
chicago style conclusion best practices
chicago style conclusion best practices are essential for any writer aiming to deliver a
polished and impactful academic or professional paper. A well-crafted conclusion in
Chicago style doesn't merely summarize; it synthesizes, reflects, and offers a final, lasting
impression on the reader. This article delves deeply into the nuanced art of constructing
effective conclusions according to the Chicago Manual of Style, exploring common pitfalls
to avoid and strategies to elevate your final statements. We will cover the foundational
elements, the importance of synthesis over mere repetition, and how to effectively connect
back to your introduction while opening avenues for future thought.
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Understanding the Purpose of a Chicago Style
Conclusion
The conclusion of a paper written in Chicago style serves a critical multifaceted purpose.
It is the final opportunity to reinforce your main arguments, demonstrate the significance
of your research or analysis, and leave a lasting impression on your audience. Beyond
simply restating what has already been said, a strong conclusion aims to provide a sense
of closure while also prompting further contemplation or action. It bridges the gap
between the detailed exploration within the body of your work and the broader
implications of your findings.

In academic writing, particularly when adhering to the Chicago Manual of Style, the
conclusion is not an afterthought but an integral part of the overall argumentative
structure. It validates the effort invested in the preceding sections by demonstrating the
coherence and impact of the presented information. A poorly constructed conclusion can
undermine even the most thoroughly researched paper, leaving the reader feeling
unsatisfied or unconvinced of the work's overall value.

Key Components of an Effective Chicago Style
Conclusion
An effective Chicago style conclusion is built upon several foundational elements that
work in concert to achieve its objectives. These components, when executed with
precision, ensure that the reader departs with a clear understanding of the paper's
significance and the author's mastery of the subject matter.



Restating the Thesis (in New Words)
While you should avoid verbatim repetition, it is crucial to reintroduce your central thesis
in a fresh and compelling manner. This reiteration serves to remind the reader of the core
argument that has been substantiated throughout the paper. It acts as a final affirmation
of your main point, reinforcing the direction and purpose of your entire discussion.

Summarizing Main Points
Briefly touching upon the most important arguments and evidence presented in your body
paragraphs is essential. This summary should not be exhaustive but rather a concise
distillation of the key takeaways that support your thesis. Think of it as highlighting the
most significant pillars that held up your entire structure of reasoning.

Discussing the Broader Implications
Beyond the immediate scope of your research, consider what your findings mean in a
larger context. What are the broader implications of your argument for the field of study,
for society, or for future research? This is where you demonstrate the wider relevance and
impact of your work.

Offering a Final Thought or Call to Action
Conclude with a memorable statement that resonates with the reader. This could be a
thought-provoking question, a suggestion for future research, a recommendation for
action, or a powerful concluding remark that encapsulates the essence of your paper's
contribution.

Synthesizing, Not Just Summarizing
A common misunderstanding regarding conclusions is that they are solely for
summarizing. While summarization is a component, the true strength of a Chicago style
conclusion lies in synthesis. Synthesis involves weaving together the various threads of
your argument to create a new, overarching understanding. It's about showing how the
pieces fit together to form a more comprehensive picture than any single piece could
reveal on its own.

This means demonstrating the interconnectedness of your main points and how they
collectively contribute to proving your thesis. Instead of simply listing points A, B, and C, a
synthesized conclusion shows how A influenced B, and how both A and B, when combined
with C, lead inexorably to your central argument. This elevated level of analysis
distinguishes a strong conclusion from a perfunctory one.



Connecting Back to the Introduction
A sophisticated Chicago style conclusion will skillfully loop back to the themes, questions,
or scenarios presented in your introduction. This creates a sense of completeness and
demonstrates the logical progression of your argument from its inception to its resolution.
It’s like a narrative where the ending gracefully echoes the beginning, providing a
satisfying sense of closure.

Consider revisiting the "hook" you used in your introduction. How has your paper
answered the initial question posed, resolved the initial paradox, or elaborated on the
initial observation? This circularity reinforces the coherence of your paper and highlights
the journey the reader has taken with you. It shows that your introduction was not merely
an opening statement but an integral part of the argument's unfolding.

Avoiding Common Conclusion Pitfalls
Many writers inadvertently fall into common traps when drafting their conclusions,
diminishing the impact of their work. Recognizing these pitfalls is the first step toward
crafting a more effective ending.

Introducing New Information or Arguments
The conclusion is not the place to introduce entirely new evidence or develop novel
arguments. All major points should have been thoroughly explored and supported in the
body of your paper. Adding new material at this stage can confuse the reader and suggest
that the main body of your work was incomplete.

Apologizing for Limitations
While acknowledging limitations can be appropriate in certain contexts, an apologetic tone
in the conclusion weakens your position. Instead of apologizing, frame limitations as
opportunities for future research or as nuances that your work has considered.

Being Too Vague or Repetitive
A conclusion that is overly general or simply rehashes sentences from earlier in the paper
fails to provide new insight or a satisfying sense of finality. Ensure your concluding
remarks offer a fresh perspective or a deeper understanding derived from the preceding
discussion.

Ending Abruptly
A conclusion should feel earned, not tacked on. Ensure a smooth transition from your final
body paragraph into your concluding thoughts. The ending should feel like a natural
culmination of your argument, not an abrupt stop.



The Art of the Final Thought
The final sentence or two of your conclusion can be incredibly powerful. This is your last
opportunity to leave a lasting impression. It should be memorable, concise, and directly
related to the overall message of your paper. This could take various forms, depending on
the nature of your work.

For analytical essays, it might be a profound statement about the significance of your
findings. For research papers, it could be a compelling suggestion for future investigation.
For persuasive pieces, it might be a subtle but impactful call to action. The key is to
ensure this final thought resonates and encapsulates the core contribution of your paper.

Advanced Strategies for Impactful Conclusions
To truly master Chicago style conclusions, consider incorporating advanced strategies that
elevate your writing beyond the expected. These techniques can transform a good
conclusion into a remarkable one.

One such strategy is the use of a rhetorical question that encourages the reader to
continue pondering the topic. Another is to offer a brief, illustrative anecdote or example
that powerfully encapsulates your main argument, provided it is directly relevant and
doesn't introduce new information. Furthermore, consider framing your conclusion as a
stepping stone, indicating how your work contributes to a larger ongoing conversation
within your field.

The goal is to foster a sense of intellectual engagement that extends beyond the final
page. By synthesizing your findings, connecting back to your introduction, and leaving the
reader with a significant final thought, you ensure your paper has a lasting impact.
Adhering to Chicago style best practices in your conclusion demonstrates a commitment to
rigorous scholarship and effective communication.

FAQ

Q: What is the primary purpose of a conclusion in
Chicago style?
A: The primary purpose of a conclusion in Chicago style is to synthesize the main
arguments, reiterate the thesis in new terms, discuss broader implications, and provide a
sense of closure while leaving a lasting impression on the reader. It moves beyond mere
summarization to offer a final, impactful perspective.

Q: Should I introduce new evidence in my Chicago style
conclusion?
A: No, you should absolutely not introduce new evidence or arguments in your Chicago
style conclusion. All substantive points and supporting evidence should have been
presented and discussed within the body of your paper. The conclusion's role is to



consolidate and reflect upon what has already been established.

Q: How can I effectively connect my conclusion back to
my introduction in Chicago style?
A: To effectively connect your conclusion back to your introduction, revisit the initial hook,
question, or scenario you presented. Show how your paper has addressed or resolved it,
demonstrating the logical progression of your argument from its inception to its final
outcome, thereby creating a sense of completeness.

Q: What does "synthesizing" mean in the context of a
Chicago style conclusion?
A: Synthesizing in a Chicago style conclusion means weaving together the various points
and evidence discussed throughout the paper to create a new, overarching understanding.
It's about showing how the individual pieces contribute to a greater whole and support
your thesis in a cohesive manner, rather than just listing them.

Q: Is it acceptable to offer suggestions for future
research in a Chicago style conclusion?
A: Yes, offering suggestions for future research is a highly effective and common practice
in a Chicago style conclusion, especially for academic papers. It demonstrates the ongoing
relevance of your work and encourages further exploration within the field.

Q: What are some common mistakes to avoid when
writing a Chicago style conclusion?
A: Common mistakes to avoid include introducing new information, being overly
repetitive, apologizing for limitations, ending abruptly, and failing to provide a strong,
memorable final thought. The conclusion should feel conclusive and insightful, not like an
afterthought.

Q: How can I make my final thought in a Chicago style
conclusion impactful?
A: To make your final thought impactful, ensure it is concise, directly related to your
paper's core message, and memorable. This could be a profound statement, a thought-
provoking question, or a subtle call to action that leaves the reader contemplating your
work's significance.



Q: Does Chicago style have specific formatting rules for
conclusions?
A: While Chicago style has general formatting guidelines for the entire document (e.g.,
font, spacing, margins), it doesn't typically dictate specific structural formatting unique to
the conclusion section itself beyond its placement at the end of the paper. The emphasis is
on content and clarity according to the stylistic principles.
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