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The Chicago style citation examples legal document are crucial for legal scholars, practitioners, and

students seeking to adhere to rigorous academic and professional standards. This comprehensive

guide will navigate the intricacies of citing various legal sources according to the Chicago Manual of

Style (CMOS), particularly focusing on its application within legal contexts. We will delve into the

specific formatting requirements for statutes, cases, administrative materials, and secondary legal

sources, ensuring clarity and precision in your legal writing. Understanding these nuances is

paramount for avoiding plagiarism and lending credibility to your arguments. Whether you are drafting

a brief, a law review article, or a scholarly monograph, mastering Chicago style for legal documents

will enhance your work's authority and readability. This article aims to provide clear, actionable

examples and explanations to demystify the process of Chicago-style legal citation.

Table of Contents

Understanding the Basics of Chicago Style for Legal Documents

Citing Primary Legal Sources in Chicago Style

Citing Secondary Legal Sources in Chicago Style

Common Pitfalls in Chicago Style Legal Citation and How to Avoid Them

Advanced Chicago Style Legal Citation Scenarios

Understanding the Basics of Chicago Style for Legal

Documents

Chicago style, most notably detailed in the Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS), offers a distinct

approach to citation compared to other prevalent styles like APA or MLA. For legal documents, the

application of CMOS is often adapted to accommodate the specific nature of legal sources, which

differ significantly from those in humanities or social sciences. The system typically employs a

combination of footnotes and a bibliography, a structure that allows for detailed textual commentary

alongside concise source attribution. When preparing legal documents, it is vital to recognize that while



CMOS provides a foundation, legal scholars and journals may have specific variations or preferences,

often outlined in their own style guides.

The fundamental principle behind Chicago style is to provide readers with sufficient information to

locate the cited source easily. This involves meticulous attention to detail regarding the author, title,

publication information, and pinpoint access points like page numbers or specific sections. In legal

writing, this translates to accurately identifying court, case name, reporter, volume, and specific page

or citation number, as well as for statutes, the title, code, section, and year.

Footnotes vs. Endnotes in Chicago Style for Legal Writing

Chicago style predominantly utilizes footnotes, though endnotes are also acceptable and sometimes

preferred for longer works or specific journal requirements. Footnotes are embedded at the bottom of

the page where the reference occurs, offering immediate context to the reader without disrupting the

main text's flow. Endnotes, conversely, are compiled at the end of a chapter or the entire document.

For legal documents, especially those intended for publication in law reviews or for submission to

courts, footnotes are generally the standard, allowing for embedded commentary and detailed source

information directly related to the statement in the text.

The Importance of Consistency in Legal Citations

Consistency is paramount in any citation style, but it takes on heightened importance in legal

documents. Inconsistent citation practices can undermine the credibility of an argument, lead to

confusion, and, in the most serious cases, be perceived as a lack of diligence. Therefore, once a

specific format is chosen for a particular type of source, it must be applied uniformly throughout the

document. This extends to abbreviations, punctuation, and the order of information presented in both

footnotes and the bibliography.



Citing Primary Legal Sources in Chicago Style

Primary legal sources form the bedrock of legal research and argument. These include judicial

decisions (cases), statutes enacted by legislatures, and regulations or rules promulgated by

administrative agencies. Citing these sources accurately and consistently within Chicago style is a non-

negotiable aspect of legal scholarship.

Citing Court Cases

Citing court cases requires a specific format that includes the case name, the volume and abbreviation

of the reporter in which the case is published, the first page of the case, and the specific page or

section being referenced (the “)$. Additionally, the court that issued the decision and the year of the

decision are essential components. For instance, a footnote citation for a US Supreme Court case

might look like this: Marbury v. Madison, 5 U.S. (1 Cranch) 137, 177 (1803).

When citing state court cases, the reporter system can vary. Many states have their own official

reporters, while others are published in regional reporters. It is crucial to identify the correct reporter

and its standard abbreviation. For example, a case from the California Supreme Court might be cited

as People v. Smith, 4 Cal. 3d 288, 291 (1970). Subsequent citations to the same case often use

shortened forms, typically including the case name and the page number, provided the full citation has

already appeared in a footnote or the bibliography.

Citing Statutes

Statutes are laws enacted by legislative bodies. Their citation format typically includes the title number

(if applicable), the name of the code or compilation, the section number, and the year of the edition or

the year of enactment. For federal statutes, the United States Code (U.S.C.) is the primary reference.

A footnote might appear as: 42 U.S.C. § 1983 (2018). For state statutes, the format will depend on the

specific state's code. For example, a California statute could be cited as Cal. Civ. Code § 1714 (West

2020).



It is important to distinguish between citing a statute as it appears in a codified version and citing the

original session law. Session laws are the statutes as they are initially enacted. When referring to

session laws, one would typically include the public law number or chapter number, the statute at

large, and the year. However, for most legal arguments, referring to the codified version is preferred

for ease of access and clarity.

Citing Administrative Law and Regulations

Administrative law encompasses rules and regulations created by government agencies. These are

typically found in specialized reporters or compilations. For federal regulations, the Code of Federal

Regulations (C.F.R.) is the standard reference. A citation might look like: 29 C.F.R. § 1910.1000

(2021). The year indicated is the year of the volume in which the regulation appears.

Agency decisions, such as those from the National Labor Relations Board (NLRB) or the Securities

and Exchange Commission (SEC), are also primary sources. Their citation formats vary depending on

the specific agency and the reporter they are published in. Generally, it will include the agency name,

the volume and name of the reporter, and the page number. For instance, an NLRB decision might be

cited as XYZ Corp., 300 NLRB 1122 (2015).

Citing Secondary Legal Sources in Chicago Style

Secondary legal sources, while not the law themselves, are crucial for understanding, analyzing, and

advocating legal principles. These include legal treatises, law review articles, encyclopedias, and

books. Their citation in Chicago style follows general CMOS principles but with adaptations for the

legal context.

Citing Law Review Articles

Citing law review articles is common in legal scholarship. The format generally includes the author's



full name, the title of the article (often italicized or in quotation marks, depending on journal style), the

volume number of the journal, the journal's name or abbreviation, and the page number. A footnote

might look like this: Jane Doe, The Future of Privacy in the Digital Age, 78 Geo. L.J. 1501, 1510

(2020). The page number cited is the initial page of the article, and the pinpoint citation refers to the

specific page where the information is found.

Citing Legal Treatises and Books

Legal treatises offer in-depth analysis of specific areas of law. When citing a treatise, include the

author's name, the title of the work (usually italicized), the edition (if not the first), the publisher, the

year of publication, and the specific page number(s). For example: John Smith, Constitutional Law in

the Twenty-First Century § 5.2.3 (2d ed., Oxford Univ. Press 2018).

When citing sections or paragraphs within a treatise, it is often helpful to include the section number if

provided, as this offers a more precise locator than just a page number, especially in works that are

frequently updated or revised. The Chicago Manual of Style allows for flexibility here, encouraging the

most useful locator for the reader.

Citing Legal Encyclopedias and Restatements

Legal encyclopedias, such as American Jurisprudence (Am. Jur.) and Corpus Juris Secundum (C.J.S.),

provide broad overviews of legal topics. Citations typically include the title of the article or topic, the

volume number, the name of the encyclopedia, and the specific section number. For example: 57B

Am. Jur. 2d Negligence § 25 (2019). Restatements of the Law, published by the American Law

Institute, are also frequently cited, usually including the title of the Restatement, the section number,

and sometimes the specific comment or illustration number.



Common Pitfalls in Chicago Style Legal Citation and How to

Avoid Them

While the principles of Chicago style are straightforward, the nuances of legal citation can lead to

frequent errors if not approached with care. Awareness of these common pitfalls can significantly

improve the accuracy and professionalism of legal documents.

Inconsistent Abbreviation Usage

Legal sources often employ standard abbreviations for reporters, court names, and titles of statutes.

Failure to use these abbreviations consistently, or using incorrect ones, is a common mistake. For

example, consistently using "Supreme Court Reporter" instead of "S. Ct." can clutter footnotes. It is

advisable to consult a reliable legal citation manual or the specific journal's style guide for approved

abbreviations.

Pinpoint Citation Errors

Accurate pinpoint citations are critical. This refers to citing the exact page number where the quoted

material or paraphrased idea can be found. Errors can occur by citing only the first page of a case or

article, or by miscalculating the page number. Always double-check that the pinpoint citation directly

corresponds to the material referenced in the text. For statutes and regulations, citing the exact section

is imperative.

Ensure the pinpoint page number accurately reflects the location of the information.

Distinguish between citing the start page of a case/article and the specific page for your point.

Verify the correct section or subsection for statutes and regulations.



Improper Handling of Subsequent Citations

Chicago style, like many others, has specific rules for subsequent citations to the same source. Using

"id." (meaning "the same") is common for directly preceding citations, but its application must be

precise. Overuse or incorrect application of "id.," "supra," or shortened case names can lead to

confusion. Generally, after a full citation, subsequent references can be shortened, but the transition

must be clear and logical.

Failure to Differentiate Between Primary and Secondary Sources

Confusing the citation format for primary and secondary legal sources is another frequent error.

Statutes and case law have very specific formatting requirements that differ from treatises or journal

articles. Always identify whether the source is binding authority (primary) or persuasive commentary

(secondary) and apply the appropriate citation structure accordingly.

Advanced Chicago Style Legal Citation Scenarios

Legal writing often involves complex source types and situations that require a deeper understanding

of Chicago style principles. Navigating these advanced scenarios ensures comprehensive and

accurate citation practices.

Citing Unpublished and Online Legal Sources

The increasing reliance on online legal databases and unpublished judicial opinions presents

challenges for citation. When citing unpublished opinions, include as much identifying information as

possible, such as the court, case name, date, and any case management or docket number. If the

opinion is available online through a specific database or URL, that should be included. For example:

Smith v. Jones, No. 19-CV-1234 (S.D.N.Y. May 15, 2021) (unpublished), available at [URL or



database citation].

Citing International and Foreign Law

Citing international treaties, conventions, or foreign legal documents requires adherence to specialized

conventions. Often, international agreements will have official citations in multiple languages and legal

systems. It is best to follow established guides for international legal citation or the specific

requirements of the journal or court. Generally, these citations will include the title of the agreement, its

location in a treaty series, and the date of adoption or entry into force.

Citing Legislative History

Legislative history, which includes committee reports, hearing transcripts, and floor debates, can be

crucial for interpreting statutes. Citing these materials involves identifying the specific legislative body,

the bill number, the type of document (e.g., committee report), the Congress or session number, and

the page number or date. For example: S. Rep. No. 116-150, at 5 (2019). Consistency in identifying

the legislative session and the specific report or document is key.

The meticulous application of Chicago style citation examples for legal documents is not merely a

matter of following rules; it is an essential component of persuasive and credible legal scholarship. By

understanding and diligently applying the principles outlined for primary and secondary sources, and

by avoiding common pitfalls, legal professionals can ensure their work is both accurate and

authoritative. Advanced scenarios, while demanding, are manageable with careful attention to detail

and appropriate reference materials, ultimately contributing to the clarity and integrity of legal

discourse.

Q: What is the fundamental difference between Chicago style and



other legal citation styles like the Bluebook?

A: The fundamental difference lies in their primary focus and typical use. The Bluebook: A Uniform

System of Citation is specifically designed for legal professionals and is the de facto standard in U.S.

law schools and courts, emphasizing brevity and a highly specialized format for legal sources. Chicago

style, as presented in the Chicago Manual of Style, is a more general academic style that can be

adapted for legal writing but is not as specialized as the Bluebook. Legal scholars often adapt CMOS,

or journals may create their own specific guidelines based on CMOS.

Q: Are footnotes or endnotes preferred for Chicago style legal

documents?

A: Footnotes are generally preferred for Chicago style legal documents, especially in academic

journals and scholarly articles. They allow for detailed explanations and source attributions to be

placed directly at the bottom of the page where they are referenced, which aids reader comprehension

without interrupting the flow of the main text. Endnotes are also permissible but are less common in

legal contexts.

Q: How do I cite a U.S. Supreme Court case in Chicago style?

A: A U.S. Supreme Court case in Chicago style footnotes typically includes the case name (italicized),

the volume and reporter abbreviation, the first page of the case, and the specific pinpoint page,

followed by the court and year in parentheses. For example: Miranda v. Arizona, 384 U.S. 436, 444

(1966). The bibliography entry would follow a similar structure but without the pinpoint page for the

specific quote.

Q: What is the correct way to cite a federal statute in Chicago style?

A: Federal statutes in Chicago style are usually cited by their title number, abbreviation of the code,

section number, and the year of the code edition. For example: 18 U.S.C. § 1029 (2018). If referring to



the statute as originally enacted (session law), you would cite the public law number, volume and

abbreviation of the U.S. Statutes at Large, and the year.

Q: How should I cite a law review article in Chicago style?

A: When citing a law review article in Chicago style footnotes, you would typically include the author's

full name, the title of the article (often italicized), the volume number of the journal, the journal's name

or abbreviation, the first page of the article, and the pinpoint page number. For example: John Doe,

"The Evolving Landscape of Data Privacy," 105 Cal. L. Rev. 123, 135 (2017).

Q: Can I use abbreviations for state statutes in Chicago style?

A: Yes, abbreviations for state statutes are often used, but they must be consistent and follow

established conventions. Many states have official abbreviations for their codes. It is crucial to consult

a reliable legal citation guide or the specific style manual of the publication you are submitting to for

the correct abbreviations. If unsure, it is always safer to write out the full title or consult a legal citation

manual.

Q: What does "id." mean in Chicago style legal citation?

A: "Id." is a Latin abbreviation for "idem," meaning "the same." In Chicago style legal citations, "id." is

used in footnotes to refer to the immediately preceding source cited. For example, if footnote 5 cites a

case, footnote 6 could simply say "Id. at 445" to refer to page 445 of the same case cited in footnote

5. It must be used with precision and can only refer to the directly preceding footnote.

Q: How do I cite a legal treatise in Chicago style?

A: To cite a legal treatise in Chicago style, you generally provide the author's name, the full title of the

treatise (italicized), the edition (if not the first), the publisher, the year of publication, and the specific

page number or section being referenced. For example: Richard H. Fallon Jr., The Core of an Idea:



The Constitution and the Rule of Law § 3.1 (2017).

Q: What are the key differences in citing online legal materials versus

print sources?

A: The primary difference when citing online legal materials is the inclusion of access information, such

as a stable URL or database citation, and often the date of access, especially if the content is likely to

change. For unpublished opinions or materials not found in a traditional reporter, the online source

becomes the primary locator. The goal remains to provide the reader with a clear path to the source.

Q: Is there a separate Chicago style guide specifically for legal

documents?

A: The Chicago Manual of Style itself is a comprehensive guide that covers various disciplines.

However, for legal documents, it often references or is supplemented by specialized legal citation

practices, most notably embodied in The Bluebook. Many legal journals also publish their own style

guides, which are derived from or adapt CMOS principles with specific legal nuances, so it's always

best to consult the relevant guide for the specific context.
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