chicago style conclusion approach

chicago style conclusion approach is a critical component of academic and professional writing,
ensuring that your arguments are effectively summarized and your research is presented with clarity
and impact. This comprehensive guide delves into the nuances of crafting a powerful conclusion using
the Chicago Manual of Style, a widely recognized citation and style guide. We will explore the
essential elements of a strong Chicago-style conclusion, its purpose, common pitfalls to avoid, and
practical strategies for implementation across various academic disciplines. Understanding how to
effectively synthesize your findings and leave a lasting impression on your reader is paramount for
academic success and professional credibility. This article will equip you with the knowledge to master
this often-challenging aspect of writing.
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Understanding the Purpose of a Chicago Style Conclusion

The conclusion of any academic or research paper, particularly when adhering to the Chicago Manual
of Style, serves a multifaceted purpose. It is not merely an endpoint but a crucial opportunity to solidify
your argument, reinforce the significance of your research, and leave a memorable impression on your
audience. A well-crafted Chicago style conclusion provides a sense of closure, guiding the reader back
through the journey of your paper and highlighting the ultimate value of the insights presented. It’s
where you demonstrate the culmination of your research and analysis, answering the implicit question

of why your work matters.

In essence, the Chicago style conclusion aims to remind the reader of the central thesis and how the
body of the paper has successfully supported it. It synthesizes complex ideas into a coherent final
statement, emphasizing the broader implications and contributions of your work to the existing body of
knowledge. This section acts as the final persuasive element, ensuring that the reader departs with a
clear understanding of your key findings and their significance. Effective conclusions often prompt
further thought or suggest avenues for future research, thereby extending the life and impact of your

paper.

Key Components of an Effective Chicago Style Conclusion

A robust Chicago style conclusion is built upon several fundamental elements, each contributing to its
overall effectiveness. These components work in tandem to provide a comprehensive and satisfying

end to your written work, ensuring all threads are neatly tied together.



Restating the Thesis

One of the primary functions of a Chicago style conclusion is to restate the thesis statement. However,
this should not be a verbatim repetition. Instead, the thesis should be rephrased in a new and
insightful way, demonstrating how the evidence and arguments presented throughout the paper have
proven its validity. This rephrasing reinforces the paper's central argument without appearing

redundant to the reader who has followed the preceding discussion.

The rephrased thesis should reflect the journey of the paper, acknowledging any nuances or
complexities that may have emerged during the research process. It's an opportunity to present the
evolved understanding of your core argument, now fortified by extensive evidence and analysis. This
subtle but crucial distinction elevates the conclusion from a mere summary to a meaningful reflection

on the paper's findings.

Summarizing Main Points

Following the restatement of the thesis, a Chicago style conclusion should concisely summarize the
main points or arguments that were developed in the body paragraphs. This summary acts as a brief
but effective reminder of the key evidence and reasoning used to support the thesis. It helps the

reader recall the most important aspects of your paper without having to reread entire sections.

The summary should be selective, focusing on the most critical supporting ideas. Avoid going into
excessive detail, as the purpose is to provide an overview. The goal is to highlight how each main
point contributed to the overall validation of your thesis, creating a cohesive narrative of your

argument's development.



Synthesizing Findings

Beyond simply summarizing, an effective Chicago style conclusion synthesizes the findings. This
means drawing connections between the various points and demonstrating how they interrelate to form
a larger, more complete picture. Synthesis goes beyond listing facts; it involves showing how different

pieces of information come together to create a new understanding or reveal a significant pattern.

This is where you demonstrate higher-order thinking. You are not just repeating what you said, but
showing how all the parts logically and compellingly lead to your final conclusions. This involves
highlighting the interplay of ideas and revealing the overarching significance that emerges from the

combined evidence.

Offering Final Thoughts or Implications

A powerful Chicago style conclusion often includes final thoughts or implications that extend beyond
the immediate scope of the paper. This can involve discussing the broader significance of your
findings, their potential impact on the field of study, or suggestions for future research. These final

thoughts should logically flow from the synthesized findings and offer a sense of forward momentum.

Consider what your research means in a larger context. Who might benefit from this knowledge? What
questions remain unanswered? What are the next logical steps for inquiry? Providing thoughtful
answers to these questions can significantly enhance the persuasive power and lasting impact of your

work, leaving the reader with something to ponder.

Avoiding New Information

Crucially, a Chicago style conclusion should not introduce any new information, evidence, or



arguments. The conclusion is a place for reflection and summarization, not for presenting novel
concepts that have not been previously discussed and supported within the body of the paper.
Introducing new material at this stage can confuse the reader and weaken the overall coherence of

your argument.

Any insights or data that are essential to your argument must be presented and developed within the
main sections of your paper. The conclusion should draw exclusively from the material already
covered, consolidating and reinforcing what has been established. This adherence to established

content ensures that the conclusion serves its intended purpose of closure and validation.

Strategies for Crafting a Compelling Conclusion

Beyond understanding the core components, employing specific strategies can elevate your Chicago
style conclusion from adequate to exceptional. These techniques focus on enhancing clarity, impact,

and reader engagement.

The "So What?'" Test

A highly effective strategy for crafting a compelling conclusion is to apply the "so what?" test. After you
have summarized your points, ask yourself: "So what?" Why should the reader care about these
findings? What is the broader significance? Answering this question will help you articulate the

importance and implications of your research, ensuring your conclusion resonates with the reader.

This test encourages you to move beyond mere reporting and delve into the interpretive and analytical
value of your work. It pushes you to connect your specific findings to larger contexts, thereby
demonstrating the true contribution of your research to the field or to a broader understanding of the

subject matter.



Connecting Back to the Introduction

A sophisticated technique for concluding your Chicago style paper is to connect back to the
introduction. This creates a sense of circularity and completeness. You can subtly reference a question
posed in the introduction, a compelling anecdote, or a broad statement made at the outset, now

informed by the evidence and analysis presented in the paper's body.

This deliberate echo between the beginning and the end reinforces the paper's coherence and
demonstrates how the research has systematically addressed the initial premise. It provides a
satisfying sense of closure for the reader, as they see how the journey began and how it has

effectively concluded, validating the initial inquiry.

Using Strong Transitional Phrases

Employing strong transitional phrases is essential for a smooth and logical flow within your Chicago

style conclusion. Words and phrases like "in conclusion," "therefore," "thus," "consequently,"
"ultimately," or "in summary" can signal the shift to the concluding section. Within the conclusion itself,
transitional phrases can also link summarized points and final thoughts, ensuring a cohesive and well-

structured argument.

These connectors guide the reader through the final statements, preventing abrupt shifts in thought
and ensuring that the conclusion reads as a unified whole. They act as signposts, leading the reader

to the culmination of your ideas with clarity and ease.

Varying Sentence Structure

To maintain reader interest and enhance the impact of your Chicago style conclusion, it is important to



vary sentence structure. While conciseness is key, a series of short, choppy sentences can feel
simplistic, whereas overly long and convoluted sentences can be difficult to follow. Aim for a balance

that includes a mix of sentence lengths and structures.

This variation can help emphasize key points and create a more engaging reading experience. A well-
crafted conclusion uses varied syntax to build momentum and deliver its final message with power and

clarity, ensuring that the reader absorbs the significance of your research.

Common Pitfalls to Avoid in Chicago Style Conclusions

Even with a clear understanding of the necessary components and strategies, writers can inadvertently
fall into common traps when composing their Chicago style conclusions. Recognizing and actively

avoiding these pitfalls is as important as implementing best practices.

Introducing New Evidence

One of the most significant errors is introducing new evidence or information that was not discussed in
the body of the paper. The conclusion is for synthesis and reflection, not for presenting previously
unmentioned facts or arguments. Doing so undermines the established structure of your paper and can

confuse the reader about the scope of your research.

All supporting details and evidence should be thoroughly integrated and explained within the main
sections of your work. The conclusion's role is to consolidate what has already been presented and

proven, not to add new material that requires further explanation or substantiation.



Simply Repeating the Introduction

Another common mistake is to merely repeat the introduction verbatim or with only minor word
changes. A good conclusion revisits the introduction's core ideas but does so with the benefit of the
entire paper's worth of evidence and analysis. It should demonstrate how the thesis has been proven,

not just restate it as if the body of the paper were an afterthought.

The conclusion should reflect the progression of thought and the conclusions drawn from the research.
It offers a new perspective, informed by the journey the reader has taken, rather than a simple

reiteration of the starting point.

Being Too Brief or Too Lengthy

The ideal length of a Chicago style conclusion is typically proportional to the length and complexity of
the paper. A conclusion that is too brief may fail to adequately summarize the main points or offer
meaningful implications. Conversely, a conclusion that is excessively lengthy can become repetitive

and bore the reader.

Strive for a balance that effectively encapsulates the paper's essence without overstaying its welcome.
Generally, a conclusion should occupy about 5-10% of the total paper length, but this can vary. Focus

on impact and completeness rather than a strict word count.

Making Unsubstantiated Claims

While a conclusion can offer implications and broader significance, it should not make unsubstantiated
claims or generalizations. Any statements made about the impact or relevance of your research must

be directly supported by the evidence and analysis presented in the body of the paper. Avoid making



grand pronouncements that lack a solid foundation in your own work.

Ensure that any forward-looking statements or discussions of implications are logical extensions of
your findings. The credibility of your conclusion rests on its direct connection to the research you have

already meticulously presented and defended.

Chicago Style Conclusion Examples by Discipline

The specific emphasis and content of a Chicago style conclusion can vary subtly depending on the
academic discipline. While the core principles remain the same, the nature of the research dictates the

most effective way to synthesize and present the final thoughts.

Humanities

In the humanities, a Chicago style conclusion often focuses on the broader cultural, historical, or
philosophical significance of the research. It might revisit the central text or idea discussed, offering a
final interpretation or a deeper understanding that has emerged from the analysis. The conclusion can

also highlight the ongoing relevance of the subject matter or suggest avenues for further critical

inquiry.

For instance, a literary analysis conclusion might tie the interpreted themes back to universal human
experiences or societal critiques. A history paper's conclusion might emphasize the long-term impact of

the events or figures studied, connecting the past to the present in a meaningful way.

Social Sciences



Conclusions in the social sciences, when following Chicago style, often summarize empirical findings
and their implications for theory, policy, or practice. They might reiterate the research question and
demonstrate how the study has contributed to a better understanding of social phenomena.

Recommendations for future research or policy interventions are also common.

A sociology paper's conclusion might discuss how its findings challenge existing social theories or offer
solutions to identified social problems. An economics paper might conclude by summarizing the

economic implications of its analysis and suggesting potential policy adjustments.

Sciences

In scientific disciplines, a Chicago style conclusion typically summarizes the key results of an
experiment or study, reiterating how they address the initial hypothesis. It emphasizes the contribution
of the findings to the existing scientific knowledge base and discusses any limitations of the study.

Suggestions for future experimental directions are also frequently included.

For example, a biology paper's conclusion might discuss how its findings advance the understanding of
a particular biological process or could lead to new treatment strategies. A physics paper might
summarize the validation of a theoretical model through experimental data and propose further

experiments to explore related phenomena.

The Importance of Revision and Proofreading

The process of crafting a strong Chicago style conclusion is not complete until thorough revision and
proofreading have been undertaken. These final steps are critical for ensuring clarity, coherence,
accuracy, and adherence to the style guide's requirements. A polished conclusion reinforces the

credibility of your entire work.



During revision, focus on the overall impact and logic of your conclusion. Does it effectively summarize
and synthesize? Does it leave the reader with a clear understanding of your research's significance?
Proofreading, on the other hand, focuses on the finer details: grammar, spelling, punctuation, and
adherence to Chicago Manual of Style formatting for citations and other elements. Taking the time to
meticulously review your conclusion will significantly enhance its effectiveness and the overall

professional impression of your paper.

FAQ

Q: What is the primary difference between a Chicago style conclusion

and a conclusion in another style like APA or MLA?

A: While all academic styles emphasize summarizing and reinforcing arguments, the specific formatting
and stylistic nuances of Chicago style, particularly its extensive footnote/endnote and bibliography
system, may subtly influence how sources are referenced or alluded to in the conclusion. However, the
core principles of providing closure, synthesizing information, and reiterating the thesis without
introducing new material remain consistent across major styles. The emphasis in Chicago is on robust

argumentation and clear evidence presentation, which the conclusion must reflect.

Q: Can | use a rhetorical question at the end of my Chicago style

conclusion?

A: Yes, you can use a rhetorical question in your Chicago style conclusion, but it should be employed
sparingly and strategically. The question should be thought-provoking and directly related to the
implications or future directions of your research, prompting further reflection in the reader. It should
not be a question that implies uncertainty about your own findings or introduces a new line of inquiry

that hasn't been addressed. The overall tone should remain authoritative.



Q: How can | ensure my Chicago style conclusion synthesizes

information rather than just lists points?

A: To synthesize, focus on showing the relationships and connections between your main points.
Instead of saying, "Point A was discussed, and then Point B was discussed," explain how Point A's
findings illuminate or are supported by Point B's findings. Use transition words that demonstrate
comparison, contrast, cause-and-effect, or progression. The goal is to demonstrate how these
individual elements collectively build a stronger, more comprehensive understanding that was not

apparent from any single point alone.

Q: Is it acceptable to offer a personal reflection in a Chicago style

conclusion?

A: Generally, personal reflections are not appropriate for academic conclusions written in the Chicago
style, especially in scientific or historical research. Academic writing prioritizes objective analysis and
evidence-based arguments. While you might reflect on the broader significance of your work, this
should be framed in terms of its impact on the field or society, rather than personal opinions or
experiences, unless your discipline (like some forms of qualitative research in the social sciences)

specifically calls for it and it's clearly contextualized.

Q: What if my research has unexpected or contradictory findings? How

should | handle this in my Chicago style conclusion?

A: If your research yields unexpected or contradictory findings, your Chicago style conclusion should
acknowledge and address them directly. Explain these findings, discuss potential reasons for them
(e.g., methodological limitations, complexities of the subject), and analyze how they fit within or
challenge your initial thesis. The conclusion should reflect the reality of your research journey,
including any complexities, while still providing a coherent interpretation of the overall results. Avoid

dismissing or downplaying significant contradictory evidence.



Q: How long should a Chicago style conclusion typically be?

A: The length of a Chicago style conclusion is not fixed by a strict word count but should be
proportional to the overall length and complexity of the paper. A common guideline is that the
conclusion should be roughly 5-10% of the total paper length. For shorter papers, a few well-crafted
paragraphs may suffice, while for longer dissertations or theses, the conclusion might extend to

several pages, but always with a focus on impact and completeness rather than mere length.

Q: When summarizing main points in my Chicago style conclusion,

should | refer back to specific evidence or examples?

A: While you should summarize main points, you generally do not need to reintroduce specific pieces
of evidence or detailed examples in the same way they were presented in the body paragraphs. The
summary should focus on the idea or argument that the evidence supported. If a particular piece of
evidence is crucial for understanding the overall implication, you might briefly allude to it, but avoid
detailed repetition. The conclusion's strength comes from synthesis, not from re-listing prior arguments

verbatim.
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