
chicago style citation examples e-book

Understanding Chicago Style Citation for E-
books

chicago style citation examples e-book presents a specific set of rules for
acknowledging sources, crucial for academic integrity and clear
communication. Navigating the nuances of citing electronic books, or e-books,
requires careful attention to detail, ensuring that readers can easily locate
the exact information you've referenced. This guide will delve into the core
components of Chicago style for e-books, covering both the Notes-Bibliography
system and the Author-Date system. We will explore how to format citations
for e-books accessed through various platforms, including dedicated e-
readers, online databases, and PDFs, providing clear examples for both your
bibliography and in-text citations. Mastering these conventions is essential
for students, researchers, and writers who aim to produce polished, credible
academic work.
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Why Proper E-book Citation Matters

Academic Integrity and Avoiding Plagiarism

Properly citing e-books, just like any other source, is fundamental to
upholding academic integrity. Plagiarism, whether intentional or
unintentional, can have severe consequences in academic and professional
settings. By meticulously documenting your sources, you give credit where it
is due, acknowledging the intellectual contributions of others and
demonstrating your commitment to ethical research practices. This builds
trust with your audience and establishes your credibility as a scholar.

Enabling Source Verification for Readers

Beyond preventing plagiarism, accurate citations serve a critical function:
they allow your readers to verify your sources. When you provide complete and
precise citation information for an e-book, you empower your readers to
locate the same material you consulted. This is particularly important in the
digital age, where sources can be ephemeral or difficult to find without
specific details. Clear citations ensure transparency and allow for further
exploration of the topic by interested readers.

Demonstrating Research Thoroughness

The act of carefully citing your sources, including e-books, also reflects
the depth and rigor of your research process. It shows that you have not only
engaged with the material but have also taken the necessary steps to document
your engagement. A well-cited paper suggests a well-researched paper,
indicating that you have consulted a variety of relevant and authoritative
sources to support your arguments and findings.

The Two Systems of Chicago Style



The Notes-Bibliography System Explained

The Chicago Manual of Style offers two primary citation systems: the Notes-
Bibliography system and the Author-Date system. The Notes-Bibliography system
is commonly used in fields such as literature, history, and the arts. In this
system, a superscript number is placed in the text after a quotation or
paraphrase, corresponding to a numbered footnote or endnote. The bibliography
at the end of the work provides a comprehensive list of all sources cited, in
alphabetical order.

The Author-Date System Explained

The Author-Date system, often favored in the sciences and social sciences,
uses parenthetical in-text citations that include the author's last name and
the year of publication. A reference list at the end of the document provides
a full alphabetical listing of all sources cited. This system is designed for
quick identification of the source's author and publication date directly
within the text, facilitating easy tracking of information for readers who
may be more focused on the currency and origin of data.

Chicago Style: Notes-Bibliography System for E-
books

Core Components of an E-book Note Citation

When citing an e-book in the Notes-Bibliography system, several key pieces of
information are essential. These include the author(s) or editor(s), the full
title of the e-book (italicized), and publication details. For e-books, it's
crucial to include information about the electronic format, such as the
platform or the URL if it's freely accessible. The date of publication is
also vital. For accessed e-books, it is recommended to include a stable URL
or Digital Object Identifier (DOI) if available, along with the date you
accessed the material.

Formatting a Note Citation for a Purchased E-book

For e-books purchased from commercial platforms like Kindle or Google Play
Books, the note citation typically includes the author's name, the italicized
title, publisher, publication year, and then information about the format and
access. If a DOI is available, it should be included. If not, and if the e-
book is accessed via a specific platform that is generally stable and well-
known, you might indicate that. However, if the e-book is essentially a
digital replica of a print book with consistent pagination, you'd cite it
much like its print counterpart, adding platform information for clarity.

Example Note:

1. Jane Doe, The Evolving City (New York: Urban Press, 2022), Kindle Edition.

If the e-book is available as a PDF and has a DOI:

2. John Smith, Digital Futures (Chicago: Tech Publishing, 2021),
doi:10.1000/xyz123.



Formatting a Note Citation for an E-book from a
Database

When an e-book is accessed through an academic database (like JSTOR, Project
MUSE, or EBSCOhost), the citation needs to reflect this origin. You'll
include the author(s), italicized title, publisher, and publication year,
followed by the name of the database (italicized), and then the URL or DOI if
provided by the database. It's also important to note the date you accessed
the material, as content within databases can sometimes be updated or
removed.

Example Note:

3. Emily Carter, Navigating the Digital Age (London: Academia Books, 2019),
accessed February 15, 2024, https://www.jstor.org/stable/123456789.

If the database provides a direct URL:

4. Michael Brown, The Social Network (Boston: University Press, 2020), in
Academic Search Premier,
https://search.ebscohost.com/login.aspx?direct=true&db=aph&an=98765432&site=e
host-live.

Formatting a Note Citation for a Free E-book Online

For e-books that are freely available online, such as those found on Project
Gutenberg or institutional repositories, the citation should clearly identify
the author, italicized title, and then provide a stable URL. If the e-book
mimics a print edition with clear pagination, you may include that
information. Crucially, always include the date of access, as these freely
available resources can change or disappear without notice. If there's no
clear publisher or publication date, state "n.p." (no publisher) or "n.d."
(no date) respectively, but strive to find this information.

Example Note:

5. Arthur Conan Doyle, The Adventures of Sherlock Holmes (London: George
Newnes, 1892), Project Gutenberg,
https://www.gutenberg.org/files/1661/1661-h/1661-h.htm.

If no publisher is identified:

6. Sarah Lee, Understanding Algorithms (n.p., 2018), accessed March 1, 2024,
https://www.freesciencebooks.org/algorithms.pdf.

Formatting an E-book in the Bibliography

The bibliography entry for an e-book closely resembles the note but with
specific formatting adjustments. Author names are inverted (last name, first
name). The title remains italicized. Publisher information, publication year,
and the platform or URL are included. For purchased e-books without a DOI,
you may simply indicate the format (e.g., Kindle Edition) or the vendor. For
database e-books, you'll include the database name and URL. For free online
e-books, the URL is paramount. Remember that the bibliography provides a
complete alphabetical list of all cited sources.

Example Bibliography Entry:

Doe, Jane. The Evolving City. New York: Urban Press, 2022. Kindle Edition.

Smith, John. Digital Futures. Chicago: Tech Publishing, 2021.
doi:10.1000/xyz123.



Carter, Emily. Navigating the Digital Age. London: Academia Books, 2019.
Accessed February 15, 2024. https://www.jstor.org/stable/123456789.

Brown, Michael. The Social Network. Boston: University Press, 2020. In
Academic Search Premier.
https://search.ebscohost.com/login.aspx?direct=true&db=aph&an=98765432&site=e
host-live.

Doyle, Arthur Conan. The Adventures of Sherlock Holmes. London: George
Newnes, 1892. Project Gutenberg.
https://www.gutenberg.org/files/1661/1661-h/1661-h.htm.

Lee, Sarah. Understanding Algorithms. N.p., 2018. Accessed March 1, 2024.
https://www.freesciencebooks.org/algorithms.pdf.

Chicago Style: Author-Date System for E-books

Core Components of an E-book Author-Date Citation

In the Author-Date system, the core elements for citing an e-book are similar
to the Notes-Bibliography system, but their placement and formatting within
the text and reference list differ. You’ll need the author(s) or editor(s)
name(s), the publication year, the italicized title, publisher information,
and details about the electronic format or access method. A stable URL or DOI
is highly recommended for e-books to ensure verifiability, and the access
date remains important for online resources.

Formatting an Author-Date Citation for a Purchased E-
book

For purchased e-books, the in-text citation will consist of the author's last
name and the publication year in parentheses. The corresponding entry in the
reference list will feature the author's last name followed by their first
initial or full first name, the publication year in parentheses, the
italicized title, and then the publisher information. If a DOI is present, it
should be included. If the e-book is part of a Kindle Edition or similar, you
might note that.

Example In-text Citation:

(Doe 2022)

Example Reference List Entry:

Doe, Jane. 2022. The Evolving City. New York: Urban Press. Kindle Edition.

Smith, John. 2021. Digital Futures. Chicago: Tech Publishing.
doi:10.1000/xyz123.

Formatting an Author-Date Citation for an E-book from
a Database

When citing an e-book obtained from a database using the Author-Date system,
the in-text citation will include the author's last name and publication
year. The reference list entry will list the author, year, italicized title,
publisher, and then specify the database name (italicized) and the URL.



Including the access date is still a best practice for dynamic online
content.

Example In-text Citation:

(Carter 2019)

Example Reference List Entry:

Carter, Emily. 2019. Navigating the Digital Age. London: Academia Books.
Accessed February 15, 2024. https://www.jstor.org/stable/123456789.

Brown, Michael. 2020. The Social Network. Boston: University Press. In
Academic Search Premier.
https://search.ebscohost.com/login.aspx?direct=true&db=aph&an=98765432&site=e
host-live.

Formatting an Author-Date Citation for a Free E-book
Online

For freely available online e-books, the author-date in-text citation follows
the standard format. The reference list entry requires the author's last
name, first initial/name, publication year, italicized title, and the direct,
stable URL. If publishing information is absent, use "n.p." for no publisher
and "n.d." for no date. Always include the access date.

Example In-text Citation:

(Doyle 1892)

Example Reference List Entry:

Doyle, Arthur Conan. 1892. The Adventures of Sherlock Holmes. London: George
Newnes. Project Gutenberg.
https://www.gutenberg.org/files/1661/1661-h/1661-h.htm.

Lee, Sarah. 2018. Understanding Algorithms. N.p. Accessed March 1, 2024.
https://www.freesciencebooks.org/algorithms.pdf.

Formatting an E-book in the Reference List

The reference list in the Author-Date system is an alphabetical compilation
of all sources used in the paper. Each entry must contain the author's last
name, first name (or initial), the publication year in parentheses, the full
italicized title of the e-book, and then the publication details including
publisher, DOI, or URL. The goal is to provide enough information for a
reader to easily retrieve the source. Consistency in formatting across all
entries is crucial for clarity and professionalism.

Key elements for a reference list entry include:

Author's Last Name, First Name.

Publication Year (in parentheses).

Title of E-book (italicized).

Publisher Information.

DOI or stable URL.

Access date (especially for online resources).



Key Considerations for E-book Citations

Determining the Publication Medium

A crucial step in citing an e-book is determining its publication medium. Is
it a digital version of a print book, or was it exclusively published in
digital format? This distinction can influence how you cite it. For example,
if an e-book has distinct pagination that mirrors a print edition and you are
citing a specific page, you would include that page number in your note. If
the e-book has no stable pagination (common in reflowable formats), you will
rely on chapter or section numbers.

Handling Different E-book Formats

E-books come in various formats, such as EPUB, MOBI (Kindle), PDF, and HTML.
While Chicago style doesn't always require you to specify the exact file
format, it's important to understand that the accessibility and structure of
these formats can differ. PDFs often retain page numbering, making them
easier to cite for specific pages. Reflowable formats might require citing by
chapter or section, as the page breaks can change depending on the device and
font size. If the e-book has a DOI, this is a universal identifier that
supersedes format considerations.

Citing E-books Without Page Numbers

Many e-books, particularly those in reflowable formats like EPUB or MOBI, do
not have fixed page numbers. In such cases, Chicago style recommends citing
by chapter or section. You would identify the chapter number or the heading
of the section you are referencing. This ensures that your readers can
navigate to the correct part of the e-book. For instance, you might cite
"chapter 3" or "section titled 'Introduction.'"

Locating Essential Citation Information

Finding all the necessary information for a complete citation can sometimes
be challenging with e-books. Always look for the author(s), title, publisher,
and publication year. These are usually found on the title page or copyright
page within the e-book itself. For online resources, check for a DOI, which
is a persistent digital identifier. If no DOI is available, a stable URL is
the next best option. Don't forget to record the date you accessed the
material, as this provides a snapshot of the content you viewed.

FAQ Section



Q: What is the primary difference between citing a
print book and an e-book in Chicago style?
A: The primary difference lies in the inclusion of information pertaining to
the electronic medium. For e-books, you'll typically need to provide details
about the access platform (like Kindle or a database), a DOI or URL, and
potentially an access date, in addition to the standard bibliographic
information like author, title, and publisher.

Q: Do I need to include the date I accessed an e-
book?
A: Yes, it is highly recommended to include the access date for e-books,
especially those accessed online or through databases. This is because
digital content can be updated, moved, or even removed without notice, and
the access date helps your readers verify the version you consulted.

Q: How do I cite an e-book that I purchased and
downloaded to my e-reader, but it has no DOI?
A: For purchased e-books without a DOI, you would typically cite the author,
italicized title, publisher, and publication year, followed by a brief
indication of the format or platform (e.g., Kindle Edition, Apple Books). If
it's a PDF version of a print book and you are citing specific pages, include
those page numbers.

Q: What is a DOI and why is it important for e-book
citations?
A: A DOI (Digital Object Identifier) is a unique alphanumeric string assigned
to a digital object to identify it persistently on the internet. It's crucial
for e-book citations because it provides a stable and permanent link to the
source, regardless of where it is hosted. Including a DOI in your citation
ensures that readers can easily find the exact e-book you referenced.

Q: How do I cite an e-book from an academic database
like JSTOR in Chicago style?
A: When citing an e-book from an academic database in Chicago style, you will
include the author(s), italicized title, publisher, and publication year,
followed by the name of the database (italicized), and the URL or DOI
provided by the database. Always include the date you accessed the material.

Q: What should I do if an e-book does not have page
numbers?
A: If an e-book lacks stable page numbers, Chicago style advises citing by
chapter or section. You would identify the specific chapter number or the
heading of the section you are referencing in your in-text citation and
within your note or reference list entry to guide readers to the correct
location.



Q: Should I italicize the name of the e-book when
citing it?
A: Yes, in Chicago style, the full title of an e-book is italicized, just as
you would italicize the title of a print book. This applies to both the
Notes-Bibliography and Author-Date systems.
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