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The Crafting of Chicago Style Citation for Research Papers

chicago style citation for research papers is a fundamental skill for any academic or
researcher aiming for clarity, credibility, and adherence to scholarly conventions. This
style, also known as the Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS) or Turabian, offers two distinct
systems for citing sources: the Notes-Bibliography system and the Author-Date system.
Understanding the nuances of each, including how to format in-text citations and
comprehensive bibliographies or reference lists, is crucial for avoiding plagiarism and
allowing readers to easily trace your research origins. This comprehensive guide will
demystify the process, covering everything from basic principles to specific examples for
various source types, ensuring your research papers meet the highest academic
standards.

Table of Contents

Understanding the Two Chicago Citation Systems
The Notes-Bibliography System Explained
In-Text Citations in the Notes-Bibliography System
Footnotes and Endnotes: Crafting Chicago Style Citations
Creating a Bibliography in Chicago Style
The Author-Date System Explained
In-Text Citations in the Author-Date System
Crafting a Reference List in Chicago Style
Common Source Types and Their Chicago Style Citation Formats
Books in Chicago Style
Journal Articles in Chicago Style
Websites and Online Resources in Chicago Style
Formatting Other Source Types
Important Considerations for Chicago Style Citation
Consistency is Key
Proofreading Your Citations
When in Doubt, Consult the Manual

Understanding the Two Chicago Citation Systems

The Chicago Manual of Style provides two primary methods for documenting sources
within academic writing: the Notes-Bibliography system and the Author-Date system. The
choice between these two often depends on the specific academic discipline or the
requirements of the institution or publication. While both systems aim for accuracy and
traceability, they differ significantly in how they integrate source information into the text
and present it in the final documentation. Familiarizing yourself with the core differences
is the first step to mastering Chicago style citation for research papers.



The Notes-Bibliography System Explained

The Notes-Bibliography system, perhaps the more traditional of the two, relies on
numbered footnotes or endnotes to provide citation information directly within the text.
Each time a source is referenced, a superscript number is placed in the text,
corresponding to a note at the bottom of the page (footnote) or at the end of the document
(endnote). This system allows for detailed commentary and extensive citation information
without interrupting the flow of the main text. The bibliography, which appears at the end
of the paper, provides a comprehensive alphabetical list of all sources cited.

In-Text Citations in the Notes-Bibliography System

In the Notes-Bibliography system, in-text citations are handled through superscript
numbers. These numbers are sequential throughout the document. For example, if you
quote a sentence from a book for the first time, you would place a superscript '1' after the
sentence. This '1' would then correspond to the first footnote or endnote, containing the
full bibliographic details of that source. If you reference the same source again, you would
use the same superscript number. Subsequent citations of the same source within the
notes will be shortened to an “ibid.” or a shortened form.

Footnotes and Endnotes: Crafting Chicago Style Citations

Footnotes and endnotes are the heart of the Notes-Bibliography system. The first time a
source is cited, the note will contain full bibliographic details, including author's name,
title of the work, publication information, and specific page numbers. Subsequent citations
of the same source are typically shortened. For instance, a first note for a book might look
like this: John Smith, The History of Chicago (Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 2020),
45. A subsequent note referencing the same book but a different page would be: Smith,
History of Chicago, 112. If referencing the exact same source immediately after the
previous note, you might use: Ibid., 115.

Creating a Bibliography in Chicago Style

The bibliography that accompanies a Notes-Bibliography paper is an alphabetical list of all
sources consulted and cited in the work. Unlike the footnotes or endnotes, the
bibliography does not include page numbers for individual citations unless it’s a quotation
from a specific page that is crucial to the entry. The format of each entry in the
bibliography is similar to the first note entry for that source, but with slight variations,
such as the author's last name appearing first. For example, a bibliography entry for the
book above would be: Smith, John. The History of Chicago. Chicago: University of Chicago
Press, 2020.



The Author-Date System Explained

The Author-Date system, more common in the sciences and social sciences, uses
parenthetical citations within the text, followed by a reference list at the end of the paper.
This system is often favored for its conciseness and ease of integration into the writing
flow. Instead of a superscript number, the author's last name and the year of publication
are placed in parentheses after the relevant information from the source. This provides an
immediate link between the text and the source without the need for footnotes or
endnotes.

In-Text Citations in the Author-Date System

When using the Author-Date system, in-text citations are brief and enclosed in
parentheses. They typically include the author's last name and the year of publication. For
direct quotations, a page number is also included. For example: (Smith 2020). If quoting
directly, it would be: (Smith 2020, 45). If the author's name is mentioned in the text, only
the year of publication is needed in parentheses: Smith argued that the history of Chicago
is complex (2020, 45).

Crafting a Reference List in Chicago Style

The reference list in the Author-Date system is an alphabetical list of all sources cited in
the paper. Each entry provides the full bibliographic details necessary for a reader to
locate the source. The format of entries in the reference list is generally similar to the in-
text parenthetical citation but expanded. For the book example, the reference list entry
would look like this: Smith, John. 2020. The History of Chicago. Chicago: University of
Chicago Press.

Common Source Types and Their Chicago Style
Citation Formats

Mastering Chicago style citation for research papers involves understanding how to
format a variety of sources accurately. While the principles remain consistent, the specific
details for each source type can vary. Below are common examples for both the Notes-
Bibliography and Author-Date systems.

Books in Chicago Style

When citing books, the essential information includes the author's name, the full title of
the book (italicized), and the publication details: place of publication, publisher, and year.
For multiple authors, list them according to the number of authors as specified by CMOS.
For editions other than the first, include the edition number.



Notes-Bibliography (First Citation): John Smith, The History of Chicago (Chicago:
University of Chicago Press, 2020), 45.

Bibliography: Smith, John. The History of Chicago. Chicago: University of Chicago
Press, 2020.

Author-Date (In-Text): (Smith 2020, 45)

Author-Date (Reference List): Smith, John. 2020. The History of Chicago. Chicago:
University of Chicago Press.

Journal Articles in Chicago Style

Citing journal articles requires specifying the author(s), article title (in quotation marks),
journal title (italicized), volume and issue numbers, publication year, and page numbers or
DOI. The DOI (Digital Object Identifier) is preferred for online articles.

Notes-Bibliography (First Citation): Jane Doe, "The Impact of Urbanization on
American Cities," Journal of Urban Studies 15, no. 2 (2019): 123.

Bibliography: Doe, Jane. "The Impact of Urbanization on American Cities." Journal
of Urban Studies 15, no. 2 (2019): 115-130.

Author-Date (In-Text): (Doe 2019, 123)

Author-Date (Reference List): Doe, Jane. 2019. "The Impact of Urbanization on
American Cities." Journal of Urban Studies 15 (2): 115-130.

Websites and Online Resources in Chicago Style

For websites, include the author (if known), title of the specific page or article (in
quotation marks), title of the overall website (italicized), publication or last updated date
(if available), and the URL. It’s also advisable to include an access date.

Notes-Bibliography (First Citation): "Climate Change in the Midwest," National
Environmental Agency, accessed October 26, 2023, https://www.nea.gov/climate.

Bibliography: "Climate Change in the Midwest." National Environmental Agency.
Accessed October 26, 2023. https://www.nea.gov/climate.

Author-Date (In-Text): (National Environmental Agency, "Climate Change") (Note:
CMOS generally prefers author names if available. If no author, the first few words
of the title can be used, or the organization name.)



Author-Date (Reference List): National Environmental Agency. n.d. "Climate
Change in the Midwest." Accessed October 26, 2023. https://www.nea.gov/climate.

Formatting Other Source Types

Beyond books, articles, and websites, Chicago style citation for research papers
encompasses a vast array of source materials. This includes:

Chapters in Edited Books: Provide the chapter author, chapter title, editor(s),
book title, page numbers, and publication details.

Newspaper and Magazine Articles: Similar to journal articles but often including
the publication date and section information.

Dissertations and Theses: Include author, title, degree, university, and year.

Audiovisual Materials: Documentaries, films, and other media require specific
formatting for creators, titles, and production details.

Personal Communications: Letters, emails, and interviews are cited in
footnotes/endnotes or parenthetically but generally not in the bibliography/reference
list.

Each of these types has specific guidelines outlined in the Chicago Manual of Style, and
consulting the manual directly is recommended for complex or unusual sources.

Important Considerations for Chicago Style
Citation

Adhering to Chicago style citation for research papers is not just about following rules; it's
about scholarly integrity and facilitating clear communication. Several overarching
principles should guide your citation practices.

Consistency is Key

The most critical aspect of any citation style is consistency. Whether you are using the
Notes-Bibliography system or the Author-Date system, ensure that the format of your in-
text citations, footnotes/endnotes, bibliography, or reference list remains uniform
throughout your entire paper. Inconsistent formatting can be distracting for readers and
may indicate a lack of meticulousness in your research process. For example, if you decide
to abbreviate journal titles in your bibliography, do so for all entries. Similarly, if you
choose to include access dates for online sources, apply this practice to all relevant



entries.

Proofreading Your Citations

Even the most careful researcher can make errors. It is essential to proofread your
citations thoroughly before submitting your research paper. Check for:

Correct spelling of author names.

Accurate titles of works.

Correct publication dates and page numbers.

Consistency in punctuation and capitalization.

Correct placement of superscript numbers or parenthetical citations.

Completeness of all required information for each source type.

Reading your citations aloud can sometimes help catch errors you might otherwise
overlook.

When in Doubt, Consult the Manual

The Chicago Manual of Style is an extensive and authoritative guide. While this article
provides a solid overview, it cannot cover every single scenario or edge case. For
definitive guidance on specific citation requirements, particularly for less common source
types or complex situations, always refer to the latest edition of The Chicago Manual of
Style or A Student's Manual for Chicago-Style Citation (also known as Turabian). Many
university libraries provide access to these resources, and online versions are also
available.

---

Q: What is the primary difference between the Notes-
Bibliography and Author-Date systems in Chicago style?
A: The primary difference lies in how citations are presented within the text. The Notes-
Bibliography system uses numbered footnotes or endnotes, while the Author-Date system
uses parenthetical citations with the author's last name and the year of publication.



Q: Can I mix and match elements from both Chicago
style citation systems in my research paper?
A: No, you should not mix and match. You must choose either the Notes-Bibliography
system or the Author-Date system and use it consistently throughout your entire research
paper.

Q: How do I cite an article I found online that has no
author listed?
A: For online articles with no author in the Notes-Bibliography system, start the
footnote/endnote with the title of the article in quotation marks, followed by the website
name (italicized), publication date (if available), and access date and URL. In the Author-
Date system, you would typically use the first few words of the title as the author in the
parenthetical citation and reference list, or the name of the organization if it's clearly the
publisher.

Q: What is the purpose of the bibliography versus the
reference list in Chicago style?
A: Both serve to list the sources cited. The bibliography, used with the Notes-Bibliography
system, includes all sources cited and sometimes those consulted but not directly cited,
offering detailed notes. The reference list, used with the Author-Date system, is a
comprehensive list of every source cited in the text, allowing readers to quickly locate
them using the in-text citations.

Q: Do I need to include page numbers in my Chicago
style citations if I'm paraphrasing?
A: In the Notes-Bibliography system, page numbers are generally not required for
paraphrased material in footnotes/endnotes unless you are referencing a very specific idea
that could be difficult to locate. However, for direct quotations, page numbers are
mandatory. In the Author-Date system, page numbers are also typically required for
paraphrased material if the source is lengthy or if the specific idea being referenced needs
precise location.

Q: How should I format the title of a book in Chicago
style citation?
A: Book titles are always italicized in Chicago style, whether in footnotes, endnotes,
bibliographies, or reference lists.



Q: What is 'ibid.' used for in the Notes-Bibliography
system?
A: 'Ibid.' is an abbreviation for the Latin word 'ibidem,' meaning "in the same place." It is
used in footnotes and endnotes to refer to the immediately preceding source. For example,
if your previous note cited a book and the current note refers to the same book but a
different page, you would use "Ibid., [new page number]." If it refers to the exact same
source and page, you would just use "Ibid."
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