
chicago style conclusion advice

chicago style conclusion advice is crucial for effectively summarizing your research and leaving a lasting
impression on your reader. Mastering the art of a Chicago-style conclusion involves more than just restating
your thesis; it requires synthesizing your findings, highlighting their significance, and offering avenues for
future inquiry. This comprehensive guide will delve into the essential components of a strong Chicago-
style conclusion, from avoiding common pitfalls to understanding its unique stylistic demands. We will
explore how to effectively wrap up your arguments, reinforce your main points, and ensure your closing
section adheres to the rigorous standards of Chicago style, providing you with actionable strategies for
academic and professional success.
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Understanding the Purpose of a Chicago Style Conclusion

The conclusion in Chicago style serves as the final opportunity to engage your reader and solidify the
impact of your work. It is not merely a formality but a critical component that reinforces the main
arguments presented throughout the paper. A well-crafted conclusion should leave the reader with a clear
understanding of the research's significance and its contribution to the broader field of study. This section
should demonstrate that the author has successfully addressed the research question or thesis statement
established in the introduction.

In essence, the conclusion acts as a final persuasive appeal, reminding the reader of the most compelling
evidence and the logical progression of your analysis. It is where you demonstrate the culmination of your
research efforts, bringing together disparate pieces of information into a cohesive and impactful whole.
Therefore, the conclusion must be carefully considered, ensuring it aligns with the established academic or
professional context and adheres to the specific guidelines of Chicago style.

Key Elements of a Strong Chicago Style Conclusion

A robust Chicago-style conclusion is built upon several foundational elements that work in concert to
provide a satisfying and informative closing. These elements ensure that the reader feels their time has



been well-spent and that the research presented offers valuable insights. They move beyond simple
summarization to offer a deeper reflection on the work's implications.

Restating the Thesis (in New Words)
While a conclusion is not the place for a direct, verbatim repetition of your thesis statement, it is essential to
rephrase and reaffirm it. This involves synthesizing the core argument of your paper and presenting it in a
fresh, concise manner. The restated thesis should reflect the journey your research has taken and the
conclusions you have drawn from your evidence. It acts as a final anchor, reminding the reader of the
paper's central purpose and the intellectual path followed.

Synthesizing Main Points
Beyond the thesis, a strong conclusion will briefly synthesize the most crucial points and findings from
your body paragraphs. This is not an exhaustive recap but a strategic highlighting of the evidence that most
powerfully supports your argument. Think of it as connecting the dots for the reader, showing how each
piece of evidence contributes to the overarching conclusion. This synthesis demonstrates your ability to see
the forest for the trees, emphasizing the interconnectedness of your research.

Discussing the Significance and Implications
One of the most vital aspects of a Chicago-style conclusion is its exploration of the broader significance and
implications of your research. Why does your work matter? What are the consequences or broader
applications of your findings? This section allows you to elevate your research beyond the specific topic,
demonstrating its relevance to a wider audience, field of study, or even society at large. It answers the "so
what?" question that every reader implicitly asks.

Offering Suggestions for Future Research
A sophisticated conclusion often includes well-reasoned suggestions for future research. This demonstrates
an understanding of the limitations of your own study and an awareness of the ongoing nature of academic
inquiry. These suggestions should logically flow from your findings and pose new questions or explore
unexplored avenues that arise from your work. It shows intellectual curiosity and a commitment to
advancing knowledge.

Strategies for Crafting an Effective Conclusion



Crafting an effective Chicago-style conclusion involves employing specific strategies to ensure clarity,
impact, and adherence to academic standards. These techniques will help you move beyond a basic
summary and create a truly memorable closing for your work.

Start with a Broad Statement and Narrow Down
While the introduction often moves from broad to specific, a conclusion can effectively begin with a
slightly broader statement that encapsulates the essence of your findings, then gradually narrow down to
specific implications. This can create a sense of closure and finality, bringing the reader back to the
overarching themes of your research.

Use Strong, Evocative Language
The language used in a conclusion should be precise and impactful. Avoid clichés and weak phrasing.
Instead, opt for strong verbs and clear, concise sentences that convey confidence and authority. The goal is
to leave a definitive impression, so the choice of words is paramount. Consider the tone of your entire paper
and ensure the conclusion maintains that professional and authoritative voice.

Connect Back to the Introduction
A satisfying conclusion will subtly echo themes or questions raised in the introduction. This creates a sense
of completeness and demonstrates that the paper has fulfilled its initial promise. It helps the reader see the
journey they have taken from the beginning of the paper to its end, reinforcing the coherence of your
argument.

Avoid Introducing New Information or Arguments
It is critical to remember that the conclusion is not the place to introduce new evidence, data, or arguments.
All substantive points should have been developed and supported in the body of your paper. Introducing
new material at this stage can confuse the reader and undermine the credibility of your research.

Common Mistakes to Avoid in Chicago Style Conclusions

Even experienced writers can fall into common traps when writing conclusions. Being aware of these
pitfalls can help you produce a more polished and effective Chicago-style closing for your work.



The "Too Short" Conclusion
A conclusion that is too brief may fail to adequately summarize the research or discuss its implications. It
can leave the reader feeling unsatisfied, as if the work concluded prematurely without a proper sense of
closure. Ensure your conclusion is proportionate to the length and complexity of your paper.

The "Repeat Everything" Trap
Conversely, a conclusion that simply regurgitates large chunks of text from the introduction or body
paragraphs is uninspired and redundant. The goal is synthesis and rephrasing, not verbatim repetition.
Readers have already absorbed this information; they need to see it interpreted and placed in a broader
context.

The "New Information Dump"
As mentioned previously, introducing entirely new ideas or evidence in the conclusion is a significant
error. This can indicate a lack of planning or an attempt to tack on last-minute thoughts, which detracts
from the overall coherence and validity of your research.

The "Apologetic Tone"
Some writers adopt an overly apologetic or hesitant tone in their conclusions, perhaps by downplaying
their findings or acknowledging limitations too forcefully. A confident conclusion, while acknowledging
reasonable constraints, asserts the value of the research undertaken.

The "Vague Generalization"
Concluding with broad, unsubstantiated statements that lack connection to your specific research weakens
the impact of your work. Every generalization should be grounded in the evidence presented and the
analysis conducted throughout your paper.

Conclusion: Final Thoughts on Chicago Style Closures
Concluding a piece of academic or professional writing in Chicago style requires a nuanced approach,
blending summary with insightful analysis of significance and implications. By understanding the core
purpose of a conclusion – to solidify arguments, highlight importance, and offer future perspectives –
writers can move beyond mere formality. The key lies in effectively restating the thesis in new terms,
synthesizing key findings, and critically evaluating the broader impact of the research. Adhering to these



principles, while consciously avoiding common errors such as excessive repetition or the introduction of
new material, will ensure your Chicago-style conclusion is not just a closing but a powerful reinforcement
of your scholarly contribution.

FAQ

Q: What is the primary purpose of a conclusion in Chicago style?
A: The primary purpose of a conclusion in Chicago style is to summarize the main points of your research,
restate your thesis in a new way, and discuss the broader significance and implications of your findings. It's
the final opportunity to leave a lasting impression on the reader and reinforce the value of your work.

Q: Should I directly copy my thesis statement into the conclusion?
A: No, you should not directly copy your thesis statement. Instead, you should rephrase and restate it using
different wording, reflecting the journey your research has taken and the conclusions you have reached.

Q: How much detail should I include when synthesizing my main points
in the conclusion?
A: You should only briefly synthesize your most crucial points. This is not a comprehensive recap of every
argument but a strategic highlighting of the evidence that most powerfully supports your overall thesis
and conclusions.

Q: Is it acceptable to introduce new evidence or arguments in the
conclusion?
A: Absolutely not. A conclusion is meant to summarize and interpret what has already been presented.
Introducing new information at this stage can undermine the coherence and credibility of your research.

Q: How can I effectively discuss the significance and implications of my
research?
A: To discuss significance, explain why your findings matter. Consider the impact on the field of study,
practical applications, or broader societal relevance. Implications explore what your research suggests for the
future or for related areas.



Q: When is it appropriate to suggest areas for future research in a
Chicago-style conclusion?
A: It is appropriate to suggest future research when your findings naturally lead to new questions or
unexplored avenues. These suggestions should be logical extensions of your current work and demonstrate
your awareness of ongoing scholarly inquiry.

Q: What is a common mistake to avoid when writing a conclusion?
A: A very common mistake is the "too short" conclusion that fails to adequately summarize or discuss
implications, or the opposite, the "repeat everything" trap where the author simply regurgitates previous
text without fresh synthesis.

Q: Should the tone of a Chicago-style conclusion be confident or
apologetic?
A: The tone should generally be confident and authoritative, asserting the value and findings of your
research. While acknowledging reasonable limitations is acceptable, an overly apologetic tone can
undermine your work's impact.
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