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Chicago Style Citation Examples for Podcasts: A Comprehensive Guide

Chicago style citation examples for podcasts are crucial for academics, researchers, and writers
seeking to properly attribute audio content within their work. As podcasts have become a ubiquitous
source of information and entertainment, understanding how to cite them according to the Chicago
Manual of Style (CMOS) is essential for maintaining academic integrity and providing clear attribution.
This comprehensive guide will delve into the nuances of citing various podcast elements, from
individual episodes to entire series, ensuring you can confidently navigate the process. We will
explore the core components of a Chicago style podcast citation, discuss variations for different types
of podcast sources, and provide clear, actionable examples to illuminate the process.
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Understanding the Core Components of a Chicago Style
Podcast Citation

When constructing a Chicago style citation for a podcast, several key pieces of information are
typically required to ensure your reader can locate the source. These components work together to
provide a complete and unambiguous reference. The Chicago Manual of Style emphasizes clarity and
the ability for a reader to verify the information you are presenting.

The fundamental elements generally include the host(s) or narrator(s), the episode title, the podcast
series title, the publisher or producer (if applicable and distinct from the host), the date of publication
(or release), and a URL or other locator information. The specific order and formatting of these
elements can vary slightly depending on whether you are citing an individual episode or the entire
series, and whether you are using footnotes/endnotes or a bibliography. It's important to remember
that the goal is always to provide enough information for your audience to find the exact source.

Host(s) or Narrator(s)

Identifying the primary voice or voices associated with the podcast is a critical first step. This is often
presented as the authorial element in a citation. For podcasts, this typically refers to the host or main
narrator(s) of the episode or series. If there are multiple hosts, list them in the order they appear. If
the host’s name is not readily available, you may need to use the title of the podcast itself as the
primary authorial element, though this is less common for well-established podcasts.



Episode Title

Each episode of a podcast usually has a specific title. This title is crucial for pinpointing the exact
content you are referencing. In Chicago style, episode titles are generally placed in quotation marks,
similar to how you would cite an article within a larger publication. This distinguishes it as a discrete
unit within the broader podcast series.

Podcast Series Title

The overarching name of the podcast is the series title. This provides context for the individual
episode and helps the reader understand the broader subject matter or theme. The podcast series
title is typically italicized, functioning much like the title of a book or a journal.

Publisher or Producer

While not always explicitly stated or easily identifiable, the publisher or producer of the podcast can
be an important piece of information, especially for professionally produced podcasts. This could be a
media company, a university, or an independent production house. If this information is available, it
should be included to provide further context and traceability.

Date of Publication or Release

The date on which the podcast episode was released is a vital piece of information for establishing the
timeliness of the content and for the reader to locate the specific version. This is usually presented in
a standard date format, such as Month Day, Year.

URL or Other Locator

As most podcasts are accessed online, a stable URL (Uniform Resource Locator) is the most common
way to provide access to the source. Ensure the URL is accurate and leads directly to the episode or
the podcast’'s main page. If the podcast is accessed through a specific platform that requires a
subscription or login, it may be helpful to note that, though a direct URL is always preferred.

Citing a Specific Podcast Episode

Citing a specific podcast episode is the most common scenario when referencing podcast content.
This involves providing enough detail so that a reader can find the exact audio segment you have
used. The general format for citing an episode in Chicago style footnotes/endnotes and bibliography
entries involves a specific arrangement of the core components discussed previously. It's important to
distinguish between the format for a footnote/endnote and a bibliography entry, as they often have
slight variations in punctuation and the order of elements.



Footnote/Endnote Citation for a Podcast Episode

In a footnote or endnote, the citation typically begins with the host's name (or relevant authorial
element), followed by the episode title in quotation marks, the podcast series title in italics, the
publisher (if known), the date of release, and finally, the URL. Commas and periods are used
strategically to separate these elements, creating a clear and readable entry. Pay close attention to
the initial punctuation, as the first footnote entry for a source is usually more detailed than
subsequent entries for the same source.

Here's a general template for a footnote/endnote citation:

e First Footnote/Endnote: Host Name(s), “Episode Title,” Podcast Series Title (Publisher, if
applicable), Month Day, Year, URL.

e Subsequent Footnote/Endnote: Host Name(s), “Episode Title.”

Let's illustrate with an example:

Example Footnote: Ira Glass, “125: Start Over,” This American Life (WBEZ Chicago, October 19,
2018), https://www.thisamericanlife.org/450/125-start-over.

Bibliography Entry for a Podcast Episode

The bibliography entry for a podcast episode is very similar to the footnote, but it typically begins with
the last name of the host, followed by a comma and then the first name. This inversion of the name is
standard for bibliography entries in Chicago style. The punctuation remains consistent, with the
episode title in quotation marks and the podcast series title in italics, followed by the publisher, date,
and URL. The bibliography entry aims to provide a complete reference that is easily scanned and
organized alphabetically.

Here’s a general template for a bibliography entry:

* Host Last Name, First Name. “Episode Title.” Podcast Series Title. Publisher (if applicable),
Month Day, Year. URL.

Using the same example for the bibliography:

Example Bibliography Entry: Glass, Ira. “125: Start Over.” This American Life. WBEZ Chicago,
October 19, 2018. https://www.thisamericanlife.org/450/125-start-over.

Citing an Entire Podcast Series

Sometimes, instead of referencing a specific episode, you might want to cite the podcast series as a



whole, perhaps when you've drawn general information or a perspective from the entire body of work.
This type of citation is less common than citing individual episodes but is still important to understand
for comprehensive referencing. The focus shifts from a single unit of content to the broader
publication.

Footnote/Endnote Citation for a Podcast Series

When citing the entire podcast series in a footnote or endnote, you will typically list the host(s) or
narrator(s) first, followed by the podcast series title in italics. If a specific publisher or producer is
identifiable, include that information. You can also include a general date range or the year of the first
publication if that's all the information available, and a URL to the podcast's main website or landing

page.
Here’s a general template for a footnote/endnote citation:

e First Footnote/Endnote: Host Name(s), Podcast Series Title (Publisher, if applicable), URL.

Example:

Example Footnote: Roman Mars, 99% Invisible (Radiotopia, accessed November 15, 2023),
https://99percentinvisible.org/.

Bibliography Entry for a Podcast Series

Similar to the footnote, the bibliography entry for a podcast series begins with the host's last name,
followed by their first name. The podcast series title is italicized, and the publisher and URL are
included. If the podcast has been ongoing for many years, you might indicate a date range, such as
"2010-Present."

Here’s a general template for a bibliography entry:

e Host Last Name, First Name. Podcast Series Title. Publisher (if applicable), Year(s) of Publication.
URL.

Example:

Example Bibliography Entry: Mars, Roman. 99% Invisible. Radiotopia, 2010-Present.
https://99percentinvisible.org/.

Citing Multiple Episodes from a Series



When your research draws upon several episodes from the same podcast series, you have a couple of
options for citation. You can cite each episode individually, which is the most precise method.
Alternatively, if the episodes share a common theme or you're referring to the series broadly but need
to acknowledge specific examples, you can cite the series and then mention the specific episodes
within your text. The Chicago style encourages precision, so individual citations are often preferred.

Individual Citations for Each Episode

This is the most straightforward and recommended method for citing multiple episodes. Treat each
episode as a separate source, following the guidelines for citing a specific podcast episode outlined
earlier. This ensures that your reader can access the exact content you have referenced for each
point you make.

Referencing in Text with Series Citation

If you are discussing a general theme or argument that is present across several episodes of a
podcast, you might cite the series as a whole in your bibliography and then, within the main body of
your text (not in a footnote or endnote, unless necessary), refer to the specific episodes that support
your claim. For example, you might write: "As explored in multiple episodes of Serial (Sermon and
Gold, 2014-2018), the complexities of the legal system..." followed by a footnote or endnote citing a
specific episode if a particular quote or piece of evidence is being used.

Variations in Podcast Citation

The world of podcasts is diverse, and so are the ways they are produced and distributed. Chicago
style, while providing clear guidelines, also allows for some flexibility to accommodate these
variations. It's important to consult the latest edition of the Chicago Manual of Style for the most
current recommendations, as best practices can evolve.

Podcasts with No Clear Host or Publisher

In instances where a podcast lacks a clearly identified host or a discernible publisher, you may need
to adapt the citation. If there's no host, the episode title can sometimes serve as the primary authorial
element, or you might use the podcast series title if that's the most prominent identifying feature. For
an unknown publisher, you would simply omit that element from the citation. The goal remains to
provide as much identifiable information as possible.

Interviews and Guest Appearances

When a podcast features an interview with a guest, or when a particular individual is being
interviewed on a podcast, their role can influence the citation. If the guest is the primary focus and
their expertise is being highlighted, they might be treated as the author of that specific episode's
content. If the podcast host is more prominent, they will likely remain the primary authorial element.



Always consider who is central to the content you are referencing.

Corporate or Organizational Podcasts

Many organizations and corporations produce their own podcasts. In these cases, the organization
itself can be treated as the author or publisher. If a specific person within the organization is the host,
you would typically list them as the host, with the organization as the publisher. If the podcast is
presented as a general output of the organization without a specific host, the organization’s name
might appear as the primary authorial element.

When to Use Footnotes vs. Endnotes for Podcast
Citations

The choice between using footnotes and endnotes in Chicago style is largely a matter of stylistic
preference for your publisher or instructor, or what best suits the flow of your own writing. Both
methods serve the same purpose: to provide citations for your sources without disrupting the main
text.

Footnotes

Footnotes appear at the bottom of the page where the citation is referenced. They are generally
preferred for their immediacy; readers can see the citation without having to turn to the end of the
document. For shorter works or works where frequent referencing is necessary, footnotes can be
more convenient. Each footnote corresponds to a numbered superscript in the text.

Endnotes

Endnotes are compiled at the end of the main body of the text, before the bibliography. They are
organized numerically and correspond to the superscript numbers in the text. Endnotes can be useful
for longer works or when the author wishes to keep the main text as clean and uncluttered as
possible. Some find endnotes less intrusive to the reading experience than footnotes, especially in
extensive academic papers.

Regardless of whether you choose footnotes or endnotes, the format of the podcast citation itself
remains consistent, as detailed in the previous sections. The key is to ensure that every piece of
information cited in the text is clearly and accurately represented in either the footnotes or endnotes,
and then comprehensively listed in the bibliography.



FAQ

Q: How do | cite a podcast episode if | don't know the
publisher?

A: If the publisher of a podcast episode is not readily available or identifiable, you can simply omit this
element from your citation. Focus on providing the other essential components like the host(s),
episode title, podcast series title, date of release, and URL. The Chicago Manual of Style prioritizes
clarity and the ability for a reader to locate the source, so providing as much verifiable information as
possible is key.

Q: What if a podcast episode has a guest speaker who is more
prominent than the host?

A: When a guest speaker is the central figure or primary contributor to the content of a specific
podcast episode, you may consider listing the guest as the authorial element in your citation,
especially if their expertise is the reason for referencing that particular episode. However, if the host
remains the primary voice and facilitator, they may still be listed as the host with the guest
acknowledged within the episode description if relevant. Always prioritize the person whose
contribution is most significant to your argument.

Q: How do | cite a podcast from a streaming service like
Spotify or Apple Podcasts?

A: When citing a podcast from a streaming service, the primary goal is to provide a direct URL to the
episode if possible. Many streaming services allow you to generate shareable links. If a direct link to
the episode isn't feasible, provide a link to the podcast's main page on that platform. Ensure your
citation accurately reflects the platform through which you accessed the content.

Q: Should I include the duration of the podcast episode in my
citation?

A: The Chicago Manual of Style generally does not require the inclusion of the podcast episode's
duration in a citation. The focus is on providing sufficient information for identification and retrieval. If
the duration is exceptionally important for your specific research context, you might consider noting it
parenthetically in your text or as an ancillary piece of information, but it is not a standard citation
element.

Q: What is the difference between citing a podcast episode
and citing a podcast series in Chicago style?

A: Citing a podcast episode requires detailed information about that specific segment, including the
episode title, host, podcast series title, publisher, date, and URL. Citing an entire podcast series is
more general, focusing on the overall publication, typically including the host(s), the series title,



publisher, and a URL to the series' homepage or a general timeframe of its existence, rather than a
specific episode.

Q: How do | format citations for podcasts if the host's name is
not provided?

A: If a podcast episode lacks a clearly identified host, you should use the title of the podcast series as
the primary authorial element. If the episode also has a distinct title, this would follow, enclosed in
quotation marks. The publisher (if known), date, and URL would then follow in the standard order for a
podcast citation.

Q: Do | need to update my citations if the podcast episode is
later updated or re-released?

A: If you are citing a specific version of a podcast episode that has been updated or re-released, it is
best practice to note this in your citation if possible, or at least ensure the date of access accurately
reflects the version you consulted. If a new URL is provided for the updated version, use that. Clarity
and accuracy in directing your reader to the specific content you used are paramount.
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