
chicago style citation examples essays
chicago style citation examples essays are fundamental for academic integrity and clear
communication, especially in disciplines that heavily rely on detailed source attribution. Mastering
Chicago style, also known as the Turabian style when referring to its application in student papers,
ensures your research is properly credited and your arguments are well-supported. This
comprehensive guide will delve into the intricacies of Chicago style citation examples for essays,
covering both the Notes-Bibliography and Author-Date systems, and providing practical examples for
various source types. We will explore common citation elements, in-text citations, and
bibliography/reference list entries, equipping you with the knowledge to cite books, journal articles,
websites, and more with confidence. Understanding these nuances is crucial for students and scholars
alike, ensuring your academic work meets the highest standards of scholarly practice.
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Understanding Chicago Style Citation Systems
Chicago style offers two distinct but related systems for citing sources: the Notes-Bibliography system
and the Author-Date system. The choice between these often depends on the specific academic
discipline or the requirements of your instructor or publisher. Both systems aim to provide a clear and
consistent method for acknowledging the work of others, thereby preventing plagiarism and allowing
readers to easily locate the original sources. Understanding the fundamental differences between
these systems is the first step in effectively applying Chicago style citation examples for essays.

The Notes-Bibliography System Explained
The Notes-Bibliography system is frequently used in the humanities, including literature, history, and
the arts. It relies on two primary components: numbered footnotes or endnotes within the text and a
comprehensive bibliography at the end of the essay. Footnotes or endnotes provide specific
information about the source for a particular piece of information or quotation, while the bibliography
lists all the sources cited in the essay in alphabetical order. This system allows for detailed
parenthetical information without disrupting the flow of the main text, offering a more narrative



approach to citation.

Chicago Style Notes: In-Text Citations

In the Notes-Bibliography system, in-text citations are handled through superscript numbers placed at
the end of a sentence or clause, immediately following the punctuation mark. These numbers
correspond to notes at the bottom of the page (footnotes) or at the end of the document (endnotes).
The first time a source is cited, the note will contain full bibliographic information. Subsequent
citations of the same source will use a shortened form, typically including the author's last name, a
shortened title, and the page number(s).

First Note Example: 1. John Smith, The History of Chicago (New York: Penguin Books, 2020),
45.

Subsequent Note Example: 2. Smith, History of Chicago, 112.

If citing the same page again: 3. Ibid., 112. (This refers to the immediately preceding note).

If citing a different page from the same source as the preceding note: 4. Ibid., 115.

Chicago Style Bibliography: Full Source Entries

The bibliography is a crucial component of the Notes-Bibliography system, offering a consolidated list
of all sources used in the essay. Entries are arranged alphabetically by the author's last name. The
formatting of bibliography entries is similar to the first note entry but with key differences in
punctuation and order. For instance, author's names are listed last name first, followed by a period.
Titles of books and periodicals are italicized. Publication information follows, and the entry concludes
with a period. Consistent application of these rules is vital for clear Chicago style citation examples
essays.

Common Source Types and Chicago Style Citation Examples
Applying Chicago style citation examples for essays requires understanding how to format different
types of sources. Whether you are citing a classic novel, a recent scientific study, or an online article,
adherence to the established conventions ensures accuracy and clarity. Below are examples for some
of the most commonly encountered source materials.

Citing Books

Books are a staple of academic research, and citing them correctly in Chicago style is fundamental.
The basic format for a book in a note entry includes the author’s first and last name, the title of the
book in italics, the place of publication, the publisher, the year of publication, and the specific page
number(s) cited. For the bibliography, the author's last name comes first, followed by a comma and
then their first name. The title is italicized, followed by a period, then the publication information, and
finally, the page range for the entire work.

Note Entry Example: 5. Jane Doe, Adventures in Academia (Chicago: University of Chicago



Press, 2019), 78.

Bibliography Entry Example: Doe, Jane. Adventures in Academia. Chicago: University of
Chicago Press, 2019.

For a book with two authors: 6. Robert Johnson and Emily Davis, Research Methods Made
Easy (New York: Oxford University Press, 2021), 205.

Bibliography Entry for two authors: Johnson, Robert, and Emily Davis. Research Methods
Made Easy. New York: Oxford University Press, 2021.

Citing Journal Articles

Academic journals are rich sources of scholarly research. When citing a journal article in Chicago
style, you'll typically include the author's name(s), the article title in quotation marks, the journal title
in italics, the volume and issue number, the publication year, and the page numbers. For notes, you'll
also include the specific page number being cited. In the bibliography, the format is similar, but the
page range for the entire article is provided.

Note Entry Example: 7. Michael Lee, "The Impact of Digital Media on Learning," Journal of
Educational Technology 35, no. 2 (2018): 150.

Bibliography Entry Example: Lee, Michael. "The Impact of Digital Media on Learning." Journal
of Educational Technology 35, no. 2 (2018): 145-162.

For an article with a DOI: 8. Sarah Brown, "Renewable Energy Trends," Environmental
Science Quarterly 12, no. 4 (2022): 305, doi:10.1002/env.12345.

Bibliography Entry with DOI: Brown, Sarah. "Renewable Energy Trends." Environmental
Science Quarterly 12, no. 4 (2022): 300-315. doi:10.1002/env.12345.

Citing Websites and Online Sources

The internet provides a vast array of information, and citing online sources accurately is essential.
When citing a website, include the author or organization name (if available), the title of the specific
page or article in quotation marks, the website name in italics, the publication date or last updated
date, and the URL. It is also good practice to include an access date, especially if the content is likely
to change. For consistency in Chicago style citation examples essays, always aim for the most
complete information available.

Note Entry Example: 9. "Global Climate Change Facts," NASA Climate, accessed October 26,
2023, https://climate.nasa.gov/vital-signs/global-temperature/.

Bibliography Entry Example: NASA Climate. "Global Climate Change Facts." Accessed
October 26, 2023. https://climate.nasa.gov/vital-signs/global-temperature/.

For an article on a news website: 10. David Miller, "The Future of AI," The Daily Chronicle,



October 25, 2023, https://www.dailychronicle.com/future-of-ai.

Bibliography Entry for news article: Miller, David. "The Future of AI." The Daily Chronicle,
October 25, 2023. https://www.dailychronicle.com/future-of-ai.

Citing Other Common Sources

Beyond books and articles, academic research often involves other materials like book chapters,
dissertations, government documents, and interviews. Each has specific formatting requirements
within the Chicago style. For a chapter in an edited book, you'll cite the chapter author, the chapter
title, the editor(s), the book title, and the book's publication details. Dissertations typically require
author, dissertation title, degree type, university, and year. Interviews need the interviewee, the
context of the interview, and the date. Proper citation of these diverse sources is key to robust
Chicago style citation examples essays.

Chapter in an Edited Book (Note): 11. Emily Green, "Early American Literature," in A Survey
of American Letters, ed. Thomas White (Boston: Beacon Press, 2017), 55.

Chapter in an Edited Book (Bibliography): Green, Emily. "Early American Literature." In A
Survey of American Letters, edited by Thomas White, 45-70. Boston: Beacon Press, 2017.

Dissertation (Note): 12. Robert Clark, "Urban Development in the 20th Century" (PhD diss.,
University of Illinois, 2015), 180.

Dissertation (Bibliography): Clark, Robert. "Urban Development in the 20th Century." PhD
diss., University of Illinois, 2015.

The Author-Date System Explained
The Author-Date system, also known as the Author-Title system in some contexts, is more prevalent
in the social sciences, such as sociology, economics, and political science. This system uses brief
parenthetical citations within the text, consisting of the author's last name and the year of
publication, often with a page number. These parenthetical citations correspond to a "Reference List"
at the end of the paper, which provides full bibliographic information for all cited sources,
alphabetized by author's last name. This method emphasizes the currency of research.

Chicago Style Author-Date: In-Text Citations
In the Author-Date system, in-text citations are embedded directly within your prose. They typically
appear at the end of a sentence or clause, enclosed in parentheses. The format is generally
(AuthorLastName Year), and if you are referencing a specific part of the source, you add the page
number(s) after a comma, like (AuthorLastName Year, PageNumber). This concise notation allows
readers to quickly identify the source and year of publication without interrupting their reading flow, a
key benefit for clear Chicago style citation examples essays.



Example: The study indicated a significant correlation (Smith 2020).

With page number: This concept is further elaborated in the text (Smith 2020, 45).

If the author's name is in the sentence: Smith (2020) argues that the trends are
undeniable.

With page number and author in sentence: Smith (2020, 112) further supports this
observation.

Chicago Style Author-Date: Reference List Entries
The Reference List in the Author-Date system serves a similar purpose to the bibliography in the
Notes-Bibliography system: it provides full details for all sources cited. Entries are alphabetized by the
author's last name. The format for each entry is generally author's last name, first name, year of
publication in parentheses, followed by the title of the work and publication information. Unlike the
Notes-Bibliography system, the year of publication typically appears earlier in the entry. This
structured approach is vital for consistent Chicago style citation examples essays.

Book Entry Example: Smith, John. 2020. The History of Chicago. New York: Penguin Books.

Journal Article Entry Example: Lee, Michael. 2018. "The Impact of Digital Media on
Learning." Journal of Educational Technology 35 (2): 145-162.

Website Entry Example: NASA Climate. 2023. "Global Climate Change Facts." Accessed
October 26, 2023. https://climate.nasa.gov/vital-signs/global-temperature/.

Formatting Your Essay in Chicago Style
Beyond the specific citation examples, the overall formatting of your essay plays a crucial role in
adhering to Chicago style guidelines. This includes details about margins, font, spacing, and the
presentation of your title page and headings. Consistent formatting enhances readability and
presents a professional appearance, reinforcing the credibility of your research and the clarity of your
Chicago style citation examples essays.

Key Formatting Considerations for Chicago Style Essays
Chicago style offers a degree of flexibility, but certain elements are generally standardized. Margins
are typically one inch on all sides. The body of the essay is usually double-spaced. A clear title page is
common, including the essay title, your name, the course name, the instructor's name, and the date.
Headings and subheadings should be used to organize your content logically, making it easier for
readers to follow your arguments. Page numbers are usually placed in the upper right-hand corner of
each page, starting from the title page or the first page of the text.



Use a readable font such as Times New Roman or Arial, usually in 12-point size.

Double-space the entire document, including block quotations and bibliography/reference list
entries.

Indent the first line of each paragraph by 0.5 inches.

For block quotations (generally 40 words or more), indent the entire quote by 0.5 inches from
the left margin and do not use quotation marks.

Ensure consistency in the application of your chosen citation system (Notes-Bibliography or
Author-Date).

Mastering Chicago style citation examples for essays is an ongoing process that requires careful
attention to detail and consistent practice. By understanding the nuances of both the Notes-
Bibliography and Author-Date systems, and by diligently applying the correct formatting for various
source types, you can ensure your academic work is both credible and compliant. Remember to
always consult the latest edition of the Chicago Manual of Style or A Manual for Writers of Term
Papers, Theses, and Dissertations by Kate L. Turabian for the most up-to-date guidelines and specific
instructions tailored to your needs.

FAQ

Q: What is the main difference between the Notes-
Bibliography and Author-Date systems in Chicago style?
A: The primary difference lies in how in-text citations are presented and the structure of the final list
of sources. The Notes-Bibliography system uses numbered footnotes or endnotes for in-text citations
and a bibliography at the end. The Author-Date system uses parenthetical author-date citations in the
text and a Reference List at the end.

Q: When should I use Chicago style for my essays?
A: Chicago style is commonly used in the humanities (Notes-Bibliography) and social sciences
(Author-Date). Always check with your instructor or publisher for specific requirements regarding
citation style.

Q: How do I cite a book with multiple authors in Chicago
style?
A: For the Notes-Bibliography system, in the first note, list the first author’s first and last name,
followed by "and" and the second author's full name. In the bibliography, list the first author last
name first, then the second author’s full name. For three or more authors, list the first author's last
name first, followed by et al. in both notes and bibliography. The Author-Date system follows similar
principles for listing authors in the reference list.



Q: What is the correct way to format a website in Chicago
style?
A: For the Notes-Bibliography system, a note includes author (if known), page title in quotes, website
title in italics, access date, and URL. The bibliography entry omits the page number but includes the
URL and access date. For the Author-Date system, the year is included, and the format is similar,
adapted for the reference list.

Q: Do I need to include an access date for all online sources in
Chicago style?
A: It is highly recommended, especially for dynamic content like websites that can change. Including
an access date ensures that your citation reflects the version of the source you consulted at a specific
time.

Q: How do I cite a source that I found within another source
(secondary source) in Chicago style?
A: In the Notes-Bibliography system, cite the secondary source in your note, but also mention the
original source. For example: “John Smith, The History of Chicago (New York: Penguin Books, 2020),
45, cited in Jane Doe, Adventures in Academia (Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 2019), 78.” In
the bibliography, you only list the source you actually read (Doe). The Author-Date system has a
similar convention for parenthetical citations.

Q: What is "Ibid." used for in Chicago style notes?
A: "Ibid." is an abbreviation for the Latin word "ibidem," meaning "in the same place." It is used in
footnotes or endnotes to refer to the immediately preceding source cited, when the page number is
the same. If the page number is different, you would use "Ibid." followed by the new page number
(e.g., Ibid., 115).

Q: Are there specific rules for formatting block quotations in
Chicago style essays?
A: Yes. Block quotations, generally for four or more lines of text, should be set off from the main text
by starting a new line, indenting the entire quotation 0.5 inches from the left margin, and using
double-spacing. Do not use quotation marks around the block quotation itself. The citation follows the
block quotation.
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