
chicago style citation guide for works
cited
The Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS) provides a comprehensive framework for
academic and professional writing, with a particular focus on accurate and
consistent citation. Mastering the chicago style citation guide for works
cited is crucial for avoiding plagiarism, giving credit to sources, and
allowing readers to locate your research. This guide delves into the
intricacies of creating a Works Cited page, or bibliography, in Chicago
style, covering its fundamental principles, common source types, and
essential formatting guidelines. We will explore the differences between the
author-date and notes-bibliography systems, detail the components of a
bibliographic entry, and provide clear examples for various media.
Understanding these elements will empower you to present your research
ethically and effectively, adhering to the high standards expected in
scholarly discourse.
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Understanding the Chicago Style Citation Basics
The Chicago Manual of Style offers two primary citation systems: the notes-
bibliography system and the author-date system. While both aim for clarity
and attribution, they differ significantly in their presentation. The notes-
bibliography system, prevalent in the humanities, uses footnotes or endnotes
to cite sources, with a corresponding bibliography at the end of the work
listing all cited sources alphabetically. The author-date system, more common
in the sciences and social sciences, uses parenthetical in-text citations
that include the author's last name and the year of publication, which then
corresponds to an entry in a reference list at the end.

Regardless of the system chosen, the core principle remains the same: to
provide sufficient information for the reader to identify and retrieve the
original source. This involves accurately presenting publication details such
as author names, titles, publication dates, and location information. The
meticulousness required in a Chicago style citation guide for works cited
ensures academic integrity and facilitates scholarly communication. Selecting
the appropriate system is often dictated by the conventions of a specific
discipline or the requirements of an instructor or publisher.



The Notes-Bibliography System: A Detailed Look
The notes-bibliography system is characterized by its use of numbered
footnotes or endnotes to acknowledge sources at the point of citation within
the text. Each note corresponds to a number placed in superscript. The first
time a source is cited, the note contains full bibliographic details.
Subsequent citations of the same source require a shortened note format,
typically including the author's last name, a shortened title, and the page
number.

The bibliography, which follows the notes, is an alphabetical list of all the
sources that have been cited in the text. The entries in the bibliography are
generally more detailed than the shortened notes and are formatted
differently from the notes themselves. This system allows for extensive
commentary and explanation within the notes without disrupting the flow of
the main text, making it ideal for works with detailed argumentation or
extensive source material.

Components of a Bibliographic Entry in the Notes-
Bibliography System
A typical bibliographic entry in the notes-bibliography system for a book
includes the author's full name (last name first), followed by the title of
the book in italics, the place of publication, the publisher, and the year of
publication. For articles, it includes the author's name, the article title
in quotation marks, the journal title in italics, the volume and issue
numbers, and the publication date, along with page numbers. Details vary
based on the source type, but consistency is key.

The order of elements and punctuation are critical. For instance, the
author's name is followed by a comma, the title by a period, and publication
information is often enclosed in parentheses. Understanding these specific
conventions is central to effectively utilizing a Chicago style citation
guide for works cited.

Examples of Notes-Bibliography Entries

Book: Smith, John. The History of Chicago. New York: Penguin Books,
2020.

Journal Article: Davis, Jane. "Urban Development in the Midwest."
Journal of Urban Studies 45, no. 2 (2021): 115-130.

Website: National Park Service. "The Story of Millennium Park." Accessed
October 26, 2023. https://www.nps.gov/parks/millennium.



The Author-Date System: An Alternative Approach
The author-date system, as its name suggests, relies on in-text citations
that include the author's last name and the year of publication, enclosed in
parentheses. For example, a citation might appear as (Smith 2020). If quoting
directly, a page number is also included, such as (Smith 2020, 112). This
method is favored in disciplines where the currency of information is
paramount, and it allows readers to quickly ascertain when a source was
published.

The corresponding reference list at the end of the document contains full
bibliographic information for every source cited in the text. Unlike the
bibliography in the notes-bibliography system, the reference list in the
author-date system is not typically alphabetized by the author's last name;
instead, it directly corresponds to the in-text citations. This system
streamlines the citation process for the writer and provides readers with
immediate access to publication dates.

Components of a Reference List Entry in the Author-
Date System
Entries in the reference list under the author-date system generally follow a
similar structure to the bibliography in the notes-bibliography system but
with a slightly different order and punctuation. The author's last name is
followed by a comma and their first name or initials. The year of publication
is then presented in parentheses, followed by a period. The title of the work
follows, and for books, it is italicized. For articles, the journal title is
italicized, followed by the volume, issue, and page numbers.

The exact formatting within the author-date system can also vary slightly
depending on the specific publication guidelines, but the core intent of the
Chicago style citation guide for works cited is to provide clear, retrievable
information.

Examples of Author-Date Reference List Entries

Book: Smith, John. 2020. The History of Chicago. New York: Penguin
Books.

Journal Article: Davis, Jane. 2021. "Urban Development in the Midwest."
Journal of Urban Studies 45 (2): 115-130.

Website: National Park Service. 2023. "The Story of Millennium Park."
Accessed October 26, 2023. https://www.nps.gov/parks/millennium.



Crafting Entries for Common Source Types
Beyond books and journal articles, a comprehensive Chicago style citation
guide for works cited must address a variety of source materials. Each type
has its own specific formatting rules to ensure clarity and completeness. For
instance, citing a chapter in an edited book requires detailing both the
chapter author and the book editor, along with the book's overall publication
information.

Newspaper articles, magazine articles, websites, films, and even unpublished
materials all have distinct requirements. The goal is always to provide
enough information for a reader to locate the exact source material,
including author, title, publication details, and access information where
applicable.

Books
When citing a book, include the author's full name, the book's title
(italicized), the city of publication, the publisher, and the year of
publication. For multiple authors, list them in the order they appear on the
title page. If a book has an editor instead of an author, list the editor's
name followed by "ed." or "eds."

Journal Articles
For journal articles, provide the author's name, the article title (in
quotation marks), the journal's title (italicized), the volume number, the
issue number, the year of publication, and the page range of the article. If
the journal is paginated by volume, you may omit the issue number. For online
journals, include a DOI (Digital Object Identifier) if available.

Websites and Online Sources
Citing online sources requires careful attention to detail. Include the
author or organization responsible for the content, the title of the specific
page or document, the website's name (if different from the
author/organization), the date of publication or last update, and the URL.
Crucially, include the date you accessed the material, as web content can
change or disappear. A Chicago style citation guide for works cited will
emphasize the importance of stable URLs or DOIs for online academic
resources.

Other Media Types
When citing films, include the director, title, distributor, and year of
release. For interviews, provide the interviewee's name, the interviewer's



name (if relevant), the date and location of the interview, and the format
(e.g., personal interview, recorded interview). Music recordings typically
require the artist, album title, record label, and year.

Formatting Your Works Cited Page in Chicago
Style
The Works Cited page, whether a bibliography or a reference list, is the
cornerstone of a Chicago style citation. It must be meticulously formatted to
ensure clarity and professionalism. Generally, the page should be titled
"Bibliography" for the notes-bibliography system or "Reference List" for the
author-date system.

Entries are typically arranged in alphabetical order by the author's last
name. Each entry should be double-spaced, both within and between entries. A
common formatting convention is a hanging indent, where the first line of
each entry is flush with the left margin, and subsequent lines are indented.
This makes it easier for readers to scan the list and locate specific
citations.

Alphabetical Order and Hanging Indents
The alphabetical ordering of entries is a fundamental aspect of any Chicago
style citation guide for works cited. For authors with the same last name,
entries are sub-alphabetized by their first name. If an author has multiple
works cited, they are ordered chronologically by publication year. The
hanging indent, typically set at half an inch, visually separates each entry
and improves readability, making the entire Works Cited page more accessible.

Consistency in Punctuation and Capitalization
Adherence to consistent punctuation and capitalization is paramount in
Chicago style. For instance, titles of books and journals are italicized,
while titles of articles and chapters are placed in quotation marks. Proper
nouns and the first word of titles are capitalized according to standard
English rules. Minor deviations in punctuation can significantly alter the
appearance and accuracy of your citations, underscoring the need for careful
attention to detail when following any Chicago style citation guide for works
cited.

Advanced Chicago Style Citation Considerations
While the basic principles of Chicago style are straightforward, certain
situations require more nuanced application. These can include citing legal
materials, government documents, or works with no author or publication date.



Understanding how to handle these less common scenarios is crucial for
producing a truly comprehensive and accurate citation list.

When encountering such challenges, it is always advisable to consult the
latest edition of The Chicago Manual of Style or to seek guidance from
academic resources or instructors. The goal is to provide the most complete
and accurate information possible, even when standard elements are missing.

Citing Works Without Authors or Publication Dates
If a work lacks an author, begin the entry with the title. If a publication
date is missing, use the abbreviation "n.d." (no date). For websites, if no
specific author is listed, the organization or corporate author should be
used. These adaptations ensure that even unusual sources can be properly
identified within the framework of a Chicago style citation guide for works
cited.

Legal and Government Documents
Citing legal materials and government documents follows a specialized set of
rules within Chicago style, often detailed in Appendix B of the Manual. These
citations are typically more complex, involving specific court names, case
numbers, legislative titles, and statutory references. While distinct from
standard book or article citations, they are integral to the Chicago style
system when applicable.

Electronic Resources and DOIs
The increasing prevalence of electronic resources necessitates specific
guidance on citing them. The inclusion of Digital Object Identifiers (DOIs)
for journal articles and other scholarly works is highly recommended, as they
provide a persistent link to the resource. When a DOI is not available, a
stable URL should be provided. Always check the publication's guidelines for
the most current practices concerning electronic resource citation within a
Chicago style citation guide for works cited.

Resources for Further Chicago Style Citation
Guidance
While this article provides a comprehensive overview of the Chicago style
citation guide for works cited, the ultimate authority remains The Chicago
Manual of Style itself. It is an invaluable resource for writers, editors,
and publishers, offering detailed explanations and examples for virtually any
citation scenario. Many universities and academic institutions also provide
online guides and citation tools that can assist in applying Chicago style
correctly.



Consulting these resources, particularly when dealing with complex or unusual
sources, will ensure the highest level of accuracy and adherence to scholarly
standards. Consistent and correct citation is not merely a matter of
following rules; it is a fundamental aspect of academic integrity and
effective communication.

The Chicago Manual of Style as the Definitive Source
For the most up-to-date and authoritative guidance on Chicago style,
including its nuances for works cited, referring directly to the latest
edition of The Chicago Manual of Style is essential. It provides detailed
explanations, examples, and updates that reflect evolving publishing and
citation practices. This manual is the definitive resource for anyone serious
about mastering Chicago style.

Online Citation Tools and University Guides
Numerous online citation generators and university writing centers offer
helpful summaries and quick guides to Chicago style. While these can be
useful for quick reference, they should not replace a thorough understanding
of the principles outlined in the official manual. Always cross-reference
information with the primary source to ensure accuracy, especially for your
works cited page.

FAQ

Q: What are the two main citation systems within the
Chicago Manual of Style for works cited?
A: The two main citation systems within the Chicago Manual of Style are the
notes-bibliography system and the author-date system. The notes-bibliography
system uses footnotes or endnotes and a bibliography, while the author-date
system uses in-text parenthetical citations and a reference list.

Q: How do I format the Works Cited page for a book
in Chicago style using the notes-bibliography
system?
A: For a book in the notes-bibliography system, your Works Cited entry should
include the author's full name (last name first), the book title in italics,
the city of publication, the publisher, and the year of publication. For
example: Smith, John. The History of Chicago. New York: Penguin Books, 2020.



Q: What is the key difference in in-text citation
between the Chicago notes-bibliography system and
the author-date system?
A: In the notes-bibliography system, in-text citations are indicated by
numbered footnotes or endnotes. In the author-date system, in-text citations
are parenthetical, typically including the author's last name and the year of
publication (e.g., Smith 2020).

Q: How should I cite a website that has no author
listed in Chicago style?
A: If a website has no author listed, you begin the citation with the title
of the webpage or document. If the website itself has an organizational
author, you would list that organization as the author. Always include the
accessed date and URL.

Q: Is it necessary to use a hanging indent for my
Works Cited page in Chicago style?
A: Yes, a hanging indent is the standard formatting for entries on a Works
Cited page (bibliography or reference list) in Chicago style. The first line
of each entry aligns with the margin, and subsequent lines are indented.

Q: What is a DOI and when should I use it in my
Chicago style citations?
A: A DOI (Digital Object Identifier) is a unique alphanumeric string assigned
to digital objects, like journal articles, that provides a persistent link to
their location online. You should always include a DOI in your Chicago style
citation if one is available for the source, as it ensures easy retrieval.

Q: How do I cite a chapter in an edited book in
Chicago style?
A: To cite a chapter in an edited book, you typically list the chapter author
first, followed by the chapter title in quotation marks, then "in" followed
by the editor's name(s) and "ed." or "eds.", the book title in italics, and
then the publication information for the book.

Q: When is the author-date system generally



preferred over the notes-bibliography system in
Chicago style?
A: The author-date system is often preferred in the sciences and social
sciences, where the date of publication is crucial for evaluating the
currency of research. The notes-bibliography system is more commonly used in
the humanities.
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