
chicago style citation examples social
media
The Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS) citation system is a widely respected and
comprehensive guide for academic and professional writing, offering detailed instructions
for referencing a vast array of sources. When it comes to citing contemporary and rapidly
evolving digital content, such as that found on social media platforms, the application of
Chicago style can present unique challenges. This article aims to demystify the process of
providing accurate and effective chicago style citation examples social media content,
covering various platforms and scenarios. We will explore the fundamental principles of
citing social media posts, delve into specific examples for platforms like Twitter, Facebook,
Instagram, and YouTube, and discuss important considerations for ensuring the integrity
and accessibility of your citations.
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Understanding Chicago Style for Digital Sources

The Chicago Manual of Style, in its 17th edition, has adapted to the digital age by providing
guidance on citing a wide range of online materials. While traditional academic sources like
books and journal articles have well-established citation formats, the dynamic nature of
social media requires a flexible yet rigorous approach. The core principle remains to
provide enough information for your reader to locate the original source, ensuring
transparency and academic integrity. This involves identifying key components that clearly
distinguish the post, its author, and its platform.

When engaging with social media as a source, it is crucial to remember that the primary
goal of any citation is traceability. This means that even though the content might seem
informal or ephemeral, the citation must adhere to the structured guidelines of Chicago
style. This approach helps bridge the gap between informal digital communication and
formal academic discourse. The evolution of Chicago style reflects an ongoing effort to
incorporate new forms of media into its established framework, making it a versatile tool for
researchers across disciplines.



Key Elements of a Chicago Style Social Media
Citation

Regardless of the specific social media platform, several essential pieces of information are
typically required to construct a robust Chicago style citation. These elements work
together to create a clear and unambiguous reference point for your readers. Missing any
of these can hinder a reader's ability to find the source, thereby undermining the citation's
effectiveness.

The fundamental components that form the backbone of most Chicago style social media
citations include the author or creator, the specific content of the post (or a description if
the content is visual), the date of the post, the name of the platform, and the URL. In some
cases, additional details like the username or account name, and the exact time of posting
might be necessary for greater specificity, especially for highly active accounts or rapidly
changing feeds. Understanding these core elements is the first step toward mastering
social media citations.

Author or Creator Identification

Identifying the author or creator is paramount. For social media, this typically refers to the
individual, organization, or entity that published the post. In Chicago style, you generally
use the full name of the individual if available, or the official name of the organization. If
only a username or handle is readily apparent, it can also be included, often preceded by
an at symbol (@) to denote it as a social media identifier. Consistency in how you present
this information is key.

Date of Publication

The date the social media content was posted is crucial for contextualizing the information.
Social media feeds are constantly updated, so precise dating helps readers understand
when the information was current or relevant. Chicago style generally prefers the full date,
including the month, day, and year. For social media, this often means extracting the date
directly from the platform's display of the post.

Title or Description of the Content

Since social media posts often lack formal titles, you will need to provide a descriptive
element that accurately represents the content. For text-based posts, you might quote the
beginning of the post or summarize its key message. For visual content like images or
videos, a brief description of what is depicted is necessary. This descriptive element helps
the reader quickly ascertain the nature of the source.



Platform and Specific URL

Clearly stating the name of the social media platform (e.g., Twitter, Facebook, Instagram) is
essential. More importantly, a direct and permanent URL (Uniform Resource Locator) to the
specific post is required. This URL acts as the direct gateway for your readers to access the
exact content you are referencing. Ensure the URL is active and points to the intended post.

Chicago Style Citation Examples: Twitter (X)

Twitter, now known as X, presents a unique challenge due to its character limits and the
rapid flow of information. Chicago style citation for tweets requires careful attention to
detail to capture the essence of the tweet and its origin.

In-Text Citation for Twitter (X)

In the text of your paper, you would typically refer to the author and the date of the tweet.
For example: (Author Year) or (Author @handle Year). If the author is clear from the
sentence, you might only need the date and handle.

Full Citation for Twitter (X) in Notes-Bibliography
System

When using the Notes-Bibliography system, the footnote or endnote would contain the
author's name, the full text of the tweet (or a descriptive summary if it's too long), the
platform name, the date of posting, and the URL.

Example Note: 1. Barack Obama (@BarackObama), "New report shows a steady rise
in renewable energy investments. This is the progress we need," Twitter, November
15, 2023, https://twitter.com/BarackObama/status/1234567890123456789.

Full Citation for Twitter (X) in Author-Date System

In the Author-Date system, the in-text citation would be (Author @handle Year). The
corresponding reference list entry would include the author's name, the full text of the
tweet (or summary), the platform name, the date of posting, and the URL.

Example Reference List Entry: Obama, Barack (@BarackObama). "New report
shows a steady rise in renewable energy investments. This is the progress we need."



Twitter, November 15, 2023.
https://twitter.com/BarackObama/status/1234567890123456789.

Considerations for Retweets and Quotes

When citing a retweet or a quoted tweet, make it clear. For a retweet, you might note that
the original author's tweet was retweeted by another user. For a quoted tweet, cite the
original tweet and then indicate that it was quoted by another user, providing their details.

Chicago Style Citation Examples: Facebook

Facebook posts, often longer and more varied than tweets, require a slightly different
approach to citation, but the core principles remain the same. The focus is on clearly
identifying the author, the content, and its location.

In-Text Citation for Facebook

Similar to Twitter, in-text citations for Facebook posts usually include the author's name
and the date of the post. For example: (Author's Last Name Year) or (Organization Name
Year).

Full Citation for Facebook in Notes-Bibliography System

The note should include the author's full name (or organization name), the content of the
post (or a descriptive summary), the platform name, the date of posting, and the URL. If the
post is from a public page, you can often link directly to it. If it is from a private profile and
accessible to you, ensure you have permission to cite it in a public work.

Example Note: 1. National Geographic, "Scientists have discovered a new species of
deep-sea fish with bioluminescent properties, found off the coast of Japan," Facebook,
October 26, 2023,
https://www.facebook.com/NationalGeographic/posts/pfbid02w7rXqj7y5mK8zZ6sVd1sJ
8nL8v5P9hY2mF3p4r6T7U.

Full Citation for Facebook in Author-Date System



The reference list entry for a Facebook post would follow a similar structure to the note, but
in the inverted format for author names and with a period after the author's name.

Example Reference List Entry: National Geographic. "Scientists have discovered a
new species of deep-sea fish with bioluminescent properties, found off the coast of
Japan." Facebook, October 26, 2023.
https://www.facebook.com/NationalGeographic/posts/pfbid02w7rXqj7y5mK8zZ6sVd1sJ
8nL8v5P9hY2mF3p4r6T7U.

Citing Private vs. Public Facebook Content

It is important to distinguish between public and private Facebook content. Public posts are
generally acceptable to cite. However, posts from private profiles or groups that are not
publicly accessible should be treated with caution. If you are citing private content, you
may need to obtain permission from the post's author and consider whether the
information is appropriate for academic citation.

Chicago Style Citation Examples: Instagram

Instagram, being a visually driven platform, requires citations that acknowledge both the
image or video and any accompanying text. The visual aspect is often as important as the
caption itself.

In-Text Citation for Instagram

In-text citations for Instagram typically refer to the username of the account and the date
of the post. For example: (Username Date) or (User @handle Date).

Full Citation for Instagram in Notes-Bibliography
System

The note will include the username, a description of the image or video, the platform name,
the date it was posted, and the URL. If there is a caption, you can include key parts of it as
part of the description.

Example Note: 1. NASA (@nasa), Photograph of the James Webb Space Telescope
capturing a nebula with vibrant colors. Instagram, December 1, 2023,
https://www.instagram.com/p/C0W7X9nJ9vV/.



Full Citation for Instagram in Author-Date System

The reference list entry will mirror the note's structure but in the standard inverted format
for author names.

Example Reference List Entry: NASA (@nasa). Photograph of the James Webb
Space Telescope capturing a nebula with vibrant colors. Instagram, December 1,
2023. https://www.instagram.com/p/C0W7X9nJ9vV/.

Describing Visual Content

When describing visual content, be concise and accurate. Focus on what is directly depicted
in the image or video that is relevant to your research. If the caption provides critical
context, include it or a summary of it within your description.

Chicago Style Citation Examples: YouTube

YouTube videos are common sources for lectures, documentaries, interviews, and user-
generated content. Citing them involves identifying the uploader, the title of the video, and
its specific URL.

In-Text Citation for YouTube

In-text citations for YouTube videos typically include the uploader's name or channel name
and the year the video was uploaded. For example: (Uploader Name Year) or (Channel
Name Year).

Full Citation for YouTube in Notes-Bibliography System

The note should include the uploader's name (or channel name), the title of the video, the
platform name, the date of upload, and the URL. If the video is part of a larger series, you
may want to include that information.

Example Note: 1. CrashCourse, "The Industrial Revolution: Crash Course World
History 32," YouTube video, May 31, 2012,
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zhL5U440l70.



Full Citation for YouTube in Author-Date System

The reference list entry for a YouTube video follows a similar pattern to the note, with the
uploader's name inverted and a period after the name.

Example Reference List Entry: CrashCourse. "The Industrial Revolution: Crash
Course World History 32." YouTube video, May 31, 2012.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zhL5U440l70.

Timestamp for Specific Moments

If you are referencing a specific moment or segment within a longer YouTube video, it is
best practice to include a timestamp in your citation. This allows your reader to pinpoint the
exact part of the video you are discussing.

Example Note with Timestamp: 1. CrashCourse, "The Industrial Revolution: Crash
Course World History 32," YouTube video, May 31, 2012, 4:15,
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zhL5U440l70.

Citing Other Social Media Platforms and Content
Types

Beyond the major platforms, many other social media sites and forms of digital content
exist. Chicago style offers flexibility, but the principle of providing complete and traceable
information remains constant.

Blogs and Microblogs

For blog posts that are part of a larger social media presence (e.g., Tumblr, Medium), the
citation format will closely resemble that of a standard blog post, including the author, title,
blog name, date, and URL. For microblogging platforms other than Twitter, adapt the core
elements as needed.

Live Streams and Stories

Citing ephemeral content like live streams or stories can be challenging as they may
disappear. If you can capture a stable link or a recording, cite it as such. If not, and the



content is crucial, you may need to describe the event and its context, noting its transient
nature.

Comments and Replies

Citing comments or replies can be done by identifying the commenter, the parent post
being replied to, the platform, the date, and the URL of the comment thread if available.
Treat these similarly to other social media posts, ensuring clarity about what is being cited.

Best Practices for Citing Social Media in Chicago
Style

To ensure your citations are accurate, useful, and adhere to Chicago style principles, follow
these best practices. Consistency and clarity are your guiding principles.

Always verify the URL: Ensure the link you provide is active and leads directly to
the intended content. Broken links render your citation useless.

Be consistent with author identification: Use the same format for author names
or handles throughout your work.

Accurately describe the content: Whether it's a quote, a summary, or a
description of an image, make sure it reflects the source faithfully.

Note the platform clearly: Explicitly state the social media platform used for the
source.

Use timestamps when relevant: For videos or long audio files, timestamps are
essential for pinpointing specific information.

Consider the accessibility of the source: If a post is from a private account or
group, think carefully about whether it can be cited in a public work and obtain
permission if necessary.

When in doubt, consult the latest edition of The Chicago Manual of Style:
Digital citation practices are constantly evolving, and the CMOS is the authoritative
source for guidance.

By adhering to these guidelines, you can effectively integrate social media into your
academic work, providing your readers with the necessary tools to explore your sources.
This diligent approach to citation enhances the credibility and transparency of your
research, allowing for thorough verification and further exploration by your audience.



FAQ Section

Q: How do I cite a tweet (now X post) if the author's full
name isn't readily available?
A: If the author's full name isn't provided, use their username or handle as the primary
identifier. For example, you would use "@username" in your citation, often within
parentheses, or as part of the author's identification in the full citation.

Q: What is the best way to cite a deleted social media
post?
A: If a social media post has been deleted and you cannot access it via a cached version or
an archive, you generally cannot cite it. The fundamental principle of citation is that the
source must be accessible to the reader. If the content was crucial and you have evidence
of its existence (e.g., a screenshot), you might reference the screenshot and explain the
situation, but this should be done sparingly and with caution.

Q: How do I cite a Facebook comment or reply?
A: To cite a Facebook comment, identify the commenter by name or username, mention
the context (e.g., "comment on [original post title/description]"), the platform (Facebook),
the date, and the URL to the comment thread if possible. For example: Jane Doe, comment
on "Article Title," Facebook, October 27, 2023, https://www.facebook.com/....

Q: Is it acceptable to cite content from private social
media accounts?
A: Citing content from private social media accounts is generally discouraged in academic
writing because it is not accessible to your readers. If the information is absolutely critical
and you have obtained explicit permission from the account holder to cite it, you may do
so, but you should clearly indicate that it is from a private source and that permission has
been granted.

Q: What if a social media post contains a lot of text?
How much should I include in the citation?
A: For lengthy text-based social media posts, you can either quote the first few significant
words or phrases followed by an ellipsis (...) to indicate continuation, or provide a concise
descriptive summary of the post's content. The goal is to give the reader a clear idea of
what the post is about without reproducing the entire text in the citation itself.



Q: How do I cite an Instagram Reel or Story?
A: For Instagram Reels or Stories, cite them similarly to regular Instagram posts. Include the
username, a description of the Reel or Story (e.g., "Video of a concert rehearsal," "Image
series documenting a product launch"), the platform (Instagram), the date it was posted,
and the URL if a permanent link is available. For Stories, which are ephemeral, note the
date they were accessed if a permanent URL is not feasible.

Q: Do I need to include the exact time a social media
post was made?
A: The Chicago Manual of Style generally recommends including the full date (month, day,
year) for social media posts. Including the exact time is usually not required unless it is
crucial for disambiguation or historical accuracy. However, if the platform displays the time
prominently and it adds significant context, you may choose to include it.

Q: How do I cite a live stream on a platform like Twitch
or YouTube Live?
A: For a live stream, cite it by the streamer's name or channel, the title of the stream (if
any), the platform (e.g., Twitch, YouTube Live), the date of the stream, and the URL to the
archived stream if available. If it was only broadcast live without an archive, you would note
that. For example: StreamerName, "Title of Live Stream," Twitch, October 28, 2023,
https://www.twitch.tv/....
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