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Chicago Style Citation Examples: Newspaper Article
Online Citation Mastery

chicago style citation examples newspaper article online citation are crucial for academic integrity and clear
communication. When citing online newspaper articles, adhering to the Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS)
ensures your work is credible and your sources are easily verifiable by your readers. This guide will delve
deep into the intricacies of creating accurate Chicago style citations for online newspaper articles, covering
both footnote/endnote and author-date systems. We will explore the essential components of a citation,
common pitfalls to avoid, and provide specific examples for various scenarios, making your citation process
seamless and precise. Understanding these guidelines is paramount for students, researchers, and anyone

who needs to properly attribute information found in digital newspapers.
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Understanding the Core Components of Chicago Style Citations



for Online Newspapers

Properly citing an online newspaper article in Chicago style hinges on accurately identifying and
presenting several key pieces of information. Whether you are using the notes-bibliography system
(footnotes/endnotes) or the author-date system, certain elements are fundamental. These components work
together to provide your reader with all the necessary details to locate the original source. For online
newspaper articles, the emphasis shifts slightly from print counterparts, requiring specific digital

identifiers.

The core elements generally include the author's name (if available), the title of the article, the name of the
newspaper, the publication date, and crucially for online sources, the URL or DOL. If the article is behind a
paywall or has a stable permalink, that is preferred over a general website URL. Understanding the

hierarchy and order of these components is vital for consistent and correct citation.

Author's Name and Article Title

The author's name is typically presented as Last Name, First Name in footnotes/endnotes for the first
mention, and First Name Last Name in subsequent mentions and in the bibliography/reference list. In the
author-date system, it's consistently Last Name, First Name in the reference list. If no author is listed, you

begin with the title of the article.

The title of the article should be enclosed in quotation marks. It's important to capture the exact title as it
appears in the online publication. Pay attention to capitalization rules specific to Chicago style, which
generally involves capitalizing the first word, last word, and all principal words in titles, but not articles,
prepositions, or conjunctions unless they are the first or last word. For example, "The City Council Debates

New Zoning Laws" is correct.

Newspaper Name and Publication Date

The name of the newspaper should be italicized. For example, The New York Times or The Chicago
Tribune. Ensure you are using the official name of the publication. The publication date is essential for
pinpointing the exact source. It should include the day, month, and year. For online articles, the date is

critical as online content can be updated or removed.

When citing online newspaper articles, the date format in footnotes/endnotes usually follows the pattern

Month Day, Year. In the author-date system's reference list, it's typically Year, Month Day.



Location Information: URL or DOI

For online newspaper articles, providing a direct link or a persistent identifier is non-negotiable. The URL
is the most common method. However, it's crucial to use the stable or permanent URL (permalink) if one is
available, as regular URLs can change. This ensures your readers can access the article even if the website

structure is updated.

If the article has a Digital Object Identifier (DOI), this is the preferred method of citation as DOIs are
designed to be permanent links. If neither a permalink nor a DOI is available, use the direct URL. It's also
good practice to include the date you accessed the article, especially if the content might be dynamic or

subject to change.

Chicago Style Footnotes and Endnotes: Citing Online Newspaper
Articles

The notes-bibliography system, commonly used in the humanities, relies on footnotes (at the bottom of the
page) or endnotes (at the end of the document) to cite sources. When citing an online newspaper article in
this system, the format requires careful attention to detail, especially regarding the order of elements and

punctuation.

The first time you cite a specific online newspaper article, you will provide a full citation in your footnote
or endnote. Subsequent citations of the same source will use a shortened form. This system is designed to

keep your text clean while providing comprehensive source information.

First Citation Format

The typical format for the first full citation of an online newspaper article in a footnote or endnote is as

follows:

e First Name Last Name, "Article Title," Newspaper Name, Month Day, Year, URL (or DOI).

For example:

1. Sarah Jenkins, "City Approves New Public Park Initiative," The Daily Herald, June 15, 2023,



https://www.thedailyherald.com/news/park-initiative-2023.

If no author is listed, the citation begins with the article title:

o "Article Title," Newspaper Name, Month Day, Year, URL (or DOI).

For example:

2. "Local Business Sees Surge in Tourism," Metropolitan Times, July 1, 2023,

https://www.metropolitimes.com/tourism-surge-july2023.

Subsequent Citation Format

After the first full citation, subsequent references to the same online newspaper article are shortened. This
makes your notes less repetitive and easier to read. The shortened format typically includes the author's last
name and the article title, along with the page number if applicable (though page numbers are less

common for online articles) and the URL/DOI.

e Last Name, "Article Title," URL (or DOI).

For example:

3. Jenkins, "City Approves New Public Park Initiative,"
https://www .thedailyherald.com/news/park-initiative-2023.

If the article is the only source by that author in your bibliography, you might even shorten it further to
just the Last Name and page number (if applicable) or a brief title. However, for clarity with online articles,

including the title and URL is often best.

Bibliography Entry

While not part of the footnote/endnote itself, the bibliography entry for an online newspaper article



follows a similar, but distinct, format. The author's last name comes first, and the publication date is placed
towards the end. The URL should be preceded by "accessed” with the date of access if the content is likely
to change. However, for most online newspaper articles that are archived with permalinks, an access date is

not strictly required by CMOS.

o Last Name, First Name. "Article Title." Newspaper Name, Month Day, Year. URL (or DOI).

For example:
Jenkins, Sarah. "City Approves New Public Park Initiative." The Daily Herald, June 15, 2023.

https://www .thedailyherald.com/news/park-initiative-2023.

Chicago Style Author-Date: Citing Online Newspaper Articles

The author-date system, prevalent in the sciences and social sciences, uses parenthetical in-text citations and
a reference list at the end of the document. This system offers a more streamlined approach for readers who

need to quickly identify the source of information without referring to extensive footnotes.

When citing online newspaper articles in the author-date system, your in-text citations will be brief,
directing the reader to the full entry in your reference list. Accuracy in both components is paramount for

effective citation.

In-Text Citations

In-text citations in the author-date system consist of the author's last name and the year of publication,
enclosed in parentheses. If the author's name is mentioned in the sentence, only the year is needed in the

parentheses.

e (Last Name Year)

For example:



Recent studies indicate a growing concern about urban development (Jenkins 2023).
If the author's name is part of the sentence:
Jenkins (2023) reported that the city council approved a new public park initiative.

If there is no author, you use a shortened version of the article title and the year:

e (Shortened Title Year)

For example:

The local business community has noted a significant increase in visitor numbers (Local Business 2023).

Reference List Entry

The reference list, appearing at the end of your paper, provides the full details for each source cited in the

text. The format for an online newspaper article is designed to be comprehensive yet concise.

e Last Name, First Name. Year. "Article Title." Newspaper Name, Month Day. URL (or DOI).

For example:

Jenkins, Sarah. 2023. "City Approves New Public Park Initiative." The Daily Herald, June 15.
https://www.thedailyherald.com/news/park-initiative-2023.

If there is no author:

e Year. "Article Title." Newspaper Name, Month Day. URL (or DOI).

For example:



2023. "Local Business Sees Surge in Tourism." Metropolitan Times, July 1.

https://www.metropolitans.com/tourism-surge-july2023.

It is important to note that while CMOS often suggests including the date of access for online sources, for
stable online newspaper articles with clear publication dates and permalinks, it is not always strictly
necessary. However, if the content is subject to frequent updates or if there's a risk of the URL becoming

defunct, including the access date can be beneficial.

Common Challenges and Solutions in Chicago Style Online
Newspaper Citations

Citing online newspaper articles can present unique challenges due to the dynamic nature of the internet
and variations in how online content is presented. Understanding these common issues and their solutions

will help you maintain accuracy and professionalism in your citations.

Missing Author Information

One frequent challenge is encountering online newspaper articles that lack a listed author. Chicago style
provides a clear protocol for this situation. If an article does not have an author's name, you simply begin
the citation with the title of the article. This ensures that the reader can still identify and locate the source

based on its subject matter.

For footnotes/endnotes, this means the title of the article comes first, followed by the newspaper name,

date, and URL. In the author-date system's reference list, the year precedes the article title.

Paywalls and Access Issues

Many online newspaper articles are now behind paywalls, requiring a subscription for access. While
Chicago style generally prioritizes providing the most direct path to the source, it doesn't typically require
you to state that an article is behind a paywall unless it's essential for context. The URL or DOI itself should

lead the reader to the article.

If an article is accessible only through a specific database or archive that might have limited longevity, it
can be helpful to note the database name, though this is not a standard requirement for most online

newspaper articles unless it's a historical document retrieved from a specialized archive.



Dynamic Content and Archiving

Online content can be updated, moved, or even deleted. For newspaper articles, this means the URL might
change, or the content might be altered after it was initially published. While Chicago style prefers

permalinks or DOIs for stability, when these are unavailable, you must rely on the most direct and stable

URL you can find.

Including the date of access is a crucial safeguard for dynamic online content. This tells your reader when
you viewed the article, acknowledging that the information might have changed since your consultation.
However, for permanently archived articles, the date of access is often omitted in favor of the publication
date.

Mobile vs. Desktop URLs

Some news websites provide different URLs for mobile and desktop versions of their articles. It is
generally best practice to cite the URL that is most readily accessible and stable. If you accessed the article
on a desktop, use that URL. If the website consistently redirects mobile users to a specific version, that

might be the one to use. Always prioritize a URL that is likely to remain functional.

Best Practices for Accurate Chicago Style Newspaper Article

Online Citation

To ensure your Chicago style citations for online newspaper articles are consistently accurate and
professional, it's beneficial to adopt a set of best practices. These habits will not only improve the quality of

your work but also save you time and reduce the likelihood of errors.

Consistency is key in any citation style. Whether you are using the notes-bibliography or author-date
system, apply the chosen format uniformly throughout your document. This makes your work easier for

your readers to navigate and understand.

Verify Source Information Meticulously

Before you even begin to format your citation, take the time to meticulously verify all the necessary
information. Double-check the author's name (spelling and order), the exact title of the article (including

capitalization and punctuation), the newspaper's full name, and the publication date. Ensure you have the



correct URL and that it is indeed a stable link (permalink) if available.

Spend a moment to understand the context of the article: is it an opinion piece, a news report, an editorial?

‘While this doesn't directly change the citation format, it informs your understanding and use of the source.

Prioritize Permalinks and DOIs

When citing online newspaper articles, always look for a permalink or a DOIL. These are persistent
identifiers designed to ensure that a link remains stable over time, even if the website's structure changes.
If the article provides a DOI, use that as the primary locator. If a permalink is available, it is the next best

option. These elements significantly enhance the verifiability of your sources for your readers.

If only a standard URL is available, be sure to use the most direct link possible. Avoid using URLs that go

through multiple redirect pages if a cleaner, direct link exists.

Use a Reliable Citation Guide

While this article provides comprehensive examples, always refer to the latest edition of The Chicago
Manual of Style for definitive guidance. Online resources and citation generators can be helpful, but they
are not always perfectly accurate or up-to-date. Developing a good understanding of the manual's principles

will allow you to handle unique citation challenges confidently.

Familiarize yourself with the specific rules for online sources, as they can differ slightly from print sources.
Paying attention to punctuation, italics, and quotation marks is essential for adhering to Chicago style

conventions.

Regularly Review and Update

As you progress through a project, it is good practice to periodically review your citations. Ensure they are
consistent and correctly formatted. If you are working on a long-term project, be aware of any updates to

Chicago style guidelines that might occur.

For online newspaper articles, take an extra moment to check if the URLs you've used are still active
before submitting your work. This proactive approach minimizes the risk of dead links and demonstrates

your commitment to accurate scholarship.



FAQ Section

Q What is the primary difference between citing a print newspaper
article and an online newspaper article in Chicago style?

A: The primary difference lies in the inclusion of location information. For print articles, you typically
include page numbers. For online newspaper articles, you must include a URL or DOI, and sometimes the

date of access, to allow readers to locate the digital source.

Q When do I need to include the date of access for an online newspaper
article citation in Chicago style?

A: You should include the date of access for online newspaper articles if the content is likely to be dynamic,
subject to change, or if the URL might become defunct over time. For permanently archived articles with

stable permalinks or DOIs, the access date is generally not required in Chicago style.

Q How do I cite an online newspaper article in Chicago style if it has no
author?

A: If an online newspaper article has no author listed, you begin the citation with the title of the article. In
the notes-bibliography system (footnotes/endnotes), this would be the first element in the note. In the
author-date system, the shortened title replaces the author's name in the parenthetical in-text citation and

at the beginning of the reference list entry.

Q: Should I use the URL or a permalink for an online newspaper article
in Chicago style?

A: You should always prioritize using a permalink or a Digital Object Identifier (DOI) if one is available.
Permalinks and DOIs are designed to be stable, long-lasting links that ensure readers can access the source

even if the website's structure changes. If neither is available, use the direct URL to the article.

Q How does the formatting of an online newspaper article citation differ
between the Chicago notes-bibliography system and the author-date
system?

A: In the notes-bibliography system (footnotes/endnotes), the citation begins with the author's first name
followed by their last name, the article title in quotation marks, the newspaper name in italics, the

publication date, and the URL/DOL. In the bibliography, the author's last name comes first. In the author-



date system, the reference list entry starts with the author's last name, followed by the year, then the
article title in quotation marks, the newspaper name in italics, the publication date, and the URL/DOL In-

text citations are parenthetical in the author-date system.

Q What if an online newspaper article is behind a paywall? Do I need to
mention this in my Chicago style citation?

A: Generally, you do not need to explicitly state that an online newspaper article is behind a paywall in
your Chicago style citation. The URL or DOI itself is intended to lead the reader to the source. If the article

is accessible through a subscription service, the reader with access would be able to retrieve it.

Q: Should I include the website name if it's different from the newspaper
name for an online citation?

A: If the online newspaper article is published on a website that is not the official name of the newspaper
(e.g., an article from a local newspaper republished on a larger news aggregator site), you should ideally
cite the original newspaper name. However, if the article is exclusively found on a different domain,

include that website name and URL. The key is to provide the most accurate and traceable information.
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