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Chicago Style Citation Examples for Book Chapters: A Comprehensive Guide

chicago style citation examples for book chapters are essential for academic and professional
writing, ensuring proper attribution and avoiding plagiarism. This guide provides a detailed
exploration of how to cite individual chapters within edited volumes, anthologies, and other
collections using the Chicago Manual of Style. Mastering these citation formats is crucial for
researchers, students, and writers across various disciplines who adhere to the Chicago style. We
will delve into the nuances of both the notes-bibliography system and the author-date system,
covering common scenarios and providing clear, actionable examples. Understanding the specific
elements required for each citation type will enhance the credibility and integrity of your work.
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Understanding the Chicago Manual of Style for
Chapters

The Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS) is a widely respected style guide used in many academic fields,
particularly in history, literature, and the arts. When citing a specific chapter within a larger work,
CMOS provides distinct formats depending on whether you are using the notes-bibliography system
or the author-date system. The primary goal is to give readers enough information to locate the
exact source of your information with ease.

This involves identifying the author of the chapter, the title of the chapter, the title of the larger
work (the book), the editor(s) or compiler(s) of the book, the publication details (place, publisher,
year), and the page numbers where the chapter appears. The precise order and punctuation of these
elements differ between the two citation systems, and understanding these differences is
fundamental to accurate Chicago style referencing.

Chicago Style Notes-Bibliography System for Book
Chapters

The notes-bibliography system, often referred to as the “footnote/endnote” system, is prevalent in
the humanities. It uses numbered footnotes or endnotes within the text to cite sources, with a
corresponding bibliography at the end of the work that lists all cited sources alphabetically. This
system offers flexibility in providing detailed source information directly where it is needed.

Footnote/Endnote Citation for Book Chapters

When citing a book chapter in a footnote or endnote, you typically begin with the chapter author's
first name followed by their last name. Then comes the chapter title, enclosed in quotation marks.
This is followed by the title of the book or collection, italicized, along with the editor(s) or
compiler(s) names (preceded by "in" and often followed by "ed." or "eds."). Finally, you include the
publication information and the specific page number(s) being referenced.

The general format for a footnote/endnote citation of a book chapter is:

Chapter Author First Name Last Name, "Chapter Title," in Book Title, ed. Editor First Name
Last Name (Publication City: Publisher, Year), Page Number(s).

Here is a practical example:

Michael Pollan, "The Botany of Desire," in The Norton Book of Nature Writing, ed. John Elder
(New York: W. W. Norton & Company, 2001), 85.



For subsequent citations of the same source, a shortened form is typically used, omitting the
publication details and including only the chapter author's last name, chapter title, and page
number.

Bibliography Entry for Book Chapters

The bibliography entry for a book chapter shares many elements with the footnote/endnote citation
but follows a slightly different structure and order. The chapter author's last name appears first,
followed by their first name. The chapter title is still in quotation marks, and the book title is
italicized. The editor(s) or compiler(s) are listed after the book title, often with "ed." or "eds."
preceding their names. The publication information is included, but instead of a specific page
number for the citation, you provide the entire page range of the chapter.

The general format for a bibliography entry of a book chapter is:

Chapter Author Last Name, First Name. "Chapter Title." In Book Title, edited by Editor First
Name Last Name, Page Range. Publication City: Publisher, Year.

Using the same example as above, the bibliography entry would look like this:

Pollan, Michael. "The Botany of Desire." In The Norton Book of Nature Writing, edited by John
Elder, 85–102. New York: W. W. Norton & Company, 2001.

Note the use of "edited by" before the editor's name and the inclusion of the full page range of the
chapter in the bibliography. The period at the end of the entry marks its completion.

Chicago Style Author-Date System for Book Chapters

The author-date system is commonly used in the social sciences and natural sciences. Instead of
footnotes or endnotes, citations are embedded directly in the text using the author's last name and
the publication year. A comprehensive reference list at the end of the document provides full
bibliographic details for all cited sources.

In-Text Citation for Book Chapters (Author-Date)

In the author-date system, in-text citations are concise and typically include the author's last name,
the year of publication, and the page number(s) from which the information is drawn. These are
placed in parentheses within the text.



The general format for an in-text citation is:

(Chapter Author Last Name Year, Page Number(s))

For our ongoing example, an in-text citation would appear as:

(Pollan 2001, 85)

If the author's name is mentioned in the sentence, only the year and page number are needed in
parentheses. For example: "Michael Pollan argues that desire shapes our relationship with the
natural world (2001, 85)." This system allows readers to quickly identify the source and year of
publication for specific claims.

Reference List Entry for Book Chapters (Author-Date)

The reference list in the author-date system includes full bibliographic information for each source
cited. The format is similar to the bibliography entry in the notes-bibliography system, but it begins
with the chapter author's last name first, followed by the publication year in parentheses. The book
title is italicized, and editor information is provided. The page range of the chapter is included, and
the entry concludes with the publication details.

The general format for a reference list entry is:

Chapter Author Last Name, First Name. Year. "Chapter Title." In Book Title, edited by Editor
First Name Last Name, Page Range. Publication City: Publisher.

Applying this to our example:

Pollan, Michael. 2001. "The Botany of Desire." In The Norton Book of Nature Writing, edited
by John Elder, 85–102. New York: W. W. Norton & Company.

Notice the placement of the publication year immediately after the author's name and the absence of
a period after the publisher's name in this system.

Common Variations and Special Cases

While the basic formats are straightforward, several common variations and special cases require
specific attention to ensure accurate Chicago style citation examples for book chapters.



Chapter with Multiple Authors

When a chapter has two or three authors, all authors' names are included in the citation. For more
than three authors, you typically list the first author followed by "et al." in the notes-bibliography
system. In the author-date system's reference list, you list all authors if there are up to twenty; for
more than twenty, you list the first author followed by "et al."

Notes-Bibliography Footnote: Jane Smith and Robert Jones, "The Impact of Technology," in
Digital Futures, ed. Emily Davis (London: TechPress, 2022), 45.

Bibliography: Smith, Jane, and Robert Jones. "The Impact of Technology." In Digital Futures,
edited by Emily Davis, 45–62. London: TechPress, 2022.

Author-Date In-Text: (Smith and Jones 2022, 45)

Author-Date Reference List: Smith, Jane, and Robert Jones. 2022. "The Impact of
Technology." In Digital Futures, edited by Emily Davis, 45–62. London: TechPress.

Chapter in a Translated Book

When citing a chapter from a book that has been translated, it is important to include information
about the translator. This is typically placed after the original author's name or after the book title,
depending on the specific presentation.

Notes-Bibliography Footnote: Albert Camus, "The Myth of Sisyphus," in The Myth of
Sisyphus and Other Essays, trans. Justin O'Brien (New York: Vintage Books, 1955), 3.

Bibliography: Camus, Albert. "The Myth of Sisyphus." In The Myth of Sisyphus and Other
Essays, translated by Justin O'Brien, 3–10. New York: Vintage Books, 1955.

Chapter from a Collection of an Author's Own Work

If a book is a collection of essays or works by a single author, the citation format changes slightly.
You still cite the chapter author and title, but the book title might reflect that it's a collection by that
author, and there's no editor to list.

Notes-Bibliography Footnote: Joan Didion, "Slouching Towards Bethlehem," in Slouching
Towards Bethlehem (New York: Farrar, Straus and Giroux, 1968), 21.



Bibliography: Didion, Joan. "Slouching Towards Bethlehem." In Slouching Towards
Bethlehem, 21–35. New York: Farrar, Straus and Giroux, 1968.

Online Book Chapters

Citing online book chapters requires providing access information, such as a URL or DOI (Digital
Object Identifier). The specific format may vary slightly based on whether the online source is stable
(like a database) or more ephemeral.

Notes-Bibliography Footnote: John Green, "The Fault in Our Stars," in The Fault in Our
Stars, accessed October 26, 2023, https://www.example.com/the-fault-in-our-stars.

Bibliography: Green, John. "The Fault in Our Stars." In The Fault in Our Stars. Accessed
October 26, 2023. https://www.example.com/the-fault-in-our-stars.

When a DOI is available, it is generally preferred over a URL as it provides a more stable link.

Key Elements of a Chicago Style Book Chapter Citation

Regardless of the system used, several key pieces of information are consistently required for
accurate Chicago style citation examples for book chapters. These elements ensure that your
readers can trace your sources effectively.

Chapter Author(s): The person or people who wrote the specific chapter.

Chapter Title: The full title of the chapter, enclosed in quotation marks.

Book Title: The title of the larger work containing the chapter, italicized.

Editor(s)/Compiler(s): If the book is an anthology or edited collection, the name(s) of the
person(s) who compiled or edited the work.

Publication Information: This includes the place of publication, the publisher, and the year
of publication.

Page Numbers: The specific page(s) where the chapter appears or where the cited
information is located.

Paying close attention to each of these components and their correct placement and punctuation is



vital for adhering to Chicago style guidelines.

Ensuring Accuracy and Consistency

Accuracy and consistency are paramount when applying Chicago style citation examples for book
chapters. Inconsistent formatting or missing information can detract from the professionalism of
your work and, in academic contexts, can be viewed as a lack of attention to detail. It is always
advisable to consult the latest edition of The Chicago Manual of Style or reliable online resources for
specific guidance.

When working with a diverse range of sources, it is beneficial to create a template for each type of
citation you anticipate needing. This proactive approach helps maintain uniformity throughout your
document. Proofreading your citations meticulously, just as you would proofread your prose, is an
essential final step. A quick check against the required elements for both the notes-bibliography and
author-date systems will help catch potential errors before submission.

FAQ

Q: What is the primary difference between citing a whole book
and a book chapter in Chicago style?
A: The main difference lies in the inclusion of the specific chapter author and chapter title, along
with the editor(s) of the larger work if it's a collection. When citing a whole book, you only focus on
the book's author and title.

Q: Do I need to cite the page number of the entire chapter or
just the specific page I'm referencing?
A: In the notes-bibliography system, your footnote/endnote citation will include the specific page
number you are referencing. The bibliography entry, however, will list the entire page range of the
chapter. In the author-date system, the in-text citation includes the specific page, and the reference
list entry also includes the full page range of the chapter.

Q: How do I cite a chapter from an anthology where each
chapter is by a different author?
A: You cite the author and title of the specific chapter, followed by the title of the anthology
(italicized), the editor(s) of the anthology, and the publication details. The format is very similar to a
standard book chapter citation.



Q: What if the book chapter I'm citing doesn't have an editor?
A: If the book is a collection of works by a single author, or a monograph where each chapter is part
of a continuous work, you will not have an editor to cite. In such cases, you omit the editor
information from your citation.

Q: Should I use "ed." or "eds." when citing editors in Chicago
style?
A: You use "ed." for a single editor and "eds." for two or more editors. This applies to both
footnote/endnote citations and bibliography/reference list entries.

Q: What is the best way to handle multiple citations to the
same chapter in Chicago style?
A: For subsequent citations of the same source in the notes-bibliography system, you use a
shortened note format that includes the chapter author's last name, a shortened version of the
chapter title, and the page number. In the author-date system, you simply repeat the in-text citation
(Author Year, Page).

Q: Is there a difference in citing a chapter in a printed book
versus an e-book in Chicago style?
A: When citing an e-book chapter, you generally include information about its format and access,
such as a DOI or URL, especially if it's not part of a stable database. The core elements of the
citation (author, chapter title, book title, editor, publication info) remain the same.

Q: How do I cite a chapter when the author of the chapter is
different from the author of the book?
A: This is a common scenario for anthologies. You cite the chapter author and chapter title, then
indicate that it's "in" the book title, and list the book's editor(s). The book's author is not relevant
here unless they are also the chapter author.
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