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Chicago Style Citations for Environmental Journals: A Comprehensive Guide

chicago style citations for environmental journals are a critical component of academic and

professional writing within the environmental sciences. Adhering to the Chicago Manual of Style

(CMOS) ensures clarity, consistency, and credibility for researchers, students, and practitioners

publishing in this dynamic field. This guide provides an in-depth exploration of Chicago-style citation

methods specifically tailored for environmental journals, covering essential elements from author-date

to notes-bibliography systems, and detailing how to cite various types of environmental research.

Mastering these citation practices is paramount for accurate attribution of sources, avoiding plagiarism,

and contributing to the scholarly discourse on pressing environmental issues. We will delve into the

nuances of citing journal articles, books, reports, and digital resources commonly encountered in

environmental research.
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Understanding the Chicago Manual of Style for Environmental

Research

The Chicago Manual of Style, in its various editions, offers two primary citation systems: the notes-



bibliography system and the author-date system. Both are widely accepted in academic publishing, but

their prevalence can vary by discipline and specific journal. For environmental journals, the choice

often depends on the publication's editorial guidelines. The notes-bibliography system uses footnotes

or endnotes to cite sources within the text, with a corresponding bibliography at the end of the work.

The author-date system, on the other hand, places brief parenthetical citations (author, year, page

number) directly in the text, followed by a reference list. Understanding the fundamental differences

and knowing when to apply each is the first step toward proficient Chicago-style citation for

environmental research.

Environmental scholarship frequently draws upon a diverse range of sources, from peer-reviewed

journal articles detailing ecological studies to government reports on policy impacts and historical texts

on conservation efforts. The Chicago Manual of Style provides a robust framework for acknowledging

all these different materials accurately. Its emphasis on clear and consistent formatting allows readers

to easily locate the original sources of information, which is vital for the scientific integrity of

environmental research. Furthermore, consistent citation practices foster a shared understanding and a

common language within the academic community, enabling more effective dissemination and

replication of environmental findings.

Key Components of Chicago Style Citations for Environmental

Journals

Regardless of which of the two primary systems you employ, certain core pieces of information are

essential for a complete Chicago-style citation in environmental journals. These include the author's

name(s), the title of the work (article, book, report), the publication information (journal title, volume,

issue, year, publisher), and location information (page numbers, URLs, DOIs). For journal articles, the

journal title itself is a significant element, often italicized, along with the volume and issue numbers,

which help readers pinpoint the specific publication. Page numbers are crucial for direct quotes or

specific data points, ensuring readers can verify the information's context.

When citing environmental research, precision is paramount. For instance, accurately capturing the

author's full name, including middle initials if provided, ensures proper identification. The title of the



article should be enclosed in quotation marks, while the journal title is typically italicized. The inclusion

of a Digital Object Identifier (DOI) is increasingly important for online journal articles, as it provides a

stable and unique link to the source, even if the URL changes. These details work in conjunction to

provide a complete bibliographic record, allowing for the easy retrieval of the original research by your

readers.

Author-Date System for Environmental Journals

The author-date system, favored by many natural sciences, is also gaining traction in certain

environmental disciplines. In this system, in-text citations appear parenthetically, typically in the format

(Author Year, Page Number). For example, a citation might look like (Smith 2022, 45) when referring

to a specific point from a work by Smith published in 2022 on page 45. If there are multiple authors,

the format adjusts accordingly, often using "et al." for three or more authors, as specified by the

journal's guidelines.

The corresponding reference list at the end of your work will contain full bibliographic entries for every

source cited in the text. Each entry begins with the author's last name, followed by their first name.

The year of publication is typically placed immediately after the author's name. The title of the article is

then presented, followed by the italicized journal title, volume, issue, and page numbers. When citing

online resources without a print equivalent, the author-date system requires the inclusion of a DOI or

URL. This streamlined approach allows readers to quickly identify the source of information within the

text and find the full details in the reference list.

Notes-Bibliography System for Environmental Journals

The notes-bibliography system offers a more detailed approach to citation, using superscript numbers

within the text to refer to footnotes or endnotes. These notes provide the full citation information upon

first mention, and subsequent citations of the same source can be shortened. For a journal article, the

first footnote or endnote might include the author's full name, the article title in quotation marks, the



journal title in italics, followed by the volume, issue, year, and page number. For example: 1. Jane

Doe, "The Impact of Deforestation on Biodiversity," Environmental Science Journal 45, no. 2 (2023):

123.

Subsequent citations to the same source in the notes would then be abbreviated, often using the

author's last name, a shortened title, and the page number. For instance: 2. Doe, "Deforestation," 130.

The bibliography at the end of the document lists all sources cited, arranged alphabetically by author's

last name. This system provides extensive detail for the reader, allowing for deep dives into the source

material. It is particularly useful in interdisciplinary works or those that require extensive engagement

with complex arguments or data from multiple environmental studies.

Citing Specific Environmental Journal Resources

Environmental research encompasses a wide array of materials, each requiring specific citation

formatting in Chicago style. Journal articles, the bedrock of much scientific literature, are a primary

focus. When citing a journal article, ensure you include the author(s), article title, journal title, volume,

issue, publication year, and page numbers. For articles found online, the inclusion of a DOI or URL is

essential. For instance, a Chicago-style citation for a journal article in the author-date system might

look like: Garcia, Maria L., and David Chen. 2021. "Microplastic Accumulation in Coastal Ecosystems."

Journal of Marine Biology 78, no. 3: 205–22. https://doi.org/10.1080/00274279.2021.1900000.

Beyond journal articles, citing environmental books requires attention to the author, title (italicized),

publisher, and publication year. Edited volumes and chapters within edited books also have distinct

formats. Government reports, often critical for policy-relevant environmental research, need to include

the issuing agency, report title, report number (if any), and publication year. Websites and online

resources used in environmental research should also be cited, providing author (if available), title of

the specific page or document, website name, publication or last updated date, and the accessed date,

along with a URL. Consistency in citing these diverse sources is key to maintaining the integrity of

your work.

Here are some common types of environmental resources and their Chicago-style citation elements:



Journal Articles: Author(s), Article Title, Journal Title, Volume, Issue, Year, Page Numbers,

DOI/URL.

Books: Author(s), Book Title, Publisher, Year.

Chapters in Edited Books: Chapter Author(s), Chapter Title, in Book Title, Page Range, Editor(s),

Publisher, Year.

Government Reports: Issuing Agency, Report Title, Report Number (if applicable), Year.

Websites/Online Documents: Author (if known), Title of Document/Page, Name of Website,

Publication/Last Updated Date, Access Date, URL.

Best Practices for Chicago Style Citations in Environmental

Writing

To ensure your environmental research is both credible and easily verifiable, consistently applying

Chicago style is paramount. Always consult the specific author guidelines of the journal to which you

are submitting, as minor variations in formatting can occur. Double-check all details for accuracy,

including author names, publication dates, and page numbers. When in doubt, err on the side of

providing more information rather than less. Understanding how to cite different types of media, such

as interviews, conference proceedings, or datasets, will further enhance the comprehensiveness of

your citations.

Utilizing citation management software can be a significant advantage in maintaining accuracy and

consistency, especially for lengthy research projects involving numerous sources. These tools can help

format citations automatically according to the Chicago Manual of Style and generate bibliographies.

However, it is crucial to review the generated citations to ensure they meet the specific requirements



of your target journal. Developing a habit of citing as you research, rather than trying to retroactively

add citations, will save time and prevent oversights. Diligent citation practices are not just about

avoiding plagiarism; they are about contributing to the transparent and cumulative nature of scientific

knowledge in the environmental field.

---

Q: What is the difference between the notes-bibliography and author-

date systems in Chicago style for environmental journals?

A: The notes-bibliography system uses footnotes or endnotes in the text to cite sources, with a full

bibliography at the end. The author-date system uses parenthetical citations (Author Year, Page) within

the text, followed by a reference list. Both are acceptable in Chicago style, but journal preference

varies.

Q: How do I cite a government report in Chicago style for an

environmental journal?

A: For a government report, you typically include the issuing agency, the report title, any report

number, and the publication year. For example: U.S. Environmental Protection Agency. 2020. National

Air Quality Standards Report. EPA-450/1-20-001.

Q: What is the correct way to cite a journal article with multiple

authors in Chicago style for environmental research?

A: For two authors, list both names in the citation. For three or more authors, list the first author's

name followed by "et al." (abbreviated for an article title, spelled out for a book title in the

bibliography/reference list) and the year. Always check the specific journal's guidelines on "et al."

usage.



Q: Should I include a DOI or URL for online environmental journal

articles when using Chicago style?

A: Yes, it is highly recommended and often required to include the Digital Object Identifier (DOI) if

available for online journal articles in Chicago style. If a DOI is not available, provide a stable URL.

This helps readers locate the source reliably.

Q: How do I handle citing a source that has been translated into

English for an environmental journal using Chicago style?

A: When citing a translated work, include the original author, the title of the translated work, the

translator(s), the publisher, and the year of the translation. For example: Foucault, Michel. The

Archaeology of Knowledge. Translated by A. M. Sheridan Smith. New York: Pantheon Books, 1972.

Q: What if an environmental journal article does not have page

numbers, but is only available online?

A: If an online journal article lacks traditional page numbers, you may use paragraph numbers if

available, or a sectional designation. However, most reputable online environmental journals will

provide some form of pagination or locator. Always check the journal's specific guidelines for handling

such cases.
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