chicago style concluding sentence

The Art of Crafting a Powerful Chicago Style
Concluding Sentence

Chicago style concluding sentence is more than just a final flourish; it’s
the punctuation mark that leaves a lasting impression on your reader. In
academic writing, legal documents, and historical analysis, a well-
constructed concluding sentence within the Chicago Manual of Style framework
can solidify your argument, encapsulate your findings, and guide the reader
toward a comprehensive understanding. This article delves into the nuances of
crafting effective concluding sentences, exploring their purpose, common
pitfalls to avoid, and strategies for creating a memorable final thought. We
will examine how these sentences integrate seamlessly with the overall
narrative and reinforce the central thesis, ensuring your work resonates long
after it's read. Understanding the principles behind a strong Chicago style
concluding sentence is paramount for any serious writer seeking to achieve
clarity, authority, and impact.
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Understanding the Purpose of a Chicago Style
Concluding Sentence

The primary function of a concluding sentence, especially within the rigorous
standards of the Chicago Manual of Style, is to provide a sense of closure
and finality to a paragraph, section, or even an entire piece of writing. It



acts as the final bridge between the information presented and the reader's
takeaway, reinforcing the main point without introducing new ideas. A well-
crafted concluding sentence summarizes the essence of the preceding
discussion, leaving the reader with a clear understanding of the significance
of the information or argument. It is the last opportunity to underscore the
thesis or key findings, ensuring they are not lost amidst the details.

In essence, a Chicago style concluding sentence serves to wrap up the thought
process, leaving a coherent and impactful final impression. It’s not merely
about stopping; it'’s about concluding with purpose. This often involves a
brief restatement of the main idea in a new phrasing, a synthesis of key
points, or a forward-looking statement that suggests the broader implications
of the presented material. The goal is to provide a satisfying resolution to
the narrative or argument that has unfolded.

Key Elements of an Effective Concluding
Sentence

An effective Chicago style concluding sentence is built upon several
foundational elements that contribute to its strength and impact. Foremost
among these is clarity; the sentence must be unambiguous and easy to
understand, leaving no room for misinterpretation. It should directly relate
to the topic sentence or thesis statement it is designed to conclude,
providing a logical endpoint for the presented ideas. Conciseness is also
crucial; while thoroughness is important, concluding sentences should avoid
unnecessary jargon or lengthy explanations.

Several components contribute to a powerful concluding sentence:

» Synthesis: The ability to weave together the main points discussed in
the preceding text into a cohesive whole.

e Reinforcement: A clear restatement or echo of the main argument or
thesis, solidifying its importance.

e Implication: Suggesting the broader significance or future relevance of
the topic.

e Finality: Providing a sense of closure without abruptly ending the
discussion.

e Originality (in phrasing): While reinforcing the main idea, the sentence
should ideally offer a fresh perspective or elegant phrasing to avoid
sounding repetitive.



A well-executed concluding sentence acts as a final confirmation, assuring
the reader that the journey through the text has been purposeful and
rewarding. It should resonate with the reader, encouraging them to consider
the subject matter further or to appreciate the completeness of the argument
presented.

Common Mistakes in Chicago Style Concluding
Sentences

Despite the clear goals of a concluding sentence, writers often fall into
predictable traps that diminish their impact. One of the most common errors
is the introduction of new information or arguments, which disrupts the sense
of closure and can confuse the reader. A concluding sentence is not the place
for novel ideas; it is for summarizing and reinforcing what has already been
established. Similarly, simply repeating the topic sentence verbatim or using
phrases like "In conclusion" can make the writing feel mechanical and
uninspired.

Other frequent missteps include:

* Vagueness: Sentences that are too general and fail to provide a specific
takeaway.

e Abruptness: Ending the discussion without a smooth transition or a sense
of completion.

e Over-summarization: Attempting to cram too much information into a
single sentence, rendering it dense and difficult to digest.

e Lack of Connection: A concluding sentence that doesn't clearly link back
to the main point of the paragraph or section.

e Emotional Appeals (in academic contexts): While appropriate in some
genres, strong emotional appeals can detract from the objectivity often
required in Chicago style academic writing.

Avoiding these pitfalls is essential for maintaining the credibility and
effectiveness of your writing. A strong concluding sentence should feel like
a natural, inevitable outcome of the preceding discussion, not an
afterthought or an unrelated statement.



Strategies for Crafting Memorable Concluding
Sentences

To ensure your Chicago style concluding sentences leave a lasting impression,
employ strategic approaches that enhance their impact and memorability. One
effective technique is to revisit your introduction or thesis statement,
rephrasing it in a way that demonstrates how the body of your work has
supported it. This creates a sense of narrative completeness, showing the
reader the full arc of your argument. Another powerful strategy is to connect
the specific topic of your writing to a broader context or universal theme,
allowing the reader to grasp the wider implications of your research or
analysis.

Consider these proven methods:

e The "So What?" Approach: Explain why the information presented is
important or relevant.

e The Call to Action (subtle): For certain types of writing, subtly
suggest further inquiry or consideration.

e The Powerful Image or Metaphor: If appropriate for the tone and subject
matter, use a striking image or metaphor to encapsulate your main point.

e A Forward-Looking Statement: Hint at future research, developments, or
the ongoing nature of the topic.

e The Definitive Statement: Offer a strong, unambiguous statement that
summarizes your core finding or argument.

By thoughtfully employing these strategies, you can transform a simple
closing statement into a powerful final impression that reinforces your
message and lingers in the reader's mind.

Examples of Strong Chicago Style Concluding
Sentences

To better illustrate the principles discussed, let's examine a few examples
of effective Chicago style concluding sentences. These examples showcase
different approaches to concluding a paragraph or section, demonstrating
clarity, synthesis, and impact. The effectiveness often lies in their ability
to resonate with the preceding content while offering a sense of finality and
significance.



Consider these diverse examples:

e "Ultimately, the enduring appeal of this architectural style lies not
merely in its aesthetic, but in its profound embodiment of a society
grappling with its own evolving identity." (Synthesizing aesthetic and
societal impact)

e "Therefore, understanding these interconnected economic pressures 1is
crucial for comprehending the broader social transformations that
reshaped the region by the century's end." (Connecting specific
pressures to larger trends)

e "This persistent paradox, therefore, underscores the ongoing challenge
of reconciling individual liberty with collective security in a
democratic society." (Highlighting a central conflict or tension)

e "Thus, the subtle shifts in diplomatic language over these decades offer
a telling, albeit indirect, testament to the escalating global tensions
that preceded the conflict." (Inferring larger meaning from specific
textual analysis)

Each of these sentences provides a strong sense of closure by summarizing the
core idea and suggesting its wider implications, fulfilling the requirements
of effective Chicago style writing.

The Role of Concluding Sentences in Different
Chicago Style Formats

The specific role and construction of a Chicago style concluding sentence can
vary slightly depending on the format and purpose of the writing. In a
footnote or endnote, a concluding sentence might succinctly summarize the
source's main argument or its relevance to the main text. In a bibliography
entry, while not a narrative conclusion, the brief annotation (if used)
serves a similar purpose of providing a concise takeaway about the source's
content. For longer works, such as dissertations or historical monographs
adhering to Chicago style, the concluding sentences of individual chapters
often act as mini-conclusions, summarizing the chapter's findings and
bridging to the next.

In academic essays and research papers, the final sentence of the
introduction sets the stage, the concluding sentence of each body paragraph
reinforces its topic sentence, and the overall concluding paragraph brings
the entire argument to a close. The concluding sentence of the entire paper
is arguably the most critical, serving to leave the reader with a definitive
impression of the work's contribution. The principles of clarity, synthesis,



and impact remain paramount across all these applications, ensuring that the
writer's message is effectively communicated and remembered.

Q: What is the primary purpose of a concluding
sentence in Chicago style?

A: The primary purpose of a concluding sentence in Chicago style is to
provide closure to a paragraph or section by summarizing its main point,
reinforcing the overall argument, and leaving the reader with a clear
takeaway without introducing new information.

Q: Should a Chicago style concluding sentence
introduce new information?

A: No, a Chicago style concluding sentence should not introduce new
information. Its role is to synthesize and reinforce what has already been
discussed, not to present novel ideas or evidence.

Q: How does a concluding sentence differ from a
topic sentence in Chicago style?

A: A topic sentence introduces the main idea of a paragraph, while a
concluding sentence summarizes and reinforces that idea at the end of the
paragraph, providing closure and connecting it back to the overall thesis.

Q: Is it acceptable to use transitional phrases like
"In conclusion" in Chicago style concluding
sentences?

A: While not strictly forbidden, it is generally advisable to avoid overly
formulaic phrases like "In conclusion" in Chicago style. More sophisticated
and integrated concluding sentences are preferred for better flow and impact.

Q: What makes a Chicago style concluding sentence
memorable?

A: A memorable Chicago style concluding sentence is often achieved through
clear and concise language, a strong synthesis of ideas, a connection to
broader implications, or a thought-provoking final statement that resonates
with the reader.



Q: How can I ensure my concluding sentence
reinforces the main argument?

A: To reinforce the main argument, a concluding sentence should subtly echo
the thesis or the central idea of the preceding text, perhaps by rephrasing
it or highlighting its significance in a new light.

Q: Should a concluding sentence in a Chicago style
paper differ from one in a footnote annotation?

A: Yes, the scope and detail of a concluding sentence can differ. In a
Chicago style paper, the concluding sentence of a paragraph or chapter
provides narrative closure. In a footnote or endnote annotation, it briefly
summarizes the source's relevance or main point to the author's argument.

Q: What are some common pitfalls to avoid when
writing concluding sentences in Chicago style?

A: Common pitfalls include introducing new ideas, being too vague, abruptly
ending the discussion, repeating information verbatim, or failing to connect
clearly to the preceding text.
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