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Navigating Chicago Style Citation Examples: Chapter in E-book Citation

chicago style citation examples chapter in e-book citation can present unique
challenges for students and researchers accustomed to traditional print
sources. While the core principles of Chicago style remain consistent, the
digital nature of e-books introduces specific elements that require careful
attention. This comprehensive guide will demystify the process of citing a
chapter within an e-book using Chicago style, covering both the Notes-
Bibliography and Author-Date systems. We will explore the essential
components of an accurate citation, including how to identify and include
crucial information like author names, chapter titles, e-book titles,
publication details, and persistent identifiers such as DOIs or stable URLs.
Understanding these nuances ensures academic integrity and allows readers to
easily locate your sources.
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Understanding Chicago Style for E-books

The Notes-Bibliography System for Chapter in E-
book Citations

The Notes-Bibliography system in Chicago style is characterized by the use of
footnotes or endnotes to cite sources within the text, with a corresponding
bibliography at the end of the work listing all cited sources alphabetically.
When citing a chapter from an e-book, this system requires specific
formatting to ensure clarity and accuracy, distinguishing it from citing a
chapter in a print anthology or a standalone e-book.



Crafting a Note Citation for a Chapter in an E-book

A note citation for a chapter within an e-book includes several key pieces of
information. First, you will list the author of the specific chapter,
followed by the chapter title in quotation marks. Then, you will indicate
that it is a chapter within a larger work, typically using the word "in." The
title of the e-book itself will follow, usually italicized, and then the
publication details. This includes the editor(s) if applicable, followed by
the city of publication, the publisher, and the year of publication.
Crucially, for e-books, you must provide access information, which can be a
stable URL or a DOI (Digital Object Identifier). If neither is available, the
platform or database name might be used.

For example, a footnote might look like this:

e Jane Doe, "The Future of AI in Healthcare," in Digital Health
Innovations, ed. John Smith (New York: Tech Press, 2023), 78,
d0i:10.1038/s41591-023-02345-6.

e If no DOI is available, a stable URL is preferred: Jane Doe, "The Future
of AI in Healthcare," in Digital Health Innovations, ed. John Smith (New
York: Tech Press, 2023), 78,
https://www.digitalhealthinnovations.com/chapter/jane-doe.

Building the Bibliography Entry for a Chapter in an
E-book

The bibliography entry for a chapter in an e-book mirrors the information in
the note citation but is formatted differently to facilitate alphabetical
ordering and quicker scanning. The author's last name comes first, followed
by their first name. The chapter title remains in quotation marks. The e-book
title is italicized. The editor(s) are listed, followed by the publication
information, including city, publisher, and year. The access information,
whether a DOI or a stable URL, is placed at the end. The page numbers for the
chapter are also included, typically following the title of the e-book.

Here is how the bibliography entry would appear, corresponding to the note
example above:

e Doe, Jane. "The Future of AI in Healthcare." In Digital Health
Innovations, edited by John Smith, 75-90. New York: Tech Press, 2023.
do0i:10.1038/s41591-023-02345-6.

e If no DOI is available: Doe, Jane. "The Future of AI in Healthcare." In

Digital Health Innovations, edited by John Smith, 75-90. New York: Tech
Press, 2023. https://www.digitalhealthinnovations.com/chapter/jane-doe.

It is important to note that the page numbers provided in the bibliography



entry should encompass the entire chapter, whereas the note citation will
include the specific page(s) referenced.

The Author-Date System for Chapter in E-book
Citations

The Author-Date system, commonly used in the sciences and social sciences,
employs in-text parenthetical citations and a reference list at the end of
the document. For citing a chapter within an e-book using this system, the
principles are similar to the Notes-Bibliography system, but the presentation
within the text and the reference list differs significantly.

Constructing an In-Text Citation for a Chapter in an
E-book

In the Author-Date system, in-text citations typically include the author's
last name, the year of publication, and the page number(s). When citing a
chapter from an e-book, you generally refer to the author of the chapter, not
the editor of the e-book, unless the chapter is unauthored or attributed to
the editor. The year of publication of the e-book is paramount. The page
number is essential for direct quotes and paraphrases.

An in-text citation would appear as follows:

e (Doe 2023, 78)

e For paraphrased information: (Doe 2023)

If you are quoting directly, the page number is mandatory. For paraphrased
content, the page number is often optional but highly recommended for clarity
and precision, especially when referencing specific ideas within a lengthy
chapter.

Creating the Reference List Entry for a Chapter in
an E-book

The reference list in the Author-Date system for a chapter in an e-book will
contain all the necessary publication details to help the reader locate the
source. It begins with the author of the chapter's last name and first name.
Then comes the year of publication in parentheses. The chapter title is
enclosed in quotation marks, followed by the word "in," and then the
italicized title of the e-book. If the e-book has an editor, their name(s)
will be indicated as "ed." or "eds." after the e-book title. Publication
information such as the city of publication, publisher, and year follows.
Finally, the access information, whether a DOI or a stable URL, is provided.



The page range of the chapter is included before the publication details.

Here is the corresponding reference list entry:

e Doe, Jane. 2023. "The Future of AI in Healthcare." In Digital Health
Innovations, edited by John Smith, 75-90. New York: Tech Press.
d0i:10.1038/s41591-023-02345-6.

e Without a DOI: Doe, Jane. 2023. "The Future of AI in Healthcare." In
Digital Health Innovations, edited by John Smith, 75-90. New York: Tech
Press. https://www.digitalhealthinnovations.com/chapter/jane-doe.

The structure ensures that the reader can identify the specific chapter, the
author of that chapter, the overall e-book, and how to access it digitally.

Key Elements for Accurate E-book Chapter
Citations

Regardless of whether you are using the Notes-Bibliography or Author-Date
system, certain elements are crucial for accurate e-book chapter citations.
These include the chapter author's full name, the chapter title (in quotation
marks), the e-book title (italicized), the editor(s) of the e-book (if any),
the publisher's name, the year of publication, and most importantly, the
access information. For e-books, this access information is typically a
Digital Object Identifier (DOI) or a stable URL. DOIs are preferred as they
are persistent identifiers designed to resolve to the content regardless of
where it is hosted. If a DOI is not available, a stable URL that links
directly to the e-book chapter or the e-book itself is the next best option.
Including page numbers for specific references is also vital for both
systems.

The following list summarizes the essential components:

e Chapter Author(s)

Chapter Title

E-book Title

Editor(s) (if applicable)

Publication City

Publisher Name

Publication Year

DOI or Stable URL



e Page Numbers

Handling Different E-book Formats

E-books can come in various formats, such as PDF, EPUB, MOBI, or accessed
through specific platforms like Kindle or Google Books. While Chicago style
prioritizes stable, persistent identifiers like DOIs or URLs, the format
itself generally does not alter the core citation structure for a chapter.
However, if you are citing a specific edition or version of an e-book that
has distinct page numbering or content, it is good practice to note this if
possible, though the standard Chicago format usually suffices. The platform
through which you access the e-book can sometimes be included if it is the
primary means of access and no DOI or stable URL is available, but this is
less common and should be a last resort.

Common Pitfalls to Avoid

Several common mistakes can occur when citing chapters from e-books in
Chicago style. One frequent error is confusing the author of the chapter with
the editor of the e-book. Ensure you are crediting the individual who wrote
the specific chapter you are referencing. Another pitfall is omitting the DOI
or a stable URL, which is essential for digital sources. Incorrect formatting
of quotation marks for chapter titles or italics for e-book titles is also
common. Furthermore, failing to include the full publication information,
including the publisher and year, can lead to incomplete citations. Finally,
inconsistent application of either the Notes-Bibliography or Author-Date
system throughout your work can undermine the credibility of your research.

To avoid these issues:

Always double-check author and editor names.

Prioritize DOIs and stable URLs.

Pay close attention to punctuation and formatting (quotes vs. italics).

Ensure all publication details are present.

Maintain consistency in your chosen citation style.

FAQ Section



Q: What is the most important piece of information
when citing a chapter from an e-book in Chicago
style?

A: The most critical piece of information is the access point, which is
ideally a Digital Object Identifier (DOI) or a stable URL, as this allows
your readers to reliably locate the source.

Q: Should I cite the chapter author or the e-book
editor in my Chicago style citation?

A: You should always cite the author of the specific chapter. The editor's
name is included in the citation if they edited the entire e-book, but the
primary author credit goes to the chapter's writer.

Q: How do I format the chapter title and the e-book
title in a Chicago style citation for an e-book
chapter?

A: The chapter title should be enclosed in quotation marks, while the title
of the e-book should be italicized.

Q: What if the e-book chapter I am citing does not
have a DOI?

A: If a DOI is unavailable, provide a stable URL that leads directly to the
chapter or the e-book. If no stable URL exists, you may need to cite the
platform or database name if that is how you accessed it.

Q: Does the format of the e-book (e.g., PDF, EPUB)
affect the Chicago style citation?

A: Generally, the format itself does not significantly alter the core Chicago
style citation for an e-book chapter. The focus remains on providing complete
bibliographical information and the access point.

Q: Are page numbers always required when citing a
chapter from an e-book in Chicago style?

A: Page numbers are essential for direct quotes and highly recommended for
paraphrased content to pinpoint the specific location of the information
within the chapter.



Q: What is the difference in formatting between the
Notes-Bibliography and Author-Date systems for e-
book chapter citations?

A: In the Notes-Bibliography system, citations appear as footnotes or
endnotes with a bibliography. In the Author-Date system, in-text citations
are parenthetical, and a reference list replaces the bibliography.

Q: Can I include information about the e-reader
device (e.g., Kindle) in my citation?

A: Chicago style generally prefers stable URLs or DOIs over platform-specific
information like device names. Unless it's the only means of access and no
URL is available, it's best to omit it.
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