
chicago style concluding the argument
chicago style concluding the argument is a critical element in academic and
professional writing, signifying the culmination of research, analysis, and
persuasive reasoning. Mastering this aspect ensures that a writer effectively
summarizes their points, reinforces their thesis, and leaves a lasting
impression on the reader. This comprehensive guide will delve into the
nuances of constructing a powerful conclusion in Chicago style, covering
everything from reiterating the central argument to offering avenues for
future exploration. We will explore the essential components of a strong
concluding section, understand how to avoid common pitfalls, and examine
practical strategies for crafting impactful final paragraphs. By focusing on
the core principles of Chicago style concluding the argument, writers can
elevate their work from mere presentation of information to a compelling and
memorable scholarly contribution.
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Understanding the Purpose of a Conclusion
The conclusion serves as the final opportunity for a writer to engage with
their audience and solidify the impact of their work. It is not simply a
summary of what has already been said, but rather a thoughtful distillation
of the argument's essence and its significance. In academic writing, and
particularly within the framework of Chicago style, the conclusion is where
the author demonstrates the full weight and relevance of their research. It
provides a sense of closure while also prompting further consideration.

A well-executed conclusion reinforces the thesis statement without simply
repeating it verbatim. It synthesizes the evidence presented throughout the
paper, showing how each piece contributed to the overall argument. This
synthesis is crucial for demonstrating a sophisticated understanding of the
subject matter. Furthermore, the conclusion is where the writer can
articulate the broader implications of their findings, answering the implicit
question of "so what?" that readers may have.

Key Components of a Chicago Style Conclusion
A robust Chicago style conclusion typically comprises several key elements,
each contributing to its overall effectiveness. Foremost among these is the
restatement or synthesis of the thesis. This is not a verbatim repetition but



rather a rephrasing that reflects the journey the argument has taken. It
should remind the reader of the central claim and how it has been
substantiated.

Following the thesis rephrasing, the conclusion should briefly summarize the
main points or supporting arguments. This provides a concise overview of the
evidence presented, reinforcing the logical flow of the paper. It's important
to avoid introducing new information or evidence at this stage; the focus
remains on consolidating what has already been discussed and analyzed.

Another vital component is the discussion of the implications or significance
of the research. This section elevates the conclusion beyond a mere recap,
exploring the "so what" factor. What are the broader consequences of the
argument presented? How does it contribute to the existing body of knowledge?
This part is crucial for demonstrating the value and impact of the work.

Finally, a strong conclusion may offer suggestions for future research or
thought. This can open up new avenues for inquiry and demonstrate the ongoing
relevance of the topic. It shows that the research is not an endpoint but a
stepping stone for further exploration within the field.

Strategies for Crafting a Strong Concluding
Argument
Crafting a compelling conclusion involves more than just ticking off a
checklist of components. It requires a strategic approach to ensure maximum
impact. One effective strategy is to revisit the introduction and, in some
way, echo its themes or questions. This creates a sense of circularity and
completeness for the reader, bringing the argument full circle.

Another powerful strategy is to use evocative language or a compelling final
thought. This can leave a lasting impression and encourage the reader to
reflect on the material. It might be a powerful statement, a thought-
provoking question, or a concise summary of the argument's most critical
takeaway. The aim is to resonate with the reader long after they have
finished the paper.

For research papers, highlighting the originality and contribution of the
work is essential. A good conclusion will emphasize what new insights or
perspectives the paper has offered to the field. This reinforces the author's
expertise and the significance of their contribution to academic discourse.

Consider employing a "clincher" statement. This is a memorable and impactful
final sentence that encapsulates the essence of your argument. It should be
concise, powerful, and leave the reader with something significant to ponder.
The goal is to provide a definitive and resonant end to your scholarly
endeavor.



Common Pitfalls to Avoid in Chicago Style
Conclusions
Writers often fall into predictable traps when concluding their arguments,
which can diminish the effectiveness of their work. One of the most common
mistakes is introducing new information or arguments. The conclusion is a
space for synthesis and reflection, not for presenting novel data or ideas
that have not been discussed and supported within the body of the paper.

Another frequent error is being too brief or too abrupt. A conclusion that
feels rushed or incomplete leaves the reader unsatisfied. Conversely, an
overly long conclusion that merely repeats everything said before can be
tedious and dilute the impact of the argument. The conclusion should be
concise yet comprehensive, providing closure without overstaying its welcome.

Apologetic language is also a significant pitfall. Phrases like "I may be
wrong, but..." or "This is just one interpretation..." undermine the
confidence and authority of the writer's argument. A strong conclusion
confidently presents the findings and their implications, based on the
evidence provided.

Finally, failing to connect back to the thesis or the introduction is another
common mistake. A disconnected conclusion leaves the reader wondering about
the purpose of the entire paper. The concluding remarks must clearly
demonstrate how the body of the work supports the initial premise and
contributes to the overall understanding of the topic.

Reiteration and Synthesis in Concluding the
Argument
The act of reiterating the thesis in a Chicago style conclusion is an art
form in itself. It should not be a direct copy-paste from the introduction
but rather a nuanced rephrasing that reflects the journey of the argument.
This rephrased thesis should resonate with the reader, reminding them of the
core proposition that has been meticulously explored and defended throughout
the preceding sections.

Synthesis is where the true power of a conclusion lies. It involves bringing
together the various threads of evidence and analysis presented in the body
paragraphs and weaving them into a cohesive whole. This demonstrates that the
author has not just presented disparate pieces of information but has
understood how they interrelate to support the overarching argument. This
process of synthesis is what elevates a paper from a mere collection of facts
to a well-reasoned and persuasive piece of scholarship.

Consider the different types of synthesis possible. Some conclusions might
synthesize by showing how different pieces of evidence converge to prove a
single point. Others might synthesize by demonstrating the complex interplay
of multiple factors that contribute to a phenomenon. The key is to show the
reader the larger picture that has emerged from the detailed examination.

A successful synthesis in the conclusion reinforces the logical progression



of the paper, making it clear to the reader why the author's conclusions are
sound and well-supported. It provides a sense of intellectual satisfaction,
confirming that the journey through the paper has led to a meaningful and
well-founded destination.

Broader Implications and Future Directions
Beyond summarizing and synthesizing, a robust Chicago style conclusion should
explore the broader implications of the research. This involves stepping back
and considering the wider significance of the findings. How does this work
contribute to the existing body of knowledge? What are its practical or
theoretical applications? Answering these questions demonstrates the
intellectual reach and lasting relevance of the author's contribution.

For example, a study on a historical event might have implications for
understanding contemporary social movements. Similarly, a scientific
discovery could pave the way for new technological advancements or medical
treatments. The conclusion is the ideal place to articulate these connections
and to highlight the potential impact of the research beyond the immediate
scope of the paper.

Furthermore, a well-crafted conclusion often points towards avenues for
future research. This does not mean suggesting topics that are completely
unrelated, but rather identifying unanswered questions or areas that warrant
further investigation based on the current findings. This demonstrates a
forward-thinking approach and positions the author as a participant in an
ongoing scholarly conversation.

Suggesting future research can involve:

Identifying limitations in the current study that future research could
address.

Proposing new hypotheses or research questions that emerge from the
findings.

Exploring alternative methodologies that could yield further insights.

Considering the application of the research to different contexts or
populations.

By thoughtfully discussing implications and future directions, writers
solidify the importance of their work and encourage continued engagement with
the subject matter, ensuring that their argument leaves a lasting
intellectual footprint.

FAQ



Q: What is the primary purpose of concluding an
argument in Chicago style?
A: The primary purpose of concluding an argument in Chicago style is to
provide a sense of closure, reinforce the thesis, synthesize the evidence
presented, and articulate the broader significance and implications of the
research, leaving a lasting impression on the reader.

Q: Should I introduce new evidence in my Chicago
style conclusion?
A: No, you should not introduce new evidence or arguments in your Chicago
style conclusion. The conclusion is for synthesizing and reinforcing what has
already been presented and argued in the body of the paper, not for
introducing novel material.

Q: How can I effectively rephrase my thesis in the
conclusion?
A: To effectively rephrase your thesis, avoid direct repetition. Instead, use
different wording to express the core argument, reflecting the journey of
your research and the insights gained throughout the paper. It should sound
like a natural culmination of your discussion.

Q: What does it mean to "synthesize" in a
conclusion?
A: Synthesizing in a conclusion means bringing together the various pieces of
evidence and arguments presented in the body of your paper and showing how
they collectively support your main thesis. It's about demonstrating the
interconnectedness and coherence of your points to form a unified whole.

Q: How important is discussing the broader
implications of my research in the conclusion?
A: Discussing broader implications is highly important. It answers the "so
what?" question, demonstrating the relevance and significance of your work
beyond the immediate topic and showing its contribution to the wider field or
to practical applications.

Q: Can a conclusion suggest areas for future
research?
A: Yes, absolutely. Suggesting areas for future research is a valuable



component of a strong conclusion. It shows foresight, acknowledges the
ongoing nature of scholarship, and can identify unanswered questions or new
avenues for inquiry stemming from your own findings.

Q: What are some common errors to avoid when
concluding an argument in Chicago style?
A: Common errors include introducing new information, being too brief or
overly repetitive, using apologetic language, and failing to connect back to
the thesis or introduction. Maintaining a confident and authoritative tone is
crucial.

Q: How can I make my Chicago style conclusion
memorable?
A: You can make your conclusion memorable by using powerful concluding
statements, echoing themes from the introduction, offering a compelling final
thought, or highlighting the unique contribution of your research in a
concise and impactful manner.
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