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Understanding Chicago Style Citation Examples
Bibliography

chicago style citation examples bibliography are essential tools for academics, researchers, and
students navigating the complexities of academic writing. This comprehensive guide delves into the
intricacies of the Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS) for creating accurate and well-formatted
bibliographies. We will explore the fundamental principles behind Chicago style, differentiate between
its two main citation systems—notes-bibliography and author-date—and provide detailed examples
for a wide array of source types. Mastering these citation examples ensures proper attribution of
sources, enhances the credibility of your work, and helps readers locate the original materials.
Understanding how to construct a polished bibliography is a cornerstone of scholarly integrity, and
this article aims to equip you with the knowledge and practical examples needed to excel.

Table of Contents

Understanding Chicago Style Citation Examples Bibliography

Why are Chicago Style Bibliographies Crucial?

The Two Systems of Chicago Style Citation

Notes-Bibliography System

Author-Date System

Core Elements of a Chicago Style Bibliography Entry

Author's Name

Title of the Work

Publication Information

Page Numbers (when applicable)

Chicago Style Citation Examples: Bibliography Format by Source Type1.

Books



Single Author Book

Two or Three Authors Book

More Than Three Authors Book

Edited Book

Book with an Editor and Author

Chapter in an Edited Book

Introduction or Foreword by Someone Other Than the Author

Journal Articles

Print Journal Article

Online Journal Article

Websites and Online Resources

Web Page

Entire Website

Other Common Sources

Newspaper Article

Magazine Article

Dissertation or Thesis

Conference Paper

Film or Television Episode

Formatting and General Guidelines for Your Bibliography2.

Alphabetical Order



Hanging Indent

Punctuation and Capitalization

Consistency is Key

Distinguishing Between Bibliography and Works Cited3.
Common Pitfalls to Avoid in Chicago Style Bibliographies4.

Why are Chicago Style Bibliographies Crucial?

A well-constructed bibliography in Chicago style is more than just a list of sources; it's a testament to
your research's rigor and intellectual honesty. It provides a clear roadmap for your readers, allowing
them to verify your information and explore the original scholarship. Proper citation avoids plagiarism,
a serious academic offense, by giving credit where credit is due. Furthermore, adhering to a
standardized citation format like Chicago's demonstrates your understanding of academic
conventions and your respect for the scholarly community. A meticulously prepared bibliography
enhances the overall professionalism and credibility of your academic work, making your arguments
more persuasive and your research more impactful.

The Two Systems of Chicago Style Citation

The Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS) offers two distinct citation systems, each suited for different
academic disciplines and preferences. Understanding the nuances between these systems is the first
step toward correctly implementing Chicago style citation examples bibliography.

Notes-Bibliography System

This system, often favored in the humanities, relies on footnotes or endnotes to cite sources within
the text. The bibliography, appearing at the end of the work, provides a full alphabetical listing of all
sources consulted. While the notes offer immediate citation detail, the bibliography provides a
consolidated overview for the reader. This system allows for extensive commentary within the notes
without interrupting the flow of the main text, making it ideal for works with significant historical
context or extensive theoretical discussion.

Author-Date System

Predominantly used in the social sciences and natural sciences, the author-date system employs
parenthetical citations within the text, consisting of the author's last name and the year of
publication. Corresponding to these in-text citations, a "References" list (which functions similarly to a
bibliography) is provided at the end of the work. This system is often preferred for its conciseness and



its emphasis on the timeliness of research, allowing readers to quickly identify the publication date of
cited works. The author-date bibliography includes more publication details than a note but less than
a full bibliography entry in the notes-bibliography system.

Core Elements of a Chicago Style Bibliography Entry

Regardless of the specific system chosen, every Chicago style bibliography entry aims to provide
essential information to identify and locate the source. While the exact order and punctuation may
vary slightly between the notes-bibliography and author-date systems, these core elements are
consistently present.

Author's Name

For books and articles, the author's name is typically the starting point of a bibliography entry. In the
notes-bibliography system, the author's last name appears first, followed by their first name. For
example, "Smith, John." In the author-date system, the order is usually first name then last name,
"John Smith." If there are multiple authors, specific rules apply to how their names are listed.

Title of the Work

The title of the work being cited is a crucial identifier. For books, the full title is italicized. For shorter
works like journal articles, book chapters, or essays within a collection, the title is enclosed in
quotation marks. The capitalization of titles follows specific Chicago style rules, typically employing
title case.

Publication Information

This element provides details about where and when the work was published. For books, it includes
the place of publication (city), the publisher's name, and the year of publication. For journal articles, it
includes the journal's title, volume number, issue number, and the year of publication. Online
resources will include a URL and a retrieval date.

Page Numbers (when applicable)

While page numbers are primarily used within footnotes and endnotes (or parenthetical citations),
they may also appear in a bibliography entry for specific types of sources or when referring to a
particular section. For example, if you are citing a specific essay within a larger collection, the page
range for that essay would be included in the bibliography entry.



Chicago Style Citation Examples: Bibliography Format
by Source Type

Creating accurate bibliographies requires understanding the specific formatting for each type of
source. Below are detailed Chicago style citation examples for common source materials in the notes-
bibliography system. Remember to adjust slightly for the author-date system where noted.

Books

Books are fundamental sources in academic research, and their citation requires careful attention to
authorship, title, and publication details.

Single Author Book

Bibliography: Lastname, Firstname. Title of Book. City of Publication: Publisher, Year.

Example: Smith, John. The Art of Research. Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 2020.

Two or Three Authors Book

Bibliography: Lastname, Firstname, and Firstname Lastname. Title of Book. City of Publication:
Publisher, Year.

Example: Adams, Robert, and Mary Brown. Principles of Modern Science. New York: Academic
Press, 2018.

More Than Three Authors Book

For books with more than three authors, list the first author followed by "et al." (and others).

Bibliography: Lastname, Firstname, Firstname Lastname, Firstname Lastname, et al. Title of
Book. City of Publication: Publisher, Year.

Example: Garcia, Maria, David Lee, Sophia Chen, et al. Global Economic Trends. London:
Sterling Publishing, 2019.

Edited Book

When citing a book that has been edited rather than authored, the editor's name is used in place of



the author's.

Bibliography: Editor, Firstname Lastname, ed. Title of Book. City of Publication: Publisher, Year.

Example: Miller, Sarah, ed. Readings in American Literature. Boston: Ginn and Company, 2017.

Book with an Editor and Author

If a book has both an author and an editor (e.g., a collection of a single author's letters), list both.

Bibliography: Author, Firstname Lastname. Title of Book. Edited by Firstname Lastname. City of
Publication: Publisher, Year.

Example: Thoreau, Henry David. The Essential Thoreau. Edited by Lawrence Buell. New York:
Modern Library, 2006.

Chapter in an Edited Book

This citation includes the chapter author, the chapter title, and details of the overall edited book.

Bibliography: Author, Firstname Lastname. "Title of Chapter." In Title of Book, edited by Editor
Firstname Lastname, Page range of chapter. City of Publication: Publisher, Year.

Example: Davis, Emily. "The Social Impact of Technology." In Digital Futures, edited by Robert
Johnson, 112-135. San Francisco: Tech Press, 2021.

Introduction or Foreword by Someone Other Than the Author

If you are citing material written by someone other than the main author, such as an introduction or
foreword, you cite that individual.

Bibliography: Writer, Firstname Lastname. "Title of Introduction or Foreword." In Title of Book,
by Author Firstname Lastname, Page range of introduction/foreword. City of Publication:
Publisher, Year.

Example: Walker, David. "A New Perspective." In Rediscovering Ancient Civilizations, by Sarah
Chen, vii-xv. New York: Historical Publications, 2015.

Journal Articles

Journal articles are critical for contemporary research. The formatting depends on whether it's a print



or online source.

Print Journal Article

Bibliography: Author, Firstname Lastname. "Title of Article." Title of Journal Volume, no. Issue
(Year): Page range of article.

Example: Lee, Min. "The Evolution of Renewable Energy." Journal of Environmental Studies 25,
no. 3 (2022): 45-62.

Online Journal Article

For online articles, include the DOI (Digital Object Identifier) if available, or the URL and retrieval date.

Bibliography: Author, Firstname Lastname. "Title of Article." Title of Journal Volume, no. Issue
(Year): Page range of article. DOI: [DOI number]. OR Accessed Month Day, Year. [URL].

Example: Chen, Wei. "Advances in Artificial Intelligence." International Journal of Computer
Science 10, no. 1 (2023): 1-15. DOI: 10.1002/ijcs.2023001.

Example (without DOI): Rodriguez, Maria. "The Impact of Social Media on Politics." Political
Science Quarterly 38, no. 4 (2021): 110-128. Accessed November 15, 2023.
https://www.psq.org/article/social-media-impact-politics.

Websites and Online Resources

Citing online content requires careful attention to attribution, titles, and access information.

Web Page

Cite individual web pages as you would a standalone publication.

Bibliography: Author, Firstname Lastname (if known). "Title of Web Page." Name of Website.
Last modified Month Day, Year (if available). Accessed Month Day, Year. URL.

Example: National Aeronautics and Space Administration. "Mars Exploration Program." NASA.
Last modified October 26, 2023. Accessed November 16, 2023. https://mars.nasa.gov/program.

Example (no author): "Climate Change Projections." Intergovernmental Panel on Climate
Change. Last modified October 10, 2023. Accessed November 16, 2023.
https://www.ipcc.ch/projections.



Entire Website

When citing the website as a whole, provide the organization responsible and the URL.

Bibliography: Name of Organization. Title of Website. Last updated Month Day, Year (if
available). Accessed Month Day, Year. URL.

Example: The Metropolitan Museum of Art. The Met Collection Online. Accessed November 16,
2023. https://www.metmuseum.org/art/collection.

Other Common Sources

Beyond books and journals, many other source types are common in academic work.

Newspaper Article

Bibliography: Author, Firstname Lastname. "Title of Article." Name of Newspaper, Month Day,
Year. Page numbers (if applicable).

Example: Johnson, Robert. "New Regulations Affecting Small Businesses." The Wall Street
Journal, November 15, 2023. A1.

Magazine Article

Bibliography: Author, Firstname Lastname. "Title of Article." Name of Magazine, Month Year,
Page numbers.

Example: Garcia, Isabella. "The Future of Space Travel." National Geographic, October 2023,
55-68.

Dissertation or Thesis

Include information about the institution and access method if it's an unpublished or online work.

Bibliography: Author, Firstname Lastname. "Title of Dissertation/Thesis." PhD diss. or MA thesis,
University Name, Year.

Example: Chen, Li. "The Impact of Globalization on Local Economies." PhD diss., University of
California, Berkeley, 2019.

Example (online): Brown, Emily. "Literary Representations of Urban Life." PhD diss., Harvard
University, 2020. ProQuest Dissertations Publishing. https://www.proquest.com/dissertations/.



Conference Paper

Provide details of the conference where the paper was presented.

Bibliography: Author, Firstname Lastname. "Title of Paper." Paper presented at the Name of
Conference, Location, Month Day, Year.

Example: Kim, Ji-hoon. "Sustainable Urban Planning." Paper presented at the International
Conference on Urban Development, Seoul, South Korea, July 10, 2022.

Film or Television Episode

Cite films and television episodes with their directors and production companies.

Bibliography: Title of Film. Directed by Firstname Lastname. Production Company, Year.

Example: Parasite. Directed by Bong Joon-ho. CJ Entertainment, 2019.

Bibliography: "Title of Episode." Title of Series. Directed by Firstname Lastname. Network, Year.

Example: "The Battle of Winterfell." Game of Thrones. Directed by Miguel Sapochnik. HBO,
2019.

Formatting and General Guidelines for Your
Bibliography

Beyond the individual entry formats, overarching principles govern the presentation of your entire
Chicago style bibliography.

Alphabetical Order

All entries in your bibliography must be arranged alphabetically by the author's last name. If a source
has no author, alphabetize it by the first significant word of its title (ignoring articles like "a," "an," and
"the").

Hanging Indent

Chicago style mandates the use of a hanging indent for bibliography entries. This means the first line



of each entry is flush with the left margin, and all subsequent lines of that entry are indented
(typically by 0.5 inches).

Punctuation and Capitalization

Pay close attention to punctuation and capitalization as specified by Chicago style. Commas, periods,
colons, and parentheses have specific placements that are crucial for clarity and adherence to the
style guide. Titles of books and journals are italicized, while titles of articles and chapters are in
quotation marks.

Consistency is Key

The most important guideline is consistency. Once you choose a format for a particular type of
source, apply it uniformly throughout your bibliography. Inconsistencies can detract from the
professionalism of your work.

Distinguishing Between Bibliography and Works Cited

It's important to note the distinction between a "Bibliography" and a "Works Cited" list within the
Chicago Manual of Style. While often used interchangeably in other styles, in Chicago's notes-
bibliography system, a "Bibliography" lists all sources consulted during research, whether they were
directly cited in the text or not. A "Works Cited" list, on the other hand, typically includes only those
sources that were explicitly cited in the notes. In the author-date system, the list is usually titled
"References" and includes all sources cited in the text.

Common Pitfalls to Avoid in Chicago Style
Bibliographies

Even with detailed examples, researchers can stumble. Being aware of common mistakes can save
considerable revision time.

Missing crucial publication details: Always double-check that you have included the city of
publication, publisher, and year for books, and volume, issue, and year for journals.

Incorrect author name order: Remember the last name-first name format for the notes-
bibliography system.

Title formatting errors: Ensure books are italicized and articles/chapters are in quotation marks.

Inconsistent punctuation: Minor punctuation errors can disrupt the flow and professionalism of



your bibliography.

Forgetting the hanging indent: This is a hallmark of Chicago style formatting.

Omitting retrieval dates for online sources: This is vital for web-based materials that can change
or disappear.

FAQ

Q: What is the primary difference between the notes-
bibliography system and the author-date system in Chicago
style?
A: The notes-bibliography system uses footnotes or endnotes for in-text citations and a
comprehensive bibliography at the end. The author-date system uses parenthetical in-text citations
(author, year) and a "References" list at the end.

Q: How do I format a bibliography entry for a book with an
editor in Chicago style?
A: For a book with an editor in the notes-bibliography system, you would format it as: Editor,
Firstname Lastname, ed. Title of Book. City of Publication: Publisher, Year.

Q: What is the correct way to cite a website in Chicago style if
there is no author listed?
A: If there is no author, start with the title of the specific web page in quotation marks, followed by the
name of the website (italicized), the date it was last modified (if available), the access date, and the
URL.

Q: Do I need to include page numbers for every source in my
Chicago style bibliography?
A: Page numbers are typically included in the bibliography for specific types of sources, like chapters
in edited books or to indicate the full range of an article or essay. They are not a mandatory
component for all source types in the bibliography itself, but are crucial for the corresponding in-text
citations.

Q: How do I alphabetize sources in my Chicago style



bibliography when some have the same author?
A: If you have multiple sources by the same author, alphabetize them by the title of the work. If the
title is also the same, alphabetize by year of publication.

Q: What does "et al." mean in Chicago style citations?
A: "Et al." is a Latin abbreviation meaning "and others." It is used in Chicago style when citing a work
with more than three authors in the bibliography entry, after listing the first author.

Q: Is the "Bibliography" the same as the "Works Cited" in
Chicago style?
A: In the notes-bibliography system, a "Bibliography" lists all sources consulted, while a "Works Cited"
(or simply "References") list includes only sources directly cited. The terms can sometimes be used
loosely, but this distinction is important in CMOS.
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