chicago style citation examples for
multi-volume works

chicago style citation examples for multi-volume works are essential for academic
and scholarly writing, ensuring proper attribution and clarity when referencing extensive
collections of information. Navigating the intricacies of the Chicago Manual of Style
(CMOS) for multi-volume sets can present unique challenges, from citing the entire work
to specific volumes and even individual essays within a series. This comprehensive guide
will demystify the process, providing clear, detailed examples for both footnote/endnote
and bibliography entries. We will explore the nuances of citing single volumes, multiple
volumes from the same set, and the critical elements that distinguish these citations.
Understanding these distinctions is paramount for researchers aiming for precision and
adherence to academic standards.
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Understanding the Basics of Chicago Style
Citations for Multi-Volume Works

When referencing a multi-volume work in Chicago style, the primary goal is to provide
enough information for your reader to locate the exact source material they are interested
in. This involves identifying the specific volume being consulted, the overall work, and the
author or editor. Unlike single-volume books, multi-volume sets often have an overarching
title and may have individual volume titles or designations. The Chicago Manual of Style
offers specific guidelines to accommodate these complexities, ensuring that citations are
both accurate and concise.

The distinction between citing the entire multi-volume work and a specific volume within
it is crucial. If you are drawing information from multiple volumes or referencing the set
as a whole, the citation will differ from when you are referencing a single, specific volume.
The system allows for flexibility, recognizing that researchers might engage with a large
collection in different ways. Properly handling these citations enhances the credibility of
your research and respects intellectual property.



Footnote and Endnote Citations for Multi-Volume
Works

Footnotes and endnotes serve as immediate references within the text, pointing the reader
to the specific source. For multi-volume works, these citations need to be precise, often
including the volume number prominently. The basic structure generally includes the
author's name, the title of the specific volume (if applicable and distinct), the general title
of the multi-volume work, publication details, and the page number.

Citing a Specific Volume from a Multi-Volume Set

When you are referencing material from a single volume within a larger set, the citation
should clearly indicate which volume you used. The author and title are paramount,
followed by the publication details of that specific volume, and then the page number. If
the volume has a unique title, it should be included. If not, the overall work title will
suffice, with the volume number serving as the primary differentiator.

For example, if you are citing a specific volume of a biographical dictionary, you would
note the individual entry's author, the dictionary's overall title, the volume number,
publication information, and the relevant page. The order is important to ensure clarity
and adherence to Chicago style conventions. This precise referencing allows for easy
verification of your source material.

Citing Multiple Volumes from the Same Work

If your research draws from several volumes of the same multi-volume work, the initial
citation in your footnotes or endnotes can be slightly more comprehensive. It should
clearly state the author, the complete title of the work, and the publication details.
However, subsequent references to any volume within that same set can be shortened
using an abbreviated title and the specific volume number. This practice avoids
redundancy and keeps your notes streamlined.

The abbreviated title typically consists of the main title of the work, omitting any subtitles
or clarifying phrases. The volume number is then explicitly stated, followed by the page
number. This system is designed for efficiency without sacrificing the ability for the reader
to trace the source back to its full citation in the bibliography.

Example Footnote/Endnote Citations

e Footnote/Endnote for a specific volume:

1. John Smith, The History of Nations, Vol. 3: The Modern Era (New York: Academic
Press, 2010), 45.

e Subsequent footnote/endnote for the same work:



2. Smith, History of Nations, Vol. 4, 112.
e Footnote/endnote for a volume without a distinct title:

3. Jane Doe, Encyclopedia of Science, vol. 7 (Chicago: University Press, 2015), 210.

Bibliography Entries for Multi-Volume Works

The bibliography, typically found at the end of a paper, provides a complete list of all
sources consulted. For multi-volume works, the bibliography entry requires a slightly
different format than footnotes or endnotes. The aim is to provide the full publishing
details of the entire set or the specific volume referenced, allowing readers to locate the
work themselves.

The structure of a bibliography entry is generally more detailed, providing the author's full
name, the title of the work, publication information, and, crucially, the total number of
volumes in the set or the specific volume's details. The distinction between citing the
entire work and a specific volume remains important here, influencing the information
presented.

Bibliography Entry for the Entire Multi-Volume Set

When you have extensively used a multi-volume set or are referencing it as a whole, you
might cite the entire work. This entry typically includes the author's name, the complete
title of the multi-volume work, and the total number of volumes. The publication
information follows, indicating the publisher and the year(s) of publication. If volumes
were published over a span of years, this range should be indicated.

This comprehensive approach is useful when the set itself is the primary source of
information for your research, and you are not necessarily drawing from one specific
volume more than others. It establishes the authority of the entire collection you are
engaging with.

Bibliography Entry for a Specific Volume

If your research focused on a particular volume within a multi-volume set, your
bibliography entry should reflect that. You will list the author, the title of the specific
volume (if it has one), the overall title of the work, the volume number, the publisher, and
the year of publication for that volume. This provides the most direct path for a reader to
find the precise material you cited.

This specificity is crucial for academic integrity. It assures your reader that you have
consulted the exact source you claim to have used and allows them to verify your findings
efficiently. If the volume has no distinct title, you will use the main title of the work and
clearly indicate the volume number.



Example Bibliography Entries

» Bibliography entry for the entire work:
Smith, John. The History of Nations. 5 vols. New York: Academic Press, 2008-2012.
e Bibliography entry for a specific volume:

Smith, John. The History of Nations, Vol. 3: The Modern Era. New York: Academic
Press, 2010.

e Bibliography entry for a volume without a distinct title:

Doe, Jane. Encyclopedia of Science. Vol. 7. Chicago: University Press, 2015.

Specific Scenarios and Advanced Examples

Beyond the basic citations, Chicago style addresses more complex situations involving
multi-volume works. These can include situations where volumes are edited by different
individuals, where a work is part of a larger series, or when referring to essays or chapters
within a multi-volume collection.

Works with Different Editors for Each Volume

When each volume of a multi-volume set has a different editor, the citation needs to reflect
this. In the footnote/endnote, you would typically mention the editor of the specific volume
you are citing. In the bibliography, the entry would list the overall work title, followed by
the specific volume's details, including its editor.

This ensures that credit is given to the correct editorial team for the portion of the work
being referenced. For instance, if you cite Volume 2, edited by Dr. Alice Brown, that
information should be present in your citation.

Referencing an Essay or Chapter within a Multi-Volume
Work

Citing a specific essay or chapter within a multi-volume work requires even greater detail.
You must identify the author of the essay, the title of the essay, the title of the multi-
volume work, the editor(s) of the work (if applicable), the volume number, the page
numbers of the essay, and the publication details of the entire work.

This format ensures that the reader can pinpoint not just the volume but the specific
contribution within that volume. It is similar to citing a chapter in a single-volume edited
book, but with the added layer of the multi-volume aspect.



Examples of Advanced Citations

e Footnote/Endnote for an essay in a multi-volume work:

4. Emily Carter, "The Renaissance Art Movement," in A Comprehensive History of
Europe, Vol. 2: Medieval and Renaissance, ed. Robert Green (London: Global
Publishing House, 2005), 315.

e Bibliography entry for the same essay:

Carter, Emily. "The Renaissance Art Movement." In A Comprehensive History of
Europe, Vol. 2: Medieval and Renaissance, edited by Robert Green, 315-40. London:
Global Publishing House, 2005.

e Footnote/Endnote for a volume edited by a different person:

5. David Lee, Biographies of Great Thinkers, Vol. 4: 20th Century, ed. Sarah Chen
(New York: Scholar Press, 2018), 199.

Key Elements for Accurate Citation

Regardless of the specific scenario, several key elements must be consistently present for
accurate Chicago style citations of multi-volume works. These include the author(s) or
editor(s) names, the title of the work (and specific volume if applicable), the volume
number, the publication location, the publisher, and the year of publication.

The order in which these elements appear is dictated by Chicago style, whether in
footnotes/endnotes or the bibliography. Accuracy in spelling, punctuation, and
capitalization is paramount. A misplaced comma or an incorrect italicization can hinder
clarity and detract from the professionalism of your work. Regularly consulting the latest
edition of the Chicago Manual of Style is advisable for ensuring adherence to current
standards.












Q: How do I cite a multi-volume encyclopedia in Chicago
style if I only used one volume?

A: When citing a specific volume of a multi-volume encyclopedia, you would list the author
of the entry (if there is one), the title of the entry, the name of the encyclopedia, the
volume number, the publisher, and the year of publication. For example: John Doe,
"Quantum Physics," in The Encyclopedia of Modern Science, Vol. 3 (New York: Global
Academic Press, 2020).

Q: What is the difference between a footnote citation
and a bibliography entry for a multi-volume work?

A: A footnote or endnote citation is a brief in-text reference that provides essential
information to locate the source, including the volume number and page. A bibliography
entry is a more comprehensive listing that provides all publication details of the work,
allowing readers to find the complete source. Footnotes often use abbreviations for
subsequent references, while bibliography entries are always full citations.

Q: Do I need to include the total number of volumes in
the bibliography entry if I only cited one volume?

A: Generally, if you are citing a specific volume, you do not need to include the total
number of volumes in the bibliography entry. The focus is on providing complete
publication details for the specific volume you used. However, if you are citing the entire
multi-volume set as a whole, then the total number of volumes is essential.

Q: How do I cite a multi-volume historical collection of
documents where each volume has a different editor?

A: For a multi-volume collection of documents with different editors per volume, your
footnote/endnote would cite the author of the specific document, followed by the title of
the document, then the title of the collection, the editor of that specific volume, the
volume number, and publication details. In the bibliography, you would list the document
author, document title, the collection title, the editor of the relevant volume, and the
publication information.

Q: What if a multi-volume work was published over
several years? How is this reflected in the citation?

A: If a multi-volume work was published over a span of years, you should indicate the
range of years in your citation. In the bibliography, this would look like: Author, Title, Vol.
X (Publisher, Yearl-Year2). In footnotes/endnotes, if you are citing a specific volume, you
use the publication year of that particular volume. If you are referring to the work
generally, the range of years is appropriate.
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