chicago style citation examples for
photographs

Understanding Chicago Style Citation for Photographs

chicago style citation examples for photographs are crucial for anyone navigating academic
writing, historical research, or any field where visual evidence is paramount. Properly attributing
photographic sources demonstrates academic integrity, avoids plagiarism, and allows readers to
locate the original material for further study. This comprehensive guide will delve into the nuances
of citing photographs in Chicago style, covering various scenarios from museum archives to online
repositories. We will explore the essential components of a Chicago style citation for images and
provide clear, actionable examples for diverse types of photographic sources.
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Why Proper Citation of Photographs Matters

The act of citing photographs is more than just a formality; it is a cornerstone of academic honesty
and intellectual property respect. When you use a photograph in your work, you are relying on the
labor of the photographer, the curator, or the institution that preserved and made it accessible.
Failing to provide a proper Chicago style citation for photographs misrepresents the origin of the
image, potentially leading to accusations of plagiarism. Furthermore, accurate citations empower
your audience. They can use your provided information to verify the image's authenticity, explore its
context, and conduct their own research, enriching the scholarly discourse. This transparency builds
credibility for your work and for yourself as a researcher.

In fields heavily reliant on visual evidence, such as art history, history, and anthropology, the
provenance of an image is often as important as the image itself. The context in which a photograph



was taken, who took it, and who owned it can all contribute significantly to its meaning and
interpretation. By providing a meticulous Chicago style citation, you are not only giving credit where
it is due but also offering crucial contextual information that can deepen your readers'
understanding of your analysis and arguments. This attention to detail distinguishes professional
and trustworthy scholarship from casual use of visual materials.

Key Components of a Chicago Style Photograph
Citation

Regardless of where you find a photograph, certain core pieces of information are generally required
for a robust Chicago style citation. These elements ensure that your reader can, in principle, find the
original source. While the exact order and format may vary slightly depending on the specific source
type and whether you are using notes or a bibliography, understanding these fundamental
components is essential. For a clear and effective citation, aim to include as much identifying
information as possible.

The essential elements typically include:

e The name of the photographer (if known).

 The title of the photograph or a descriptive caption if no formal title exists.

e The date the photograph was taken or published.

e The medium (e.g., photograph, albumen print, daguerreotype), if relevant and known.
e The name of the collection or archive where the photograph is housed.

e The location of the collection or archive (city, state/province, country).

¢ A unique identifier, such as a collection number, item number, or negative number.

e The URL and access date if the photograph was accessed online.

Citing Photographs from Physical Archives and
Collections

Photographs housed in physical archives, libraries, or special collections often require detailed
citations to pinpoint their exact location within the institution. The process involves identifying the
photographer, the image's title or description, the date, and crucially, the specific holding institution
and its location. When citing from such sources, it is vital to consult any provided cataloging



information. This might include collection names, box numbers, folder numbers, or accession
numbers that help distinguish one item from thousands.

For a note citation, you would typically start with the photographer, followed by the title (in
quotation marks), the date, and then the collection information and location. For the bibliography,
the order and punctuation might be slightly adjusted, but the core information remains the same.
Always strive for the most specific locator information available in the archive's finding aids.

Example: Photograph from a University Archive

Let's imagine you found a photograph of a historical event in a university's special collection.
Note Citation:

e John Smith, "Protest March on Campus," 1968, John Smith Papers, Box 3, Folder 12,
University Archives, University of Chicago, Chicago, IL.

Bibliography Citation:

e Smith, John. "Protest March on Campus." 1968. John Smith Papers. Box 3, Folder 12.
University Archives, University of Chicago, Chicago, IL.

In this example, "Protest March on Campus" is the descriptive title of the photograph, "1968" is the
date, and the subsequent information directs the reader to the specific location within the John
Smith Papers at the University Archives.

Example: Photograph from a Museum Collection

Citing a photograph from a museum requires similar precision, focusing on the museum's cataloging
system.

Note Citation:

e Dorothea Lange, "Migrant Mother," 1936, photograph, Dorothea Lange Collection, Library of
Congress, Washington, D.C.

Bibliography Citation:

e Lange, Dorothea. "Migrant Mother." 1936. Photograph. Dorothea Lange Collection. Library of
Congress, Washington, D.C.



Here, "Migrant Mother" is the well-known title of the photograph. If no specific title is given, you
would use a brief description. The mention of "photograph" as the medium is included if it helps
clarify the item.

Citing Photographs from Online Databases and
Websites

The digital age has made accessing images easier than ever, but it also introduces new challenges
for citation. When citing photographs found online, it is crucial to include the URL and the date you
accessed the material, as online content can be changed or removed. The Chicago Manual of Style
(CMOS) generally advises providing as much information as is available on the webpage itself.

The key components remain the same: photographer, title/description, date, and then the website
name, publisher (if different from the website name), URL, and access date. If the photograph is part
of a larger collection within a website, include that information as well. For digital archives, often a
specific accession number or digital object identifier (DOI) will be available and should be included.

Example: Photograph from a Digital Archive Website

Suppose you found an image on the website of a historical society.
Note Citation:

e "Aerial View of City Hall," 1925, image no. 12345, Historical Society of Metropolis Digital
Collections, accessed May 15, 2023, http://www.metropolishistory.org/images/12345.

Bibliography Citation:

e "Aerial View of City Hall." 1925. Image no. 12345. Historical Society of Metropolis Digital
Collections. Accessed May 15, 2023. http://www.metropolishistory.org/images/12345.

In this scenario, since the photographer's name is unknown, we use a descriptive title. The image
number is a critical piece of information for retrieval.

Example: Photograph from a General Website (e.g., a news
article)



When using an image that accompanies a web article, you would cite both the image and the article.
Note Citation:

e Jane Doe, "Local Park Renovations Underway," photograph, Associated Press, May 10, 2023,
The Metropolis Times, accessed May 15, 2023,
https://www.metropolistimes.com/news/park-renovations.

Bibliography Citation:

e Doe, Jane. "Local Park Renovations Underway." Photograph. Associated Press. May 10, 2023.
The Metropolis Times. Accessed May 15, 2023.
https://www.metropolistimes.com/news/park-renovations.

Here, we include the photographer, the title of the accompanying article, the date, the source of the
image (Associated Press), the publication name, the access date, and the URL.

Citing Photographs Found in Books and Periodicals

Photographs published within books or academic journals are typically cited as part of the larger
work. The Chicago style citation for photographs in these contexts often involves referencing the
book or article where the image appears, noting the page number, and potentially crediting the
photographer if that information is explicitly provided.

The primary focus shifts to citing the publication itself, with the image's location within that
publication being a secondary, albeit important, detail. When an image is reproduced from a
collection or archive within a book, you may need to cite both the original source and the
publication.

Example: Photograph in a Book

If you are referencing a photograph that appears on page 75 of a book.
Note Citation:

¢ Ansel Adams, "Moonrise, Hernandez, New Mexico," 1941, photograph, in "Ansel Adams: 400
Photographs" (New York: Little, Brown and Company, 1988), 75.

Bibliography Citation:



e Adams, Ansel. "Moonrise, Hernandez, New Mexico." 1941. Photograph. In "Ansel Adams: 400
Photographs," 75. New York: Little, Brown and Company, 1988.

This citation includes the photographer, the photograph's title, the date it was taken, and then the
publication details of the book where it is reproduced, including the specific page number.

Example: Photograph in a Journal Article

For a photograph used within a scholarly journal article.
Note Citation:

e Unknown photographer, "Street Scene in Paris," ca. 1900, gelatin silver print, in John Smith,
"The Belle Epoque and Urban Life," Journal of Historical Studies 45, no. 3 (2020): 112, fig. 4.

Bibliography Citation:

e Unknown photographer. "Street Scene in Paris." Ca. 1900. Gelatin silver print. In John Smith,
"The Belle Epoque and Urban Life," 112, fig. 4. Journal of Historical Studies 45, no. 3 (2020).

When the photographer is unknown, "Unknown photographer" is used. The "ca." indicates an
approximate date. "fig. 4" refers to the figure number within the article, which is often how images
are labeled.

Special Considerations for Photographic Citations

Several specific scenarios may require adjustments to the standard Chicago style citation for
photographs. These include when the copyright holder is different from the archive, when you have
limited information, or when dealing with different photographic processes. Always err on the side
of providing more information if available. Understanding these nuances will help you craft accurate
and complete citations in all situations.

When Photographer is Unknown

It is not uncommon to encounter photographs where the photographer is not credited. In such cases,
you should clearly indicate this in your citation. The Chicago Manual of Style suggests using
"Unknown photographer" or a descriptive title as the primary identifier. The goal is to be
transparent about the limitations of the available information.



Note Citation:

e "Portrait of a Family," 1910, unidentified studio, Daguerreotype Collection, New York
Historical Society, New York.

Bibliography Citation:

e "Portrait of a Family." 1910. Unidentified studio. Daguerreotype Collection. New York
Historical Society, New York.

Here, "Unidentified studio" provides a hint about the origin, even if a specific photographer cannot
be named.

When Copyright Information is Crucial

While Chicago style primarily focuses on source attribution for research purposes, in some academic
contexts, especially those involving copyright, noting this information might be beneficial. However,
the standard citation format itself does not always include explicit copyright statements unless it's
integral to the source's identification or permissions are being discussed. If copyright is a significant
aspect of your discussion, it might be mentioned in the text or a separate note.

Different Photographic Processes

If the type of photographic process is known and relevant to your work (e.g., daguerreotype,
albumen print, daguerreotype), it is good practice to include this information in the citation, often
after the title or date. This adds a layer of specificity that can be important for historical or art
historical research.

Common Mistakes to Avoid

When citing photographs, researchers can fall into several common traps that undermine the
accuracy and completeness of their citations. Being aware of these pitfalls can help you avoid them
and ensure your Chicago style citations are as robust as possible. Attention to detail is paramount
when dealing with photographic sources, as they often have complex provenance and multiple points
of attribution.

Here are some frequent errors:



¢ Insufficient Detail: Omitting key information like the archive, collection number, or URL can
make a citation useless.

e Incorrect Formatting: Mixing up the order of elements or using incorrect punctuation (e.g.,
missing commas, periods, or quotation marks) according to Chicago style guidelines.

e Vague Descriptions: Using overly general terms instead of specific titles or clear
descriptions when the photographer or formal title is unknown.

e Ignoring Access Dates for Online Sources: Failing to include the access date for online
images, which is critical because web content can change.

¢ Confusing Source and Medium: Not clearly distinguishing between the source where the
image was found (e.g., a book) and the original medium of the photograph.

e Plagiarism by Omission: Using an image without any citation at all, which is the most
serious error and constitutes academic dishonesty.

By carefully reviewing your Chicago style citation examples for photographs against these common
mistakes, you can significantly improve the quality and credibility of your academic work.

Frequently Asked Questions about Chicago Style
Citation for Photographs

Q: What is the most important information to include when
citing a photograph in Chicago style?

A: The most important information includes the photographer's name (if known), the title or a
descriptive caption of the photograph, the date it was taken or published, and the source where you
found it (e.g., archive, website, book), including specific location details like collection numbers or
URLs.

Q: How do I cite a photograph if I don't know who the
photographer is?

A: If the photographer is unknown, you should state "Unknown photographer" or use a descriptive
title for the photograph as the primary identifier. The source where you found the image remains
critical for attribution.

Q: Should I include the URL and access date for photographs
found online?

A: Yes, absolutely. For any source accessed online, including photographs, you must include the full



URL and the date you accessed the material. This is because online content can be altered or
removed, making the access date crucial for verification.

Q: What is the difference between a note citation and a
bibliography citation for a photograph?

A: A note citation (usually appearing at the bottom of a page or end of a chapter) is often more
detailed and directly refers to the specific instance of use. A bibliography citation (at the end of the
work) provides a comprehensive list of all sources used, typically with a slightly different formatting
and order of information compared to the note.

Q: How do I cite a photograph that is part of a larger
collection, like in a museum or archive?

A: You need to be as specific as possible. This typically involves naming the photographer, the
photograph's title, the date, and then details about the collection, such as the collection's name, box
number, folder number, or accession number, followed by the institution's name and location.

Q: If a photograph is reproduced in a book or journal, do I cite
the original source or the publication?

A: You should cite both. The primary citation will be for the book or journal article where you found
the image, including the page number or figure number. However, it is good practice to also note
the original source of the photograph if that information is provided.

Q: Does Chicago style require me to mention copyright status
for photographs?

A: While standard Chicago style citations focus on source attribution for research purposes, you are
not typically required to include formal copyright statements within the citation itself unless it is a
significant aspect of your argument or you are discussing permissions. However, always be mindful
of copyright regulations when using images.

Q: What if a photograph has a specific title, but it was taken a
long time ago and the exact date is unknown?

A: In such cases, use "ca." (circa) followed by the approximate date (e.g., ca. 1910). If the date is
completely unknown, you can omit it, but providing an approximate date is always preferable if
possible.
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