
chicago style book citation example

The Chicago Manual of Style offers two distinct citation systems: notes-bibliography and author-date.
Understanding these systems is crucial for academic integrity and scholarly communication. This article
provides a comprehensive guide to generating a Chicago style book citation example, covering both
formats. We will delve into the nuances of citing various types of books, including single-author, edited,
and multi-volume works. Furthermore, we will explore the components of both in-text citations and full
bibliographic entries. Mastering these elements ensures your research is properly credited and your readers
can easily locate your sources. Whether you are a student, researcher, or academic, this detailed explanation
will equip you with the knowledge to create accurate and professional Chicago style citations for any book.
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Understanding Chicago Style Citation Systems
The Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS) is widely respected and adopted in various academic disciplines,
particularly in the humanities and social sciences. It offers two primary citation methods to accommodate
different scholarly needs and preferences. The choice between these systems often depends on the specific
field or the requirements of a publisher or instructor. Both systems, however, aim to provide clarity,
accuracy, and a consistent framework for acknowledging the work of others, thereby preventing
plagiarism and facilitating source verification.

The two systems are the notes-bibliography system and the author-date system. The notes-bibliography
system utilizes footnotes or endnotes for in-text citations and a comprehensive bibliography at the end of



the work. This system is often favored for its ability to include extensive explanatory notes alongside
citations. Conversely, the author-date system employs brief parenthetical in-text citations that correspond to
a reference list, which is more common in scientific and social science fields. This guide will break down
both to provide clear Chicago style book citation examples.

The Notes-Bibliography System: A Detailed Look
The notes-bibliography system is characterized by its use of superscripts within the text to indicate a
citation, which then corresponds to a footnote at the bottom of the page or an endnote at the end of the
document. This system allows for a more fluid narrative as interruptions for citation details are minimized
within the main body of the text. It also provides a space for additional commentary or explanations that
might not fit seamlessly into the main argument.

Following the notes, a bibliography is presented alphabetically by author's last name. This bibliography lists
all the sources cited in the notes, offering a complete overview of the research undertaken. The
bibliography entries are more detailed than the initial notes, providing full publication information that
allows readers to easily locate the original sources.

In-Text Notes: Creating Chicago Style Book Citations
When employing the notes-bibliography system, in-text citations are typically presented as superscript
numbers. Each number corresponds to a specific note (footnote or endnote) that contains the citation
information. The first time a source is cited, the note includes full bibliographic details. Subsequent citations
of the same source use a shortened format, often including the author's last name, a shortened title, and the
page number.

It is essential to place the superscript number immediately after the relevant punctuation of the sentence or
clause it relates to. This placement ensures clarity and avoids ambiguity. For example, if you are quoting or
referencing information from a specific page of a book, the superscript number should appear after the
closing quotation mark or punctuation mark that ends the sentence containing the borrowed material.

Footnotes and Endnotes Explained
Footnotes appear at the bottom of the same page where the superscript number is located in the text. They
are numbered consecutively throughout the document. Endnotes, on the other hand, are collected at the
end of the chapter or the entire work, also in numerical order. The choice between footnotes and endnotes
is largely a matter of preference or publisher guidelines, with endnotes often preferred for longer works or
when extensive notes are anticipated, as they can prevent the main text from becoming visually cluttered.

The content of a note will vary depending on whether it is the first citation of a particular source or a
subsequent one. For the initial citation, the note will include the author's first and last name, the full title of
the book (italicized), place of publication, publisher, publication year, and the specific page number(s) being



referenced. For subsequent citations, a simplified format is used.

The Bibliography: Compiling Your List of Sources
The bibliography serves as a comprehensive list of all the sources that have been cited within the text. It is
arranged alphabetically by the author's last name. Each entry in the bibliography provides complete
publication information, allowing readers to independently verify and explore the referenced material.
Unlike the notes, bibliography entries typically begin with the author's last name, followed by their first
name, and then the rest of the publication details.

The formatting of bibliography entries is precise. For books, this includes the author's name, the italicized
title, publication details (city, publisher, year), and potentially the total number of volumes if it's a multi-
volume set. Consistency in formatting is key to maintaining the professionalism and scholarly rigor of the
bibliography.

Crafting a Chicago Style Book Citation Example: Notes-Bibliography
Format
To illustrate the notes-bibliography system, let's consider a common scenario: citing a single-author book.
Suppose you are referencing information from a book titled "The History of Chicago" by John Smith,
published in 2020 by University of Chicago Press in Chicago.

For the first footnote or endnote referencing this book, it would appear as:

1. John Smith, The History of Chicago (Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 2020), 45.

If you refer to the same book again later in your text, a subsequent note would be shortened:

2. Smith, History of Chicago, 112.

In the bibliography, the entry would be formatted as:

Smith, John. The History of Chicago. Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 2020.

This example highlights the essential components: author, title, publication city, publisher, year, and page
number(s). The distinction between note format and bibliography format, particularly the order of the
author's name and the inclusion of page numbers, is critical.



Common Book Types and Their Citations

Single-Author Books

Citing a single-author book is the most straightforward. The author's full name is provided, followed by the
italicized title, publication city, publisher, and year for notes, and then the page number. For the
bibliography, the last name comes first.

Note Example: Jane Doe, Understanding the Great Lakes (New York: Penguin Books, 2018), 78.

Bibliography Example: Doe, Jane. Understanding the Great Lakes. New York: Penguin Books, 2018.

Edited Books

When citing an edited book, you credit the editor(s) rather than an author, unless the book has specific
chapters authored by different individuals that you are referencing. The editor's role is indicated by "ed." or
"eds." after their name.

Note Example: Michael Brown, ed., Essays on Urban Development (London: Palgrave Macmillan,
2019), 201.

Bibliography Example: Brown, Michael, ed. Essays on Urban Development. London: Palgrave
Macmillan, 2019.

Books with Multiple Authors

For books with two or three authors, list all authors in the note and bibliography. For books with four or
more authors, list the first author followed by "et al." in the note. In the bibliography, you may list all
authors or use "et al." after the first author, depending on the specific guidelines being followed.

Note Example (Two Authors): Sarah Lee and David Kim, The Politics of Immigration (Boston: MIT
Press, 2021), 155.

Bibliography Example (Two Authors): Lee, Sarah, and David Kim. The Politics of Immigration.
Boston: MIT Press, 2021.

Note Example (Four+ Authors): Robert Johnson et al., Global Economic Trends (New Delhi: Sage
Publications, 2017), 302.



Bibliography Example (Four+ Authors): Johnson, Robert, Emily White, Charles Green, and Maria
Garcia. Global Economic Trends. New Delhi: Sage Publications, 2017.

Books with No Author

If a book has no named author, the citation begins with the title of the book. The title is italicized and
treated as the first element of the citation.

Note Example: The Chicago Reader's Guide to Local Cuisine (Chicago: Field Guide Press, 2015), 67.

Bibliography Example: The Chicago Reader's Guide to Local Cuisine. Chicago: Field Guide Press,
2015.

Multi-Volume Works

When citing a specific volume of a multi-volume work, include the volume number in the citation. For a
general reference to the entire set, you can mention the total number of volumes in the bibliography.

Note Example: Emily Carter, A History of American Art, vol. 3 (New York: Abrams, 2016), 210.

Bibliography Example: Carter, Emily. A History of American Art. 4 vols. New York: Abrams, 2016.

The Author-Date System: A Concise Alternative
The author-date system, a common alternative within the Chicago style, offers a more streamlined
approach to in-text citation. It is frequently employed in fields such as the natural sciences and social
sciences where frequent citations and a desire for minimal disruption to the text are prioritized. This
system uses parenthetical citations within the narrative that include the author's last name and the year of
publication, along with the page number if directly quoting or referencing specific information.

This system is paired with a reference list at the end of the document. The reference list contains full
publication details for all sources cited in the text, organized alphabetically by author's last name. The
format of the entries in the reference list differs slightly from the notes-bibliography system, primarily in
the placement of the publication year.



In-Text Citations: Author-Date Format
In the author-date system, in-text citations are typically placed in parentheses immediately after the
relevant information or clause. The basic format includes the author's last name and the year of publication.
If you are quoting directly or referring to a specific passage, the page number must also be included within
the parentheses.

For instance, if citing "The History of Chicago" by John Smith (published in 2020) on page 45, the in-text
citation would look like this: (Smith 2020, 45). If you are referring to the work generally without
pinpointing a specific page, you might omit the page number: (Smith 2020). It is important to ensure that
every parenthetical citation corresponds to an entry in the reference list.

The Reference List: Author-Date Style
The reference list in the author-date system functions similarly to the bibliography in the notes-
bibliography system in that it provides complete details for all sources. However, the arrangement and
specific formatting, particularly the placement of the publication year, are distinct. The reference list is
alphabetized by the author's last name.

For books, the author's last name is followed by a comma, then their first name, then the publication year
in parentheses. The title of the book is then italicized, followed by the publication city and publisher. The
structure is designed for easy retrieval of sources based on author and date.

Crafting a Chicago Style Book Citation Example: Author-Date Format
Let's apply the author-date system to the same book: "The History of Chicago" by John Smith, published in
2020 by University of Chicago Press in Chicago.

The in-text citation for a specific quote or paraphrase would be:

(Smith 2020, 45).

The corresponding entry in the reference list at the end of the document would be:

Smith, John. 2020. The History of Chicago. Chicago: University of Chicago Press.

This example demonstrates the core elements and their arrangement in the author-date system. Notice
how the year follows the author's name directly in the reference list, distinguishing it from the notes-
bibliography format. The clarity and conciseness of this system make it highly practical for many academic
contexts.



When dealing with edited books in the author-date system, the editor's name is used, often followed by
"(ed.)" or "(eds.)" and the year. For multiple authors, the same convention of listing names up to a certain
number (often three) and using "et al." for more applies, with the year immediately following the author
information.

This comprehensive overview of Chicago style book citation examples, covering both the notes-
bibliography and author-date systems, should provide a solid foundation for correctly formatting your
academic work. Adhering to these guidelines is crucial for academic integrity and for enabling your readers
to effectively engage with your research.

FAQ

Q: What is the primary difference between the notes-bibliography and
author-date systems in Chicago style?
A: The primary difference lies in how in-text citations are presented and the structure of the final list of
sources. The notes-bibliography system uses footnotes or endnotes for in-text citations and a bibliography at
the end, while the author-date system uses parenthetical in-text citations and a reference list.

Q: When should I use the notes-bibliography system versus the author-
date system?
A: The choice often depends on the discipline or publisher's requirements. The notes-bibliography system
is more common in the humanities, while the author-date system is prevalent in the sciences and social
sciences. The notes-bibliography system also allows for more extensive explanatory notes.

Q: How do I cite a book with no author in Chicago style?
A: In both systems, when a book has no author, you begin the citation with the book's title. The title is
italicized and treated as the first element of the entry.

Q: What is the correct way to format a Chicago style book citation for an
edited book in the notes-bibliography system?
A: In a note, you would list the editor's name followed by ", ed.," and then the book title, publication details,
and page number. In the bibliography, the editor's name is listed first, followed by ", ed.," the italicized title,
and publication details.



Q: How do I cite a specific chapter in an edited book using Chicago style?
A: For the notes-bibliography system, the note would include the chapter author, the chapter title (in
quotation marks), followed by "in," the editor(s) of the book, the italicized book title, publication details, and
page numbers. The bibliography entry would be similar but structured for a full book entry.

Q: What does "et al." mean in a Chicago style citation?
A: "Et al." is Latin for "and others." It is used in citations when a work has multiple authors (typically four
or more), saving space by listing only the first author's name followed by "et al." in the in-text citation or
bibliography/reference list.

Q: How do I cite a translated book in Chicago style?
A: For a translated book, you would include the original author's name, followed by the translated title.
You also need to mention the translator's name, typically indicated by "trans." after the title and before the
publication information.

Q: Is there a difference in how page numbers are cited in notes versus
the bibliography in the notes-bibliography system?
A: Yes. In notes, you include the specific page number(s) being referenced immediately after the
publication details. In the bibliography, you generally do not include page numbers for a whole book,
unless you are citing a specific section or chapter within a larger work that is itself part of the bibliography.
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