chicago style citation examples for
videos

chicago style citation examples for videos are crucial for academic integrity and properly
crediting digital media. In an increasingly multimedia-driven academic landscape, the
ability to accurately cite online videos, documentaries, and even short clips is paramount.
This comprehensive guide will delve deep into the intricacies of Chicago style citation for
video content, providing clear examples for various scenarios. We will explore both the
author-date and notes-bibliography systems, ensuring you can confidently cite sources
from platforms like YouTube, Vimeo, and institutional archives. Understanding the nuances
of citing video will not only prevent plagiarism but also enhance the credibility of your
research.
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Understanding Chicago Style for Videos

Chicago style, as outlined in The Chicago Manual of Style (CMOQOS), offers two primary
citation systems: the author-date system and the notes-bibliography system. Both systems
are designed to provide readers with enough information to locate and verify your sources.
When dealing with video content, the key elements to capture are the creator, title,
platform or distributor, publication date, and the specific URL or access information. The
complexity often arises from the variety of video formats and the information available for
each.

It is essential to recognize that the specific details required for a Chicago style citation will
vary depending on whether you are using the author-date or the notes-bibliography
system. Each system has its own format for in-text citations and the corresponding
bibliography or reference list entry. Understanding these differences is the first step toward
mastering video citation in Chicago style. We will explore both systems in detail to provide
a clear roadmap for your citation needs.

The Chicago Manual of Style: Author-Date System



for Videos

The author-date system, often preferred in the social sciences and natural sciences, uses
parenthetical in-text citations that include the author's last name and the year of
publication. For videos, the "author" can be an individual, an organization, or even the
uploader, depending on how the video is presented. The corresponding entry in the
reference list provides full details about the source. This system prioritizes clarity and
conciseness within the text itself.

Author-Date: In-Text Citations for Videos

In the author-date system, your in-text citation will typically include the creator's last name
and the year the video was published or uploaded. If the creator is an organization, you will
use the organization's name. For example, a citation might look like (Smith 2023) or
(National Geographic 2022). If a specific year is unavailable, you may use "n.d." for "no
date," though this is less common for professionally produced videos.

Author-Date: Reference List Entries for Videos

The reference list entry for a video in author-date style requires specific components. You
will need the creator's name, the year of publication in parentheses, the title of the video in
italics, the name of the website or platform where it was found, and the URL. For instance, a
typical entry might appear as follows:

e Smith, John. 2023. The Art of Storytelling. YouTube.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=example.

It's crucial to ensure that the "author" is consistently represented both in the in-text citation
and the reference list. If no individual author is credited, the organization that produced or
uploaded the video becomes the author. Pay close attention to capitalization and
punctuation for accuracy.

The Chicago Manual of Style: Notes-Bibliography
System for Videos

The notes-bibliography system, more common in the humanities, uses footnotes or
endnotes for in-text citations and a comprehensive bibliography at the end of the work. This
system allows for more detailed explanatory notes, which can be particularly useful when
discussing the context or specific nuances of a video. The bibliography entries mirror the



level of detail found in the author-date system but are formatted differently.

Notes-Bibliography: Footnote/Endnote Citations for
Videos

Footnotes or endnotes for videos in the notes-bibliography system provide a quick
reference to the source. The first note for a source is typically longer and more detailed
than subsequent notes, which can be shortened. A typical first note might include the
creator's name, the title of the video, the platform, the publication date, and the URL. For
example:

e 1. John Smith, "The Art of Storytelling," YouTube video, 15:30, posted by John Smith,
October 26, 2023, https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=example.

Subsequent notes would then be shortened, for instance: "Smith, 'Art of Storytelling'." This
system allows for a cleaner presentation of your main text.

Notes-Bibliography: Bibliography Entries for Videos

The bibliography entry in the notes-bibliography system for a video shares many of the
same components as the author-date system but uses a different order and punctuation.
The entry begins with the creator's last name, followed by their first name, the title of the
video in quotation marks (not italics), the name of the website or platform, and finally, the
publication date and URL. A standard bibliography entry would look like this:

e Smith, John. "The Art of Storytelling." YouTube video, 15:30. Posted by John Smith,
October 26, 2023. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=example.

Notice that the title is enclosed in quotation marks and the duration of the video is often
included. This level of detail helps readers pinpoint the exact content being referenced.

Citing YouTube Videos

YouTube is a ubiquitous source of video content, and mastering its citation in Chicago style
is essential. The key challenge is often identifying the correct "author." This could be an
individual uploader, a channel name, or a production company. Always try to find the most
specific and authoritative creator credited.



YouTube Videos in Author-Date Style

For author-date, the uploader's name (or channel name) serves as the author. The year of
upload is critical. If the video is part of a series with distinct episodes, you may need to cite
the specific episode title as well.

e Kallias, Alex. 2021. Understanding the Great Gatsby. YouTube.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=another-example.

YouTube Videos in Notes-Bibliography Style

In the notes-bibliography system, the YouTube uploader's name comes first, followed by the
title in quotation marks. Including the channel name and a general description like
"YouTube video" is also helpful.

e Alex Kallias. "Understanding the Great Gatsby." YouTube video, 22:00. Posted by Alex
Kallias, September 1, 2021. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=another-example.

Remember to always verify the upload date, as this is a crucial piece of information for
accurate citation.

Citing Documentaries and Feature Films

Documentaries and feature films, whether watched online or in person, require a slightly
different approach than user-generated content. The director is often considered the
primary creator, but producers can also be credited. The distributor and release year are
also vital components.

Documentaries and Feature Films in Author-Date Style

When citing a documentary or film in author-date style, the director's last name typically
functions as the author. The title of the film should be italicized. If you accessed the film
online, include the platform and URL.

e Attenborough, David, dir. 2019. Our Planet: Jungles. Netflix.
https://www.netflix.com/title/example.



Note the inclusion of "dir." after the director's name to indicate their role.

Documentaries and Feature Films in Notes-Bibliography
Style

For the notes-bibliography system, the director's name is listed first, followed by the film
title in quotation marks. You would then include the distributor and the year of release. The
format might look like this:

e Attenborough, David, director. Our Planet: Jungles. Produced by Silverback Films,
distributed by Netflix, 2019.

If you are citing a specific scene or segment, you would need to note the timestamp in your
citation. For online access, include the URL.

Citing Online Lectures and Presentations

Online lectures, webinars, and recorded presentations are increasingly common academic
resources. Citing them requires identifying the speaker, the title of the lecture, the
institution or platform hosting it, and the date of the presentation or recording.

Online Lectures in Author-Date Style

In the author-date system, the speaker's last name is the author. The title of the lecture
should be italicized, followed by the platform and the year of delivery or upload.

e Johnson, Sarah. 2023. The Future of Artificial Intelligence. Coursera.
https://www.coursera.org/lecture/example.

Online Lectures in Notes-Bibliography Style

For notes-bibliography, the speaker's name is provided first, followed by the lecture title in
quotation marks. You would then include the course name or platform and the date. A
sample note might be:



e Sarah Johnson, "The Future of Artificial Intelligence," lecture, Coursera, April 15, 2023,
https://www.coursera.org/lecture/example.

Ensuring you have the correct date of the lecture or presentation is crucial for accurate
citation.

Citing Clips and Short Video Segments

Sometimes, you may only need to cite a specific clip or a short segment of a larger video.
This requires precision to indicate exactly which part of the video you are referencing. This
is particularly important when discussing specific arguments or visual evidence.

Short Video Segments in Author-Date Style

When citing a short segment, the basic format remains similar, but you must include the
timestamp. The "author" is still the uploader or creator.

e Williams, Mark. 2022. "Key Moments in the Civil Rights Movement." History Channel
Online. 03:45-05:10. https://www.history.com/video/clip/example.

The timestamps clearly delineate the specific portion of the video being referenced.

Short Video Segments in Notes-Bibliography Style

In notes-bibliography, the timestamp is integrated into the note. This allows for a precise
indication of the referenced content.

e Mark Williams, "Key Moments in the Civil Rights Movement," History Channel Online
video, 03:45-05:10, posted March 10, 2022,
https://www.history.com/video/clip/example.

This meticulousness ensures that your readers can find the exact segment you are referring
to, enhancing the transparency and rigor of your research.



Common Challenges and Solutions in Video
Citation

One of the most frequent challenges in citing videos is the variability of information
provided by different platforms. Not all videos have clear author attribution, publication
dates, or even titles. In such cases, you must do your best to find the most accurate
information available and make a reasoned judgment about how to present it.

Another common issue is distinguishing between the uploader, the producer, and the
distributor. Always prioritize the individual or organization that is most directly responsible
for the creation and presentation of the content. If a video is embedded on a website from a
streaming service, cite the original source of the video, not the website that embedded it,
unless the embedding website is the primary distributor.

When in doubt, consult the latest edition of The Chicago Manual of Style. They provide
extensive examples and guidelines for citing various forms of media. Remember that
consistency in your chosen style system (author-date or notes-bibliography) and in the
application of the rules is paramount for maintaining academic integrity and ensuring your
citations are clear and effective.

The goal of any citation is to allow your reader to locate the source. Therefore, always
provide the most complete and accurate information possible, including URLs whenever
available and relevant. This attention to detail will strengthen your research and
demonstrate your commitment to scholarly practice.

FAQ

Q: What is the difference between the author-date and
notes-bibliography systems in Chicago style for videos?

A: The author-date system uses parenthetical in-text citations (Author Year) and a
reference list. The notes-bibliography system uses footnotes or endnotes for in-text
citations and a bibliography at the end of the paper. The notes-bibliography system allows
for more detailed explanatory notes.

Q: Who should | cite as the author of a YouTube video?

A: Generally, you should cite the individual or organization that uploaded the video as the
author. If a specific individual is credited for the content within the video (e.g., a presenter),
and they are distinct from the uploader, you might consider citing them as the creator and
the uploader as the publisher, but the uploader is typically the primary "author" for citation
purposes.



Q: How do | cite a video if it doesn't have a specific
publication date?

A: If a video lacks a publication date, you can use "n.d." (no date) in place of the year for
both in-text citations and reference list/bibliography entries in the author-date system. In
the notes-bibliography system, you might omit the date or indicate "no date." Always try to
ascertain the most accurate date possible, even if it's an approximate upload date.

Q: Should I include the duration of a video in my
Chicago style citation?

A: Including the duration of a video is generally recommended, especially in the notes-
bibliography system, as it helps readers identify the specific content being referenced. It's
less common but still acceptable in the author-date system's reference list.

Q: How do | cite a specific clip from a longer video, like
a documentary episode?

A: To cite a specific clip or segment, you should include the title of the clip or segment if it
has one, and crucially, the timestamp or time range (e.g., 0:15-1:30) to indicate the exact
portion you are referencing. This applies to both citation systems.

Q: What if | watched a documentary on a streaming
service like Netflix or Hulu?

A: When citing documentaries or films accessed via streaming services, treat the director
as the author, italicize the film title, and list the streaming service as the distributor or
publisher, followed by the release year. If you are using the author-date system, your in-
text citation will be (Director Last Name Year), and the reference list entry will include the
director, italicized title, producer/distributor, and URL.

Q: How do | cite an online lecture or webinar?

A: For online lectures or webinars, cite the speaker as the author, the title of the lecture in
italics (author-date) or quotation marks (notes-bibliography), the name of the platform or
institution hosting it, and the date of the lecture or recording. If accessed online, include
the URL.

Q: What if the video is hosted on a platform like Vimeo?

A: The principles are the same as for YouTube. Identify the uploader or creator, the title, the
platform (Vimeo), the publication date, and the URL. Format the citation according to either
the author-date or notes-bibliography system.



Q: Do | need to include the URL for every video citation?

A: Including the URL is highly recommended for online videos, as it allows your readers to
directly access the source material. In most cases, it is a required element for digital
resources in Chicago style.
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