should project confidence in your findings, even if you
acknowledge areas for future exploration. Frame limitations as opportunities
for further inquiry rather than as shortcomings of your current work. The
tone should remain authoritative and assured.

Strategies for Crafting a Strong Chicago Style
Conclusion

Moving beyond common errors, several effective strategies can elevate your
Chicago-style conclusion from adequate to outstanding, leaving a lasting
intellectual impression on your readers. These techniques focus on synthesis,
implication, and a forward-looking perspective.

Synthesize, Don't Just Summarize

The most critical element of a strong conclusion is synthesis. This involves
bringing together the disparate points and arguments made throughout your
paper and showing how they interrelate to form a cohesive whole. Instead of
merely listing your main findings, explain how they collectively support your
thesis and offer a new understanding of the topic.

Consider how each piece of evidence or analysis contributes to the
overarching narrative of your research. How do these components, when viewed
together, create a more profound insight than each could achieve in
isolation? This is the essence of synthesis.

Revisit Your Thesis Statement

As mentioned earlier, simply repeating your thesis is an error. However,
revisiting it in a new context is essential. After presenting your evidence
and analysis, you have earned the right to re-articulate your thesis,
demonstrating how your research has substantiated it.

Your revisited thesis should reflect the journey of your paper. It might
offer a more nuanced or sophisticated understanding of your initial
assertion, showing how the complexities of your research have illuminated
your central idea. This demonstrates intellectual growth and the validation
of your inquiry.

Offer a Broader Implication or Significance

A powerful conclusion extends the reach of your research beyond the immediate
scope of your paper. Consider the broader implications of your findings. What
does your research mean for the field, for policy, for practice, or for
future theoretical development?

These implications should be logically derived from your analysis and
presented with clarity. They provide the reader with a sense of the enduring
value and relevance of your work, encouraging them to think about your topic
in a wider context.



Suggest Future Research Directions

While not always mandatory, suggesting avenues for future research can be a
very effective way to conclude a Chicago-style paper. This demonstrates that
you have a deep understanding of your topic and can identify unanswered
questions or emerging areas for exploration.

Frame these suggestions positively. Instead of stating what you couldn't do,
highlight what could be done based on your findings. This shows foresight and
positions your work as a foundational piece for subsequent investigations,
contributing to the ongoing dialogue in your field.

Provide a Memorable Final Thought

The final sentence or two of your conclusion should resonate with the reader
and provide a sense of lasting impact. This could be a thought-provoking
question, a powerful statement about the significance of your research, or a
call to consider the broader implications of your findings.

Ensure this final thought is concise, impactful, and directly relates to the
overall message of your paper. It should leave the reader with something to
ponder, reinforcing the importance of your contribution to the subject
matter.

FAQ

Q: What is the primary goal of a Chicago style
conclusion?

A: The primary goal of a Chicago style conclusion is to synthesize the
research presented, reiterate the thesis in a new light, and offer broader
implications or significance, leaving the reader with a sense of closure and
intellectual satisfaction.

Q: Is it ever acceptable to introduce a minor piece
of new information in a Chicago style conclusion?

A: No, it is generally not acceptable to introduce any new information,
evidence, or arguments in a Chicago style conclusion that were not previously
discussed in the body of the paper. The conclusion should build upon existing
material.

Q: How can I avoid simply summarizing my points in
the conclusion?

A: To avoid mere summarization, focus on synthesis. Explain how your main
points connect and interact to create a larger understanding or reveal new
insights, rather than just listing them individually.



Q: What does it mean to "revisit" the thesis
statement effectively in a conclusion?

A: Re-visiting the thesis effectively means rephrasing your original thesis
in a way that reflects the evidence and analysis presented throughout your
paper, showing how your research has validated, refined, or expanded upon
your initial assertion.

Q: Should I apologize for the limitations of my
research in the conclusion?

A: It is generally not advisable to apologize for limitations. Instead,
acknowledge them constructively, perhaps by suggesting them as avenues for
future research, while maintaining an authoritative tone about your current
findings.

Q: How can I ensure my conclusion connects back to my
introduction?

A: Connect your conclusion back to your introduction by referencing the
initial problem or question posed and demonstrating how your research has
addressed or resolved it, creating a sense of thematic unity and
completeness.

Q: What kind of "broader implications" should I
consider in my conclusion?

A: Broader implications can relate to the impact of your research on the
specific field of study, its practical applications, its contribution to
theoretical understanding, or its relevance to wider societal issues,
provided these are logically derived from your findings.

Q: How can I make my final thought in the conclusion
memorable?

A: To make your final thought memorable, ensure it is concise, impactful, and
directly encapsulates the core message or significance of your research,
perhaps through a thought-provoking statement or a forward-looking
perspective.
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