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Mastering Chicago Style Citation: Examples for Articles in Online Journals

chicago style citation examples article in online journal can be a complex
yet crucial aspect of academic and professional writing. Properly citing your
sources ensures credibility, avoids plagiarism, and allows your readers to
locate the original material. This article provides a comprehensive guide to
formatting citations for articles found in online journals according to the
Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS), covering both the notes-bibliography and
author-date systems. We will delve into the essential components of a
citation, explore variations in formatting based on the availability of
information, and offer clear, practical examples to help you navigate this
process with confidence. Understanding these nuances is vital for anyone
publishing research or academic papers, particularly in fields heavily
reliant on digital resources.
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Understanding the Basics of Chicago Style for
Online Journal Articles

The Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS) offers two primary citation systems: the
notes-bibliography system and the author-date system. Both are widely
accepted in academic disciplines, though their prevalence varies. The notes-
bibliography system uses footnotes or endnotes for citations, supplemented by
a bibliography at the end of the work. The author-date system uses
parenthetical in-text citations that refer to a reference list at the end of
the document. For articles published in online journals, the fundamental goal
of both systems remains the same: to provide sufficient information for the
reader to locate the original source accurately and efficiently.

When citing an online journal article, certain pieces of information are
paramount. These typically include the author's name, the article's title,
the journal's title, publication details like volume and issue numbers, the
publication date, and crucially, a stable identifier such as a Digital Object
Identifier (DOI) or, in its absence, a URL. Understanding how to present
these elements according to CMOS guidelines is key to producing a polished
and credible piece of writing. This guide will break down each component and
its application within the two distinct citation systems.

The Notes-Bibliography System: Citing Online
Journal Articles

The notes-bibliography system is favored in many humanities and some social
science fields. It allows for detailed annotation within the text through
notes, keeping the main body of the writing uncluttered. For online journal
articles, the notes provide immediate citation details, while the
bibliography offers a comprehensive list of all sources consulted.

First Note Citation

The initial citation of an online journal article in a note is the most
comprehensive. It should include the author's name (first name, last name),
the article title (in quotation marks), the journal title (in italics), the
volume number, the issue number (if available), the publication date (year,
and month or season if applicable), and either the DOI or a URL. The
inclusion of page numbers depends on whether the article is presented as a
PDF or in a format that lacks fixed pagination.

Here is a general format for the first note:

e Author First Name Last Name, “Article Title,” Journal Title Volume, no.



Issue (Publication Date): Page(s) if applicable, DOI or URL.

Subsequent Note Citations

After the first full note, subsequent citations of the same source can be
shortened for conciseness. This usually involves the author's last name, a
shortened version of the article title, and the page number if applicable,
followed by the DOI or URL. If the article is being cited for the first time
after its initial full citation and there are no page numbers, you will still
need to include the DOI or URL.

A typical subsequent note looks like this:

e Author Last Name, “Shortened Article Title,” Page(s) if applicable, DOI
or URL.

Bibliography Entries

The bibliography, appearing at the end of your paper, lists all sources
cited. For online journal articles, the entry format is similar to the first
note but generally omits page numbers unless the article is part of a print
edition or has fixed pagination. The order of elements is author's last name
first, then first name, followed by the article title, journal title, volume,
issue, publication date, and finally, the DOI or URL. The bibliography
entries are typically alphabetized by the author's last name.

The standard bibliography format for an online journal article is:

e Author Last Name, First Name. “Article Title.” Journal Title Volume, no.
Issue (Publication Date). DOI or URL.

The Author-Date System: Citing Online Journal
Articles

The author-date system is prevalent in the sciences and some social sciences.
It relies on brief in-text citations that correspond to a full list of
references at the end of the document. This system is often preferred for its
directness in linking text to sources.



In-Text Citations

In the author-date system, citations appear parenthetically within the text,
immediately following the information being referenced. The citation
typically includes the author's last name and the year of publication. If
quoting directly or referring to a specific part of the article, a page
number or range should also be included, preceded by a colon or "p.
depending on the CMOS edition being followed. For articles without page
numbers, the citation might refer to section numbers or simply the author and
year.

An example of an in-text citation:

e (Author Last Name Year)

e (Author Last Name Year, Page Number)

Reference List Entries

The reference list, found at the end of the paper, provides complete
bibliographic information for every source cited in the text. For online
journal articles, the entry includes the author's last name and first
initial(s), the year of publication in parentheses, the article title
(sentence case), the journal title (in italics), the volume and issue
numbers, and the DOI or URL. Unlike the notes-bibliography system, the
author's first name is often presented as initial(s) in the reference list,
and the publication date appears immediately after the author's name.

The typical reference list format for an online journal article is:

e Author Last Name, First Initial(s). Year. “Article Title.” Journal Title
Volume (Issue): Page(s) if applicable. DOI or URL.

Key Components of a Chicago Style Citation for
Online Journals

Regardless of the citation system used, several core elements must be present
for an accurate Chicago style citation of an online journal article.
Gathering this information meticulously ensures your citations are complete
and conform to scholarly standards.



Author(s)

The author's name(s) is the primary identifier of the source. For both
systems, the order and format of the name(s) differ. In notes and
bibliographies (notes-bibliography system), the author is listed first name,
last name. In the reference list (author-date system), it's typically last
name, followed by first initial(s).

Article Title

The title of the article itself is essential. In the notes-bibliography
system, it is enclosed in quotation marks. In the author-date system's
reference list, it is also enclosed in quotation marks, typically in sentence
case (only the first word of the title and subtitle, and proper nouns are
capitalized).

Journal Title

The name of the journal where the article was published is italicized in both
systems. This helps distinguish the periodical from the article title.

Volume and Issue Numbers

Journal articles are organized by volume and issue numbers, which are crucial
for locating them. These are included after the journal title. The format is
usually "Volume, no. Issue" for the notes-bibliography system and "Volume
(Issue)" for the author-date system.

Publication Date

The date of publication helps readers pinpoint the specific edition of the
journal. This can be a year, or a year with a month or season. The placement
of the publication date varies significantly between the two systems.

DOI or URL

A Digital Object Identifier (DOI) is a persistent alphanumeric identifier for
an electronic document, making it the preferred method for linking to online
journal articles. If a DOI is not available, a stable URL (Uniform Resource
Locator) should be provided. These are crucial for direct access to the
source material.



Access Date (When Applicable)

While CMOS increasingly de-emphasizes access dates for stable online sources
like journal articles with DOIs, they may still be included if the source is
considered ephemeral or if there's a concern about its stability. If used,
the access date typically follows the URL in parentheses.

Common Scenarios and Variations

Not all online journal articles present all the standard pieces of
information. Chicago style provides guidelines for handling missing elements
to maintain consistency and clarity.

Articles with No Author

If an article lacks a named author, the entry begins with the title of the
article. In the notes-bibliography system, the article title comes first,
followed by the journal information. In the author-date system, the article
title precedes the date in the reference list.

Articles with No Publication Date

When a publication date is unavailable, CMOS suggests using "n.d." (no date)
in place of the date. This abbreviation should be placed where the date would
normally appear.

Articles with DOIs

When a DOI is available, it should always be preferred over a URL. The DOI is
presented as a hyperlink (though in this context, we represent it as text).
It is typically placed at the end of the citation. For example,
https://doi.org/10.1000/xyz123.

Articles Accessed Via URL Only

If an article lacks a DOI, a URL must be provided. It's important to use the
most stable URL available, often the one provided by the journal's publisher.
If the article was accessed through a library database, and the database
provides a stable link, use that; otherwise, the direct URL to the article
page is best.



Articles with Page Numbers

If the online journal article is presented in a format with fixed pagination
(like a PDF that replicates a print version), include the page numbers. In

notes, these appear at the end. In the bibliography and reference list, they
are listed after the journal title and issue, or within the date information.

Articles Without Page Numbers

For articles that are published solely online and do not have fixed
pagination, page numbers are omitted. Instead, the citation relies on the DOI
or URL to direct the reader to the source.

Tips for Ensuring Accurate Chicago Style
Citations

Maintaining accuracy in Chicago style citations for online journal articles
requires diligence and attention to detail. Several practices can
significantly improve your citation quality.

e Always consult the latest edition of The Chicago Manual of Style for the
most current guidelines.

e Use citation management software carefully, as it can sometimes
misinterpret source information. Always review generated citations.

e When possible, use the DOI as your primary locator. It is more stable
than a URL.

e If you are unsure about a specific element, research examples of similar
sources in CMOS or reliable academic style guides.

e Be consistent. Once you choose a system (notes-bibliography or author-
date), stick with it throughout your document.

e Double-check all author names, titles, and publication dates for
accuracy against the original source.

Paying close attention to these details will not only ensure your citations
are technically correct but also enhance the overall professionalism and
trustworthiness of your work, making it easier for your readers to engage
with your research.



FAQ

Q: What is the most crucial element to include when
citing an online journal article in Chicago style?

A: The most crucial element is a stable identifier that allows the reader to
locate the exact source. This is ideally the Digital Object Identifier (DOI).
If a DOI is unavailable, a persistent URL is the next best option.

Q: How does the formatting of an article title
differ between the notes-bibliography and author-
date systems in Chicago style?

A: In the notes-bibliography system, the article title is placed in quotation
marks. In the author-date system's reference list, the article title is also
in quotation marks, and it is usually presented in sentence case
(capitalizing only the first word and proper nouns).

Q: When should I include an access date for an
online journal article citation in Chicago style?

A: The Chicago Manual of Style increasingly de-emphasizes access dates for
stable online sources like journal articles, especially those with DOIs.
However, an access date might be included if the online source is considered
ephemeral, prone to changes, or if there is a concern about its stability.

Q: What is the preferred way to cite multiple
authors in Chicago style for online journal
articles?

A: For the notes-bibliography system, all authors' names are typically listed
in the first note, in the order they appear on the article. For subsequent
notes and the bibliography, the first author's name is given, followed by "et
al." if there are three or more authors. In the author-date system, the
reference list follows similar principles, listing all authors if there are
two or three, and the first author followed by "et al." for more than three
authors.

Q: What should I do if an online journal article has
no page numbers?

A: If an online journal article lacks page numbers, you simply omit them from
your citation. The DOI or URL will serve as the locator. In the author-date



system's in-text citations, if quoting, you might refer to paragraph numbers
or section headings if provided by the article.

Q: Is it acceptable to use a URL from a library
database to cite an online journal article in
Chicago style?

A: Yes, if the URL provided by the library database is stable and directly
links to the article, it can be used. However, it's generally preferable to
use the DOI if available, as DOIs are designed to be more persistent. If no
DOI exists, and the database URL is the most stable option, then it is
acceptable.

Q: How do I format the journal title in a Chicago
style citation for an online journal article?

A: The journal title should always be italicized in both the notes-
bibliography system (in notes and bibliography) and the author-date system
(in the reference list).

Q: What is the difference between a DOI and a URL
for citing online journal articles in Chicago style?

A: A DOI (Digital Object Identifier) is a unique, permanent alphanumeric
string assigned to an electronic document, designed to be a stable link. A
URL (Uniform Resource Locator) is the address of a resource on the internet
and can sometimes change. Chicago style prioritizes the DOI over a URL for
accuracy and persistence.

Q: Should I include the full publication date (month
and year) if it's available for an online journal
article?

A: Yes, when available, you should include the full publication date to be as
specific as possible. In the notes-bibliography system, this might be the
year, or year and month/season. In the author-date system, the year is placed
prominently near the author's name, and sometimes a more specific date might
be included if relevant and available.

Q: How does the Chicago Manual of Style handle
articles published in both print and online formats?

A: If an article appears in both print and online versions, and the online



version is essentially a facsimile of the print (e.g., a PDF), you would
typically cite it as a print article, including page numbers. If the online
version is dynamic or significantly different, you would cite it as an
online-only article, prioritizing the DOI or URL.
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