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Chicago Style Citation Examples: Website Page Citation

chicago style citation examples website page citation are crucial for academic integrity and for allowing
readers to trace your sources. In the digital age, a significant portion of research draws from online
resources, making the proper formatting of website citations in Chicago style a fundamental skill for students
and scholars alike. This comprehensive guide will break down the intricacies of citing webpages, covering both
the Notes-Bibliography and Author-Date systems, and providing clear, actionable examples. We will explore
the essential components of a website citation, common challenges, and best practices to ensure your
bibliographies are accurate and effective. Understanding these nuances will not only prevent plagiarism but
also enhance the credibility of your work.
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Understanding Chicago Style Website Citations

Chicago style, developed by the University of Chicago Press, offers two primary citation systems: the Notes-
Bibliography system and the Author-Date system. Both are widely accepted in various academic fields, but their
application to online sources, particularly website pages, requires careful attention to detail. The core
principle remains the same: provide enough information for your reader to locate the original source with ease.

When citing a website page, the goal is to identify the author (if any), the title of the specific page, the name of
the website, the publication or last updated date, and the URL. The exact order and formatting depend on the
chosen Chicago style system and whether the citation appears in a footnote/endnote or in the bibliography.

Key Components of a Website Citation

Regardless of the specific Chicago style system you employ, certain core elements are generally necessary for
a comprehensive website citation. Identifying these components accurately is the first step towards proper
formatting.

Author or Creator

This is typically the individual or organization responsible for the content. If no specific author is listed, you
will often use the name of the organization that published the page. In cases where neither is available, you may
proceed without an author, but this is less common for reputable sources.

Title of the Specific Page

This is the title of the individual webpage you are referencing, usually found in the browser tab or at the top
of the page content. It should be enclosed in quotation marks if using the Notes-Bibliography system or
italicized if it functions as a standalone work within the Author-Date system (though for individual pages
within a larger website, quotation marks are more common in both).



Name of the Website

This refers to the overarching publication or organization hosting the page. It is typically italicized as it
represents a larger work. For example, if you are citing an article on Wikipedia, the website name would be
"Wikipedia."

Publication or Last Updated Date

This is crucial for establishing the timeliness and currency of the information. Look for a "last updated" date,
a publication date, or a copyright date associated with the content. If no date is available, you may use "n.d."
(no date).

URL and Access Date

The Uniform Resource Locator (URL) is the web address of the page. In Chicago style, it is standard practice
to include the full URL. Additionally, you should include the date you accessed the page. This is important
because web content can change or disappear without notice, and the access date helps readers understand
when the information was current for you.

Chicago Style: Notes-Bibliography System for Websites

The Notes-Bibliography system uses footnotes or endnotes to cite sources within the text, and a
comprehensive bibliography at the end of the work. The format for website citations differs slightly between the
note and the bibliography entry.

Notes Format

In a footnote or endnote, the citation typically includes the author's name (first name first), the title of the
specific page in quotation marks, the name of the website in italics, the publication date, and the URL with the
access date.

Example of a Note:

1. Jane Doe, "The Future of Artificial Intelligence," Tech Today, October 26, 2023,
https://www.tech-today.com/articles/ai-future.

If no author is listed, you would start with the title of the page:

2. "Understanding Climate Change Impacts," Global Environmental Watch, November 15, 2023,
https://www.global-env-watch.org/climate/impacts.

Bibliography Format

The bibliography entry is similar but uses the author's last name first, and the publication date follows the
website name. The URL and access date are also included at the end.

Example of a Bibliography Entry:

Doe, Jane. "The Future of Artificial Intelligence." Tech Today, October 26, 2023.
https://www.tech-today.com/articles/ai-future.

If no author is listed:

"Understanding Climate Change Impacts." Global Environmental Watch, November 15, 2023.
https://www.global-env-watch.org/climate/impacts.



Chicago Style: Author-Date System for Websites

The Author-Date system replaces notes with parenthetical in-text citations, typically including the author's
last name and the year of publication. A corresponding reference list at the end of the work provides full
bibliographic details.

In-Text Citation Format

The in-text citation for a website page usually includes the author's last name and the year of publication. If
no author is available, you might use a shortened version of the title.

Example of an In-Text Citation:

(Doe 2023)

Or, if no author:

("Understanding Climate Change" 2023)

Reference List Format

The reference list entry is more detailed. It includes the author's last name first, followed by their first name,
the year of publication in parentheses, the title of the specific page in quotation marks, the name of the website
in italics, and the URL. While the access date is not always required in Author-Date for websites, it is good
practice to include it, especially for sources that are likely to change.

Example of a Reference List Entry:

Doe, Jane. 2023. "The Future of Artificial Intelligence." Tech Today. October 26, 2023.
https://www.tech-today.com/articles/ai-future.

If no author is listed:

"Understanding Climate Change Impacts." 2023. Global Environmental Watch. November 15, 2023.
https://www.global-env-watch.org/climate/impacts.

Specific Website Citation Scenarios

While the general rules are clear, certain situations require specific attention when citing website pages in
Chicago style.

Websites with No Author

When a webpage lacks a named author, the next logical entity to use is the name of the organization or website
that published the content. If the organization name is also the name of the website, you can use it for both the
author and the website name, ensuring clarity.

Websites with Corporate Authors

Many official reports, press releases, or informational pages are published by corporations or government
agencies. In these cases, the corporate name functions as the author. Ensure you use the full, official name of
the organization.

Pages Within Larger Websites

When citing a specific page from a larger website (e.g., an article from a news site or a specific entry on an
encyclopedia), you need to clearly distinguish the individual page title from the name of the overarching
website. The structure of including the specific page title followed by the website name in italics is key.



Pages with No Publication Date

If a webpage has no discernible publication or last updated date, you should use "n.d." (no date) in place of the
date. However, always make an effort to find some form of date, even a copyright date, as it adds valuable
context to the source.

When to Cite a Website Page

The decision to cite a website page hinges on whether you are using information from that source to support
your arguments or inform your readers. This includes direct quotations, paraphrased ideas, statistics, or any
factual information that is not common knowledge and originates from the online source.

Direct quotes from the website.

Paraphrased ideas or summaries of information found on the website.

Specific data, statistics, or factual claims presented on the website.

Images, videos, or other media obtained from the website.

When referencing an author's or organization's opinion or argument found on the website.

Failing to cite any of these instances constitutes plagiarism, a serious academic offense. Accurate citation
ensures you give credit where it is due and allows your readers to explore the sources you consulted.

Best Practices for Website Citations

Adhering to best practices ensures your citations are not only correct but also contribute to the overall
professionalism and credibility of your work.

Be Consistent: Whichever Chicago style system you choose (Notes-Bibliography or Author-Date), stick
with it throughout your entire paper.

Be Accurate: Double-check all details—author names, titles, dates, and URLs—against the original
source.

Be Complete: Include all necessary elements for a citation. Missing information can make it difficult or
impossible for your reader to find the source.

Use Reliable Sources: Prioritize reputable websites for your research. Be critical of the information and
the source's authority.

Check for Updates: Citation styles, especially for online sources, can evolve. Consult the latest
edition of The Chicago Manual of Style or your instructor's guidelines.

Frequently Asked Questions



Q: What is the primary difference between citing a website page in Chicago
Notes-Bibliography versus Author-Date style?
A: The main difference lies in how the information is presented within the text. The Notes-Bibliography system
uses footnotes or endnotes for citations within the body of the paper, while the Author-Date system uses
parenthetical in-text citations (e.g., (Author Year)). Both systems require a full bibliography or reference list
at the end.

Q: How do I cite a website page if there is no author listed?
A: If no individual author is credited, use the name of the organization, corporation, or website that published
the content as the author. If the organization's name is the same as the website's name, list it once as the
author.

Q: Should I include the date I accessed a website page in my Chicago style
citation?
A: Yes, it is highly recommended to include the access date for website pages in Chicago style, particularly in
the Notes-Bibliography system and for reference list entries in the Author-Date system. This is because web
content can change or be removed, and the access date indicates when the information was available to you.

Q: What if a website page has been updated multiple times? Which date
should I use?
A: Use the most recent publication or last updated date available on the page. If multiple dates are present,
prioritize the one closest to the specific content you are referencing. If no specific date is found, use "n.d." (no
date).

Q: How do I cite a PDF document found on a website in Chicago style?
A: Treat a PDF on a website much like any other webpage. Include the author (if any), title of the PDF (often
treated as the page title), website name, publication/last updated date, and the URL. You may also need to
include page numbers if you are quoting directly from the PDF.

Q: Is it necessary to italicize the website name in Chicago style citations for
webpages?
A: Yes, the name of the overarching website is typically italicized in Chicago style citations, whether in the
Notes-Bibliography or Author-Date system. This distinguishes it as a larger publication or container.

Q: What is the format for citing an online encyclopedia entry in Chicago
style?
A: For an online encyclopedia entry (like Wikipedia), you would cite the author of the entry (if one is credited,
otherwise the encyclopedia's name as author), the title of the entry in quotation marks, the name of the
encyclopedia in italics, and the publication or last updated date, followed by the URL and access date.
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