
chicago style citation for publishers

The Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS) offers two primary citation systems: notes-bibliography and author-
date. Understanding the nuances of these systems is crucial for academic and professional writing, especially
when citing publishers accurately. This comprehensive guide will delve into the intricacies of Chicago style
citation for publishers, exploring how to format publisher information in both footnotes/endnotes and the
bibliography, and the author-date system. We will cover essential elements like publisher names, locations, and
publication dates, ensuring clarity and adherence to CMOS guidelines for various publication types, including
books, articles, and digital resources. Mastering these details will enhance the credibility and professionalism
of your work, making it easier for readers to locate your sources and verify your research.
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Understanding the Chicago Manual of Style

The Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS) is a widely respected style guide used in many academic disciplines,
particularly in the humanities and social sciences. It provides comprehensive guidelines for manuscript
preparation, citation, and overall writing style. CMOS is known for its flexibility, offering two distinct
citation systems to accommodate different scholarly needs: the notes-bibliography system and the author-
date system. Each system has its own conventions for presenting source information, including how publisher
details are handled.

The core purpose of any citation system is to give credit to original sources, allow readers to locate those
sources, and maintain academic integrity. CMOS excels in providing clear and consistent rules for achieving
these goals. When engaging with Chicago style citation for publishers, it's important to recognize that the
context of the publication and the chosen citation system significantly influence the formatting requirements.

Chicago Style Citation for Publishers: The Notes-Bibliography
System

The notes-bibliography system, one of the two primary systems within CMOS, utilizes footnotes or endnotes
to cite sources within the text. A corresponding bibliography, listing all cited works, appears at the end of the
document. This system is favored in fields like history, literature, and art history. For publishers, this system
requires careful attention to detail in both the in-text notes and the final bibliography entry.



Formatting Publisher Information in Footnotes and Endnotes

In footnotes and endnotes, publisher information is typically presented in a more condensed form compared to
the bibliography. For books, the standard format in a first-time note generally includes the author's name, the
title of the book (italicized), and then the place of publication, publisher name, and year of publication,
separated by commas. Subsequent notes for the same source are usually shortened to a brief author-title
citation and page number.

For example, a first footnote might appear as:

1. Michael Pollan, The Omnivore's Dilemma: A Natural History of Four Meals (New York: Penguin Press,
2006), 99.

The publisher's name is presented in its full, official form. When citing multiple publishers for a work, as
sometimes occurs with reprints or specific editions, CMOS provides guidelines for which publisher to prioritize,
often the one associated with the edition you are using.

Formatting Publisher Information in the Bibliography

The bibliography, found at the end of the work, provides a complete list of all sources cited. For books in the
notes-bibliography system, the publisher information is presented more prominently and in a slightly different
order than in the first note. The author's name (last name first), followed by the title (italicized), is then
followed by the place of publication, the publisher's name, and the year of publication. The publisher's name
should be presented clearly.

A typical bibliography entry for a book would look like this:

Pollan, Michael. The Omnivore's Dilemma: A Natural History of Four Meals. New York: Penguin Press,
2006.

It's important to note that CMOS suggests omitting the publisher's name for very well-known or obscure
books that are unlikely to be confused with others. However, for most academic purposes, including the
publisher is standard practice. The location of publication is also a key component, indicating the city where
the publisher is based. If multiple cities are listed, CMOS advises using the first one mentioned.

Chicago Style Citation for Publishers: The Author-Date System

The author-date system, the second primary citation method in CMOS, uses parenthetical citations within the
text that include the author's last name, the year of publication, and often a page number. This system is
common in the sciences and social sciences and is generally more concise within the body of the text. A reference
list, similar to a bibliography but usually in alphabetical order by author's last name, appears at the end of
the work.

Publisher Information in the Author-Date System



In the author-date system, the publisher's name plays a crucial role in the reference list entries. The format is
generally Author's Last Name, First Name. Title of Book. City of Publication: Publisher Name, Year.

For instance, a reference list entry for a book would be structured as follows:

Pollan, Michael. 2006. The Omnivore's Dilemma: A Natural History of Four Meals. New York: Penguin
Press.

Note the placement of the publication year immediately after the author's name. The publisher's name remains a
distinct element, clearly indicating the entity responsible for the publication. Similar to the notes-bibliography
system, the location of publication is also included. The emphasis here is on providing enough information for
the reader to quickly identify and locate the source, with the publisher's identity being a significant identifier.

Specific Publication Types and Publisher Citations

The way publisher information is presented can vary depending on the type of source being cited. CMOS provides
specific guidelines for different publication formats to ensure consistency and clarity.

Books

As demonstrated above, for standard books, the publisher's name, city, and year are integral parts of the
citation in both systems. The full name of the publishing house should be used. For example, instead of "Penguin,"
use "Penguin Press" if that is the official name.

Edited Volumes

When citing an entire edited volume, the publisher information follows the same format as a regular book.
However, if you are citing a specific chapter within an edited volume, the citation will include the chapter
author, chapter title, the editor(s), the title of the edited volume, and then the publisher, place, and year.

An example for a chapter in an edited volume using the notes-bibliography system:

Author of Chapter, "Title of Chapter," in Title of Edited Volume, ed. Editor's Name(s) (Place of
Publication: Publisher Name, Year), page number.

And for the bibliography entry:

Author of Chapter, Last Name, First Name. "Title of Chapter." In Title of Edited Volume, edited by
Editor's Name(s), page range of chapter. Place of Publication: Publisher Name, Year.

Journal Articles



When citing journal articles, publisher information is generally not included in the citation itself, as journals
are typically published by academic institutions or professional organizations, and the focus is on the journal
title, volume, issue, and page numbers. However, if the journal is published by a distinct publishing house, it might
be mentioned in specific contexts, but it's not a standard requirement for typical journal article citations in
either CMOS system.

Chapters in Edited Books

As detailed under "Edited Volumes," citing a chapter requires attributing it to the chapter author and then
providing information about the larger edited work, which includes the editor(s), the title of the edited book,
and crucially, the publisher, place of publication, and year.

Websites and Online Resources

Citing online resources can be more complex. For websites that have a clear publisher or sponsoring
organization, this information should be included. The format often involves the author (if known), title of the
specific page or document, the name of the website (often italicized), and the date of publication or last update.
A URL and the date of access are also typically required. While not a traditional publisher in the book sense,
the entity responsible for maintaining the website functions similarly.

Example for a webpage:

Author Last Name, First Name. "Title of Webpage." Name of Website. Last Modified Date. Accessed Month
Day, Year. https://www.example.com.

In cases where no explicit publisher is identified, CMOS suggests indicating "n.p." (no publisher) for the publisher
and "n.d." (no date) for the publication date, though this should be a last resort and thoroughly researched
beforehand.

Common Pitfalls in Citing Publishers

One of the most frequent errors in Chicago style citation for publishers is the incorrect or incomplete naming
of the publisher. It's essential to use the full, official name of the publishing house as it appears on the title
page or copyright page of the work. Abbreviating publisher names unless explicitly instructed by CMOS can
lead to inaccuracies.

Another common mistake is omitting the publisher altogether when it is required. While CMOS does offer some
exceptions for very well-known works or in specific contexts, for most academic writing, the publisher is a
vital piece of source identification. Ensure you are following the rules for your specific publication type.

Incorrect placement of publisher information within the citation is also a recurring issue. Adhering to the
specific order of elements required for footnotes, endnotes, bibliography entries, or reference list entries is
paramount for maintaining consistency and clarity. Paying close attention to commas, periods, and italics as
dictated by the style guide prevents common errors.

Finally, the choice between "n.p." and "no publisher" or "n.d." and "no date" should be carefully considered.
These abbreviations are only to be used when such information is genuinely unavailable after diligent research,



not as a shortcut.

By understanding these common pitfalls and diligently following the guidelines for Chicago style citation for
publishers, writers can ensure their citations are accurate, professional, and contribute effectively to the
overall credibility of their work.

FAQ Section

Q: What is the primary difference between the notes-bibliography and
author-date systems in Chicago style when it comes to citing publishers?
A: In the notes-bibliography system, publisher information (city, name, and year) appears in full in the
bibliography and in a condensed form in the first footnote or endnote. In the author-date system, the publication
year immediately follows the author's name in the reference list, and the publisher's information (city and name)
follows the title.

Q: Should I always include the publisher's full name and location in Chicago
style citations for books?
A: Generally, yes. For most academic and professional writing using the Chicago Manual of Style, it is
recommended to include the full name of the publisher and the city of publication for books. However, CMOS
does allow for omitting the publisher for certain rare or extremely well-known works where confusion is
unlikely.

Q: How do I cite a publisher if a book has multiple publication locations
listed?
A: If a book lists multiple cities of publication, Chicago style advises you to use the first city listed. This
provides a consistent approach for readers trying to locate the source.

Q: What should I do if a publisher's name is unclear or abbreviated on the
title page?
A: If the publisher's name is unclear or abbreviated, you should consult the copyright page for the full, official
name. If you still cannot determine the complete name, research the publishing house online to find its official
designation. Always strive for the most accurate and complete publisher information.

Q: Are there specific rules for citing online publishers in Chicago style?
A: Yes, for online resources, if an organization or entity functions as the publisher or host of a website, its
name should be included in the citation, often after the title of the specific page or document and before the URL.
The same principles of clear identification apply.

Q: When is it acceptable to use "n.p." for publisher in Chicago style?
A: "n.p." stands for "no publisher." It is only to be used when the publisher information is genuinely unavailable
after a diligent effort to find it, such as in very old or obscure publications where such details were not
consistently recorded or have been lost to time.



Q: Does Chicago style require the publisher's location for journal articles?
A: Typically, no. Journal articles are usually cited with the journal title, volume, issue, and page numbers.
Publisher information is generally not included unless the journal is published by a very specific entity that is
relevant to the citation context, which is uncommon for standard academic journals.

Q: How do I format the publisher's name when citing a company that also
publishes under different imprints?
A: Use the name of the specific imprint under which the work was published. For example, if a book is published by
"Routledge," that is the imprint to use, rather than a parent company name, unless the parent company is also
designated as the publisher.
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