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Understanding Chicago Style Citation Handbook Examples

chicago style citation handbook examples are crucial for students, researchers, and writers navigating the
complexities of academic and professional writing. This comprehensive guide delves into the nuances of the
Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS), a widely respected citation system known for its flexibility and detail.
Understanding how to properly cite sources in Chicago style is paramount for academic integrity and clarity,
ensuring readers can easily locate the original works you reference. This article will provide detailed
explanations and practical examples of various citation formats, covering common source types such as
books, journal articles, websites, and more. We will explore both the author-date and notes-bibliography
systems, offering a thorough overview of their application. By the end of this guide, you will possess a solid
understanding of Chicago style citation handbook examples, empowering you to format your bibliographies and
in-text citations with confidence and precision.
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The Nuances of Chicago Style Citation

The Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS) is a highly respected and comprehensive style guide that governs various
aspects of academic writing, from grammar and punctuation to manuscript preparation and, most importantly,
citation. Its emphasis on clarity, consistency, and completeness makes it a preferred choice for many disciplines,
particularly in the humanities and social sciences. Understanding the core principles behind Chicago style is the
first step to mastering its application.

The system's detailed approach ensures that every piece of information used from an external source is properly
attributed. This not only prevents plagiarism but also allows readers to verify your sources and explore the
subject matter further. Whether you are a seasoned scholar or an emerging writer, a firm grasp of Chicago
style citation handbook examples will significantly enhance the credibility and professionalism of your work.



The Two Citation Systems in Chicago Style

Chicago style offers two distinct citation systems, each serving different academic needs and preferences.
Understanding the differences between these systems is fundamental to applying them correctly.

The Notes-Bibliography System

The notes-bibliography system is characterized by the use of numbered footnotes or endnotes for in-text
citations. These notes provide detailed publication information for each source as it appears in the text.
Concurrently, a bibliography is compiled at the end of the document, listing all sources cited in alphabetical
order. This system is prevalent in fields such as history, literature, and the arts, where extensive source
material might require more detailed annotation.

When a specific passage is referenced, a superscript number is placed after the relevant sentence or clause. This
number corresponds to a note at the bottom of the page (footnote) or at the end of the chapter or document
(endnote). The first time a source is cited, the note includes full publication details. Subsequent citations of
the same source use a shortened form.

The Author-Date System

In contrast, the author-date system uses parenthetical in-text citations that include the author's last name
and the year of publication. These parenthetical citations are typically followed by a page number if a specific
part of the source is being referenced. A reference list, rather than a bibliography, is provided at the end of the
work, containing an alphabetical listing of all sources cited in the text.

This system is more common in the social sciences and some natural sciences, as it emphasizes the date of
publication, which can be crucial for tracking the development of ideas or research within a field. The brevity of
the in-text citations makes it less disruptive to the flow of the text.

Essential Components of Chicago Style Citations

Regardless of which system you employ, Chicago style citations generally include a core set of bibliographic
information. The exact order and punctuation may vary slightly between the notes-bibliography and author-
date systems, but the essential elements remain consistent.

Author(s) or Editor(s) Name(s)

Title of the Work

Publication Information (Publisher, Place of Publication, Year of Publication)

Journal Title, Volume, Issue, and Page Numbers (for articles)

Website Name, URL, and Access Date (for online sources)

Mastering the correct placement and formatting of these components is key to producing accurate Chicago



style citations.

Chicago Style Citation Handbook Examples: Books

Citing books is a fundamental skill in Chicago style. The specific format depends on whether the book is
authored by one or multiple individuals, edited, or part of a larger series.

Single-Author Books

When citing a book with a single author, the format is straightforward. Pay close attention to the order of
names and punctuation.

Notes-Bibliography System (Bibliography Entry):

Last Name, First Name. Title of Book. Place of Publication: Publisher, Year of Publication.

Example:

Smith, John. The Art of Writing. New York: Academic Press, 2020.

Notes-Bibliography System (Footnote/Endnote):

First Name Last Name, Title of Book (Place of Publication: Publisher, Year of Publication), page number.

Example:

1. John Smith, The Art of Writing (New York: Academic Press, 2020), 45.

Author-Date System (Reference List Entry):

Last Name, First Name. Year of Publication. Title of Book. Place of Publication: Publisher.

Example:

Smith, John. 2020. The Art of Writing. New York: Academic Press.

Author-Date System (In-Text Citation):

(Last Name Year, page number)

Example:

(Smith 2020, 45)

Books with Multiple Authors

Citing books with multiple authors requires careful attention to the number of authors listed and how their
names are presented.

Notes-Bibliography System (Bibliography Entry for Two Authors):

Last Name, First Name, and First Name Last Name. Title of Book. Place of Publication: Publisher, Year of



Publication.

Example:

Jones, Mary, and David Lee. Understanding Research Methods. Chicago: University Press, 2019.

Notes-Bibliography System (Bibliography Entry for Three or More Authors):

First Name Last Name, First Name Last Name, and First Name Last Name. Title of Book. Place of Publication:
Publisher, Year of Publication.

Example:

Brown, Sarah, Emily White, and Robert Green. Statistical Analysis for Beginners. Boston: New Society
Publishers, 2021.

Author-Date System (Reference List Entry for Three or More Authors):

Last Name, First Name, First Name Last Name, and First Name Last Name. Year of Publication. Title of Book.
Place of Publication: Publisher.

Example:

Brown, Sarah, Emily White, and Robert Green. 2021. Statistical Analysis for Beginners. Boston: New Society
Publishers.

Edited Books

When citing a book that has been edited rather than authored, the editor's name(s) are used in place of author
names.

Notes-Bibliography System (Bibliography Entry):

Editor's Last Name, First Name, ed. Title of Book. Place of Publication: Publisher, Year of Publication.

Example:

Davis, Emily, ed. Readings in Modern Philosophy. London: Global Publishing, 2018.

Author-Date System (Reference List Entry):

Editor's Last Name, First Name, ed. Year of Publication. Title of Book. Place of Publication: Publisher.

Example:

Davis, Emily, ed. 2018. Readings in Modern Philosophy. London: Global Publishing.

Chicago Style Citation Handbook Examples: Journal Articles

Journal articles are a common source type in academic research. Proper citation is crucial for acknowledging
the specific contributions of scholars in their fields.



Journal Articles with One Author

Citing journal articles requires including the journal title, volume, issue number, and page range.

Notes-Bibliography System (Bibliography Entry):

Last Name, First Name. "Title of Article." Title of Journal Volume, no. Issue (Year of Publication): Page range.

Example:

Miller, Robert. "The Impact of Technology on Education." Journal of Educational Research 45, no. 3 (2022):
112-128.

Notes-Bibliography System (Footnote/Endnote):

First Name Last Name, "Title of Article," Title of Journal Volume, no. Issue (Year of Publication): page number.

Example:

1. Robert Miller, "The Impact of Technology on Education," Journal of Educational Research 45, no. 3
(2022): 115.

Author-Date System (Reference List Entry):

Last Name, First Name. Year of Publication. "Title of Article." Title of Journal Volume (Issue): Page range.

Example:

Miller, Robert. 2022. "The Impact of Technology on Education." Journal of Educational Research 45 (3):
112-128.

Author-Date System (In-Text Citation):

(Last Name Year, page number)

Example:

(Miller 2022, 115)

Journal Articles with Multiple Authors

When an article has multiple authors, the citation format reflects the number of authors, similar to citing
books.

Notes-Bibliography System (Bibliography Entry for Two Authors):

Last Name, First Name, and First Name Last Name. "Title of Article." Title of Journal Volume, no. Issue (Year
of Publication): Page range.

Example:

White, Sarah, and John Black. "Exploring New Frontiers in Astrophysics." Astrophysical Journal 78, no. 1
(2023): 34-50.

Author-Date System (Reference List Entry for Two Authors):

Last Name, First Name, and First Name Last Name. Year of Publication. "Title of Article." Title of Journal



Volume (Issue): Page range.

Example:

White, Sarah, and John Black. 2023. "Exploring New Frontiers in Astrophysics." Astrophysical Journal 78
(1): 34-50.

Chicago Style Citation Handbook Examples: Websites and Online
Resources

Citing online sources, including websites, web pages, and online articles, requires specific attention to access
dates and URLs.

Websites (General)

When citing an entire website, focus on the organization or author and the website's title.

Notes-Bibliography System (Bibliography Entry):

Author or Organization Name. "Title of Specific Page or Document." Name of Website. Last modified or
Copyright Date (if available). Access Date.

Example:

National Geographic Society. "About Us." National Geographic. Accessed October 26, 2023.
https://www.nationalgeographic.org/about/.

Notes-Bibliography System (Footnote/Endnote):

Author or Organization Name, "Title of Specific Page or Document," Name of Website, last modified or
copyright date (if available), accessed Access Date, URL.

Example:

1. National Geographic Society, "About Us," National Geographic, accessed October 26, 2023,
https://www.nationalgeographic.org/about/.

Author-Date System (Reference List Entry):

Author or Organization Name. Year of Publication (if available). "Title of Specific Page or Document." Name of
Website. Accessed Access Date. URL.

Example:

National Geographic Society. n.d. "About Us." National Geographic. Accessed October 26, 2023.
https://www.nationalgeographic.org/about/.

Author-Date System (In-Text Citation):

In the author-date system, for a general website reference without a specific author or date, you might cite the
organization and "n.d." (no date).

Example:



(National Geographic Society n.d.)

Online Articles from Periodicals

Articles found online that were originally published in a print periodical follow a format similar to print
articles but include online access information.

Notes-Bibliography System (Bibliography Entry):

Last Name, First Name. "Title of Article." Title of Periodical, Month Day, Year of Publication. URL.

Example:

Chen, Wei. "The Future of Artificial Intelligence." Tech Review, November 15, 2023.
https://www.techreview.com/future-ai.

Notes-Bibliography System (Footnote/Endnote):

First Name Last Name, "Title of Article," Title of Periodical, Month Day, Year of Publication, page number (if
available), URL.

Example:

1. Wei Chen, "The Future of Artificial Intelligence," Tech Review, November 15, 2023,
https://www.techreview.com/future-ai.

Author-Date System (Reference List Entry):

Last Name, First Name. Year of Publication. "Title of Article." Title of Periodical, Month Day. URL.

Example:

Chen, Wei. 2023. "The Future of Artificial Intelligence." Tech Review, November 15.
https://www.techreview.com/future-ai.

Author-Date System (In-Text Citation):

(Last Name Year)

Example:

(Chen 2023)

Chicago Style Citation Handbook Examples: Other Common Sources

Beyond books and journal articles, Chicago style provides formats for various other source types, ensuring
comprehensive citation practices.

Newspaper Articles

Newspaper articles require specific formatting, including the newspaper's title and publication date.



Notes-Bibliography System (Bibliography Entry):

Last Name, First Name. "Title of Article." Newspaper Name, Month Day, Year of Publication.

Example:

Green, Robert. "Local Elections Show Shifting Political Landscape." Chicago Tribune, November 7, 2023.

Author-Date System (Reference List Entry):

Last Name, First Name. Year of Publication. "Title of Article." Newspaper Name, Month Day.

Example:

Green, Robert. 2023. "Local Elections Show Shifting Political Landscape." Chicago Tribune, November 7.

Dissertations and Theses

When citing unpublished or published dissertations and theses, include information about the institution and
year of completion.

Notes-Bibliography System (Bibliography Entry):

Last Name, First Name. "Title of Dissertation/Thesis." Type of Document (e.g., PhD diss., Master's thesis),
University Name, Year of Publication.

Example:

Adams, Emily. "The Socioeconomic Impact of Urban Development." PhD diss., University of California, Berkeley,
2019.

Author-Date System (Reference List Entry):

Last Name, First Name. Year of Publication. "Title of Dissertation/Thesis." Type of Document (e.g., PhD diss.,
Master's thesis), University Name.

Example:

Adams, Emily. 2019. "The Socioeconomic Impact of Urban Development." PhD diss., University of California,
Berkeley.

Interviews

Citing interviews, whether published or conducted personally, involves detailing the interviewee and context.

Notes-Bibliography System (Bibliography Entry):

Last Name, First Name. Interview by Interviewer's Name. Month Day, Year. (Unless published, then include
publication details).

Example (unpublished):

Thompson, Sarah. Interview by Mark Johnson. June 15, 2023.

Example (published):



Thompson, Sarah. Interview by Mark Johnson. "A Conversation with Sarah Thompson," Journal of
Contemporary Arts, August 2023.

Author-Date System (Reference List Entry):

Last Name, First Name. Year of Publication. Interview by Interviewer's Name. (Unless published, then include
publication details).

Example (unpublished):

Thompson, Sarah. 2023. Interview by Mark Johnson.

Example (published):

Thompson, Sarah. 2023. Interview by Mark Johnson. "A Conversation with Sarah Thompson," Journal of
Contemporary Arts, August.

Mastering In-Text Citations in Chicago Style

Accurate in-text citations are as vital as the bibliography itself. They provide immediate context for your
readers, guiding them to the source of your information without disrupting the narrative flow.

In-Text Citations with the Notes-Bibliography System

In this system, superscript numbers are used directly after the cited material. These numbers correspond to
either footnotes (at the bottom of the page) or endnotes (at the end of the document).

The first citation of a source includes the full bibliographic information, much like a bibliography entry but
often in a slightly condensed sentence format. Subsequent citations of the same source use a shortened form,
typically including the author's last name, a shortened title (if necessary), and the page number.

Example of a First Footnote:

1. John Smith, The Art of Writing (New York: Academic Press, 2020), 45.

Example of a Subsequent Footnote:

2. Smith, Art of Writing, 78.

If there is no author, the title is used instead. For direct quotations, the page number is essential. For
paraphrased or summarized information, a page number is recommended but not always strictly required by the
style guide, though it is good practice.

In-Text Citations with the Author-Date System

The author-date system employs parenthetical citations directly within the text. These citations typically
include the author's last name and the year of publication, followed by a comma and the page number for
specific references.

Example of a Parenthetical Citation:



Research indicates a significant correlation between early childhood education and long-term academic success
(Miller 2022, 115).

If the author's name is mentioned in the sentence, only the year and page number are needed in the parentheses.

Example:

Miller (2022) found a significant correlation between early childhood education and long-term academic
success (115).

For sources with no author, the title (or a shortened version) and the year are used. For sources with no
date, "n.d." is used in place of the year.

Constructing Your Bibliography or Works Cited Page

The bibliography (for the notes-bibliography system) or reference list (for the author-date system) serves as
the comprehensive record of all sources consulted and cited in your work. Proper formatting and alphabetical
order are crucial for both.

Alphabetical Ordering

Both the bibliography and reference list are alphabetized by the author's last name. If a source has no author,
it is alphabetized by the first significant word of the title (ignoring "A," "An," and "The").

Formatting for Consistency

Consistency is key. Ensure that each entry adheres strictly to the Chicago style guidelines for its specific
source type. Double-check punctuation, capitalization, and the order of elements. Many writers find it helpful
to use citation management software, but manual checking is always recommended.

The bibliography and reference list are typically placed at the end of the document, following the main text and
any appendices.

Navigating Common Chicago Style Citation Pitfalls

While the Chicago Manual of Style is comprehensive, certain common errors can arise. Awareness of these
pitfalls can help you avoid them.

Inconsistent Formatting: Mixing elements of the notes-bibliography and author-date systems, or
inconsistent application of punctuation and capitalization within a single system.

Missing Information: Omitting crucial details such as publication dates, page numbers, or URLs, which
can hinder reader access to the source.

Incorrect Author Order: Especially with multiple authors, reversing the order or not using "and"
correctly can be problematic.



Improper Use of Italics and Quotation Marks: Confusing when to italicize titles (books, journals) and
when to use quotation marks (articles, chapters).

Lack of Specificity for Online Sources: Failing to include access dates or URLs for online resources,
making them difficult to retrieve.

Over-reliance on Secondary Sources: Not clearly distinguishing between citing an original work and
citing a work that discusses another work.

Careful attention to detail and consulting the official Chicago Manual of Style or reputable online guides
can help mitigate these common issues.

Mastering Chicago style citation handbook examples is an ongoing process that requires diligence and practice.
By understanding the fundamental principles of both the notes-bibliography and author-date systems, and by
carefully applying the provided examples to various source types, you can ensure the accuracy and integrity
of your scholarly work. This attention to detail not only upholds academic standards but also significantly
contributes to the clarity and credibility of your writing, allowing your readers to engage more deeply with
your research.

FAQ: Chicago Style Citation Handbook Examples

Q: What is the main difference between the notes-bibliography and author-
date systems in Chicago style?

A: The primary difference lies in how in-text citations are presented. The notes-bibliography system uses numbered
footnotes or endnotes, while the author-date system uses parenthetical citations with the author's last
name and the year of publication.

Q: When should I use the notes-bibliography system versus the author-date
system?

A: The notes-bibliography system is generally preferred in fields like history, literature, and the arts, where
extensive annotation might be beneficial. The author-date system is more common in the social sciences and some
natural sciences, emphasizing the chronology of research.

Q: How do I cite a book with an editor instead of an author in Chicago
style?

A: In the notes-bibliography system, you would list the editor's name followed by ", ed." (or ", eds." for
multiple editors) before the book title. In the author-date system, the editor's name followed by ", ed." appears
before the publication year.

Q: What information is crucial for citing a website in Chicago style?

A: For websites, it's essential to include the author or organization, the title of the specific page or document,
the name of the website, and the access date. A URL is also typically required.



Q: How do I format a bibliography entry for a journal article with multiple
authors?

A: For two authors, list them as "Last Name, First Name, and First Name Last Name." For three or more
authors, list the first author followed by "et al." (and others) or list all authors up to a certain number as
specified by your instructor or publisher. Always follow the standard format for journal articles, including
title, journal name, volume, issue, year, and page range.

Q: What is the difference between a bibliography and a reference list in
Chicago style?

A: While often used interchangeably, in Chicago style, a "bibliography" typically lists all sources consulted,
whether cited or not, used with the notes-bibliography system. A "reference list" (used with the author-date
system) only includes sources that have been directly cited in the text.

Q: Do I need to include page numbers for all in-text citations?

A: For direct quotations, page numbers are mandatory in both systems. For paraphrased or summarized material,
page numbers are recommended in the notes-bibliography system (in the footnote/endnote) and highly recommended
in the author-date system (in the parenthetical citation) for clarity and precision.

Q: How do I cite a source that has no publication date?

A: In Chicago style, if a source has no publication date, you use "n.d." in place of the year in both the
bibliography/reference list and in-text citations (for the author-date system).
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