
chicago style citation examples for writers
chicago style citation examples for writers are an essential tool for any academic or professional
writer working within a humanities discipline or seeking to present meticulously researched work. This
comprehensive guide will delve into the intricacies of the Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS), specifically
focusing on its two primary citation systems: the Notes-Bibliography system and the Author-Date
system. Understanding these systems is crucial for avoiding plagiarism, giving credit to original
sources, and enabling readers to easily locate the information you've referenced. We will explore the
formatting nuances for various source types, from books and journal articles to websites and
interviews, providing clear, actionable examples to equip you with the confidence to cite accurately.
This detailed exploration aims to demystify the Chicago style and empower you to produce polished,
credible academic and professional writing.
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Understanding the Two Chicago Style Systems

The Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS) offers writers two distinct, yet equally valid, methods for citing
sources: the Notes-Bibliography system and the Author-Date system. The choice between these two
primarily depends on the discipline and the preferences of the publisher or instructor. The Notes-
Bibliography system, often favored in the humanities (such as literature, history, and the arts), uses
numbered footnotes or endnotes to indicate source material within the text. These notes are then
supplemented by a comprehensive bibliography at the end of the work, which lists all sources cited.
The Author-Date system, more commonly employed in the social sciences and sciences, uses in-text
parenthetical citations consisting of the author's last name and the publication year, with a
corresponding reference list at the end of the document.

Both systems serve the fundamental purpose of acknowledging the intellectual contributions of others
and allowing readers to trace the origins of information. While the presentation differs significantly,
the underlying principles of accuracy, completeness, and consistency remain paramount. A writer
must understand the requirements of their specific publication context before embarking on the
citation process, as deviating from the established style can lead to rejection or require extensive
revisions.



The Notes-Bibliography System Explained

The Notes-Bibliography system is characterized by its use of superscript numbers within the text,
which correspond to either footnotes at the bottom of the page or endnotes collected at the end of
the document. This method allows for extensive annotation and commentary without disrupting the
flow of the main text. Each note provides specific details about the source of the information,
including author, title, publication details, and specific page numbers. This level of detail can be
particularly useful for tracing specific ideas or arguments back to their exact location within a source.

The advantage of this system lies in its flexibility for including tangential information or providing
deeper context without interrupting the narrative. It also presents a cleaner reading experience for
the main body of the text, as the reader is not constantly encountering parenthetical interruptions.
However, it requires meticulous tracking of note numbers and can become cumbersome if a work
contains a very large number of sources. Nonetheless, for scholars who wish to engage deeply with
their sources and engage in scholarly dialogue through their annotations, this system is highly
effective.

Crafting Footnotes and Endnotes

When employing the Notes-Bibliography system, the creation of accurate and consistently formatted
footnotes or endnotes is critical. The first time a source is cited, the note should be complete,
providing all necessary bibliographic information. Subsequent citations of the same source can be
shortened, often using the author's last name and a shortened title, or by using the term "ibid." (for
the same source as the immediately preceding note) with page numbers if different. It's important to
note that "ibid." should only be used when the source is exactly the same as the previous one;
otherwise, a shortened note is preferred.

Here are examples of how footnotes or endnotes would appear for different source types:

Book:

First citation: 1. Michael Pollan, The Omnivore's Dilemma: A Natural History of Four Meals (New
York: Penguin Press, 2006), 99.

Subsequent citation: 2. Pollan, Omnivore's Dilemma, 150.

Journal Article:

First citation: 3. Sarah K. Johnson, "The Impact of Social Media on Political Discourse," Journal of
Communication Studies 45, no. 2 (2018): 123.

Subsequent citation: 4. Johnson, "Social Media," 128.

Website:

First citation: 5. "Understanding Chicago Style," The Chicago Manual of Style Online, accessed
October 26, 2023, https://www.chicagomanualofstyle.org/tools_citation.html.



Subsequent citation: 6. "Understanding Chicago Style."

Formatting Bibliographic Entries

The bibliography that accompanies the notes section is an alphabetical list of all the sources that
have been cited in the text. While the notes provide specific details for a single reference, the
bibliography provides a comprehensive overview of the work's research foundation. The formatting of
bibliographic entries closely mirrors that of the first note for each source, but with key differences in
punctuation and order. For instance, in the bibliography, the author's last name is listed first, followed
by the first name. Titles of books and articles are also presented in a specific manner, with
capitalization rules and italicization or quotation marks as appropriate.

Key formatting points for the bibliography include:

Alphabetical order by author's last name.

Author's last name, followed by first name.

Titles of books are italicized.

Titles of articles are placed in quotation marks.

Publication information (place of publication, publisher, year) follows specific conventions.

The Author-Date System Explained

The Author-Date system, as its name suggests, relies on brief parenthetical citations embedded
directly within the text, typically appearing at the end of a sentence or clause that draws from an
external source. These in-text citations include the author's last name and the year of publication. For
example, (Pollan 2006, 99). This system is more concise in the body of the paper, which many writers
and readers find less disruptive to the flow of the prose. However, it necessitates a comprehensive
reference list at the end of the document, providing full bibliographic details for every source cited in
the text.

This system is particularly well-suited for disciplines where the currency of research is a significant
factor, such as the sciences. It allows readers to quickly identify the source and the date of its
publication, which can be important for understanding the context of the information presented. The
emphasis on the publication date can also highlight the progression of thought or research within a
field. It's a more streamlined approach for citing, with the bulk of detailed information consolidated in
the final reference list.



In-Text Citations in Author-Date

In the Author-Date system, in-text citations are crucial for maintaining academic integrity. These
citations are typically placed within parentheses, following the material that has been borrowed or
referenced. The standard format includes the author's last name and the year of publication. If you
are referencing a specific part of the source, such as a quotation or a particular statistic, you would
also include the page number after a comma. For instance, if you were quoting directly from Michael
Pollan's book, the citation would look something like this: (Pollan 2006, 99).

There are also variations for citing multiple authors or when the author's name is mentioned in the
text. If you mention the author's name in your sentence, you only need to include the year in
parentheses. For example: Michael Pollan argues that (2006, 99). If a work has two authors, both
names are included, separated by "and": (Smith and Jones 2019). For works with three or more
authors, use the first author's last name followed by "et al.": (Garcia et al. 2021).

Creating a Reference List

The Reference List, in the Author-Date system, serves a purpose similar to the bibliography in the
Notes-Bibliography system. It is an alphabetical list of all the sources cited in the body of the paper.
Each entry in the reference list provides the full bibliographic details necessary for a reader to locate
the original source. The formatting of these entries is precise and must be adhered to rigorously. The
organization of the list is alphabetical by the author's last name, ensuring ease of access for the
reader.

Essential elements of a reference list entry include:

Author's last name, first initial(s).

Year of publication in parentheses.

Title of the work (italicized for books, in quotation marks for articles).

Publication details (publisher for books, journal name, volume, issue, and page numbers for
articles).

Citing Common Source Types

Regardless of whether you choose the Notes-Bibliography or Author-Date system, the fundamental
task of accurately representing source material remains. The Chicago Manual of Style provides
detailed guidelines for a vast array of source types, ensuring consistency and clarity. Familiarity with
these specific formats is essential for any writer aiming for academic rigor. The following sections will
detail how to cite some of the most commonly encountered sources.



Citing Books

Books are foundational sources in many academic fields, and Chicago style offers specific formats for
both the notes and the bibliography/reference list. For a book with a single author, the typical note
format is Author's First Name Last Name, Title of Book (Place of Publication: Publisher, Year), Page
Number. In the bibliography, it becomes Last Name, First Name. Title of Book. Place of Publication:
Publisher, Year.

For books with multiple authors, editors, or other variations, the guidelines adjust accordingly. For
example, if a book has two authors, you would list both names in the bibliography. If it has an editor,
the editor's name would be listed with an indicator like "ed." or "eds." The key is to always provide the
most complete and accurate information possible to facilitate reader access.

Citing Journal Articles

Journal articles are crucial for showcasing current research and scholarly discourse. The citation
format for journal articles in Chicago style emphasizes the article title, journal title, volume, issue, and
page numbers. In a footnote or endnote, the format is typically Author's First Name Last Name, "Title
of Article," Title of Journal Volume, no. Issue (Year): Page Number. In the bibliography or reference list,
it follows a similar structure but with the author's last name first.

The italicization of the journal title and the quotation marks around the article title are important
stylistic elements. Pay close attention to the volume and issue numbers, as these are critical for
identifying the specific publication. If the article is accessed online, the URL and access date are also
included, especially in the Notes-Bibliography system.

Citing Websites and Online Resources

Citing websites and online resources can be particularly challenging due to the ephemeral nature of
the internet and the varying amount of information available. Chicago style provides guidance for
citing webpages, online articles, and other digital content. For a webpage, a typical footnote or
endnote would include the author (if known), title of the specific page, name of the overall website,
and the access date, along with the URL. The bibliography or reference list entry would be similar.

When citing online articles from reputable sources, try to emulate the format for print articles as
closely as possible, including author, title, website name, publication date (if available), and URL. The
access date is crucial for online sources as content can change. For Chicago style, the preferred
method for online resources often includes the URL and the date of access.

Citing Other Source Materials

Beyond books, journals, and websites, writers often need to cite a variety of other materials, including



interviews, lectures, films, and even social media posts. Chicago style offers specific formats for
these. For an interview, a note might include the interviewee's name, type of interview (e.g., personal
interview), date, and location. For a lecture, you would include the speaker's name, title of the
lecture, course name (if applicable), and the date and location it was given.

Citing multimedia sources like films and videos requires details such as the director, title, production
company, and year of release. For less traditional sources like social media, the citation should
include the author's username, the content of the post, and the date it was posted, along with the
platform and a URL if applicable. The principle remains the same: provide enough information for your
reader to find the original source.

Essential Tips for Chicago Style Citation

Mastering Chicago style citation involves more than just memorizing formats; it requires careful
attention to detail and consistent application. One of the most critical tips is to always consult the
latest edition of The Chicago Manual of Style or its online companion, as guidelines can be updated.
Another vital practice is to keep meticulous records of your sources as you research, noting down all
necessary bibliographic information from the outset to avoid scrambling later.

Consistency is key. Whichever system you choose (Notes-Bibliography or Author-Date), apply it
uniformly throughout your work. This includes punctuation, capitalization, and the order of elements
within each citation. Furthermore, always double-check your citations against your notes or reference
list to ensure they match precisely. Errors in citation can undermine the credibility of your work, so
meticulous proofreading is essential. Consider using citation management software, but always verify
its output against the official CMOS guidelines.

Here are some final essential tips:

Know your audience and publication requirements.

Be consistent with your chosen citation system.

Record source details as you research.

Proofread meticulously for accuracy.

Consult the official Chicago Manual of Style for any ambiguities.

When in doubt, err on the side of providing more information rather than less.

FAQ



Q: What is the primary difference between the Notes-
Bibliography and Author-Date systems in Chicago style?
A: The primary difference lies in how sources are referenced within the text and in the supplementary
list. The Notes-Bibliography system uses numbered footnotes or endnotes and a bibliography, while
the Author-Date system uses parenthetical in-text citations (author, year) and a reference list.

Q: When should I use the Notes-Bibliography system versus
the Author-Date system for Chicago style citations?
A: The Notes-Bibliography system is generally preferred in the humanities (literature, history, art,
music), while the Author-Date system is more common in the social sciences and sciences. Always
check the specific requirements of your publisher, journal, or instructor.

Q: How do I cite a book with multiple authors in Chicago
style?
A: In the Notes-Bibliography system, the first note lists all authors. Subsequent notes may shorten the
citation. In the bibliography, list authors in the order they appear on the title page. For the Author-
Date system, the in-text citation will include all authors for two authors, and for three or more, it will
be the first author followed by "et al." and the year.

Q: What information is essential for citing a website in
Chicago style?
A: For websites, you generally need the author's name (if available), the title of the specific page, the
name of the website, the publication or last updated date (if available), and the URL. Crucially, you
must also include the date you accessed the information.

Q: Can I use "Ibid." in my Chicago style footnotes?
A: Yes, you can use "Ibid." to refer to the source cited in the immediately preceding note, provided it
is the exact same source. If the page number is different, you would use "Ibid." followed by the new
page number. However, it's often recommended to use shortened notes for clarity, especially if there
are many sources.

Q: How do I cite a direct quotation in Chicago style using the
Author-Date system?
A: When using the Author-Date system, a direct quotation requires an in-text citation that includes the
author's last name, the year of publication, and the specific page number. For example: (Smith 2020,
45).



Q: What is the correct punctuation for journal article titles in
Chicago style citations?
A: In Chicago style, the titles of journal articles are enclosed in quotation marks, both in
footnotes/endnotes and in the bibliography/reference list. The title of the journal itself is italicized.
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