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Mastering Chicago Style Citation Examples for Theses

chicago style citation examples for theses are a cornerstone of academic
integrity and scholarly communication, especially when undertaking the
significant undertaking of a thesis. Properly formatting your citations
ensures that you acknowledge the work of others, avoid plagiarism, and allow
your readers to easily locate your sources. This guide provides a
comprehensive overview of Chicago style citation, offering detailed examples
and explanations crucial for any thesis writer navigating this complex
system. We will delve into the nuances of both the Notes-Bibliography and
Author-Date systems, covering common source types and common pitfalls to
avoid. Understanding these citation models is paramount for presenting a
polished and credible academic work.
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Understanding the Two Chicago Style Systems

The Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS) offers two distinct systems for citation:
the Notes-Bibliography system and the Author-Date system. While both are
considered Chicago style, their application and format differ significantly,
and it is crucial to determine which system your institution or department
requires for your thesis. The choice between these two systems often depends
on the discipline and the specific needs of the research presented.

The Notes-Bibliography system is favored in many humanities disciplines, such
as literature, history, and art history. It uses footnotes or endnotes to
cite sources within the text and a bibliography at the end of the work to
list all consulted sources. The Author-Date system, conversely, is more
common in the social sciences and natural sciences. It places an author-date
parenthetical citation directly in the text, which corresponds to a reference
list at the end of the document.



The Notes-Bibliography System Explained

The Notes-Bibliography system is characterized by the use of numbered notes,
which can appear at the bottom of the page (footnotes) or at the end of the
document (endnotes). These notes provide the reader with immediate access to
the source of information without disrupting the flow of the main text. Each
note includes a citation for the specific source being referenced. This
system allows for extensive commentary or detailed source information without
cluttering the main body of the thesis.

Following the notes section, a comprehensive bibliography is provided. This
bibliography lists all the sources that were cited in the notes, as well as
any other sources that were consulted and considered relevant, even if not
directly quoted or paraphrased. The bibliography is typically alphabetized by
the author's last name, offering a convenient overview of the research
landscape for the reader.

Essential Chicago Style Citation Examples for
Theses: Notes-Bibliography

Crafting accurate citations in the Notes-Bibliography system requires
attention to detail for both the notes and the bibliography entries. The
format for a note and its corresponding bibliography entry will share many
similarities but often differ in punctuation and the order of elements.

Books

Note:

1. Robert F. Haskell, The Anatomy of Influence: Literature as a Thing of
This World (New York: Oxford University Press, 2010), 45.

Bibliography:

Haskell, Robert F. The Anatomy of Influence: Literature as a Thing of
This World. New York: Oxford University Press, 2010.

Journal Articles

Note:

2. Eleanor Vance, "The Digital Divide and Educational Equity," Journal
of Digital Learning 15, no. 3 (2018): 210.



Bibliography:

Vance, Eleanor. "The Digital Divide and Educational Equity." Journal of
Digital Learning 15, no. 3 (2018): 205-225.

Websites

Note:

3. National Aeronautics and Space Administration, "Mars Exploration
Program," last modified November 15, 2023,
https://mars.nasa.gov/mars2020/.

Bibliography:

National Aeronautics and Space Administration. "Mars Exploration
Program." Last modified November 15, 2023.
https://mars.nasa.gov/mars2020/.

Common Source Types in the Notes-Bibliography System

Beyond books, articles, and websites, many other source types are commonly
encountered in thesis research. Each requires a specific formatting approach
within the Chicago Notes-Bibliography system to ensure clarity and accuracy.

Book Chapters: For chapters within edited volumes, the note will include
the chapter author, chapter title, and then details of the book. The
bibliography entry will mirror this, with the chapter author's name
first.

Dissertations and Theses: Citing dissertations or theses requires
specifying the author, title, degree sought, university, and year. If
the work has been published, include publication details as well.

Newspaper Articles: For newspaper articles, include the author (if
available), article title, newspaper name, date of publication, and page
number(s). Websites for newspapers often require inclusion of a URL.

Conference Proceedings: When citing contributions to conference
proceedings, include the author of the contribution, the title of the
contribution, the title of the proceedings, and publication information.

Interviews: For interviews, indicate the interviewee, the interviewer



(if significant), the date of the interview, and the medium (e.g.,
personal interview, recorded interview).

The Author-Date System Explained

The Author-Date system, as its name suggests, relies on in-text citations
that include the author's last name and the year of publication. These
parenthetical citations are placed within the text immediately after the
material being cited, often in parentheses. For example, (Smith 2020, 112).
This system is designed to be highly efficient for readers who need to
quickly identify the source and year of information, particularly in fields
where the currency of research is paramount.

The in-text citations correspond to a "Reference List" at the end of the
thesis. This reference list contains full bibliographic information for every
source cited in the text. Unlike the Notes-Bibliography system's
bibliography, the Reference List in Author-Date style typically includes only
sources that have been directly cited. The entries are alphabetized by the
author's last name, providing a clear and concise overview of the research
foundation.

Essential Chicago Style Citation Examples for
Theses: Author-Date

Formatting in the Author-Date system requires careful placement of author and
date information within the text and a distinct structure for the reference
list entries.

Books

In-Text Citation:

(Haskell 2010, 45)

Reference List Entry:

Haskell, Robert F. 2010. The Anatomy of Influence: Literature as a Thing
of This World. New York: Oxford University Press.



Journal Articles

In-Text Citation:

(Vance 2018, 210)

Reference List Entry:

Vance, Eleanor. 2018. "The Digital Divide and Educational Equity."
Journal of Digital Learning 15 (3): 205–225.

Websites

In-Text Citation:

(NASA n.d.)

Reference List Entry:

National Aeronautics and Space Administration. n.d. "Mars Exploration
Program." Accessed November 20, 2023. https://mars.nasa.gov/mars2020/.

Note: "n.d." signifies "no date" if a publication date cannot be found. The
access date is important for online sources.

Common Source Types in the Author-Date System

The Author-Date system accommodates a wide array of source types, each with
its specific citation format for both in-text references and the final
reference list.

Book Chapters: The in-text citation will include the chapter author and
year. The reference list entry will start with the chapter author's
name, followed by the chapter title, book title, and publication
details.

Dissertations and Theses: In-text citations will use the author's last
name and year. The reference list entry will detail the author, title,
degree type, university, and year.

Newspaper Articles: In-text citations will include the author (if known)
and year. The reference list entry will feature the author, article
title, newspaper name, and publication date.



Conference Proceedings: For conference papers, the in-text citation will
consist of the author and year. The reference list will provide author,
paper title, conference title, and publication information.

Interviews: Interviews are often cited by listing the interviewee and
date in the text. The reference list entry will typically include the
interviewee's name, the date of the interview, and the context (e.g.,
personal interview).

General Tips for Chicago Style Citation in
Theses

Regardless of which Chicago style system you employ, adherence to consistency
and precision is paramount for a strong academic thesis. Begin by confirming
the specific requirements of your department or institution, as there can be
minor variations or preferences within the broader Chicago style framework.

Be Consistent: Whichever system you choose, apply it uniformly
throughout your entire thesis. Inconsistent citation practices can
detract from the professionalism and credibility of your work.

Cite Everything: Ensure that every piece of information, idea, or
quotation that is not common knowledge or your own original thought is
properly attributed. This includes paraphrases and summaries.

Use a Style Manual: The Chicago Manual of Style is the definitive guide.
Refer to the latest edition for the most current and accurate formatting
rules. Online resources can be helpful, but the official manual is
indispensable.

Proofread Meticulously: Errors in citations are easily spotted by
reviewers and can lead to perceptions of carelessness. Proofread your
notes, bibliography, or reference list multiple times.

Utilize Citation Management Software: Tools like Zotero, Mendeley, or
EndNote can be invaluable for organizing your sources and generating
citations in various styles, although they still require careful
checking for accuracy.

Successfully navigating Chicago style citation for your thesis is a skill
that develops with practice and careful attention to detail. By understanding
the fundamental differences between the Notes-Bibliography and Author-Date
systems and by diligently applying the formatting rules to each source type,



you can ensure that your thesis meets the highest academic standards.

Q: What is the primary difference between the Notes-
Bibliography and Author-Date systems in Chicago
style for theses?
A: The primary difference lies in how sources are cited within the text. The
Notes-Bibliography system uses footnotes or endnotes, while the Author-Date
system uses parenthetical citations consisting of the author's last name and
the year of publication. Both systems conclude with a comprehensive list of
cited sources at the end of the document (a bibliography or reference list,
respectively).

Q: Which Chicago style system is more common in the
humanities and social sciences?
A: The Notes-Bibliography system is generally favored in the humanities
(e.g., history, literature, art history), allowing for more extensive notes.
The Author-Date system is more prevalent in the social sciences and natural
sciences, where the currency of research is often a key consideration.

Q: How do I cite a book in the Notes-Bibliography
system for my thesis?
A: For the first citation of a book in a note, you typically include the
author's full name, the title of the book in italics, publication information
(city, publisher, year), and the specific page number. For subsequent
citations of the same book, a shortened note format is used. The
corresponding bibliography entry omits the page number and uses a different
punctuation structure.

Q: What is the correct format for citing a journal
article in the Author-Date system for a thesis?
A: In the Author-Date system, an in-text citation for a journal article would
look like (AuthorLastName Year, PageNumber). The reference list entry would
include the author's last name and first initial, the year of publication,
the article title, the journal title in italics, the volume and issue
numbers, and the page range.



Q: How should I handle citing sources that have no
date of publication in Chicago style for my thesis?
A: For sources with no date of publication, you would use "n.d." (no date) in
place of the year in both your in-text citations and your
bibliography/reference list entries, regardless of whether you are using the
Notes-Bibliography or Author-Date system.

Q: What are common errors to avoid when using
Chicago style citation examples for theses?
A: Common errors include inconsistency in formatting, missing essential
citation elements (like page numbers or publication dates), incorrect
punctuation, and failing to cite all sources properly. It is also crucial to
ensure that every in-text citation corresponds to an entry in the
bibliography or reference list, and vice versa.

Q: Can I use a combination of footnotes and endnotes
in my Chicago style thesis?
A: The Chicago Manual of Style generally recommends choosing either footnotes
or endnotes and using that format consistently throughout your thesis.
Consult your advisor or department guidelines, as some institutions may have
specific preferences.

Q: How do I cite a website in Chicago style if it
has no author listed?
A: If a website has no author, you begin the citation with the title of the
specific page or article. For the Notes-Bibliography system, the note would
start with the title, and the bibliography would also start with the title.
For the Author-Date system, if there's no author, the citation in the
reference list often starts with the title of the work, and the in-text
citation might use the first few words of the title if no other identifying
information is available, or the organization's name if it functions as an
author.
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