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Mastering Chicago Style Citing Journals:
A Comprehensive Guide
chicago style citing journals requires a precise understanding of its two distinct
systems: the Notes-Bibliography system and the Author-Date system. This comprehensive
guide will delve deep into both, equipping you with the knowledge to accurately cite
academic articles, research papers, and scholarly publications. We will explore the
nuances of in-text citations, detailed endnotes or footnotes, and the corresponding
bibliography entries. Understanding these elements is crucial for academic integrity,
allowing your readers to easily locate and verify your sources, thereby strengthening the
credibility of your work. Whether you are a student, researcher, or academic, mastering
Chicago style for journal articles will enhance your scholarly communication.
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Journals

The Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS) offers two primary approaches for academic
citation: the Notes-Bibliography system and the Author-Date system. The choice between
them often depends on the discipline or the specific requirements of an academic
institution or publisher. The Notes-Bibliography system is more prevalent in the
humanities, such as literature, history, and art history. It relies on superscript numbers
within the text that correspond to detailed notes (either footnotes at the bottom of the
page or endnotes at the end of the document). The Author-Date system, conversely, is
more common in the social sciences and natural sciences. It uses parenthetical citations in
the text, including the author's last name and the publication year, which directly link to a
comprehensive reference list at the end of the work.

Both systems aim for clarity and the precise identification of sources. While the mechanics
differ significantly, the core information required for citing a journal article remains
consistent: author(s), article title, journal title, volume and issue numbers, publication
date, and page numbers. Understanding the fundamental principles behind each system is
the first step towards accurate Chicago style journal citation.

The Notes-Bibliography System: In-Depth
Explanation

The Notes-Bibliography system provides a more narrative approach to citation, allowing
for greater flexibility in providing commentary or supplemental information within the
notes. This system is favored when extensive explanation or direct engagement with
source material beyond a simple citation is desired. The superscript numbers embedded
within the text are the anchors, directing the reader to the corresponding note. These
notes can either be placed at the bottom of each page (footnotes) or compiled at the end of
the main text (endnotes). Both serve the same purpose: to provide full bibliographic
information for the cited source without disrupting the flow of the main text.

The beauty of the Notes-Bibliography system lies in its ability to provide concise author-
title citations for the first mention of a source in the notes, followed by shortened versions
for subsequent citations. This reduces redundancy while still ensuring that the reader can
trace the source. The final bibliography then consolidates all cited sources in alphabetical
order, offering a complete overview of the research consulted.

Crafting Footnotes and Endnotes for Journal Articles

When citing a journal article using the Notes-Bibliography system, the initial note will
typically include the author's full name, the title of the article in quotation marks, the title
of the journal in italics, the volume and issue numbers, the publication date (often in
parentheses), and the specific page number(s) of the citation. Subsequent notes for the



same source will be shortened, usually including the author's last name, a shortened
version of the article title (if necessary to distinguish from other works by the same
author), and the page number.

For example, a first footnote or endnote might look like this: John Smith, "The Impact of
Social Media on Political Discourse," Journal of Digital Communication 15, no. 2 (Spring
2022): 123. A subsequent note would then be: Smith, "Social Media," 125.

It is also important to note variations for citing different types of journal articles, such as
those with multiple authors, institutional authors, or articles found online with DOIs
(Digital Object Identifiers). The Chicago Manual of Style provides specific guidelines for
these scenarios to ensure accuracy and consistency.

Constructing the Bibliography for Journal Articles

The bibliography, appearing at the end of the document, provides a comprehensive list of
all sources cited in the notes. For journal articles, the bibliography entry is typically
formatted as follows: Author's Last Name, First Name. "Article Title." Journal Title
Volume, no. Issue (Publication Season/Year): Page range of the entire article. If a DOI is
available, it should be included at the end of the entry, typically preceded by "doi:".

For instance, a bibliography entry for the previous example would be: Smith, John. "The
Impact of Social Media on Political Discourse." Journal of Digital Communication 15, no. 2
(Spring 2022): 119-130. doi:10.1080/12345678.2022.1234567.

The key difference between a footnote/endnote and a bibliography entry is the order of the
author's name (last name first in the bibliography) and the inclusion of the full page range
of the article in the bibliography, as opposed to just the cited page in the notes. Entries
are alphabetized by the author's last name.

The Author-Date System: A Practical Overview

The Author-Date system, while sharing the goal of clear source attribution with the Notes-
Bibliography system, employs a more direct and concise method for in-text citation. Its
prevalence in scientific and social science fields stems from its efficiency in allowing
readers to quickly identify the source and publication year of information within the main
body of the text. This system is particularly useful in fields where research builds rapidly
and referencing the recency of a source is important.

The core of the Author-Date system is the parenthetical citation that appears directly after
the material being referenced. This citation typically includes the author's last name and
the year of publication. This brief citation serves as a pointer to a more detailed entry in
the reference list that follows the main text. The reference list, much like the bibliography
in the other system, contains full bibliographic details for every source cited.



In-Text Citations in the Author-Date System for Journals

In the Author-Date system, in-text citations for journal articles are brief and appear within
parentheses. The standard format is (Author Last Name Year, Page Number). For
example, if you are referencing a point made by John Smith in his 2022 article, the in-text
citation would be (Smith 2022, 125). If you are quoting directly, the page number is
essential.

If the author's name is mentioned in the sentence itself, only the year and page number (if
applicable) need to be placed in parentheses. For instance: Smith argues that the impact
of social media on political discourse is profound (2022, 125).

When citing multiple works by the same author in the same year, or multiple works in a
single citation, specific conventions apply. For works by the same author in the same year,
letters (a, b, c) are appended to the year (e.g., Smith 2022a, Smith 2022b). When citing
multiple sources to support a single point, they are listed alphabetically by author's last
name within the same parentheses, separated by semicolons (e.g., (Jones 2021; Smith
2022)).

Compiling the Reference List for Journal Articles

The reference list in the Author-Date system functions analogously to the bibliography in
the Notes-Bibliography system, providing full bibliographic details for all in-text citations.
The format for journal articles is generally as follows: Author Last Name, First Name.
Year. "Article Title." Journal Title Volume, no. Issue: Page range. DOI (if available).

Using our ongoing example, the reference list entry would be: Smith, John. 2022. "The
Impact of Social Media on Political Discourse." Journal of Digital Communication 15, no. 2:
119-130. doi:10.1080/12345678.2022.1234567.

As with the bibliography, the reference list is alphabetized by the author's last name. The
inclusion of the year immediately after the author's name is a defining characteristic of
this system, distinguishing it clearly from the Notes-Bibliography approach. Ensuring
consistency in formatting, especially regarding punctuation and the use of italics, is
crucial for accuracy.

Common Challenges and Solutions in Chicago
Style Journal Citation

Navigating the complexities of Chicago style for journal articles can present several
common challenges for writers. One frequent issue is distinguishing between the Notes-
Bibliography and Author-Date systems and applying the correct format for each. Another
challenge arises with articles that have multiple authors or are published online without



clear page numbers. The Chicago Manual of Style provides detailed instructions for these
less straightforward situations, but careful attention is always required.

For instance, when dealing with three or more authors in the Notes-Bibliography system,
the first note will list all authors, but subsequent notes will use the first author's last name
followed by "et al." In the Author-Date system, all authors' names are typically listed in the
reference list, but in-text citations may abbreviate to "et al." after the first author if there
are three or more, depending on the specific edition of the CMOS and publisher
guidelines.

When an article lacks a clear page range, such as those published exclusively online, you
may need to cite the DOI or URL. The goal is always to provide enough information for the
reader to locate the source definitively. Consulting the latest edition of the Chicago
Manual of Style or a reliable style guide is the best approach when encountering
unfamiliar citation scenarios.

Key Elements of a Journal Article Citation

Regardless of whether you are using the Notes-Bibliography or Author-Date system,
certain fundamental elements must be present in your Chicago style journal citations to
ensure clarity and completeness. These core components allow readers to identify and
retrieve the exact source you have consulted.

Author(s): The full name(s) of the author(s) of the article.

Article Title: The specific title of the journal article, enclosed in quotation marks in
the Notes-Bibliography system and in quotation marks in the Author-Date system.

Journal Title: The full title of the journal in which the article appears, italicized.

Volume and Issue Numbers: The volume number and, if applicable, the issue
number of the journal.

Publication Date: The year or season and year of publication.

Page Numbers: The specific page(s) cited in the text (in notes or parenthetical
citations) and the full page range of the article (in bibliography or reference list).

DOI or URL: A Digital Object Identifier (DOI) or URL is essential for online articles,
providing a stable link to the source.

Meticulously including each of these elements, formatted according to the chosen Chicago
style system, is paramount for academic integrity and effective scholarly communication.
Attention to detail in these components prevents ambiguity and demonstrates a thorough
engagement with your research.



When to Use Which Chicago Style System

The decision of whether to employ the Notes-Bibliography system or the Author-Date
system for citing journals in Chicago style primarily hinges on the conventions of your
academic discipline and the specific requirements of your institution or publisher. The
humanities, such as history, literature, and art history, most commonly utilize the Notes-
Bibliography system. This preference stems from the system's capacity to accommodate
extensive notes, which can be beneficial for providing historical context, critical
commentary, or engaging in nuanced textual analysis without interrupting the main
narrative.

Conversely, the social sciences (sociology, political science, psychology) and the natural
sciences generally favor the Author-Date system. This approach's conciseness in in-text
citations makes it highly practical for fields that often involve extensive research and
citation of a broad range of studies. The immediate identification of the author and year
helps readers quickly assess the timeliness and origin of information, which is crucial in
rapidly evolving academic landscapes. Always consult your instructor, editor, or style
guide for definitive instructions.

If no specific system is mandated, consider the nature of your research and writing. If your
work requires detailed scholarly apparatus and commentary alongside citations, Notes-
Bibliography might be more suitable. If directness and a quick reader overview of sources
are paramount, Author-Date is likely the better choice. Ultimately, consistency within your
chosen system is key to producing a well-cited and credible academic work.

---

Frequently Asked Questions about Chicago Style
Citing Journals

Q: What is the fundamental difference between the
Notes-Bibliography and Author-Date systems for
Chicago style journal citations?
A: The fundamental difference lies in how sources are cited within the text. The Notes-
Bibliography system uses superscript numbers that correspond to footnotes or endnotes,
allowing for more explanatory text. The Author-Date system uses parenthetical citations in
the text, consisting of the author's last name and publication year, which link to a
reference list at the end.

Q: How do I cite a journal article with three or more



authors in Chicago style?
A: In the Notes-Bibliography system, the first note will list all authors. Subsequent notes
will typically use the first author's last name followed by "et al." In the Author-Date
system, the reference list will include all authors, but in-text citations and potentially the
reference list entry itself (depending on publisher preference) may abbreviate to the first
author followed by "et al." if there are three or more authors.

Q: What is a DOI, and why is it important for citing
online journal articles in Chicago style?
A: A DOI (Digital Object Identifier) is a unique alphanumeric string assigned to a digital
object, such as a journal article. It is crucial for citing online journal articles because it
provides a persistent and stable link to the article, even if the website or URL changes.
Including the DOI ensures that readers can reliably locate the source.

Q: Do I need to include the full page range of the article
in the notes when using the Notes-Bibliography system?
A: No, when using the Notes-Bibliography system, your footnotes or endnotes should only
include the specific page number(s) being referenced. The full page range of the article is
reserved for the bibliography entry.

Q: How is a journal article with no clear publication
date cited in Chicago style?
A: If a journal article lacks a specific publication date, you should use "n.d." (for no date)
in place of the year in both the notes/in-text citations and the bibliography/reference list.
However, it is always best to thoroughly research to ensure no date is available before
using "n.d."

Q: Should I italicize the journal title or the article title
in Chicago style?
A: In Chicago style, the journal title is italicized. The article title is placed in quotation
marks.

Q: What is the difference between a bibliography and a
reference list in Chicago style?
A: While both are lists of sources consulted, the term "bibliography" is generally used with
the Notes-Bibliography system, and "reference list" is used with the Author-Date system.
The content is similar, but the formatting and the system it supports differ.



Q: Can I use both the Notes-Bibliography and Author-
Date systems in the same paper?
A: No, you must choose one system and use it consistently throughout your entire paper.
Mixing citation styles is a significant error in academic writing.
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