
chicago style citation examples interview
chicago style citation examples interview are essential for academic and professional integrity when
incorporating information from spoken conversations into your work. This comprehensive guide will
delve into the nuances of properly citing interviews in Chicago style, covering both the notes-
bibliography and author-date systems. We will explore the specific components required for each
citation type, address variations based on the medium of the interview, and provide clear, practical
examples to ensure your research is meticulously documented. Understanding these citation methods
is crucial for avoiding plagiarism and giving proper credit to your sources, enhancing the credibility of
your scholarly endeavors.

Table of Contents

Understanding Chicago Style for Interviews
Notes-Bibliography System for Interview Citations
Author-Date System for Interview Citations
Common Variations and Considerations
Interview as Part of a Larger Work
Best Practices for Interview Citations

Understanding Chicago Style for Interviews
Chicago style, a widely adopted citation format, offers distinct approaches for acknowledging sources,
including interviews. Whether you are using the notes-bibliography system or the author-date system,
the goal remains the same: to provide your readers with enough information to locate the original
source. Interviews, being primary sources, require careful attention to detail to accurately represent
the information and the context of its delivery. The specific elements of a Chicago style citation for an
interview will depend on whether the interview was published, unpublished, conducted by you, or
conducted by someone else.

The prominence of interviews as valuable primary sources in research cannot be overstated. They
offer direct insights, personal perspectives, and unique narratives that are often unavailable
elsewhere. However, their informal nature necessitates a standardized method of citation to lend
them academic rigor. Chicago style provides this structure, ensuring clarity and consistency across a
wide range of academic disciplines. This guide will equip you with the knowledge to apply these
principles effectively.

Notes-Bibliography System for Interview Citations
The notes-bibliography system is characterized by the use of footnotes or endnotes to cite sources
within the text, followed by a bibliography at the end of the work. For interviews, this system requires
specific formatting for both the note and the bibliography entry.

Interview Citation in a Footnote/Endnote (Notes-Bibliography)
When citing an interview directly in a note, you need to include the interviewee's name, the



interviewer's name (if different from the author of the work), the title of the interview (if given), the
date of the interview, and the method of access or location. If the interview is unpublished and you
conducted it, the format will differ slightly from citing a published or archived interview.

For an interview you conducted and is unpublished:

Format: Interviewee Name, interviewed by Your Name, [month day, year], [method of
interview or location].

Example: Jane Doe, interviewed by John Smith, October 26, 2023, in person.

For an interview conducted by someone else and archived or published:

Format: Interviewee Name, interviewed by Interviewer Name, [month day, year], [location or
publication details].

Example: Albert Einstein, interviewed by George Sylvester Viereck, April 1921, in "Speaking of
Science," The Saturday Evening Post, September 26, 1921.

Bibliography Entry (Notes-Bibliography)
The bibliography entry provides a more complete citation for each source. It typically includes the
same core information as the note but is formatted differently and alphabetized by the interviewee's
last name.

For an interview you conducted and is unpublished:

Format: Interviewee Name. Interviewed by Your Name. [month day, year]. [Method of
interview or location].

Example: Doe, Jane. Interviewed by John Smith. October 26, 2023. In person.

For an interview conducted by someone else and archived or published:

Format: Interviewee Name. Interviewed by Interviewer Name. [month day, year]. [Publication
title, if applicable], [date of publication].

Example: Einstein, Albert. Interviewed by George Sylvester Viereck. April 1921. "Speaking of
Science." The Saturday Evening Post, September 26, 1921.

It is crucial to distinguish between interviews you conducted and those conducted by others, as this
influences the phrasing and emphasis in both notes and bibliography entries. When the interview is
unpublished and personal, identifying yourself as the interviewer is paramount.



Author-Date System for Interview Citations
The author-date system, also known as the parenthetical citation system, uses in-text citations with
the author's last name and the publication year. A reference list at the end of the work provides full
bibliographic details. This system is less common in disciplines that favor the notes-bibliography
system, but it is important to understand if your field requires it.

Interview Citation in Text (Author-Date)
In-text citations for interviews in the author-date system typically include the interviewee's last name
and the year of the interview. Page numbers are generally not used for interviews unless quoting a
transcribed portion of a recorded interview.

Example: (Doe 2023)

If the interviewer is significant and you are citing their work that includes the interview, you might
attribute it differently, but for direct citation of the interview content, the interviewee is usually the
primary "author" in this context.

Reference List Entry (Author-Date)
The reference list entry for an interview in the author-date system requires specific formatting, similar
to the bibliography in the notes-bibliography system but adapted for the author-date format.

For an interview you conducted and is unpublished:

Format: Interviewee Name. Year. Interviewed by Your Name. [month day]. [Method of
interview or location].

Example: Doe, Jane. 2023. Interviewed by John Smith. October 26. In person.

For an interview conducted by someone else and archived or published:

Format: Interviewee Name. Year. Interviewed by Interviewer Name. [Publication title, if
applicable], [date of publication].

Example: Einstein, Albert. 1921. Interviewed by George Sylvester Viereck. "Speaking of
Science." The Saturday Evening Post, September 26.

The core difference lies in how the information is presented within the text and the structure of the
final list of sources. Both systems aim for accuracy and traceability.

Common Variations and Considerations
Citing interviews can become more complex depending on the specifics of the interview and its
availability. Understanding these common variations ensures comprehensive and accurate citation
practices.



Personal Interviews
When you conduct a personal interview, whether in person, via phone, or through video conferencing,
you are the primary source of information regarding its context. The citation should reflect this
personal connection.

Note Example: Jane Doe, interviewed by the author, October 26, 2023, via Zoom.

Bibliography Example: Doe, Jane. Interviewed by the author. October 26, 2023. Via Zoom.

Published Interviews
Interviews that have been published in books, journals, magazines, or online platforms require
citation as published works. The publication details become crucial for the reader to locate the
interview.

Note Example: Michelle Obama, interviewed by Oprah Winfrey, January 14, 2009, "The Light in
the Darkness," O, The Oprah Magazine, February 2009.

Bibliography Example: Obama, Michelle. Interviewed by Oprah Winfrey. "The Light in the
Darkness." O, The Oprah Magazine, February 2009.

Archived Interviews
Interviews held in archives, such as oral history collections or personal papers, need to include the
archive's name and collection details. This allows researchers to find the physical or digital record of
the interview.

Note Example: Martin Luther King Jr., interviewed by William R. Ming, Jr., May 27, 1964, Oral
History Collection, State Historical Society of Wisconsin, Madison.

Bibliography Example: King Jr., Martin Luther. Interviewed by William R. Ming, Jr. May 27,
1964. Oral History Collection. State Historical Society of Wisconsin, Madison.

Transcribed Interviews
If you are citing a transcribed interview, particularly one that is part of a larger published work or an
archival collection, you should include information about the transcript's availability and source.

Note Example: Marie Curie, interviewed by Eve Curie, 1921, transcript, Marie Curie Papers,
Archives de l'Académie des sciences, Paris.



Bibliography Example: Curie, Marie. Interviewed by Eve Curie. 1921. Transcript. Marie Curie
Papers. Archives de l'Académie des sciences, Paris.

Interview as Part of a Larger Work
Sometimes, an interview might be presented as a segment within a documentary, podcast, or even a
book chapter. In such cases, the citation needs to acknowledge both the interview itself and the
larger work it is embedded within.

Citing Interviews in Documentaries or Films
When an interview is a component of a documentary or film, the primary citation will be for the film,
with a mention of the interviewee and their role.

Note Example: Jane Goodall discusses her early research, interviewed in Jane Goodall: The
Hope, directed by Keith Scholey and Charlotte M. Reed, produced by National Geographic,
2020, Disney+.

Bibliography Example: Goodall, Jane. Interviewed in Jane Goodall: The Hope. Directed by
Keith Scholey and Charlotte M. Reed. Produced by National Geographic. 2020. Disney+.

Citing Interviews in Podcasts
Podcasts often feature interviews as their main content or as part of an episode. The citation should
include the podcast title, episode title (if applicable), host, and date of release.

Note Example: Neil deGrasse Tyson discusses the future of space exploration, interviewed on
StarTalk Radio, episode "Cosmic Queries: The Future," hosted by Neil deGrasse Tyson, aired
January 15, 2024.

Bibliography Example: Tyson, Neil deGrasse. Interviewed on StarTalk Radio. Episode "Cosmic
Queries: The Future." Hosted by Neil deGrasse Tyson. Aired January 15, 2024.

The key principle here is to provide enough information for the reader to find the specific interview
within the broader context. This might involve referencing the episode title, interviewee, and the
platform where the content is accessible.

Best Practices for Interview Citations
Adhering to best practices ensures that your citations are accurate, consistent, and meet academic
standards. This includes meticulous record-keeping and understanding the specific requirements of



your institution or publication.

Record Keeping
Maintain detailed records of all interviews you conduct or consult. This should include the date, time,
location, method of interview, the interviewer's name, the interviewee's name, and any identifying
information about the interview (e.g., transcript file name, recording format).

Clarity and Specificity
Be as clear and specific as possible in your citations. If an interview is unpublished and you conducted
it, clearly state that you conducted it. If it is published, provide all relevant publication details.

Consistency
Ensure that your citation style is consistent throughout your work. If you are using the notes-
bibliography system, all notes and bibliography entries for interviews should follow the same format.
The same applies to the author-date system.

Consult Style Guides
Always refer to the latest edition of The Chicago Manual of Style or specific style guides provided by
your institution or publisher for the most up-to-date and precise instructions. Minor changes can
occur, and adherence to the official guidelines is paramount for scholarly work.

Consult Your Instructor or Editor
When in doubt, it is always best to consult with your instructor, professor, or editor. They can provide
clarification on specific citation requirements for your project.

FAQ

Q: How do I cite an interview I conducted myself in Chicago
style?
A: In the notes-bibliography system, a footnote or endnote would typically read: Interviewee Name,
interviewed by Your Name, [month day, year], [method of interview or location]. For the bibliography,
it would be: Interviewee Name. Interviewed by Your Name. [month day, year]. [Method of interview or
location].



Q: What is the difference between citing an interview in
notes-bibliography versus author-date?
A: The notes-bibliography system uses footnotes or endnotes for in-text citation and a bibliography at
the end. The author-date system uses parenthetical in-text citations (e.g., (Doe 2023)) and a
reference list at the end.

Q: Should I include a transcript when citing an interview in
Chicago style?
A: If a transcript is available and you are citing it, you should include information about its location or
source in your citation, especially for archival or unpublished interviews.

Q: How do I cite an interview that was published in a
magazine?
A: For the notes-bibliography system, a note might look like: Interviewee Name, interviewed by
Interviewer Name, [month day, year], [article title, if applicable], Magazine Title, [date of publication].
The bibliography entry would be similar.

Q: What if the interview was conducted over email?
A: For an email interview you conducted, in a note: Interviewee Name, interviewed by Your Name,
[month day, year], via email. In the bibliography: Interviewee Name. Interviewed by Your Name.
[month day, year]. Via email.

Q: Is it necessary to cite an interview if I only paraphrase the
information?
A: Yes, any information or ideas taken from an interview, whether quoted directly or paraphrased,
must be cited to give credit to the interviewee and allow readers to locate the source.

Q: How do I cite an interview that is part of a larger
documentary?
A: You would cite the documentary as the primary source and mention the interviewee. For example,
in a note: Interviewee Name, interviewed in Documentary Title, directed by Director Name, Year.

Q: What if the interview is available online?
A: If an interview is published online, include the URL and DOI (if available) in your citation, similar to
how you would cite any other online source, following the specific format for published interviews.



Q: Do I need to italicize the title of an interview?
A: Generally, the title of the interview itself is not italicized unless it is a standalone published work
with a distinct title, like an article. The titles of publications like books, magazines, or journals are
italicized.
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