
chicago style citation examples
college papers

Mastering Chicago Style Citation
Examples for College Papers
chicago style citation examples college papers are essential for academic
integrity and clear scholarly communication. Navigating the intricacies of
this widely used citation method can seem daunting, but with a clear
understanding of its principles and common examples, students can confidently
format their sources. This comprehensive guide will demystify the Chicago
Manual of Style (CMOS), providing detailed explanations and practical
examples for various source types frequently encountered in college research.
We will cover the two main systems within Chicago style: the Notes-
Bibliography system and the Author-Date system, highlighting their distinct
approaches to in-text citations and bibliographies. Furthermore, we will
explore specific citation formats for books, journal articles, websites, and
other frequently used academic resources, ensuring you are well-equipped to
cite your sources accurately and effectively.

Understanding the Two Chicago Style Systems
Notes-Bibliography System: In-Text Citations
Notes-Bibliography System: Bibliography Entries
Author-Date System: In-Text Citations
Author-Date System: Reference List Entries
Chicago Style Citation Examples: Books
Chicago Style Citation Examples: Journal Articles
Chicago Style Citation Examples: Websites
Chicago Style Citation Examples: Other Sources
Common Citation Pitfalls in Chicago Style

Understanding the Two Chicago Style Systems

The Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS) offers two distinct systems for citing
sources, each with its own set of conventions. Understanding the fundamental
differences between these systems is the first step toward correct
application. College papers typically require adherence to one system
exclusively, so identifying which one your instructor or publication mandates
is crucial. The choice often depends on the academic discipline and the
nature of the research.



The Notes-Bibliography System

The Notes-Bibliography system is favored in humanities disciplines such as
literature, history, and the arts. This system uses numbered footnotes or
endnotes within the text to refer readers to the source. A comprehensive
bibliography, listing all cited sources alphabetically, appears at the end of
the paper. This method allows for detailed commentary and clarification
within the notes, separate from the main body of the text.

The Author-Date System

The Author-Date system, more prevalent in social sciences and some natural
sciences, employs parenthetical in-text citations that include the author's
last name and the publication year. This is often followed by a page number
if a specific passage is being referenced. Like the Notes-Bibliography
system, a reference list (sometimes called a works cited list, though
typically referred to as a reference list in Author-Date) containing all
cited sources is placed at the end of the paper, organized alphabetically by
author's last name.

Notes-Bibliography System: In-Text Citations

In the Notes-Bibliography system, in-text citations are handled through
superscript numbers placed at the end of a sentence or clause, immediately
after the punctuation mark. These numbers correspond to specific notes
(footnotes or endnotes) that provide the source information.

Footnotes vs. Endnotes

Footnotes appear at the bottom of the page where the citation is made, while
endnotes are compiled at the end of the paper. Both serve the same purpose of
providing source attribution. The choice between footnotes and endnotes is
usually a matter of stylistic preference or instructor requirement. The first
citation of a source in a note is typically more detailed than subsequent
citations of the same source.

Subsequent Citations

Once a source has been fully cited in a note, subsequent references to the
same work are shortened. This typically includes the author's last name, a
shortened title (if necessary to distinguish from other works by the same
author), and the page number. This convention helps to keep the notes concise



while still providing sufficient information for the reader to locate the
source.

Notes-Bibliography System: Bibliography Entries

The bibliography is a foundational element of the Notes-Bibliography system.
It’s an alphabetized list of all the sources that have been cited in the
paper, providing full bibliographic details for each entry. This allows
readers to easily locate and consult the original sources.

Formatting Principles

Bibliography entries follow specific formatting rules depending on the type
of source. Key elements typically include the author’s name, title of the
work, publication information (publisher, year), and for articles, journal
titles, volume, issue, and page numbers. Consistency in punctuation,
capitalization, and order of elements is paramount.

Author-Date System: In-Text Citations

The Author-Date system streamlines in-text referencing by integrating source
information directly into the narrative. This method is designed for quick
reference and is less intrusive to the reading flow than extensive footnotes
or endnotes.

Parenthetical Citations

In-text citations in the Author-Date system typically take the form of
(Author Last Name Year, Page Number). For example, (Smith 2022, 45). If the
author's name is mentioned in the sentence, only the year and page number are
needed in parentheses. For instance, "Smith argues that the trends are clear
(2022, 45)."

Multiple Authors and No Author

When citing works with multiple authors, specific rules apply. For two
authors, both names are typically included (e.g., Jones and Davis 2023). For
three or more authors, only the first author's last name is followed by "et
al." (e.g., Brown et al. 2021). If a source has no author, the title of the
work (or a shortened version) is used instead of the author's name in the
parenthetical citation.



Author-Date System: Reference List Entries

The reference list, placed at the end of the paper in the Author-Date system,
provides the complete bibliographic details for every source cited in the
text. It serves a similar function to the bibliography in the Notes-
Bibliography system but is tailored to the parenthetical citation style.

Structure of Entries

Reference list entries are arranged alphabetically by the author's last name.
The structure of each entry is similar to bibliography entries, including
author, date, title, and publication details. The primary difference from the
Notes-Bibliography system lies in the placement of the publication year,
which immediately follows the author's name.

Chicago Style Citation Examples: Books

Citing books correctly is a cornerstone of academic writing. Both systems
have specific formats for books, whether they are single-authored, edited, or
part of a series.

Book by a Single Author

Here are examples for both systems:

Notes-Bibliography System (Footnote/Endnote):
1. Jane Doe, The Art of Research: A Comprehensive Guide (New York:
Academic Press, 2023), 75.

Bibliography Entry: Doe, Jane. The Art of Research: A Comprehensive
Guide. New York: Academic Press, 2023.

Author-Date System:
In-text: (Doe 2023, 75)

Reference List Entry: Doe, Jane. 2023. The Art of Research: A
Comprehensive Guide. New York: Academic Press.



Edited Book

For edited books, the editor’s name is listed instead of or in addition to
the author's name, depending on how the work is cited.

Notes-Bibliography System (Footnote/Endnote):
2. John Smith, ed., Essays on Modern Literature (London: University
Publishing, 2022), 112.

Bibliography Entry: Smith, John, ed. Essays on Modern Literature.
London: University Publishing, 2022.

Author-Date System:
In-text: (Smith 2022, 112)

Reference List Entry: Smith, John, ed. 2022. Essays on Modern
Literature. London: University Publishing.

Chicago Style Citation Examples: Journal
Articles

Journal articles are a frequent source for college research. Accurate
citation is crucial for acknowledging the work of scholars in specific
fields.

Article in a Print Journal

The key details for a journal article include author, article title, journal
title, volume, issue, and publication year, along with page numbers.

Notes-Bibliography System (Footnote/Endnote):
3. Emily Carter, "The Impact of Technology on Education," Journal of
Educational Studies 45, no. 3 (2021): 256.

Bibliography Entry: Carter, Emily. "The Impact of Technology on
Education." Journal of Educational Studies 45, no. 3 (2021): 250-265.



Author-Date System:
In-text: (Carter 2021, 256)

Reference List Entry: Carter, Emily. 2021. "The Impact of Technology on
Education." Journal of Educational Studies 45 (3): 250-265.

Article from an Online Journal (with DOI)

When citing online journal articles, especially those with a Digital Object
Identifier (DOI), include the DOI for precise access.

Notes-Bibliography System (Footnote/Endnote):
4. David Lee, "Quantum Computing Advances," Physical Review Letters 120,
no. 1 (2023): doi:10.1103/PhysRevLett.120.010001.

Bibliography Entry: Lee, David. "Quantum Computing Advances." Physical
Review Letters 120, no. 1 (2023): doi:10.1103/PhysRevLett.120.010001.

Author-Date System:
In-text: (Lee 2023)

Reference List Entry: Lee, David. 2023. "Quantum Computing Advances."
Physical Review Letters 120 (1): doi:10.1103/PhysRevLett.120.010001.

Chicago Style Citation Examples: Websites

Websites are increasingly common sources in college papers. Citing them
requires attention to detail to ensure clarity and verifiability.

Webpage with Author and Date

When a webpage has a clear author and publication or update date, it's
treated similarly to other published works.



Notes-Bibliography System (Footnote/Endnote):
5. Sarah Chen, "Understanding Climate Change," National Geographic,
updated May 15, 2023,
https://www.nationalgeographic.com/environment/climate-change/understand
ing-climate-change.

Bibliography Entry: Chen, Sarah. "Understanding Climate Change."
National Geographic. Updated May 15, 2023.
https://www.nationalgeographic.com/environment/climate-change/understand
ing-climate-change.

Author-Date System:
In-text: (Chen 2023)

Reference List Entry: Chen, Sarah. 2023. "Understanding Climate Change."
National Geographic. Updated May 15, 2023.
https://www.nationalgeographic.com/environment/climate-change/understand
ing-climate-change.

Webpage without a Specific Author or Date

For pages lacking an author or clear date, the title often becomes the
primary identifier.

Notes-Bibliography System (Footnote/Endnote):
6. "Annual Report Highlights." Global Health Initiative, accessed
October 26, 2023, https://www.globalhealth.org/reports/annual.

Bibliography Entry: "Annual Report Highlights." Global Health
Initiative. Accessed October 26, 2023.
https://www.globalhealth.org/reports/annual.

Author-Date System:
In-text: ("Annual Report" 2023)

Reference List Entry: "Annual Report Highlights." Global Health
Initiative. Accessed October 26, 2023.
https://www.globalhealth.org/reports/annual.



Chicago Style Citation Examples: Other Sources

Academic research often extends beyond books and journal articles. Chicago
style provides guidelines for a variety of other sources.

Newspaper Article

Newspaper articles are cited with attention to the publication date and
section if applicable.

Notes-Bibliography System (Footnote/Endnote):
7. Robert Miller, "Local Economy Shows Growth," The Chicago Tribune,
October 25, 2023, sec. Business, B3.

Bibliography Entry: Miller, Robert. "Local Economy Shows Growth." The
Chicago Tribune, October 25, 2023, sec. Business, B3.

Author-Date System:
In-text: (Miller 2023)

Reference List Entry: Miller, Robert. 2023. "Local Economy Shows
Growth." The Chicago Tribune, October 25, sec. Business, B3.

Dissertation or Thesis

Citing dissertations and theses requires including information about the
degree, institution, and year of completion.

Notes-Bibliography System (Footnote/Endnote):
8. Emily Davis, "The Socioeconomic Factors Affecting Urban Development"
(PhD diss., University of Illinois, 2022), 98.

Bibliography Entry: Davis, Emily. "The Socioeconomic Factors Affecting
Urban Development." PhD diss., University of Illinois, 2022.

Author-Date System:
In-text: (Davis 2022, 98)



Reference List Entry: Davis, Emily. 2022. "The Socioeconomic Factors
Affecting Urban Development." PhD diss., University of Illinois.

Common Citation Pitfalls in Chicago Style

Even with clear examples, students sometimes encounter challenges when
applying Chicago style. Awareness of these common mistakes can prevent
errors.

Inconsistent Formatting

Perhaps the most frequent pitfall is inconsistent formatting across different
citation entries or even within a single entry. This includes variations in
punctuation, capitalization of titles, or the order of bibliographic
elements. Meticulous attention to detail is required for each citation.

Missing Essential Information

Forgetting crucial details like publication dates, page numbers, publisher
information, or DOIs can render a citation incomplete and unhelpful. Always
double-check that all necessary components are present for each source type.

Incorrect Use of Superscripts or Parentheses

Misplacing superscript numbers for notes or using parentheses incorrectly in
the Author-Date system can disrupt the flow of the text and confuse readers.
Ensure that these in-text markers are placed correctly according to CMOS
guidelines.

Confusing Notes-Bibliography and Author-Date

A fundamental error is mixing elements from the two Chicago style systems.
For instance, using parenthetical citations in a paper that requires
footnotes, or vice-versa. Always adhere strictly to the system specified for
your assignment.



Q: What is the primary difference between the Notes-
Bibliography and Author-Date Chicago styles?
A: The primary difference lies in how in-text citations are presented. The
Notes-Bibliography system uses numbered footnotes or endnotes, while the
Author-Date system uses parenthetical citations with the author's last name
and year of publication.

Q: How do I cite a book with an editor using the
Chicago Notes-Bibliography style?
A: For a footnote or endnote, you would typically cite the editor's name
followed by "ed." or "eds." in place of the author's name (e.g., John Smith,
ed., Essays on Modern Literature...). In the bibliography, the editor's name
is followed by "ed." or "eds." and then the book title (e.g., Smith, John,
ed. Essays on Modern Literature...).

Q: What is a DOI and why is it important for citing
online journal articles in Chicago style?
A: A DOI (Digital Object Identifier) is a persistent identifier for
electronic documents. It's crucial for citing online journal articles because
it provides a stable and unique link to the article, ensuring readers can
easily access it even if the website address changes.

Q: How do I cite a webpage with no author listed in
the Chicago Author-Date style?
A: When a webpage has no author, you cite the title of the webpage (or a
shortened version) in the parenthetical in-text citation, followed by the
year if available (e.g., ("Understanding Climate Change" 2023)). In the
reference list, the title of the webpage begins the entry, followed by the
name of the website (if distinct), and the access date and URL.

Q: What are the best practices for ensuring accuracy
in my Chicago style citations?
A: The best practices include consulting the official Chicago Manual of Style
(or a reliable guide based on it), using citation management software to help
automate the process, and meticulously proofreading all your citations for
consistency and completeness against the required system. Always check your
instructor's specific guidelines.



Q: Can I use both footnotes and endnotes in the same
paper if I'm using the Notes-Bibliography system?
A: No, you must choose either footnotes or endnotes and use that method
consistently throughout your paper. The Chicago Manual of Style recommends
one or the other but not a combination.

Q: How do I cite a source that has been translated
into English?
A: For the Notes-Bibliography system, you would typically list the original
author, followed by the translated title, the translator's name, and then
publication details. For the Author-Date system, the translator might be
included after the title in the reference list. Consult CMOS for specific
formatting.

Q: What is the rule for citing multiple works by the
same author in the Chicago Author-Date system?
A: In the reference list, if you have multiple works by the same author, they
are listed chronologically by publication year. If two works were published
in the same year, they are alphabetized by title, and an 'a' or 'b' is
appended to the year (e.g., 2023a, 2023b).
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