
chicago style conclusion common
mistakes
chicago style conclusion common mistakes often trip up students and scholars
alike, hindering the impact of their research and arguments. A well-crafted
conclusion is not merely a summary; it's the final opportunity to impress
upon the reader the significance of your work. Understanding these prevalent
errors is crucial for academic success, ensuring your ideas resonate long
after the final page is turned. This comprehensive guide will delve into the
most frequent pitfalls, offering clear explanations and actionable advice to
help you master the art of the Chicago style conclusion. We will explore
issues ranging from simply rehashing information to failing to synthesize key
findings, providing the knowledge needed to elevate your writing.
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Understanding the Purpose of a Chicago Style
Conclusion
The conclusion in Chicago style, much like in other academic formats, serves
a critical role in framing the entirety of your work. It is the final point
of engagement with your reader, where the cumulative effect of your research
and analysis is solidified. A strong conclusion doesn't just reiterate what
has been said; it provides a sense of closure, reinforces the main argument,
and often suggests future directions or broader implications. In essence, it
answers the implicit question: "Why does this research matter?"

The objective is to leave a lasting impression, demonstrating the value and
significance of your findings. This is achieved through a thoughtful
synthesis of the information presented throughout the paper, not just a
verbatim recap. For students and researchers adhering to the Chicago Manual
of Style, the expectation is for a well-structured, intellectually robust
closing that complements the preceding body of work.



Common Mistakes in Chicago Style Conclusions
Despite the clear purpose of a conclusion, many writers fall into predictable
traps. These common errors can diminish the effectiveness of even the most
meticulously researched papers. Recognizing these pitfalls is the first step
toward avoiding them and crafting a conclusion that truly resonates with your
audience and effectively caps off your academic endeavor.

Failing to Synthesize, Not Just Summarize
One of the most frequent and detrimental mistakes is confusing summarization
with synthesis. A summary simply restates the main points of the paper in the
order they were presented. While brevity and clarity are important, a mere
recap fails to provide deeper insight or demonstrate the interconnectedness
of the ideas discussed. Synthesis, on the other hand, involves bringing
together the various threads of your argument to create a new, unified
understanding. It's about showing how the evidence and analysis collectively
support your thesis in a meaningful way.

A good synthesis in a Chicago style conclusion will highlight the key
relationships between your findings. It will demonstrate how individual
pieces of evidence, when viewed together, build a compelling case. For
example, instead of saying, "Chapter one discussed X, and chapter two
discussed Y," a synthesized conclusion might state, "The analysis of X in
chapter one, when considered alongside the findings on Y in chapter two,
reveals a critical pattern of Z that directly addresses the research
question." This approach elevates the conclusion beyond a mere list of topics
covered.

Introducing New Information
Another significant error is the introduction of entirely new ideas,
evidence, or arguments in the conclusion. The conclusion is not the place to
present groundbreaking new research or to suddenly introduce a concept that
was not previously discussed. All material presented in the conclusion should
have been developed and supported within the body of the paper. Adding new
information at this stage can confuse the reader and undermine the
credibility of your existing arguments, suggesting an afterthought rather
than a deliberate conclusion to your established points.

The purpose of the conclusion is to wrap up what has already been presented
and analyzed. If a crucial piece of information or a supporting argument was
omitted from the main body, it needs to be integrated there, not appended to
the end. The conclusion should feel like the natural culmination of the
journey the reader has taken through your research, not a detour into
uncharted territory.



Repetitive Phrasing and Unnecessary Redundancy
Writers sometimes fall into the trap of using the exact same phrasing or
sentence structures in the conclusion as they did in the introduction or body
paragraphs. This can make the conclusion feel stale and uninspired.
Redundancy, where ideas are repeated without adding new value or insight,
also weakens the impact. The conclusion should offer a fresh perspective on
the material, even while reinforcing the core message. This means rephrasing
key concepts and presenting them in a new light that reflects the entirety of
the analysis conducted.

To avoid this, a writer should consider synonyms, restructure sentences, and
focus on conveying the significance of the findings rather than just their
existence. The goal is to provide a sense of finality and insight, not to
bore the reader with familiar words and phrases. A strong conclusion should
demonstrate a mature understanding of the topic by articulating its essence
in a concise and impactful manner.

Lack of a "So What?" Factor
Perhaps the most crucial element missing from many weak conclusions is a
clear articulation of the significance or implications of the research.
Readers invest time in understanding your work, and they want to know why it
matters. A conclusion that simply summarizes without explaining the broader
impact leaves the reader asking, "So what?" What are the consequences of your
findings? How do they contribute to the existing body of knowledge? What are
their practical or theoretical implications?

A compelling conclusion connects your specific research to larger contexts.
This could involve discussing how your findings might influence future
research, inform policy decisions, challenge existing theories, or offer
solutions to real-world problems. It’s about elevating your specific findings
to a more general level of understanding and importance, thus leaving a
memorable imprint on the reader's mind. This "so what?" element is what
transforms a simple summary into a powerful concluding statement.

Weak or Abrupt Ending
A conclusion that ends too abruptly can leave the reader feeling unsatisfied.
Similarly, a conclusion that trails off without a clear sense of finality can
be equally problematic. The ending should feel like a deliberate and strong
closing statement, providing a sense of completion and resolution. This
doesn't necessarily mean a dramatic flourish, but rather a well-articulated
final thought that encapsulates the essence of your work and leaves a lasting
impression.

A common mistake here is simply ending with the last point of the summary.



Instead, a good conclusion often builds to a final, impactful statement that
looks forward or reiterates the core significance in a new way. It should
feel like the natural, inevitable endpoint of the arguments presented, not an
accidental cessation of writing. The final sentences are often the most
memorable, so they deserve careful consideration.

Overly Broad or Unsubstantiated Claims
While it's important to discuss the broader implications of your research,
making overly broad claims that are not supported by the evidence presented
can be a serious error. A conclusion should build upon the foundation laid in
the body of the paper. If your research focused on a very specific aspect of
a topic, the conclusion should reflect that scope. Extrapolating too far
beyond your data or analysis can lead to unsupported generalizations, which
can damage your credibility.

It's crucial to maintain a balance. Discuss the implications thoughtfully,
but always tie them back to what you have actually demonstrated. If your
findings suggest a particular trend, for instance, you can discuss that
trend's potential impact, but avoid making definitive statements about the
entire field if your study was limited in scope. The evidence presented
should always be the anchor for any claims made in the conclusion.

Ignoring the Thesis or Research Question
A fundamental purpose of the conclusion is to revisit and reaffirm the thesis
statement or answer the main research question that guided the entire paper.
Failure to do so means the conclusion hasn't effectively closed the loop for
the reader. The conclusion should demonstrate how the research conducted has
successfully addressed the initial inquiry or proven the thesis. This
requires a clear connection between the conclusion's statements and the
paper's initial purpose.

Readers expect to see how the journey through the paper has led back to, and
resolved, the central question or argument. If the conclusion omits this
connection, it can leave the reader feeling that the paper lacked direction
or purpose. Therefore, actively reminding the reader of the thesis or
research question and showing how it has been thoroughly explored is an
essential component of a strong Chicago style conclusion.

How to Avoid Common Chicago Style Conclusion
Mistakes
Avoiding these common errors requires a strategic approach to writing and
revision. By understanding the intended function of a conclusion and actively



working to fulfill it, writers can significantly improve the impact of their
academic work. This section outlines practical strategies to ensure your
conclusion is effective and achieves its intended purpose.

Review and Refine Your Conclusion
The process of writing a strong conclusion often involves significant
revision. After completing the first draft of your conclusion, step away from
it for a period. Then, reread it with a critical eye, specifically looking
for the common mistakes discussed. Ask yourself if you have merely summarized
or truly synthesized. Have you introduced any new information? Are the claims
supported by your evidence? Does the conclusion clearly tie back to your
thesis or research question?

Focus on clarity, conciseness, and impact. Eliminate any redundant phrases or
sentences. Ensure that the language is engaging and that the overall tone is
authoritative. Think of the conclusion as the final polish on your work; it
deserves as much attention, if not more, than any other section. This
iterative process of reviewing and refining is crucial for producing a
polished and persuasive conclusion.

Seek Feedback
One of the most effective ways to identify weaknesses in your conclusion is
to get an objective perspective. Ask a trusted peer, mentor, or instructor to
read your paper, with a particular focus on the conclusion. Request specific
feedback on whether the conclusion effectively summarizes and synthesizes
your findings, addresses your thesis or research question, and leaves them
with a clear understanding of your work's significance. External feedback can
highlight issues you might have overlooked due to your familiarity with the
material.

Inquire if the conclusion feels like a natural end to the paper and if the
"so what?" factor is apparent. Feedback from others can provide invaluable
insights into how your conclusion is perceived by someone encountering your
work for the first time. This collaborative approach to refinement is a
hallmark of strong academic writing and is essential for mastering the
nuances of a Chicago style conclusion.

Concluding Thoughts on Chicago Style
Conclusions
A well-executed Chicago style conclusion is a powerful tool that solidifies
the impact of your research. By consciously avoiding common pitfalls such as
mere summarization, introducing new information, or failing to articulate



significance, writers can ensure their work leaves a lasting and positive
impression. The ability to synthesize complex information, connect findings
back to the central argument, and provide a satisfying sense of closure is
paramount. Mastering these elements transforms a concluding section from a
perfunctory requirement into a compelling final statement that underscores
the value and contribution of your academic endeavor.

Ultimately, the goal is to provide the reader with a comprehensive
understanding of what your research has accomplished and why it matters. This
thoughtful approach to crafting your conclusion will significantly enhance
the overall quality and effectiveness of your academic writing, ensuring your
arguments are remembered and your contributions are recognized.

FAQ

Q: What is the primary difference between
summarizing and synthesizing in a Chicago style
conclusion?
A: Summarizing in a Chicago style conclusion involves restating the main
points of the paper without adding new analysis or interpretation.
Synthesizing, on the other hand, involves bringing together these points to
create a new, unified understanding, demonstrating how the various pieces of
evidence and analysis collectively support the thesis and reveal broader
implications.

Q: Is it ever acceptable to introduce new evidence
in a Chicago style conclusion?
A: No, it is generally not acceptable to introduce entirely new evidence,
ideas, or arguments in a Chicago style conclusion. The conclusion should
build upon and reflect the information and analysis presented in the body of
the paper. New material should be integrated into the main body of the text.

Q: How can I ensure my Chicago style conclusion has
a strong "so what?" factor?
A: To achieve a strong "so what?" factor, your Chicago style conclusion
should explicitly discuss the significance and broader implications of your
research. Explain why your findings matter, how they contribute to the
existing body of knowledge, and what potential impact they might have on
future research, theory, or practice.



Q: What are some common mistakes related to the
ending of a Chicago style conclusion?
A: Common mistakes include ending abruptly without a clear sense of finality
or trailing off with weak statements. A strong conclusion provides a
definitive closing statement that resonates with the reader, offering a sense
of resolution and reinforcing the paper's core message.

Q: How should I handle the thesis statement or
research question in my Chicago style conclusion?
A: Your Chicago style conclusion must clearly revisit and reaffirm your
thesis statement or answer your main research question. It should demonstrate
how the research presented throughout the paper has effectively addressed the
initial inquiry or supported your central argument.

Q: Can I use the same wording in my conclusion as in
the introduction or body paragraphs?
A: It is best to avoid repetitive phrasing. While reinforcing key ideas is
important, the conclusion should present them in a fresh way. Use synonyms,
rephrase sentences, and aim for concise and impactful language that offers a
new perspective on the material already covered.

Q: What is the danger of making overly broad claims
in a Chicago style conclusion?
A: Making overly broad claims that are not adequately supported by the
evidence presented in your paper can damage your credibility. Your
conclusions should be grounded in your research and reflect the scope of your
study, avoiding generalizations that extend beyond what you have proven.

Q: How can seeking feedback help improve my Chicago
style conclusion?
A: Seeking feedback from peers, mentors, or instructors provides an objective
perspective on your conclusion. They can identify weaknesses you might have
overlooked, such as unclear arguments, unsupported claims, or a lack of
perceived significance, helping you refine your writing for greater impact.
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