
chicago style citing thesis

The Chicago Manual of Style is a cornerstone for academic writing, especially when tackling complex

research projects like a thesis. Mastering Chicago style citing thesis requirements is crucial for

presenting your work with credibility and academic integrity. This comprehensive guide will delve deep

into the nuances of Chicago-style citations, from understanding the two primary systems—notes and

bibliography, and author-date—to crafting accurate in-text citations and a meticulously formatted

bibliography or reference list. We will explore common source types, specific formatting rules, and

provide actionable advice to help you navigate the citation process with confidence, ensuring your

thesis adheres to the highest academic standards.
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Understanding the Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS) for Theses

The Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS) is a widely respected style guide that provides comprehensive

rules for scholarly writing and publishing. For thesis writers, adhering to CMOS ensures a consistent,

clear, and authoritative presentation of research. It covers everything from manuscript preparation and

punctuation to the intricacies of citation, which is paramount for avoiding plagiarism and giving credit to

original sources. Understanding the foundational principles of CMOS is the first step in producing a

thesis that meets academic expectations.



CMOS is particularly flexible, offering two distinct citation systems designed to suit different disciplines

and author preferences. The choice between these systems can significantly impact the structure and

appearance of your in-text references and your final list of sources. Both systems, however, are built

upon the same core principles of accuracy, clarity, and completeness in acknowledging borrowed

material. Familiarizing yourself with the overarching philosophy of CMOS will greatly assist in applying

its specific rules to your thesis.

Choosing the Right Chicago Citation System: Notes-

Bibliography vs. Author-Date

When preparing a thesis using the Chicago Manual of Style, one of the first crucial decisions is

selecting the appropriate citation system. CMOS offers two primary methods: the Notes-Bibliography

(NB) system and the Author-Date (AD) system. Each system has its own strengths and is favored in

different academic fields, so understanding their distinctions is vital for making the correct choice for

your research and institutional requirements.

The Notes-Bibliography (NB) System

The Notes-Bibliography system is characterized by the use of superscript numbers in the text that

correspond to footnotes or endnotes. These notes provide the citation details for the first mention of a

source, and subsequent citations of the same source often use a shortened form. A comprehensive

bibliography, listing all sources cited in the text alphabetically, appears at the end of the thesis. This

system is often preferred in the humanities, such as literature, history, and art history, as it allows for

extensive explanatory notes that can include additional commentary or tangential information without

disrupting the flow of the main text.



The Author-Date (AD) System

In contrast, the Author-Date system uses parenthetical in-text citations that include the author's last

name and the year of publication, often with a page number for direct quotations. For example, a

citation might appear as (Smith 2020, 15). This system is more commonly found in the social sciences

and natural sciences, where it is important to emphasize the chronology of research and easily

connect a claim to its specific author and publication date. A reference list, similar to a bibliography, is

provided at the end, containing full publication details for all sources cited in the text, arranged

alphabetically by author's last name.

Mastering In-Text Citations in Chicago Style for Theses

Accurate in-text citation is the backbone of academic integrity in any thesis. Whether you are using the

Notes-Bibliography or Author-Date system, the goal is to clearly and concisely indicate where you have

drawn information from other sources. Correctly formatted in-text citations not only prevent plagiarism

but also guide your readers to the full source information, enhancing the credibility and traceability of

your research.

In-Text Citations for the Notes-Bibliography System

In the Notes-Bibliography system, in-text citations are indicated by superscript Arabic numerals placed

after the quotation or paraphrased information. These numerals correspond to numbered footnotes

(appearing at the bottom of the page) or endnotes (collected at the end of the chapter or document).

The first time a source is cited, the note contains full bibliographical information. Subsequent notes for

the same source can be abbreviated, typically including the author's last name, a shortened title, and

the page number.



In-Text Citations for the Author-Date System

For the Author-Date system, in-text citations are brief parenthetical references. When quoting or

paraphrasing, you would include the author's last name and the year of publication. If you are

referencing a specific part of the source, you should also include the page number or other relevant

locator, such as a chapter or section number. For example, a direct quote might look like this: "The

research indicated a significant trend" (Jones 2019, 45). If the author's name is mentioned in the

sentence, only the year and page number are needed in parentheses: Jones (2019) noted that "the

research indicated a significant trend" (45).

Quoting and Paraphrasing with Chicago Style

Regardless of the system chosen, the handling of direct quotations and paraphrased material requires

careful attention. Direct quotations should be enclosed in quotation marks and attributed precisely to

the source, including the page number. For block quotations (those exceeding four lines of text), they

should be set off from the main text as a separate, indented paragraph, without quotation marks.

Paraphrasing, while not requiring quotation marks, still necessitates a citation to acknowledge the

original author's ideas or findings. The key is to accurately convey the source's meaning in your own

words while giving proper credit.

Crafting the Bibliography or Reference List in Chicago Style

The bibliography or reference list is a crucial component of any thesis, serving as a comprehensive

record of all the sources consulted and cited in your work. It provides readers with the necessary

details to locate and verify your sources, reinforcing your research's credibility. The format and content

of this list depend on whether you are using the Notes-Bibliography or Author-Date system, but both

require meticulous attention to detail.



The Bibliography in the Notes-Bibliography System

A bibliography in the Notes-Bibliography system lists all sources cited in the thesis. It is typically

arranged alphabetically by the author's last name. Each entry should contain complete publication

information, including author(s), title, publication city, publisher, and year of publication. The formatting

of each entry follows specific conventions for different source types, such as books, journal articles,

websites, and interviews, ensuring consistency and clarity for the reader.

The Reference List in the Author-Date System

A reference list in the Author-Date system serves a similar purpose to a bibliography but is specifically

tied to the in-text parenthetical citations. It includes all sources that have been cited within the text,

also arranged alphabetically by author's last name. The entries in the reference list are formatted

identically to those in a bibliography, providing full publication details. The primary distinction lies in its

direct link to the author-date parenthetical citations used throughout the thesis.

Formatting Rules for Entries

Both bibliographies and reference lists adhere to a consistent set of formatting rules. Author names are

typically listed with the last name first, followed by the first name. Titles of books and journals are

italicized, while titles of articles and chapters are placed in quotation marks. Publication details should

be as complete as possible. For example, a book citation might look like this: Author Last Name, First

Name. Title of Book. City of Publication: Publisher, Year of Publication.

Common Source Types and Their Chicago Citation Formatting

Academic research often involves a diverse range of sources, and the Chicago Manual of Style

provides specific guidelines for citing each type accurately. Understanding these distinct formats is

essential for maintaining consistency and completeness in your thesis's bibliography or reference list.



Books

Citing a book in Chicago style typically requires the author's full name, the title of the book (italicized),

the place of publication, the publisher, and the year of publication. For example: Author Last Name,

First Name. Title of Book. City of Publication: Publisher, Year. If there are multiple authors, the order

and use of "and" or "&" follow specific rules. For edited volumes, the editor's name is included, and for

books with multiple editions, the edition number is specified.

Journal Articles

Citing journal articles involves providing the author(s), the article title (in quotation marks), the journal

title (italicized), the volume and issue numbers, the year of publication, and the page range of the

article. For online journal articles, you will also typically include a DOI (Digital Object Identifier) or a

URL if a DOI is unavailable. The format usually appears as: Author Last Name, First Name. "Title of

Article." Title of Journal Volume, no. Issue (Year): Page range. DOI or URL.

Websites and Online Resources

Citing websites and online resources requires careful consideration, as they can vary greatly in their

structure and content. Key information to include is the author or organization responsible for the

content, the title of the specific page or document, the website name, the date of publication or last

update if available, and the URL. It is also crucial to note the date you accessed the website, as online

content can change. For example: Author Last Name, First Name (or Organization Name). "Title of

Web Page." Title of Website. Last Modified Date (if available). Accessed Month Day, Year. URL.

Other Common Sources

Chicago style also provides guidance for citing a variety of other sources, including:

Newspaper and magazine articles



Book chapters

Dissertations and theses

Interviews

Government documents

Conference proceedings

Audiovisual materials

Each of these source types has its own specific formatting requirements to ensure all necessary

bibliographic information is presented clearly and consistently.

Tips for Maintaining Accuracy and Consistency in Chicago

Style Thesis Citations

Ensuring accuracy and consistency in your Chicago-style citations is paramount for a professional and

credible thesis. Even minor errors can detract from the overall quality of your work and, more

importantly, can lead to accusations of plagiarism. Implementing good citation practices from the outset

will save you considerable time and effort during the revision process.

Start Early and Cite as You Write

The most effective strategy is to start citing your sources correctly from the moment you begin writing.

Resist the temptation to leave citations for later; this often leads to forgotten sources, lost page

numbers, or inaccurate information. As you draft, immediately create the corresponding note or in-text

citation. This practice ensures that every piece of information or idea that is not your own is attributed



to its original author at the point of its introduction into your text.

Utilize Citation Management Software

Consider using citation management software like Zotero, Mendeley, or EndNote. These tools can help

you organize your research, store bibliographic information, and automatically generate citations and

bibliographies in various styles, including Chicago. While these tools are not foolproof and still require

careful review, they can significantly streamline the citation process and reduce the likelihood of

manual errors.

Consult the Official Manual or Reliable Guides

The Chicago Manual of Style is the definitive source, but it is a substantial document. For most thesis

writers, consulting more accessible resources that are based on CMOS is highly beneficial. Many

university writing centers and academic departments provide detailed guides and examples specific to

Chicago style. When in doubt about a particular citation format, always refer to the official CMOS or a

reputable, up-to-date guide.

Proofread Meticulously

Once your thesis draft is complete, dedicate ample time to thoroughly proofreading your citations.

Check every footnote, endnote, or parenthetical reference against your bibliography or reference list for

accuracy and consistency. Ensure that every source cited in the text appears in the final list, and vice

versa. Pay close attention to details such as punctuation, capitalization, italics, and the order of

information in each entry.



Navigating Specific Challenges in Chicago Style Thesis Citation

While the principles of Chicago-style citation are clear, certain aspects can present unique challenges

for thesis writers. Addressing these common difficulties proactively can prevent significant frustration

and ensure your work meets the rigorous standards of academic publishing.

Citing Archival Materials and Primary Sources

Primary sources, such as letters, manuscripts, or historical documents found in archives, require

specific citation formats. The exact details needed will depend on the nature of the archival material

and the finding aids provided by the archive. Generally, you will need to identify the collection, the

specific item within the collection, the repository where it is housed, and any relevant accession

numbers or box and folder designations. In-text citations will often refer to a shortened version of this

information, while the bibliography might list the collection or collection holder.

Handling Multiple Authors and Editors

Citing works with multiple authors or editors follows specific rules in Chicago style. For works with two

authors, both names are listed. For works with three or more authors, the first author's name is given,

followed by "et al." (an abbreviation for et alia, meaning "and others") in footnotes or endnotes. In

bibliographies or reference lists, however, CMOS typically recommends listing all authors up to a

certain number (often ten or more), depending on the edition of the manual being followed. Editors are

cited similarly, with their role clearly indicated.

Citing Indirect Sources

An indirect source is when you cite a source that is mentioned within another source. Chicago style

advises against this practice whenever possible. If you must cite an indirect source, you should

indicate this clearly in your citation. For example, in a note, you might write: "Quoted in John Smith,

Book Title (Publisher, Year), 50, as cited in Jane Doe, Another Book (Publisher, Year), 75." In the



bibliography or reference list, you would typically only list the source you directly consulted (Doe's

book), not the original source you did not read.

The process of Chicago style citing thesis projects is demanding but fundamentally rewarding. By

understanding the nuances of the Notes-Bibliography and Author-Date systems, meticulously

formatting your in-text citations and bibliography, and employing strategies for accuracy and

consistency, you can produce a thesis that is both academically sound and a testament to your

scholarly rigor. Remember that consistent application of these rules is key to a polished and credible

research output.

Q: What is the primary difference between Chicago style notes-

bibliography and author-date systems for a thesis?

A: The primary difference lies in how sources are cited within the text and the structure of the final

source list. The notes-bibliography system uses superscript numbers for footnotes or endnotes and

concludes with a bibliography listing all cited works. The author-date system uses parenthetical in-text

citations (e.g., (Smith 2020, 15)) and concludes with a reference list of all cited works.

Q: How do I cite a book with two authors in Chicago style for my

thesis?

A: For a book with two authors, you cite both authors' names in the order they appear on the title

page. In a note or parenthetical citation, it would be (Author1 Last Name and Author2 Last Name). In

the bibliography or reference list, the full names would be listed as: Author1 Last Name, First Name,

and Author2 First Name Last Name.

Q: What is the correct way to format a direct quotation of more than



four lines in a Chicago style thesis?

A: Direct quotations exceeding four lines should be formatted as a block quotation. This means

indenting the entire quotation one-half inch from the left margin, single-spacing it, and omitting

quotation marks. The citation follows the block quotation.

Q: Can I use a URL instead of a DOI for an online journal article in my

Chicago style thesis bibliography?

A: Yes, if a DOI (Digital Object Identifier) is not available for an online journal article, you should

provide a URL. It is also recommended to include the date you accessed the article, especially if there

is a chance the content might change.

Q: How should I cite a source that I found referenced within another

source in my Chicago style thesis?

A: Chicago style recommends citing only sources you have directly consulted. If you must cite an

indirect source, it's typically noted in the footnote or endnote indicating the original source and the

source where you found it (e.g., "Quoted in Author B, Book Title, page number, as cited in Author A,

Book Title, page number"). The bibliography usually only lists the source you directly consulted.

Q: Is it acceptable to use online citation generators for my Chicago

style thesis?

A: While online citation generators can be helpful tools for creating citations, they should be used with

caution. Always double-check the generated citations against the official Chicago Manual of Style or a

reliable guide to ensure accuracy in formatting, punctuation, and completeness, as errors are common.



Q: How do I format my thesis title page according to Chicago style for

a thesis submission?

A: Chicago style generally requires the thesis title, your name, the degree for which the thesis is

submitted, your department or program, the university, and the date of submission on the title page.

Specific departmental or university guidelines may also apply and should be followed.

Q: What is the rule for italicizing titles in Chicago style for a thesis?

A: In Chicago style, titles of standalone works are italicized. This includes the titles of books, journals,

magazines, newspapers, and websites. Titles of shorter works, such as articles, essays, chapters, and

individual web pages, are typically enclosed in quotation marks.
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